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During the comment period for the Draft CCP, 
we received a comment letter from the Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Resources (pages 164-165) 
and an email comment from the National Park Ser-
vice, Midwest Regional Office, Cultural Resources 
Management (pages 166-167).     

Response to Wisconsin DNR

We appreciate the Department’s support of our 
management goals. We will continue to work, as 
noted in Chapter 5, with the Department and other 
conservation organizations within our shared con-
servation mission. We respond below to each of the 
bulleted points of the Department’s letter.

First bullet – The Service WMD offices inte-
grate Joint Venture documents into their planning 
and implementation of habitat management and res-
toration activities as discussed under “Migratory 
Bird Conservation Initiatives” in Chapter 3 of the 
CCP. Acquisition funding and available properties 
vary each year, so it is difficult to set specific wet-
land protection goals by wetland habitat type and 
acreage in support of the Joint Venture. 

The Service considers waterfowl, grassland 
birds, species of concern, threatened and endan-
gered species, and other trust species in making 
habitat management decisions. To be more explicit, 
the rationale under Objective 2.4 has been modified 
to add the State’s Species of Greatest Conservation 
Need in its management considerations. Other spe-
cies are also considered in management decisions 
but the priority is trust species.

Second bullet – We agree that increased coordi-
nation to achieve common goals will be beneficial to 
all parties involved and lead to a landscape approach 
to conservation issues. Our support of coordinated 
efforts is acknowledged in our discussion of existing 
and future partnerships.

Third bullet – We, too, see the value in the coor-
dination of data collection, which would provide bet-
ter data. This is another example of benefits gained 
through partnerships.

Fourth bullet – The Service will continue to 
work with the Wisconsin DNR to address CWD con-
cerns or management implications on WPAs.

Fifth bullet – Public uses on WPAs are evaluated 
for their compatibility with the purpose of the WPA. 
At the present time, the CCP proposes public use 
improvements such as trails, boardwalks, and obser-
vation platforms on only a limited number of WPAs. 
The majority of the WPAs will continue to be man-
aged with few public use modifications. When com-
patible, hunting along with the other big six uses 
(fishing, wildlife observation, environmental educa-
tion, interpretation, photography) are encouraged 
on WPAs. The Service also recognizes that promo-
tion of the value of WPAs to all members of the pub-
lic is an important part of reconnecting people with 
nature and supporting the intent of the National 
Wildlife Refuge Improvement Act of 1997.

Sixth bullet – Your continued support for trap-
ping opportunities is noted.

Seventh bullet – Until complete invasive species 
inventories are conducted on each WPA it is difficult 
to determine the specific levels of control and the 
appropriate priority species. Priority for invasives 
control is stated in terms of attempting to control or 
limit invasive species in priority wetland and grass-
land habitat, because these are the most important 
habitat types for federal trust species.   

Response to National Park Service

We have added a paragraph in the CCP and EA 
that better describes the extent of historic places 
within the District and edited sentences in both doc-
uments to more accurately report the relationship of 
waterfowl production areas and historic places.
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