Description of PIF Areas (Landbird Priority Areas) 

The PIF map is based on an overlay of digital breeding range maps for those landbird species that are on the PIF Watch List and also on the NAWCA list of wetland-associated species.  Range maps were assigned to lat/long degree blocks, and the number of species in each block summed.

Range was only included in the map if it fell within a Bird Conservation Region (BCR) where the species was listed as wetland-associated in the NAWCA list.

Where the species were present, in BCRs as listed by NAWCA, they were weighted by two factors:

1) their PIF Combined Score, to give more weight to species with higher 

      concern/vulnerability; and

2) their Area Importance score specific to each BCR, in order to give more weight to 

      BCRs where the species is at its highest relative density.

Resulting weighted scores were scaled to 100, and then mapped.  The top two classes are outlined here as the highest priority areas.

The main determinant of map pattern is the list of species that are on both the NAWCA and PIF lists.  Weighting by Combined Score and Area Importance has a relatively small effect.

