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June 4, 1933

Mr. John Collier, Commissioner,
Bureau of Indlap Affajirs,
Devartment of the Intarior,
¥ashington, D. C,

Attention: Mr. Ward Shepard.
Dear Sir:

Subject: Coonerative soclution of the conflict between
the interesta of the Indian Service and the Bureasu of Blological
Survey in the Egg Lake regilon of Becker County, Minnesota, with
reference to thelr respective projects. '

As agreed at the informal conference in Mr., Shepardis of-
fice between Mr, Shepard and Mr., Burns of the Indian Service and
Mr. Salyer and Mr. Dieffanbach of the Biological Jurvey, I am
vresenting harswith the basiz for a cooperative agzreement to tha
intersats of both partiss in the development of their raspective
projects which overlap in one instance,

There las attached an outline map of Becker County upon
which has been imlicated in red the dboundaries of the White
Earth Indlan Reservation, In sen Are shown the maximus boand-
aries of the area in which theBiological Burvey iz intarested
in developing as a migratory waterfowl sanctuary; the lande col-
ored ysllow are the lande in which the State Conservation Depart-
mrent of Minnesota 1z interssted in maintaining ss 2 State forest
and which they prescribad to the Indian Service it relingunish to
the Biological Survey inassmuch as the Survey has agreed to permit
them to sxtend thelr reforeatation operations ontc these lands
wvhen they are acquired dy the Biclogical Survey.

On this sams wap, the lanis of J. E. Hamilton, which form
the nucleus of our mroposed project in the north, are outlined
in blune. Mr. Bamilton hss indicated that he will relinguieh thase
landa to the survay only, becauase the Survey will continue the
area &8 a wildlife refuge, which constitutes Mr. Hamilton's orig-
inal interast in the property.

The area shaded pink on the same map siows the extent of
the sre a plready ontioned by the Indian Service and on which the
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Biologioal Survey wishes to secure a release from the Indianm
Service in order to develop the project to its greatest sciemti-
fic capacity for migretory waterfowl which development, indident-
ally, will also be off the greatest benefit to the resident In-
dians of the visinity,

From the standpoint of the Biocloeglsal Surwey, the proposed
project forms a very definite link in the series of migratory
waterfowl refuges being estzblished by the Blological Survey
throughout the great flight lane known as the Missiasippl Fly-
way. Traots suitable for such refuges are mot readily found be-
cauge of the need for adequate food and depemdable water supply.

Yo one, we bellieve, will question the outstanding wvaiue of the
Egr Lake regiam from that standpoint,

In order to properly develop the lakes and ostadlish ideal
oonditions suitavle for migratory birds, it is necessary that the
Biclogical Survey ccutrol the Egg Lake River Valley., It ia
plunned to construot sone small dams stabilizing the water in
the many lakes of the aree and thus insure better growing oondi-
tions, eapecially for the wild rlece. The Indian Service is minly
interested in this same arauin view of the exsellent rice bed
found on Little Rice lake.

In the aforementioned conferemce, it was the thought of Mr,
Shepard end ¥r. Burns that the Indian Serviss could wellafford
to release their opticns in this area to the Biological Survey,
in return for the gpecific privileges to be pgranted to the In-
dians of thie sgency by the Biologliocal Survey and herewlth emm~
erated:

1. That thoe Indimne be given priority in ricing privilsges
not coly in the aree where the intercsts of the two sgencles overw
lap, but also on the muoch greater area wiich the Biological Survey
is taking over in this region; pamely, Flat laks, Tamaras lake,
Pine Lake, Big Rice lake, Height of Lamd Lake, Blaok Bird Lake,
end smaller lakes too numerous to mentions

2e¢ The Biologleal Survey further agrees to give the resi-
dept Indisns of the agenoy priority im the matter of tremping
rights in 1ts entlre project. The Biologic.l Survey reserves the
right st all times tc preserve a minimum breeding stock of fur—
bearing animals on the area. It is suggested that the Biologieal
Survey set up a nwther of trapping unlts over these prelific fur-
producing waters, and that the Indian Service assign certain In-
dian families or pgroups the right to trap specific units.
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modern linss of game munagement. The Indian Service agrees to
pay their salaries, and the Biologleal Survey will, through its
residert biologists onm the tract, plve them specific preotical
training along modern game manageiwnt lines. The philesephy is
that these men will be transferrad to cther Imdian projeots as
s0on ag they beocome proficient, and others will take their place.

Lie The Biological Survey further agrees to use Indian
CCC labor im ths development of the project.

5+ The Biological Survey further agrees to protect and
guarantee to the Indlan Service the rieing privileges on the
Biologioal Survey's pursehase unit in Altkin County known as the
Rice Lake Mipratory .aterfowl Refuge unit. This lake produces
annually from 90 to 100 ftems of wild riee, and the granting of
priority to the Indians for harveatingy this will be descldedly
to the advantege of this peoples At this time, the Biological
Survey ie engaged in constructing twe small dams to stabilize the
water levels in this lake, with a view of perpetuating this great
rice bed., It is fuared that if ancther year goes by, with the
attendant lowering of weter levels before the rice matures, this
great ted may be psrmanently and sericusly injured.

At pr.sent, there exists an ecrbitrary agreement betweem
the India n Service and the Mimnesota State Conservation Departe
moxnt adopting a boundary line betwsen the two projects eeparating
the sastern halves of the two townships, T1L,2N, Range 39w, and
T1L1%, Range 39%, fram the original established olvic township
governments. The Sugar Bush Townshlp is all but annibilated by
the present Indian boundariss. The entranse of the Biclopieal
Swvey into the ploture would permit this arsa to be olosed out
entirelys. This is moet important in view of the fact that the
County Doards of both Becker and Mahnomen Countlios have made their
delinquent tax abatement resolutions depexdent upon the Governe
ment's buying all of Townships 11N and 1;2N.

Cons idered from all engles and the mutual interests of both
parties to this agrecment, it seems certain that the entrance of
the Blologieal Survey into the ploture and the consuwmmation of
the Survey migratory waterfowl projeot here will serve to roumd
out the unfulfilled situstions in the whole set-up, and that is
iz to the mutunl advantege of both parties to enter into thix
azreomant.

It iz a reoognized fact that the harvesting of wild rioce
by the Indian pethod does not destroy the mnual yield of thil
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the Imdians for ricipg purposes after it has been asquired by the
Biclogieal Survey, but also beoamuse the engineering development
by the Survey will egtablish permaneut water levels whish are most
bensficial to the natural productiom of wild rice, Properly-
deaigned dams will also bring into rilee production the present
rather d4ry savanna type of meadow valley of the Egg and Ottor Tail
#lvers.

In the development of the area te its best condition, there
will be & conmtimious demami for Indian labor, wnd the area will
at the sams tims perve as a tralming sehool for Indian zams manm=
gorse As stated before, the rich fur harvest of this region will
be made aveilable to the Indiana,

Encloguro,
(Signed) Wo C¢ Hendersom
Actiang Chief,
Bureau of Biologloal Survey.

(sirned) John Collier
John Collier, Comiasioner,
Bureau of Imdian Affairs,

Tamarac NWR and WMD / Draft CCP
233






	Appendix H: Collier Agreement

