To <margaret_rheude@fws.gov>

cc

08/15/2010 04:30 PM

bce
Subject RE: Eagles in Belle Plaine

Dear Margaret-My interest in eagles and all raptors goes back to the 1960's. I held a falconry permit for
Red Tailed hawks, Kestrels and Great Horned Owls from The Minnesota DNR from 1969-1976. Even after
I no longer practiced falconry I still continued to observe and study raptors. I located a bald eagle nest
just outside Belle Plaine along what is now the Scenic Byway in 1991. I watched and recorded nesting
data on this pair and reported to the DNR Non game division until 2006 when something happened to the
female. By then finding eagle nests in the Minnesota River Valley became so routine I switched my field
studies to nesting data of Cooper and Sharp shinned hawks due to declining numbers of these birds. As
for Eagles, since 2006 I have found a nest near Eden Prairie Flying Cloud airport, another near the Cargill
Grain elevators along HWY # 13 by Savage, one about 2 miles downriver from the Belle Plaine HWY # 25
river bridge, another By Washington Lake along HWY # 25 before Green Isle-One below Jack Smith's on
the Sibley County # 6 [ Scenic Byway ], another down the same Hwy near the Henry Trimbo farm before
the Jessenland church. I was not specifically looking when I found these nests. Around 2006 I located
another active eagle nest by Buck's Lake near Le Sueur which blew down in a spring windstorm. As for
forage areas-Susies lake [ a backwater by the Hwy # 25 bridge ] attracts numbers of Bald eagles every
year, spring, fall & winter. As does Hillstrom's lake just down the road from the proposed Capx crossing,
below the Jack Smith residence there are spring fed areas near the river that attract eagles in the winter
months, Diers lake [ another backwater near the Blakeley bridge] is also used by eagles. A factor for
attracting foraging eagles you may not have thought of is the disposal of beaver, coon, fox carcasses by
trappers after skinning their catch. I have noted eagles utilizing this food source by eagles both at
Hillstroms and Diers lake and I assume this would be occurring all along the Minnesota River each
fall/winter. Between predator & deer hunting, picking morels, searching for shed deer antlers and cat
fishing on the Minnesota river I spend at least 100 days per year in the field and have for 40 years. As
raptors are my chief interest I am always seeking, observing and studying these wonderful birds. I have
had an opportunity to read and study The Brookings County-Hampton 345kV eagle nest survey recently.
To be frank, based on my field experience I found the numbers of eagles they reported as “"extemeley
light ". As for the various stick nests they reported-I could have provided that info without going up in an
aircraft-I am familiar with them all, especially resident pairs of Red Tails nests-I have watched nests
being built by these birds in the same locations for 40 years. I hope this info will be of use, feel free to

contact me anytime, My phone number is — sincerely, (NS
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> my name is Mags Rheude - I am the eagle biologist for Minnesota with the US
> Fish and Wildlife Service. Qi contacted me and told me you have

> been doing eagle observations in the Belle Plaine area for years. We have

> been trying for some time to gather information on eagles in the Belle

> Plaine area, so I am very glad to have your contact information. I would

> be interested in talking with you at your convenience,

>



> We have some information on eagle nests in the area, but are always trying
> to update our records with new data. We are also trying to find

> information on eagle concentration areas, such as foraging, roosting, and
> wintering areas. We consider a concentration area to be where 5 or more
> eagles gather for an extended period of time. We are familiar with several
> in the Le Sueur area, but have not yet been able to find comparable areas
> in the Belle Plaine area. What kinds of eagle observations do you have?

> From what areas, and from what time of year? Any informaticn you can

> provide us would be greatly appreciated. Please let me know the best way
> to contact you.

> Sincerely,

>

>

> Mags Rheude

> Wildlife Biologist

>

> Twin Cities Field Office

> 4101 American Bivd E

" > Bloomington, MN 55425

> margaret_rheude@fws.gov

> 612-725-3548 x 2-202

> 612-725-3609 (fax)
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