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Hamden Slough

National Wildiife R
The Comprehensive Conservation Plan (CCP) for ey

Hamden Slough National Wildlife Refuge (NWR, Comprehensive
Refuge) was approved on October 9, 2012, Conservation Plan
completing a planning process that began in
2010. The draft CCP was released for public
review and comment in August 2012.

The completed CCP describes goals, objectives,
and strategies that will guide Refuge
management for the next 15 years and will
ensure that the Refuge fulfills its established
purposes and contributes to the mission of the
National Wildlife Refuge System.

Throughout the comprehensive conservation
planning process, many people contributed time
and ideas to make this a better document. We ;
are grateful to everyone who cared enough b : AN
about Hamden Slough NWR and its future to RN L
participate in this planning effort. Through your ~ Hamden Slough NWR CCP cover page
participation, you contributed to improving habitat for waterfowl, grassland birds, and other wildlife
that depend on the prairie pothole ecosystem. We will continue to welcome your input.
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Where to See the CCP

You can view and download the full CCP at: http://www.fws.gov/midwest/planning/HamdenSlough.

We will send you a CD or paper copy of the CCP on request through either of the following:

e  Email: r3planning@fws.gov (Please enter “Hamden Slough CCP” in the subject line.)

e Mail/Telephone: Hamden Slough NWR; c/o Detroit Lakes Wetland Management District; 26624
N. Tower Road; Detroit Lakes, MN 56501 / (218) 847-4431

Refuge Background

Located about seven miles Location of Hamden Slough NWR
northwest of Detroit Lakes,

Minnesota, Hamden Slough
NWR was approved in 1989 by
the Migratory Bird
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Conservation Commission. The 1\ | Slough
Service is authorized to acquire & : NWR
5,944 acres of land within the i Hamden
" Syb-Watershed

Buffalo River watershed to
restore a piece of the prairie-
wetland ecosystem that
historically existed there. About
3,200 acres of Hamden Slough
NWR have been acquired so
far.
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More than 200 temporary and
seasonal wetlands have been
restored by scraping sediment
deposits and plugging surface
ditches. Two major wetland \ = y
LAY To Twn Cities J
restoration projects added A (170 miles)
significant semi-permanent and %\ :
permanent wetland habitat |
back to the Refuge. More than 1,500 acres of former crop fields have been planted to native grasses and
forbs. The area once again is recognized as an outstanding place to see migratory birds. More than 200
species have been recorded including 20 species of shorebirds, nearly every major waterfowl species,
and many grassland-dependent birds.

Refuge staff was located onsite until 2006, headquartered in a farmhouse at the south end of the
Refuge. At that time, due to budget cuts and reorganization, responsibility for Hamden Slough NWR was
transferred to the Detroit Lakes Wetland Management District.
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Refuge Vision

“In the morning if it was still and a little foggy, my grandfather said you could hear the prairie chickens
drumming, also the trumpet swans, whooping cranes, geese, loons and many species of ducks. He said it
sounded like a symphony.” (by Donald P. Larson)

Hamden Slough NWR has a rich history defined by its remarkable abundance of wildlife and deep
connection with the people who visited the area and called Hamden their home. The Refuge was
established to provide habitat for a
diversity of migratory birds and native
wildlife. The vision for Hamden Slough
NWR is a fulfillment of this purpose—a
lasting legacy bestowed upon future
generations.

Hamden Slough NWR is located on the
eastern edge of the Prairie Pothole Region
in the Northern Tallgrass Prairie
ecosystem. Wetlands and shallow lakes
surrounded by tallgrass prairie are nestled
within a working landscape rich in

_ agriculture, industry, conservation and
Density of wetlands tight-knit communities. We will continue to
restore, protect, and manage habitats for wildlife, resulting in shared benefits that are relevant in the
daily lives of our Refuge neighbors and local communities. This collaboration will foster an appreciation
for a landscape in balance and deepen their personal connection with nature.

Refuge Goals

Wildlife and Habitat

Habitats on Hamden Slough National Wildlife Refuge will be restored, protected, and actively managed
to provide a diversity of native wetland and grassland habitats. These efforts will be further leveraged by
partnerships and conservation actions outside the Refuge, resulting in a resilient and balanced
landscape, meeting the needs of migratory birds, threatened and endangered species, and other wildlife
in an uncertain future.

People

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service will engage the public, build relationships, and encourage awareness
of a landscape in balance. The Refuge will provide compatible wildlife-dependent recreation that
connects people to the land and demonstrates the societal benefits of a restored prairie-wetland
system.
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What the CCP Calls For

The CCP establishes two goals and 22 objectives for meeting those goals. Some of the objectives are
departures from current management. Below is a summary of significant management changes. Please
see chapter 4 of the CCP for more information on these changes, a description of all of the objectives
and strategies being proposed, and the rationale behind each objective.

Wetlands

e  Work with partners to complete the full
restoration of Pierce Lake through land
acquisition, easements, and conservation
programs.

e In managed wetlands, emulate the natural
seasonal and long-term water level variability
that historically sustained diverse plant and
wildlife communities.

e Restore the natural hydrology of all prairie - i
pothole wetlands. Canvasback (Aythya valisineria)

Tallgrass Prairie
e Increase the diversity of native plants on Refuge prairies.

e Convert all cropland to native prairie; use short-term farming to prepare seedbeds on
restoration sites.

e Use an integrated program of fire, grazing, haying, and tree removal to emulate historic
disturbance patterns and maximize the wildlife benefits of Refuge habitat.

e Maintain a mix of tall, medium, and short habitat structure to meet the diverse needs of
grassland-dependent birds and nesting waterfowl.

Watershed

e Focus Refuge conservation partnership efforts on increasing soil and water retention and
restoring natural water flow corridors in the Hamden Slough watershed.

People

e Expand environmental education opportunities in partnership with local schools and community
groups.

e Continue the youth waterfowl and muzzleloader deer hunting programs; look for opportunities
to improve hunt quality.
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Potential future vegetation communities at Hamden Slough NWR

Scale 1:72,000

Legend

E Hamden Slough NWR Approved Boundary
HGM Description
Name
- Permanent Glacial Lake
Glacio-lacustrine marsh
- Potholes and Edges
- Wet Meadow Drainage Corridors
- Wet Meadow
- Wet Mesic Prairie
Mesic Prairie
| ! ! ! | ! ! ! | Mesic Prairie Sandy
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Who We Are

The Refuge is administered by the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, the primary federal agency
responsible for conserving, protecting, and
enhancing the nation’s fish and wildlife
populations and their habitats. The Service
oversees the enforcement of federal wildlife laws,

management and protection of migratory bird — S —
populations, restoration of nationally significant

fisheries, administration of the Endangered R b 1t 2 B e
Species Act, and the restoration of wildlife habitat = =~ ¢ e v ]
such as wetlands. The Service also manages the _,ff S 4 T dﬁ
National Wildlife Refuge System (Refuge System), il i a0 mﬁ'ﬂc. S

which was founded in 1903 when President Welcome to Hamden Slough NWR
Theodore Roosevelt designated Pelican Island in
Florida as a sanctuary for Brown Pelicans.

Today, the Refuge System is a network of more than 550 refuges covering over 150 million acres. Most
these public lands and waters (over 80 percent) are in Alaska. Approximately 16 million acres are located
in the lower 48 states and several island territories. Overall, the Refuge System provides habitat for
more than 5,000 species of birds, mammals, fish, and insects. Refuges also provide unique opportunities
for people. When it is compatible with wildlife and habitat conservation, they are places where people
can enjoy wildlife-dependent recreation such as hunting, fishing, wildlife observation and photography,
and environmental education and interpretation.

NATIONAL
WILDLIFE
REFUGE

SYSTEM

The mission of the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service is working with others to conserve, protect, and enhance
fish and wildlife and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the American people.

The mission of the National Wildlife Refuge System is to administer a national network of lands and
waters for the conservation, management and, where appropriate, restoration of the fish, wildlife and
plant resources and their habitats within the United States for the benefit of present and future
generations of Americans.





<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



