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Finding of No Significant Impact
Environmental Assessment and Comprehensive Conservation Plan
for the Agassiz National Wildlife Refuge, Minnesota

An Environmental Assessment has been prepared to identify management strategies to meet the
conservation goals of the Agassiz National Wildlife Refuge (Refuge). The Environmental Assessment
examined the environmental consequences that each management alternative could have on the quality of
the physical, biological, and human environment, as required by the National Environmental Policy Act of
1969 (NEPA). The Environmental Assessment presented and evaluated three alternatives for managing
fish, wildlife and plant habitats, as well as visitor services, on the Refuge over the course of the next 15
years.

The EA identifies three possible alternatives primarily centered on habitat management. The Alternatives
are A) Current Management Direction, B) Minimal Upland Habitat Management, and C) Open
Landscape/Natural Watercourses. The three main differences between current and/or minimal management
and the Open Landscape/Natural Watercourses Alternative are that under the latter, 1) there are larger
areas of prairie grasslands and sedge meadow habitats, 2) winter wildlife observation opportunities will
increase, and 3) deer hunting opportunities will be expanded and ruffed grouse hunting and a youth
waterfowl hunt will occur.

The alternative selected for implementation is Alternative C. The strategies presented in the
Comprehensive Conservation Plan (CCP) were developed as a direct result of the selection of this
alternative. Restoration of grassland, sedge meadows, and mature forest habitat would benefit a variety of
wildlife and plant species identified as Resource Conservation Priority species by the Service. Habitats
would be managed for nesting and migrating songbirds, waterfowl, shorebirds and moose. Visitors to the
refuge will also benefit through new hunting and winter wildlife observation opportunities including a
designated, un-groomed cross country/snowshoe and walking trail. The new hunting opportunities are
proposed during and after the deer/firearms season and include archery/deer, muzzleloader/deer, ruffed
grouse and sharp-tailed grouse hunting. A “youth” waterfowl hunt will also be permitted in the Farmes
Pool area in conjunction with the state youth waterfowl hunt season and regulations.

For reasons presented above and below, and based on an evaluation of the information contained in the
Environmental Assessment, we have determined that the action of adopting Alternative C as the
management alternative for the Refuge CCP is not a major federal action which would significantly affect
the quality of the human environment, within the meaning of Section 102 (2)(c) of the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969.

Additional Reasons: .
1. Future management actions will have a neutral or positive impact on the local economy.
2. A cultural resource inventory completed prior to this CCP included recommendations for the
protection of cultural, archaeological and historical resources.
3. This action will not have an adverse impact on threatened or endangered species.

Supporting References:
Environmental Assessment
Comprehensive Conservation Plan
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