
International Migratory Bird Day 2016 
Spread Your Wings for Bird Conservation

Organizing Your 2016 International 
Migratory Bird Day Event

Presented by 
Rachel Levin (USFWS) 
Sue Bonfield (EFTA)



International Migratory Bird Day 
Purpose of this Webinar

 Share information about the Centennial and 
International Migratory Bird Day 2016

 Help you engage people at your site
 Unify our voices for conservation!



International Migratory Bird Day 
Our Goals

 Make it simple for you to host a bird-focused 
event;

 Get people engaged in learning about birds, 
birdwatching, and bird conservation;

 Share a conservation theme that focuses your 
event and benefits migratory birds;

 Help you grow your event each year.



International Migratory Bird Day 
FAQs

 When is International Migratory Bird Day?
 Because birds don’t migrate on a single day, 

you choose the date that works for you and 
the birds!

 Who coordinates International Migratory Bird 
Day?

 Environment for the Americas
 How many International Migratory Bird Day 

events are there?
 700 and growing



International Migratory Bird Day 2016
The Conservation Theme



International Migratory Bird Day 2016
The Conservation Theme

Spread Your Wings for Bird 
Conservation

IMBD 2016 recognizes the capacity of citizens of every country to support 
programs and laws that protect birds and their habitats, including a landmark 
treaty that, for the last century, has protected nearly all migratory bird species 
in the U.S. and Canada – The Migratory Bird Treaty



International 
Migratory Bird 

Day 2016
Unify our Voices 

for Bird 
Conservation!

• 1910 Shea White Plumage Act 
protected egrets herons, gulls, 
and terns from feather hunting.

• 1913 Spring shooting, night 
shooting, and interstate sale of 
migratory birds banned



International Migratory Bird Day 2016
Spread Your Wings for Bird Conservation

Highlighting the Laws that Protect Migratory Birds



International Migratory Bird Day 2016
Unify our Voices for Bird Conservation!

Highlighting the Migratory Bird Treaty

1916 Migratory Bird Treaty signed by the United States and Great Britain 
(for Canada), forming a cornerstone in efforts to conserve birds

• This Migratory Bird Treaty and the three that followed - with Mexico, Japan and 
Russia - form the cornerstones of efforts to conserve birds that migrate across 
international borders

• Treaties compelled world 
leaders and ordinary citizens to 
take action and prioritize 
migratory bird conservation

• The treaties connect the many 
partners who work toward 
conserving, protecting, and 
managing migratory bird 
populations and their habitats



Migratory Bird Treaty Centennial
Campaign Goals

Create awareness, promote key actions, increase 
support, and expand opportunities for engagement in 
the conservation of migratory birds.

http://www.fws.gov/birds/MBTreaty100/index.php



Migratory Bird Treaty Centennial
Campaign Goals

• Celebrate the remarkable gains we have made in 
protecting migratory birds and their habitats 

• Engage our partners, Service programs, Congress 
and the public to increase support and everyday 
actions for bird conservation across the nation and 
beyond our borders 

• Galvanize efforts to protect migratory birds for 
generations to come

• Focus of the celebration is the Treaty, not the Act



Migratory Bird Treaty Centennial
Key Messages to IMBD Partners

• The Migratory Bird Treaty exemplifies our long history of 
cooperative conservation of shared resources

• Highlighting the Centennial is one way to build a unified 
voice for bird conservation

• There are many ways to celebrate & promote the 
Centennial at IMBD events and beyond

• We have tools to help you: 
http://www.fws.gov/birds/MBTreaty100/nestbox.php

• Leverage Centennial goals and messages to widen event 
appeal

• It is easy for everyone to participate!



International Migratory Bird Day 2016
Use the Conservation Theme



International Migratory Bird Day 2016
Spread Your Wings for Bird Conservation

Share Your Story!

• What birds are in 

your area? 

• Which species are 

protected? 



International Migratory Bird Day 2016
Spread Your Wings for Bird Conservation

Share a Story!

• Loss of the Carolina Parakeet



International Migratory Bird Day 2016
Spread Your Wings for Bird Conservation

Share a Story!

• Loss of the Carolina Parakeet



International Migratory Bird Day 2016
Spread Your Wings for Bird Conservation

Share a Story!

• The Millinery Trade



International Migratory Bird Day 2016
Spread Your Wings for Bird Conservation

* Activity Idea *

• Hands-on activity 

about feather use 

today



International Migratory Bird Day 2016
What About Countries Beyond 

the U.S. & Canada?



International Migratory Bird Day 2016
Use the Conservation Theme

1963: Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild 
Fauna and Flora (CITES) ~ 181 parties protecting 35,000 species



International Migratory Bird Day 2016
Use the Conservation Theme

1988: Convention on Biological Diversity addresses biodiversity
across the globe



International Migratory Bird Day 2016
Artist & Art



International Migratory Bird Day 2016
Artist – Lionel Worrell



International 
Migratory 

Bird Day 2016
Artist –

Lionel Worrell



International Migratory Bird Day 2016
Registering Your Event



International Migratory Bird Day 2016
Consider the Schedule



International Migratory Bird Day 2016
Register Your Event!!



International Migratory Bird Day 2016
Register Your Event!!

Event Map



International Migratory Bird Day 2016
Register Your Event!!

www.migratorybirdday.org/events/add-an-event/



International Migratory Bird Day 2016
Event Calendar



International Migratory Bird Day 2015
Register Your Event!!

View Past Events



International Migratory Bird Day 2016
Planning Your Day



International 
Migratory Bird 

Day 2016
Setting the 
Schedule
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International 
Migratory Bird 

Day 2016
Setting the 
Schedule



Share Your Art
Engaging Youth



Share Your Art
http://www.get-to-
know.org/gallery/



International Migratory Bird Day 2016
Where to Find Information

http://www.fws.gov/birds/MBTreaty100/nestbox.php

http://resources.migratorybirdday.org/



Migratory Bird Treaty Centennial
Tools You Can Use

Nestbox
• http://www.fws.gov/birds/MBTreaty100/nest

box.php
• Key messages
• Talking points
• Templates
• Multimedia content
• And much more!
• Adaptable, customizable and free

Regional USFWS Centennial Contacts
• http://www.fws.gov/birds/MBTreaty100/cont

acts.php



International Migratory Bird Day 2016
Resources & Materials

Just for You!
• Social Media 

Materials 

• Education Activities 
(print & 
downloadable)

• Press Release

• Loaded Flash Drive

• Annual Poster & 
Shirt

• Conservation 
Pledge

• Conservation Pin

& MORE!



International Migratory Bird Day 2016
Resources & Materials

Just for You!
• Social Media Materials 

• Education Activities 
(print & downloadable)

• Press Release

• Loaded Flash Drive

• Annual Poster & Shirt

• Conservation Pledge

• Conservation Pin

• & MORE!



International Migratory Bird Day 2016
Receiving Updates



MigratoryBirdDay.org

Centennial & IMBD Websites



Social Media

USFWS_MigratoryBirds

Environment for the Americas

USFWSBirds

EFTA_BirdDay

EFTA_BirdDay



NEWSLETTE
R

American Goldfinch from the 2016
IMBD art by Lionel Worrell. 

  

                                                                                              
  News from the Flyway

December 3, 2015

 Spread Your Wings for Bird Conservation

 Prior to the development of carbon monoxide detectors
coal miners' lives depended on finches. Miners brought

finches into the mine to alert them to the presence of
dangerous carbon monoxide levels. If the bird fell off its

perch, the miners would return to the surface.

 Like finches, birds continue to serve as indicators of
environmental health. 

The 2016 IMBD theme, Spread Your Wings For Bird
Conservation, will focus on a century of bird conservation laws designed to

protect these important indicators. 

In 1916 the Migratory Bird Treaty between the United States and Canada began
protecting migratory birds across country boarders. Over the last century, additional
bird laws have been developed to protect birds throughout their entire ranges. The

2016 IMBD educational materials will highlight these laws along with actions
everyone can take to help conserve birds. 

Join us for a webinar with details about the 2016 event!



Questions

Rachel Levin
Rachel_Levin@fws.gov

Susan Bonfield
sbonfield@environmentamericas.org



International Migratory Bird Day 2016
Ideas for Your Event



International Migratory Bird Day 2016
Spread Your Wings for Bird Conservation



International Migratory Bird Day 2016
Spread Your Wings for Bird Conservation

Share the History

• 1928: All shorebird 
hunting illegal, 
except for snipe 
and woodcock 
which still have 
seasons today



Conservation 
Growth Chart

Resources.migratorybirdday.org



Questions

Rachel Levin
Rachel_Levin@fws.gov

Susan Bonfield
sbonfield@environmentamericas.org



International Migratory Bird Day 2016
Promoting Your Event



International Migratory Bird Day 2016
Advertising Your Event: On-Line News

Advertising Your Event



International Migratory Bird Day 2016
Advertising Your Event: Flyers

Advertising Your Event



International Migratory Bird Day 2016
Advertising Your Event: Posters



International Migratory Bird Day 2016
Advertising Your Event

Social Media: Facebook, Meetups, Twitter



International Migratory Bird Day 2016
Advertising Your Event: Posters



International Migratory Bird Day 2016
Identify Your Audience

Who do you want to come?

 Families

 Youth

 Adults

 Scouts

 Diversity? Specific groups, such as physically 

challenged, senior citizens, ethnic, religious, and racial 

groups



Event Recommendations

 1st Year Events: Keep it Simple

 2nd Year Events: Keep it Simple

 3rd Year Events: Add an Attraction

 4th Year Events: Grow it!

International Migratory Bird Day 2016
Planning for Growth



International Migratory Bird Day 2016
Advertising Your Event: Direct Mail

www.usps.com



International Migratory Bird Day 2016
Advertising Your Event: Direct Mail

www.usps.com



International Migratory Bird Day 2016
Advertising Your Event

Personal Invitation to Key Groups

 Scouts
 Seniors
 Schools
 4-H
 Boys & Girls Clubs
 Other Target Audiences



International Migratory Bird Day 2016
Advertising Your Event: Attract Leaders

YouTube

Recognize a 
donation, 

new facility 
or other 

achievemen
t



International Migratory Bird Day 2016
Advertising Your Event: Attract Leaders



International Migratory Bird Day 2016
Unify our Voices for Bird Conservation!



Spread the Word!
#BirdDay

#MigratoryBirdDay
Links to www.birdday.org

Use the IMBD “Seal”



Title Sponsors Program Sponsors

Regional Partners

Partners

Thanks to IMBD Sponsors



Questions?

Preventing Collisions

Keeping Cats Indoors Bird Feeding

Improving Habitat 
for Birds

Make Learning Hands-On



Questions

Rachel Levin
Rachel_Levin@fws.gov

Susan Bonfield
sbonfield@environmentamericas.org


