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Alternative
A set of objectives and strategies needed to
achieve refuge goals and the desired future condition.

Ecosystem Management
Management of an ecosystem that includes all
ecological, social and economic components that
make up the whole of the system.

Biological Diversity
The variety of life forms and its processes, including the variety of living organisms, the genetic
differences among them, and the communities
and ecosystems in which they occur.

Endangered Species
Any species of plant or animal defined through
the Endangered Species Act as being in danger
of extinction throughout all or a significant portion of its range, and published in the Federal
Register.

Compatible Use
A wildlife-dependent recreational use, or any
other use on a refuge that will not materially
interfere with or detract from the fulfillment of
the mission of the Service or the purposes of the
refuge.
Comprehensive Conservation Plan
A document that describes the desired future
conditions of the refuge, and specifies management actions to achieve refuge goals and the mission of the National Wildlife Refuge System.
Conservation
Active management to maintain existing conditions, more or less.
Cultural Resources
“Those parts of the physical environment -- natural and built -- that have cultural value to some
kind of sociocultural group ... [and] those nonmaterial human social institutions....” Cultural
resources include historic sites, archeological
sites and associated artifacts, sacred sites, traditional cultural properties, cultural items (human
remains, funerary objects, sacred objects, and
objects of cultural patrimony), and buildings and
structures.
Ecosystem
A dynamic and interrelated complex of plant and
animal communities and their associated non-living environment.
Ecosystem Approach
A strategy or plan to protect and restore the natural function, structure, and species composition
of an ecosystem, recognizing that all components
are interrelated.

Environmental Assessment
A systematic analysis to determine if proposed
actions would result in a significant effect on the
quality of the environment.
Extirpation
The local extinction of a species that is no longer
found in a locality or country, but exists elsewhere in the world.
Goals
Descriptive statements of desired future conditions.
High Quality Recreation
Wildlife-dependent recreational programs that
meet criteria defined in Section 1.6 of 605 FW 1.
Interjurisdictional Fish
Fish that occur in waters under the jurisdiction of
one or more states, for which there is an interstate fishery management plan or which migrates
between the waters under the jurisdiction of two
or more states bordering on the Great Lakes.
Issue
Any unsettled matter that requires a management decision. For example, a resource management problem, concern, a threat to natural
resources, a conflict in uses, or in the presence of
an undesirable resource condition.
Landbirds
All birds that inhabit non-wetland habitats.
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National Wildlife Refuge System
All lands, waters, and interests therein administered by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service as
wildlife refuges, wildlife ranges, wildlife management areas, waterfowl production areas, and
other areas for the protection and conservation of
fish, wildlife and plant resources.
Objectives
A concise statement of what we want to achieve.
The statement is specific, measurable, achievable, results oriented, and time-fixed.
Preferred Alternative
The Service's selected alternative identified in
the environmental assessment and fully developed in the Comprehensive Conservation Plan.

interjurisdictional fishes (fish species that may
cross state lines), federally listed threatened or
endangered species, some marine mammals, and
lands owned by the Service.
Undertaking:
“A project, activity, or program funded in whole
or in part under the direct or indirect jurisdiction
of a Federal agency, including those carried out
by or on behalf of a Federal agency; those carried
out with Federal financial assistance; those
requiring a Federal permit, license or
approval...,” i.e., all Federal actions.
Vegetation
Plants in general, or the sum total of the plant life
in an area.

Preservation
Passive management that allows patterns to
develop without intervention.

Vegetation Type
A category of land based on potential or existing
dominant plant species of a particular area.

Restoration
Active management to return patterns or processes to a measured, pre-European condition.

Waterbirds
This general category includes all birds that
inhabit lakes, marshes, streams and other wetlands at some point during the year. The group
includes all waterfowl, such as ducks, geese, and
swans, and other birds such as loons, rails,
cranes, herons, egrets, ibis, cormorants, pelicans,
shorebirds and passerines that nest and rely on
wetland vegetation.

Scoping
A process for determining the scope of issues to
be addressed by a comprehensive conservation
plan and for identifying the significant issues.
Involved in the scoping process are federal, state
and local agencies; private organizations; and
individuals.
Species
A distinctive kind of plant or animal having distinguishable characteristics, and that can interbreed and produce young. A category of
biological classification.
Strategies
A general approach or specific actions to achieve
objectives.
Threatened Species
Those plant or animal species likely to become
endangered species throughout all of or a significant portion of their range within the foreseeable
future. A plant or animal identified and defined in
accordance with the 1973 Endangered Species
Act and published in the Federal Register.
Trust Resources
Trust resources are those resources for which the
Service has been given specific responsibilities
under federal law. These include migratory birds,

Watershed
The entire land area that collects and drains
water into a stream or stream system.
Wetland
Areas such as lakes, marshes, and streams that
are inundated by surface or ground water for a
long enough period of time each year to support,
and that do support under natural conditions,
plants and animals that require saturated or seasonally saturated soils.
Wildlife-dependent Recreational Use
A use of a refuge that involves hunting, fishing,
wildlife observation and photography, or environmental education and interpretation, as identified
in the National Wildlife Refuge System Improvement Act of 1997.
Wildlife Diversity
A measure of the number of wildlife species in an
area.
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