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Appendix B: Species of Concern 
 
In this appendix: 
 
Priority Species of Concern for Hamden Slough NWR 
Comprehensive List of Species of Concern for Hamden Slough NWR 
 
Priority Species of Concern for Hamden Slough NWR 

Focal Species Habitat Type Habitat Structure Life History 
Requirement 

Other Benefiting 
Species 

Greater Prairie-Chicken 
Upland Sandpiper 
Marbled Godwit 

Mesic Prairie Short, open vegetation Breeding 
Foraging 
Foraging, Breeding 

Short-eared Owl, Western 
Meadowlark 

Upland Sandpiper 
Greater Prairie-Chicken 
Western Meadowlark 
Blue-winged Teal 

Moderate to tall 
vegetation, patchy  

Full Season 
Nesting and Brood 
Rearing 
Full Season 
Nesting 

Northern Harrier, Upland 
Sandpiper, Grasshopper 
Sparrow, Savannah 
Sparrow 

Mallard 
Northern Harrier 
Bobolink 

Moderate to tall, dense 
vegetation 

Nesting 
Full Season 
Full Season 

Common Yellowthroat, 
Sedge Wren, Le Conte’s 
Sparrow 
 

Marbled Godwit 
Greater Prairie-Chicken 
Le Conte’s Sparrow 

Wet Prairie Disturbed prairie 
(haying or grazing), 
areas with low or 
patchy vegetation 

Foraging, Breeding 
Breeding 
Full Season 

Hudsonian Godwit, Blue-
winged Teal, Wilson’s 
Phalarope, Western 
Meadowlark 
Nelson’s (Sharp-tailed) 
Sparrow, Savannah 
Sparrow 

Mallard 
Northern Harrier 
Sedge Wren 
Le Conte’s Sparrow 

Tall, dense vegetation Nesting 
Full Season 
Full Season 
Full Season 

Sandhill Crane, Bobolink, 
Common Yellowthroat, 
American Bittern, 
Nelson’s (Sharp-tailed) 
Sparrow 

Marbled Godwit 
Migratory Shorebirds 

Wetland Natural 
Depression (divided by 
zone) 

Shallow water, 
short/sparse to open 
shoreline, low/disturbed  
vegetation 

Foraging Migratory Shorebirds, 
American bittern, Loafing 
Waterfowl 

Mallard 
Black Tern  
Le Conte’s Sparrow 

Hemi-marsh, 
interspersed vegetation 
and shallow open 
water, peripheral  
vegetation  

Full Season 
Full Season 
Full Season 

Waterfowl, Sora, 
American Bittern, Black-
crowned Night Heron, 
Nelson’s (Sharp-tailed) 
Sparrow 

Northern Harrier 
Sedge Wren  
Greater Prairie-Chicken  

Tall, dense vegetation Full Season 
Full Season 
Wintering 

Red-winged Blackbird, 
Yellow-headed Blackbird, 
Sora, American Bittern, 
Common Yellowthroat, 
Marsh Wren  

Canvasback 
Lesser Scaup 
Black Tern 
Sedge Wren  

Managed 
Impoundments 

Varying degrees of 
vegetation and open 
water 

Breeding, 
Molting/Migration 
Molting/Migration 
Full Season 
Full Season 

Waterfowl, Migratory 
Shorebirds, Blackbirds, 
Sora, American Bittern, 
Bald Eagle, Marsh Wren 
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Comprehensive List of Species of Concern for Hamden Slough NWR 

Hamden Slough NWR 
Comprehensive List of 
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Loons 

Common Loon Gavia immer            
Rare / 

declining  X 

Grebes 
Pied-billed Grebe* Podilymbus podiceps   X  X  X X       
Horned Grebe Podiceps auritus  X X  X      

High 
Concern  Thr X 

Red-necked Grebe* Podiceps grisegena              X 

Eared Grebe Podiceps nigricollis           
Moderate 
Concern   X 

Pelicans 
American White 
Pelican 

Pelecanus 
erythrorhynchos           

Moderate 
Concern  SpC X 

Herons/Bitterns 

American Bittern* Botaurus lentiginosus  X X  X   X   
High 

Concern 
Rare / 

declining  X 

Least Bittern Ixobrychus exilis  X X   X     
Very High 
Concern 

Rare / 
declining  X 

Great Blue Heron Ardea herodias           
Moderate 
Concern    

Black-crowned Night 
Heron Nycticorax nycticorax           

Moderate 
Concern 

Rare / 
declining  X 

Ducks, Geese, Swans 
Canada Goose* Branta canadensis X              
Trumpeter Swan* Cygnus buccinator X    X   X  X  

Rare / 
declining? Thr X 

Wood Duck Aix sponsa X     X  X       
Gadwall Anas strepera X    X          
American Wigeon Anas americana X    X          
Mallard* Anas platyrhynchos X    X  X        
Blue-winged Teal* Anas discors X    X          
Northern Shoveler Anas clypeta X    X          
Northern Pintail Anas acuta X    X       

Rare / 
declining  X 

Green-winged Teal Anas crecca X              
Canvasback* Aythya valisineria X    X       ?????   
Redhead* Aythya americana X    X          
Ring-necked Duck* Aythya collaris X    X          
Greater Scaup Aythya marila X              
Lesser Scaup Aythya affinis X    X       

Rare / 
declining   

Bufflehead Bucephala albeola X              
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Common Goldeneye Bucephala clangula X              
Hooded Merganser Lophodytes cucullatus X       X       
Common Merganser Mergus merganser X              
Red-breasted 
Merganser Mergus serrator X              
Ruddy Duck* Oxyura jamaicensis X              
Hawks & Eagles 

Bald Eagle Haliaeetus 
leucocephalus  X X     X    ????  X 

Northern Harrier* Circus cyaneus     X  X     
Rare / 

declining  X 

Northern Goshawk Accipiter gentilis            
Rare / 

declining  X 

Red-shouldered Hawk Buteo lineatus            
Rare / 

declining SpC X 

Falcons 

Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus  X X         
Rare / 

declining Thr X 

Upland Game Birds 
Greater Prairie-
Chicken Tympanuchus cupido     X   X X    SpC X 

Rails & Coots 

Yellow Rail Coturnicops 
noveboracensis  X X  X  X X X  

High 
Concern 

Rare / 
declining SpC X 

Virginia Rail Rallus limicola        X   
Moderate 
Concern   X 

Sora* Porzana carolina     X   X       
American Coot* Fulica americana      X         
Cranes 
Sandhill Crane Grus canadensis      X         
Shorebirds 
Black-bellied Plover Pluvialis squatarola    Moderate           
American Golden 
Plover Pluvialis dominica    High-migrant habitat      X    X 

Semipalmated Plover Charadrius 
semipalmatus    

Moderate-migrant 
habitat           

Killdeer* Charadrius vociferus    Moderate           
American Avocet Recurvirostra 

americana    High-Spp Concern          X 

Lesser Yellowlegs Tringa flavipes    
Moderate-migrant 

habitat           

Greater Yellowlegs* Tringa melanoleuca    Moderate        
Rare / 

declining  X 

Solitary Sandpiper Tringa solitaria  X X Moderate           
Willet Tringa semipalmata    Moderate           
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Spotted Sandpiper Actitis macularius    Moderate           
Upland Sandpiper Bartramia longicauda  X X High-Spp Concern, 

breed X       
Rare / 

declining  X 

Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus   X High        
Rare / 

declining  X 

Hudsonian Godwit Limosa haemastica  X X High-Spp Concern X     X  
Rare / 

declining  X 

Marbled Godwit* Limosa fedoa  X X High-Spp Concern X  X X  X  
Rare / 

declining SpC X 

Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres    High          X 
Red Knot Calidris canutus   X Low-UnC in region      X     
Sanderling Calidris alba    Low-UnC in region      X     
Semipalmated 
Sandpiper Calidris pusilla    High-migrant habitat  X    X    X 

Least Sandpiper Calidris minutilla    Moderate           
White-rumped 
Sandpiper Calidris fuscicollis    High-migrant habitat  X    X    X 

Baird's Sandpiper Calidris bairdii    
Moderate-migrant 

habitat           

Pectoral Sandpiper Calidris melanotos    
Moderate-migrant 

habitat           
Dunlin Calidris alpina    High-migrant habitat  X        X 

Stilt Sandpiper Calidris himantopus    
Moderate-migrant 

habitat      X  
Rare / 

declining   
Buff-breasted 
Sandpiper Tryngites subruficollis  X X High     X   

Rare / 
declining  X 

Short-billed Dowitcher Limnodromus griseus  X X Moderate        
Rare / 

declining  X 

Long-billed Dowitcher Limnodromus 
scolopaceus    

Moderate-migrant 
habitat           

Common Snipe* Gallinago gallinago    
Moderate-migrant 

habitat    X       

American Woodcock Scolopax minor      X      
Rare / 

declining  X 

Wilson's Phalarope Phalaropus tricolor    High-Spp  Concern X  X X    
Rare / 

declining Thr X 

Gulls/Terns 

Franklin's Gull Leucophaeus pipixcan     X   X   
High 

Concern  SpC X 

Caspian Tern Hydroprogne caspia           
Moderate 
Concern    

Common Tern Sterna hirundo   X        
Moderate 
Concern 

Rare / 
declining Thr X 

Forster's Tern Sterna forsteri            
Rare / 

declining SpC X 

Black Tern* Chlidonias niger  X X  X   X   
High 

Concern 
Rare / 

declining  X 

Doves                
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Mourning Dove* Zenaida macroura      X         
Cuckoos/Roadrunners 

Black-billed Cuckoo* Coccyzus 
erythropthalmus  X X   X  X    

Rare / 
declining  X 

Owls                
Long-eared Owl Asio otus            

Rare / 
declining   

Short-eared Owl Asio flammeus  X X  X     X  
Rare / 

declining SpC X 

Nighthawks/Nightjars 
Common Nighthawk Chordeiles minor              X 

Whip-poor-will Caprimulgus vociferus   X         
Rare / 

declining   
Woodpeckers 
Red-headed 
Woodpecker 

Melanerpes 
erythrocephalus  X X   X  X    

Rare / 
declining   

Yellow-bellied 
Sapsucker* Sphyrapicus varius              X 

Northern Flicker* Colaptes auratus        X    
Rare / 

declining   
Flycatchers 
Eastern Wood-pewee Contopus virens              X 
Least Flycatcher Empidonax minimus              X 
Swallows 
Northern Rough-
winged Swallow* 

Stelgidopteryx 
serripennis              X 

Wrens                
House Wren* Troglodytes aedon        X       
Sedge Wren* Cistothorus platensis     X  X X    

Rare / 
declining  X 

Marsh Wren* Cistothorus palustris     X   X      X 
Warblers 
Golden-winged 
Warbler Vermivora chrysoptera   X      X   

Rare / 
declining  X 

Cape May Warbler Setophaga tigrina            
Rare / 

declining  X 

Bay-breasted Warbler Setophaga castanea          X    X 
Ovenbird Seiurus aurocapilla              X 

Connecticut Warbler Oporornis agilis            
Rare / 

declining  X 

Canada Warbler Cardellina canadensis   X       X  
Rare / 

declining  X 

Sparrows/Grosbeaks 
Clay-colored 
Sparrow* Spizella pallida      X  X       



Appendix B: Species of Concern 
 

 
Hamden Slough NWR / Comprehensive Conservation Plan 
114 

Hamden Slough NWR 
Comprehensive List of 

Bird Species of Concern 

U
SF

W
S 

B
C

C
 2

00
8 

U.S. Shorebird Con. 
Plan PP

JV
 

PP
P 

LL
C

 2
00

9 
PI

F 
Pr

io
rit

y 
Sp

p.
  1

99
8 

A
ud

ub
on

 W
at

ch
 

lis
t 2

00
7 

N
A

 W
at

er
bi

rd
 P

la
n-

 
N

PP
P 

R
3 

 R
C

P 
 2

00
2 

St
at

e-
En

d,
 T

hr
, S

pC
 

M
N

 S
G

C
N

 

Common Name Scientific Name 

R
ef

ug
e 

Pu
rp

os
e 

B
C

R
-1

1 
FW

S-
R

3 

N Plains-Prairie 
Parklands PP

JV
 

R
3 

R
ed

 
Ye

llo
w

 

Field Sparrow Spizella pusilla            
Rare / 

declining  X 

Vesper Sparrow Pooecetes gramineus     X   X       
Grasshopper Sparrow Ammodramus 

savannarum  X   X   X    
Rare / 

declining  X 

Henslow's Sparrow Ammodramus 
henslowii   X  X  X  X   

Rare / 
declining End X 

Le Conte's Sparrow Ammodramus leconteii     X     X  
Rare / 

declining  X 

Nelson's (Sharp-
tailed) Sparrow Ammodramus nelsoni  X X  X   X  X  

Rare / 
declining SpC X 

Swamp Sparrow Melospiza georgiana              X 
White-throated 
Sparrow Zonotrichia albicollis              X 

Rose-breasted 
Grosbeak 

Pheucticus 
ludovicianus              X 

Dickcissel Spiza americana  X X  X   X    
Rare / 

declining  X 

Blackbirds/Orioles 

Bobolink* Dolichonyx orizivorus     X   X    
Rare / 

declining  X 

Eastern Meadowlark Sturnella magna            
Rare / 

declining  X 

Western Meadowlark* Sturnella neglecta     X       
Rare / 

declining   
Rusty Blackbird Euphagus carolinus   X         

 
 X 

Orchard Oriole Icterus spurius            
Rare / 

declining   
*asterisk indicates documented nesting on the Refuge 

 


