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Big Stone NWR Bird Checklist 
 
Common Name 
Scientific name 

Spring 
(March–May) 

Summer 
(June–August) 

Fall 
(Sept.–Nov.) 

Winter 
(Dec.–Feb.) 

Greater White-fronted 
Goose   
Anser albifrons 

uncommon   uncommon   

Snow Goose 
Chen caerulescens 

uncommon rare common rare 

Ross’ Goose 
Chen rossii 

rare   rare   

Canada Goose*  
Branta canadensis 

abundant common abundant rare 

Tundra Swan 
Cygnus columbianus 

occasional   occasional   

Wood Duck* 
Aix sponsa 

common common common   

Gadwall* 
Anas strepera 

abundant uncommon abundant   

American Wigeon* 
Anas americana 

common occasional uncommon   

American Black Duck 
Anas rubripes 

rare rare rare   

Mallard*   
Anas platyrhynchos 

abundant common abundant occasional 

Blue-winged Teal* 
Anas discors 

common common common   

Northern Shoveler* 
Anas clypeata 

common uncommon common   

Northern Pintail*   
Anas acuta 

common occasional common   

American Green-winged 
Teal* 
Anas crecca 

common uncommon common   

Canvasback*   
Aythya valisineria 

uncommon occasional common   

Redhead* 
Aythya americana 

uncommon uncommon common   

Ring-necked Duck* 
Aythya collaris 

common rare common rare 

Lesser Scaup 
Aythya affinis 

common rare common rare 
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Common Name 
Scientific name 

Spring 
(March–May) 

Summer 
(June–August) 

Fall 
(Sept.–Nov.) 

Winter 
(Dec.–Feb.) 

Bufflehead 
Bucephala albeola 

uncommon  uncommon   

Common Goldeneye 
Bucephala clangula 

uncommon   uncommon rare 

Barrow’s Goldeneye 
Bucephala islandica 

rare   rare   

Hooded Merganser* 
Lophodytes cucullatus 

common uncommon common rare 

Common Merganser 
Mergus merganser 

occasional   occasional rare 

Red-breasted Merganser 
Mergus serrator 

rare   rare   

Ruddy Duck* 
Oxyura jamaicensis 

uncommon uncommon uncommon   

Gray Partridge* 
Perdix perdix 

uncommon uncommon uncommon uncommon 

Ring-necked Pheasant* 
Phasianus colchicus 

abundant abundant abundant abundant 

Sharp-tailed Grouse 
Tympanuchus phasianellus 

occasional occasional occasional occasional 

Greater Prairie Chicken* 
Tympanuchus cupido 

rare rare rare rare 

Wild Turkey* 
Meleagris gallopavo 

common common common common 

Common Loon  
Gavia immer 

rare   rare   

Pied-billed Grebe* 
Podilymbus podiceps 

common common common   

Horned Grebe   
Podiceps auritus 

occasional   occasional   

Red-necked Grebe 
Podiceps grisegena 

occasional occasional occasional   

Eared Grebe* 
Podiceps nigricollis 

uncommon uncommon     

Western Grebe* 
Aechmophorus occidentals 

occasional rare occasional   

Clark’s Grebe* 
Aechmophorus clarkii 

rare rare   

American White Pelican   
Pelecanus erythrorhynchos 

common common common   

Double-crested Cormorant*   
Phalacrocorax auritus 

common common common   

Neotropic Cormorant 
Phalacrocorax brasilianus 

  rare     

American Bittern*   
Botaurus lentiginosus 

uncommon uncommon uncommon   

Least Bittern* 
Ixobrychus exilis 

uncommon uncommon uncommon   

Great Blue Heron* 
Ardea herodias 

common common common   

Great Egret* 
Ardea alba 

common common common   

Snowy Egret rare  rare rare   
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Common Name 
Scientific name 

Spring 
(March–May) 

Summer 
(June–August) 

Fall 
(Sept.–Nov.) 

Winter 
(Dec.–Feb.) 

Egretta thula 
Little Blue Heron 
Egretta caerulea 

rare rare rare   

Cattle Egret 
Bubulcus ibis 

rare rare rare   

Green Heron* 
Butorides virescens 

uncommon uncommon occasional   

Black-crowned Night-Heron 
Nycticorax nycticorax 

uncommon uncommon uncommon   

Yellow-crowned Night-
Heron 
Nyctanassa violaceus 

rare rare rare   

White-faced Ibis 
Plegadis chihi 

occasional occasional occasional   

Turkey Vulture* 
Cathartes aura 

common common common   

Osprey 
Pandion haliaetus 

rare rare rare   

Bald Eagle*   
Haliaeetus leucocephalus 

uncommon uncommon uncommon   

Northern Harrier*   
Circus cyaneus 

common common common rare 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 
Accipiter striatus 

occasional rare occasional rare 

Cooper’s Hawk 
Accipiter cooperii 

occasional occasional occasional rare 

Northern Goshawk 
Accipiter gentilis 

rare  rare   

Broad-winged Hawk 
Buteo platypterus 

occasional   occasional   

Swainson’s Hawk* 
Buteo swainsoni 

occasional occasional occasional   

Red-tailed Hawk* 
Buteo jamaicensis 

common common common rare 

Rough-legged Hawk 
Buteo lagopus 

occasional   occasional occasional 

Golden Eagle   
Aquila chrysaetos 

occasional   occasional rare 

American Kestrel* 
Falco spawverius 

uncommon uncommon uncommon rare 

Merlin 
Falco columbarius 

rare rare rare rare 

Peregrine Falcon 
Falco peregrinus 

rare   rare   

Prairie Falcon   
Falco mexicanus 

rare   rare   

King Rail 
Rallus elegans 

rare rare rare   

Virginia Rail* 
Rallus limicola 

common common common   

Sora* 
Porzana carolina 

common common common   

Common Moorhen rare       
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Common Name 
Scientific name 

Spring 
(March–May) 

Summer 
(June–August) 

Fall 
(Sept.–Nov.) 

Winter 
(Dec.–Feb.) 

Gallinula chloropus 
American Coot* 
Fulica Americana 

abundant common abundant   

Sandhill Crane 
Grus canadensis 

rare       

Black-bellied Plover 
Pluvialis squatarola 

uncommon uncommon  rare   

American Golden-plover 
Pluvialis dominica 

uncommon uncommon  rare   

Snowy Plover* 
Charadrius alexandrinus 

rare rare     

Semipalmated Plover 
Charadrius semipalmatus 

rare common rare   

Piping Plover 
Charadrius melodus 

rare  rare     

Killdeer* 
Charadrius vociferus 

common common common   

American Avocet* 
Recurvirostra americana 

occasional occasional occasional   

Spotted Sandpiper* 
Actitis macularius 

uncommon uncommon common   

Solitary Sandpiper 
Tringa solitaria 

uncommon uncommon rare   

Greater Yellowlegs* 
Tringa melanoleuca 

common common uncommon   

Willet 
Tringa semipalmata 

rare   rare   

Lesser Yellowlegs* 
Tringa flavipes 

common common rare   

Upland Sandpiper* 
Bartramia longicauda 

uncommon uncommon rare   

Hudsonian Godwit 
Limosa haemastica 

occasional occasional occasional   

Marbled Godwit* 
Limosa fedoa 

uncommon uncommon uncommon   

Ruddy Turnstone 
Arenaria interpres 

rare rare     

Sanderling 
Calidris alba 

rare rare     

Semipalmated Sandpiper* 
Calidris pusilla 

common common uncommon   

Western Sandpiper 
Calidris mauri 

rare rare     

Least Sandpiper 
Calidris minutilla 

common common uncommon   

White-rumped Sandpiper 
Calidris fuscicollis 

common rare  rare   

Baird’s Sandpiper 
Calidris bairdii 

uncommon occasional rare   

Pectoral Sandpiper 
Calidris melanotos 

common common rare   

Dunlin 
Calidris alpina 

uncommon uncommon     
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Common Name 
Scientific name 

Spring 
(March–May) 

Summer 
(June–August) 

Fall 
(Sept.–Nov.) 

Winter 
(Dec.–Feb.) 

Stilt Sandpiper 
Calidris himantopus 

rare common rare   

Buff-breasted Sandpiper 
Tryngites subruficollis 

  occasional  occasional   

Ruff 
Philomachus pugnax 

  rare     

Short-billed Dowitcher 
Limnodromus griseus 

rare common rare   

Long-billed Dowitcher 
Limnodromus scolopaceus 

rare uncommon occasional   

Wilson’s Snipe* 
Gallinago delicata 

common common common   

American Woodcock* 
Scolopax minor 

uncommon uncommon uncommon   

Wilson’s Phalarope 
Phalaropus tricolor 

common uncommon     

Sabine’s Gull 
Xema sabini 

rare   rare   

Bonaparte’s Gull 
Leucophaeus philadelphia 

uncommon rare uncommon   

Franklin’s Gull* 
Leucophaeus pipixcan 

common common common   

Ring-billed Gull 
Larus delawarensis 

common common common rare 

Herring Gull 
Larus argentatus 

uncommon uncommon uncommon rare 

Caspian Tern 
Sterna caspia 

rare rare rare   

Black Tern* 
Chlidonias niger 

common common rare   

Common Tern* 
Sterna hirundo 

occasional rare rare   

Forster’s Tern* 
Sterna forsteri 

common uncommon occasional   

Rock Pigeon* 
Columbia livia 

uncommon uncommon uncommon uncommon 

Mourning Dove* 
Zenaida macroura 

common common common rare 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo 
Coccyzus americanus 

uncommon uncommon uncommon   

Black-billed Cuckoo 
Coccyzus erythropthalmus 

uncommon uncommon uncommon   

Eastern Screech-owl* 
Otus asio 

rare rare rare rare 

Great Horned Owl* 
Bubo virginianus 

uncommon uncommon uncommon uncommon 

Snowy Owl 
Nyctea scandiaca 

rare     rare 

Barred Owl 
Strix varia 

occasional occasional occasional occasional 

Long-eared Owl 
Asio otus 

 rare   rare  rare 

Short-eared Owl occasional occasional occasional occasional 
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Common Name 
Scientific name 

Spring 
(March–May) 

Summer 
(June–August) 

Fall 
(Sept.–Nov.) 

Winter 
(Dec.–Feb.) 

Asio flammeus 
Northern Saw-whet Owl 
Aegolius acadicus 

 rare   rare   

Common Nighthawk* 
Chordeiles minor 

common common common   

Chimney Swift* 
Chaetura pelagica 

uncommon occasional uncommon   

Ruby-throated 
Hummingbird* 
Archilochus colubris 

uncommon uncommon rare   

Belted Kingfisher* 
Megaceryle alcyon 

uncommon uncommon uncommon rare 

Red-headed Woodpecker* 
Melanerpes 
erythrocephalus 

uncommon uncommon rare   

Red-bellied Woodpecker* 
Melanerpes carolinus 

occasional occasional occasional occasional 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker* 
Sphyrapicus varius 

uncommon uncommon occasional   

Downy Woodpecker* 
Picoides pubescens 

common common common common 

Hairy Woodpecker* 
Picoides villosus 

common common common common 

Northern Flicker* 
Colaptes auratus 

common common common rare 

Pileated Woodpecker 
Dryocopus pileatus 

uncommon uncommon uncommon uncommon 

Eastern Wood-pewee* 
Contopus virens 

uncommon uncommon    

Willow Flycatcher 
Empidonax traillii 

uncommon uncommon uncommon   

Least Flycatcher 
Empidonax minimus 

uncommon uncommon uncommon   

Eastern Phoebe* 
Sayornis phoebe 

uncommon uncommon occasional   

Say’s Phoebe 
Sayornis saya 

rare   rare   

Great Crested Flycatcher 
Myiarchus crinitus 

uncommon uncommon rare   

Western Kingbird* 
Tyrannus verticalis 

uncommon uncommon uncommon   

Eastern Kingbird* 
Tyrannus tyrannus 

common common uncommon   

Loggerhead Shrike 
Lanius ludovicianus 

rare   rare   

Northern Shrike 
Lauius excubitor 

occasional   occasional occasional 

Yellow-throated Vireo* 
Vireo flavifrons 

uncommon uncommon occasional  

Blue-headed Vireo 
Vireo solitarius 

occasional  occasional  

Warbling Vireo* 
Vireo gilvus 

common uncommon occasional   
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Common Name 
Scientific name 

Spring 
(March–May) 

Summer 
(June–August) 

Fall 
(Sept.–Nov.) 

Winter 
(Dec.–Feb.) 

Philadelphia Vireo 
Vireo philadelphicus 

rare    rare   

Red-eyed Vireo 
Vireo olivaceus 

uncommon common  occasional   

Blue Jay* 
Cyanocitta cristata 

uncommon uncommon uncommon uncommon 

Back-billed Magpie 
Pica hudsonia 

rare   rare rare 

American Crow* 
Corvus brachyrhynchos 

common common common uncommon 

Horned Lark* 
Eremophila alpestris 

common uncommon common common 

Purple Martin* 
Progne subis 

uncommon uncommon rare   

Tree Swallow* 
Tachycineta bicolor 

common common common   

Northern Rough-winged 
Swallow* 
Stelgidopteryx serripennis 

common uncommon uncommon   

Bank Swallow* 
Riparia riparia 

common common uncommon   

Cliff Swallow* 
Petrochelidon pyrrhonota 

common common rare   

Barn Swallow* 
Hirundo rustica 

common common uncommon   

Black-capped Chickadee* 
Poecile atricapillus 

common common common common 

Red-breasted Nuthatch 
Sitta canadensis 

     rare rare 

White-breasted Nuthatch* 
Sitta carolinensis 

common common common common 

Brown Creeper 
Certhia americana 

uncommon   uncommon rare 

House Wren* 
Troglodytes aedon 

common common uncommon  

Winter Wren 
Troglodytes troglodytes 

rare    rare   

Sedge Wren* 
Cistothorus platensis 

common common common   

Marsh Wren* 
Cistothorus palustris 

common common common   

Golden-crowned Kinglet 
Regulus satrapa 

uncommon   uncommon rare 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet 
Regulus calendula 

common   common   

Eastern Bluebird* 
Sialia sialis 

uncommon uncommon uncommon   

Veery 
Catharus fuscescens 

occasional   occasional   

Gray-cheeked Thrush 
Catharus minimus 

rare   rare   

Swainson’s Thrush 
Catharus ustulatus 

uncommon   uncommon   
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Common Name 
Scientific name 

Spring 
(March–May) 

Summer 
(June–August) 

Fall 
(Sept.–Nov.) 

Winter 
(Dec.–Feb.) 

Hermit Thrush 
Catharus guttatus 

uncommon   uncommon   

Wood Thrush 
Hylocichla mustelina 

rare   rare   

American Robin* 
Turdus migratorius 

common common common occasional 

Gray Catbird* 
Dumetella carolinensis 

common common uncommon   

Brown Thrasher* 
Toxostoma rufum 

common common uncommon   

European Starling* 
Sturnus vulgaris 

common common common common 

Cedar Waxwing 
Bombycilla cedrorum 

common uncommon common occasional 

Lapland Longspur 
Calcarius lapponicus 

occasional  occasional rare 

Snow Bunting 
Plectrophenax nivalis 

rare  uncommon uncommon 

Golden-winged Warbler 
Vermivora chrysoptera 

rare       

Tennessee Warbler 
Oreothlypis peregrina  

uncommon   uncommon   

Orange-crowned Warbler 
Oreothlypis celata 

uncommon   common   

Nashville Warbler 
Oreothlypis ruficapilla 

uncommon   uncommon   

Yellow Warbler* 
Dendroica petechia 

common common common   

Chestnut-sided Warbler 
Dendroica pensylvanica 

occasional   occasional   

Magnolia Warbler 
Dendroica magnolia 

occasional   occasional   

Cape May Warbler 
Dendroica tigrina 

occasional   occasional   

Black-throated Green 
Warbler 
Dendroica virens 

occasional   occasional   

Yellow-rumped Warbler 
Dendroica coronata 

common   common   

Pine Warbler 
Dendroica pinus 

rare       

Palm Warbler 
Dendroica palmarum 

rare    rare   

Blackpoll Warbler 
Dendroica striata 

rare    rare   

Black-and-white Warbler 
Mniotilta varia 

common rare uncommon   

American Redstart* 
Setophaga ruticilla 

uncommon uncommon  uncommon   

Ovenbird* 
Seiurus aurocapillus 

uncommon occasional occasional   

Northern Waterthrush 
Parkesia noveboracensis 

occasional   occasional   
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Common Name 
Scientific name 

Spring 
(March–May) 

Summer 
(June–August) 

Fall 
(Sept.–Nov.) 

Winter 
(Dec.–Feb.) 

Mourning Warbler 
Oporornis philadelphia 

rare    rare   

Common Yellowthroat* 
Geothlypis trichas 

common common common   

Wilson’s Warbler 
Wilsonia pusilla 

occasional   occasional   

Canada Warbler 
Wilsonia canadensis 

uncommon   uncommon   

Yellow-breasted Chat 
Icteria virens 

rare rare rare   

Eastern Towhee 
Pipilo erythrophthalmus 

rare rare rare   

American Tree Sparrow 
Spizella arborea 

uncommon  uncommon rare 

Chipping Sparrow* 
Spizella passerina 

common common common  

Clay-colored Sparrow* 
Spizella pallida 

common uncommon uncommon   

Field Sparrow* 
Spizella pusilla 

occasional occasional occasional   

Vesper Sparrow* 
Pooecetes gramineus 

common common common   

Lark Sparrow 
Chondestes grammacus 

occasional  occasional     

Savannah Sparrow* 
Passerculus sandwichensis 

uncommon common uncommon   

Grasshopper Sparrow* 
Ammodramus savannarum 

uncommon uncommon uncommon   

Henslow’s Sparrow 
Ammodramus henslowii 

rare rare    

Le Conte’s Sparrow 
Ammodramus leconteii 

occasional rare occasional   

Fox Sparrow 
Passerelia iliaca 

uncommon   uncommon   

Song Sparrow* 
Melospiza melodia 

common common common rare 

Lincoln’s Sparrow 
Melospiza lincolnii 

uncommon   uncommon   

Swamp Sparrow* 
Melospiza georgiana 

common common common   

White-throated Sparrow 
Zonotrichia albicollis 

common   common   

Harris’ Sparrow 
Zonotrichia querula 

uncommon   common rare 

White-crowned Sparrow 
Zonotrichia leucophrys 

uncommon   uncommon   

Dark-eyed Junco 
Junco hyemalis 

uncommon   uncommon occasional 

Summer Tanager 
Piranga rubra 

occasional      

Scarlet Tanager 
Piranga olivacea 

occasional rare    

Northern Cardinal* occasional occasional occasional occasional 
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Common Name 
Scientific name 

Spring 
(March–May) 

Summer 
(June–August) 

Fall 
(Sept.–Nov.) 

Winter 
(Dec.–Feb.) 

Cardinalis cardinalis 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak* 
Pheucticus ludovicianus 

uncommon uncommon rare   

Indigo Bunting* 
Passerina cyanea 

occasional occasional rare   

Dickcissel* 
Spiza americana 

uncommon common occasional   

Bobolink* 
Dolichonyx oryzivorus 

common common common   

Red-winged Blackbird* 
Agelaius phoeniceus 

abundant abundant abundant rare 

Western Meadowlark* 
Stumella neglecta 

uncommon uncommon uncommon rare 

Yellow-headed Blackbird* 
Xanthocephalus 
xanthocephalus 

common common common rare 

Rusty Blackbird 
Euphagus carolinus 

uncommon   uncommon rare 

Brewer’s Blackbird 
Euphagus cyanocephalus 

uncommon uncommon uncommon rare 

Common Grackle* 
Quiscalus quiscula 

common common common rare 

Brown-headed Cowbird* 
Molothrus ater 

common common common rare 

Orchard Oriole* 
Icterus spurius 

uncommon uncommon     

Baltimore Oriole* 
Icterus galbula 

uncommon uncommon occasional   

Pine Grosbeak 
Pinicola enucleator 

      rare 

Purple Finch 
Carpodacus purpureus 

occasional   uncommon uncommon 

Red Crossbill 
Loxia curvirostra 

rare   rare rare 

White-winged Crossbill 
Loxia leucoptera 

    rare rare 

Common Redpoll 
Acanthis flammea 

uncommon   rare uncommon 

Hoary Redpoll 
Acanthis hornemanni 

      rare 

Pine Siskin 
Spinus pinus 

occasional rare occasional occasional 

American Goldfinch 
Spinus tristis 

common common common uncommon 

Evening Grosbeak 
Coccothraustes vespertinus 

 rare   rare rare 

House Sparrow* 
Passer domesticus 

common common common common 

Note: * - nests locally     
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Big Stone NWR Butterflies 
 
Common Name 
Scientific name 
Dakota Long Dash 
Polites mystic dacotah 

Great Spangled Fritillary 
Speyeria cybele 

Eastern-tailed Blue 
Everes comyntas 

Tawny-edged Skipper 
Polites themistocles 

Buckeye 
Junonia coenia 

European Cabbage Butterfly 
Artogela rapae 

Dakota Skipper 
Hesperia dacotae 

Alfalfa Sulfur 
Colias eurytheme 

Arge Tiger Moth 
Grammia arge 

Poweshiek Skipperling 
Oarisma poweshiek 

American Painted Lady 
Vanessa virginiensis 

Eyed Brown 
Lethe eurydice 

Lagus Skipper 
Atrytone logan lagus 

Variegated Fritillary 
Euptoieta claudia 

Mulberry Wing 
Poanes massasoit massasoit 

Least Skipper 
Ancyloxypha numitor 

Little Yellow 
Eurema lisa 

Tiger Swallowtail 
Pterourus glaucus glaucus 

Checkered Skipper 
Pyrgus communis 

Common Wood Nymph 
Cercyonis pegala 

Grey-veined White 
Pieris napi oleracea 

Silver-spotted Skipper 
Epargyreus clarus clarus 

Bronze Copper 
Hyllolycaena hyllus 

Cabbage Butterfly 
Pieris rapae 

Pearl Crescent Skipper 
Phyclodes tharos 

Eight-spotted Forester 
Alypia octomaculata 

Clouded Sulphur 
Colias philodice 

Regal Fritillary 
Speyeria idalia 

Coral Hairstreak 
Harkenclenus titus 

Spring Azure 
Celastrina argiolus 

Mourning Cloak 
Nymphalis antiopa 

Todd’s Meadow Fritillary 
Clossiana bellona toddi 

Question Mark 
Polygonia interrogationis 

Black Swallowtail 
Papilio polyxenes asterius 

Little Wood Satyr 
Megisto cymela 

Red Admiral 
Vanessa atalanta rubia 

Melissa Blue 
Lycaeides melissa 

Northern Broken Dash 
Wallengrenia egeremet 

Northern Pearly Eye 
Enodia anthedon 

Viceroy 
Basilarchia archippus 

Monarch Butterfly 
Danaus plexippus 

Eyed Brown 
Satyrode eurydice 

Northern Pearl Crescent 
Phyciodes pascoensis 

Red-spotted Purple 
Basilarchia arthemis 

Ringlet 
Coenonympha tullia 

Carlota Checkerspot 
Charidryas gorgone carlota 
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Big Stone NWR Fish Species 
 
Common Name 
Scientific name 
Bowfin 
Amia calva 

Largemouth Buffalofish 
Ictiobus cypinellus 

Largemouth Bass 
Micropterus salmoides 

Shortnose Gar 
Lepisosteus platostomus 

Quillback Carpsucker 
Carpiodes cyprinus 

Smallmouth Bass 
Micropterus dolomieui 

Northern Pike 
Esox lucius 

Northern Redhorse 
Moxostoma macrolepidotum 

Black Crappie 
Pomoxis nigro maculates 

Central Mudminnow 
Umbra limi 

White Sucker 
Catostomus commersoni 

Rockbass 
Ambloplites rupestris 

European Carp 
Cyprinus carpio 

Channel Catfish 
Ictalurus punctatus 

Bluegill 
Leopomis macrochirus 

Flathead Minnow 
Pimephales promelas 

Yellow Bullhead 
Ictalurus natalis 

Orange-spotted Sunfish 
Leopomis humilis 

Bluntnose Minnow 
Pimephales notatus 

Brown Bullhead 
Ictalurus nebulosus 

Yellow Perch 
Perca flavescens 

Northern Lake Chub 
Couesius plumbea 

Black Bullhead 
Ictalurus melas 

Walleye 
Stizostedion vitreum 

Hornyhead Chub 
Hybopsis biguttata 

Banded Killifish 
Fundulus diaphanus 

Johnny Darter 
Etheostoma nigrum 

Common Shiner 
Notropis cornutus 

Ninespine Stickleback 
Pungitius pungitius 

Iowa Darter 
Etheostoma exile 

Spottail Shiner 
Notropis procne 

Brook Stickleback 
Culaea inconstans 

Freshwater Drum 
Aplodinotus grunniens 

Emerald Shiner 
Notropis atherinoides 

White Bass 
Roccus chrysops  
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Big Stone NWR Mammal Species 
 
Common Name 
Scientific name 
Masked Shrew 
Sorex cinereus 

Meadow Jumping Mouse 
Zapus hudsonius 

Muskrat 
Ondatra zibethicus 

Short-tailed Shrew 
Blarina brevicauda 

Meadow Vole 
Microtus pennsylvanicus 

Long-tailed Weasel 
Mustela frenata 

Eastern Mole 
Scalopus aquaticus 

Prairie Vole 
Microtus ochrogaster 

Short-tailed weasel 
Mustela erminea 

Little Brown Bat 
Myotis myotis lucifugus 

Plains Pocket Gopher 
Geomys bursarius 

Mink 
Mustela vison 

Silver-haired Bat 
Lasionycteris noctivagans 

Richardson Ground Squirrel 
Spermophilus richardsoni 

River Otter 
Lutra canadensis 

Eastern Pipistrel 
Pipistrellus subflavus 

Thirteen-lined Ground Squirrel 
Spermophilus tridecemlineatus 

Raccoon 
Procyon lotor 

Big Brown Bat 
Eptesicus fuscus 

Franklin’s Ground Squirrel 
Spermophilus franklinii 

Striped Skunk 
Mephitis mephitis 

Red Bat 
Lasiurus borealis 

Eastern Chipmunk 
Tamias striatus 

Spotted Skunk 
Spilogale putorius 

Hoary Bat 
Lasiurus cinereus 

Eastern Fox Squirrel 
Sciurus niger 

Virginia Opossum 
Didelphis virginiana 

White-footed Mouse 
Peromyscus leucopus 

Eastern Gray Squirrel 
Sciurus carolinensis 

Badger 
Taxidea taxus 

Deer Mouse 
Peromyscus maniculatus 

Red Squirrel 
Tamiasciurus hudsonicus 

Red fox 
Vulpes vulpes 

House Mouse 
Mus musculus 

Woodchuck 
Marmota monax 

Gray Fox 
Urocyon cinereoargenteus 

Plains Pocket Mouse 
Perognathus flavescens 

Eastern Cottontail 
Sylvilagus floridanus 

Coyote 
Canis latrans 

Western Harvest Mouse 
Reithrodontomys megalotis 

Whitetail Jackrabbit 
Lepus townsendii 

Bobcat 
Lynx rufus 

Northern Grasshopper Mouse 
Onychomys leucogaster 

Beaver 
Castor canadensis 

White-tailed deer 
Odocoileus virginianus 

Mountain Lion  
Puma concolor 

Moose 
Alces alces 
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Big Stone NWR Plants 
 
Grasses 
Alkali grass 
Puccinella nuttaliana 

Kentucky bluegrass 
Poa pratensis 

Reed canarygrass 
Phalaris arundinacea 

Big bluestem 
Andropogon gerardii 

Large Crab-grass 
Digitaria sanguinalis 

Rice cutgrass 
Leersia oryzoides 

Blue grama 
Bouteloua gracilis 

Little barley 
Hordeum pusillum 

Salt grass 
Distichlis stricta 

Bluejoint 
Calamagrostis canadensis 

Little bluestem 
Schizachyrium scoparium 

Sand dropseed 
Sporobolus cryptandrus 

Northern reedgrass  
Calamagrostis stricta  inexpansa 

Mat muhly 
Muhlenbergia richardsonis 

Sand reedgrass 
Calamovilfa longifolia 

Canada bluegrass 
Poa compressa 

Needle and Thread 
Stipa comata 

Side-oats grama 
Bouteloua curtipendula 

Canada wild rye 
Elymus canadensis 

Pale/Torrey’s Manna-grass 
Torreyochloa pallida 

Slender wheatgrass 
Elymus trachycaulus  

Creeping bent 
Agrostis stolonifera var. palustris 

Plains bluegrass 
Poa arida 

Small Rush-grass 
Sporobolus neglectus 

Carolina foxtail 
Alopecurus carolinianus 

Plains muhly 
Muhlenbergia cuspidata 

Smooth brome grass 
Bromus inermus 

Foxtail barley 
Hordeum jubatum 

Common reed 
Phragmites australis 

Stinkgrass 
Eragrostis cilianensis 

Green foxtail 
Setaria viridis 

Porcupine grass 
Stipa spartea 

Switchgrass 
Panicum virgatum 

Green needlegrass 
Stipa viridula 

Prairie cordgrass 
Spartina pectinata 

Tall dropseed 
Sporobolus asper 

Hairy chess 
Bromus commutatus 

Prairie dropseed 
Sporobolus heterolepis 

Timothy 
Phleum pratense 

Hairy grama 
Bouteloua hirsuta 

Quackgrass 
Agropyron repens 

Tufted hairgrass 
Deschampsia caespitosa 

Indiangrass 
Sorghastrum nutans 

Red threeawn 
Aristida purpurea 

Virginia wild-rye 
Elymus virginicus 

Junegrass 
Koeleria macrantha 

Red top 
Agrostis alba 

Witchgrass 
Panicum capillare 

Kalm’s Brome/Prairie Brome 
Bromus kalmii 

Bearded wheatgrass 
Elymus caninus 

 

 
 
Aquatic Monocots 
American lotus 
Nelumbo lutea 

Hardstem bulrush 
Scirpus acutus 

Slender sedge 
Carex tenera 

Arrowhead/Duck potato 
Sagittaria latifolia 

Marsh marigold 
Caltha palustris 

Slough sedge 
Carex atherodes 

Blunt spikerush  
Eleocharis obtusa 

Mudwort 
Limosella aquatica 

Softstem bulrush 
Scirpus validus 

Broad-leaved cattail 
Typha latifolia 

Narrow-leaved cattail 
Typha angustifolia 

Sun sedge 
Carex inops subs. heliophila 

Common duckweed 
Lemna minor 

Needle spikerush 
Eleocharis acicularis 

Three-square bulrush 
Scirpus americanus 

Coon’s tail 
Ceratophyllum demersum 

Needleleaf sedge 
Carex elocharis 

Three-stamened waterwort 
Elatine triandra 

Cypresslike sedge 
Carex pseudocyperus 

Pondweeds 
Potamogeton spp. 

White water lily 
Nympyhae spp. 



Appendix C: Species Lists 

Big Stone NWR / Comprehensive Conservation Plan 
93 

Aquatic Monocots 
Dudley rush 
Juncus tenuis var. 
dudley/interior 

River bulrush 
Scirpus fluviatalus 

Wild celery 
Vallisneria americana 

Giant bur-reed 
Sparganium eurycarpum. 

Round-leaved hedge-hyssop 
Bacopa rotundifolia 

Wild rice 
Zizania aquatica 

Greater bladderwort 
Utricularia vulgaris var. 
americana 

Baltic Rush 
Juncus arcticus var. balticus 

Yellow nutsedge 
Cyperus odoratus 

Disk hyssop 
Gratiola neglecta 

Field sedge 
Carex brevior 

Flatstem spikerush 
Eleocharis compressa 

Inland rush 
Juncus interior 

Spikerush sedge 
Carex stenophylla 

 

 
 
Trees and Shrubs 
Alder 
Alnus spp. 

Common prickly-ash 
Zanthoxylum americanum 

River birch 
Betula nigra 

American basswood 
Tilia americana 

Common red raspberry 
Rubus idaeus var. strigosus 

Round-leaf serviceberry 
Amelanchier sanguinea  

American elm 
Ulmus americana 

American black currant 
Ribes americanum 

Russian olive 
Elaeagnus angustifolia 

American hazel 
Corylus americana 

False indigo 
Amorpha fruticosa 

Sand cherry 
Prunus pumila 

Bitternut hickory 
Carya cordiformis 

Frosted hawthorne 
Crataegus priunoso 

Sandbar willow 
Salix exigua 

Black walnut 
Juglans niger 

Green ash 
Fraxinus pennsylvanica 

Siberian elm 
Ulmus pumila 

Black willow 
Salix nigra 

Grey-stemmed dogwood 
Cornus racemosa 

Silver maple 
Acer saccharinum 

Bog birch 
Betula pumila 

Lead plant 
Amorpha canescens 

Smooth sumac 
Rhus glabra 

Box elder 
Acer negundo 

Northern pin oak  
Quercus ellipsoidalis 

Trembling aspen 
Populus tremuloides 

Buckthorn 
Rhamnus cathartica 

Northern red oak 
Quercus rubra 

Western snowberry 
Symphoricarpos occidentalis 

Bur oak 
Quercus macrocarpa 

Peach-leaved willow 
Salix amygdaloides 

Wild plum 
Prunus americana 

Buttonbrush 
Cephalanthus occidentalis 

Plains cottonwood 
Populus deltoides 

Wild rose 
Rosa arkansana 

Chokecherry 
Prunus virginiana 

Red-osier dogwood 
Cornus stolonifera 

Eastern red cedar 
Juniperus virginiana 

 
 
Vines 
Canada moonseed 
Menispermum canadense 

Riverbank grape 
Vitus riparia 

Virgin’s bower 
Clematis virginiana 

 
 
Forbs 
Absinth wormwood 
Artemisia absinthium 

Gray-headed coneflower 
Ratibida pinnata 

Riddell’s goldenrod 
Solidago ridellii 

Alfalfa 
Medicago sativa 

Green milkweed 
Asclepias viridflora 

Rough blazing star 
Liatris aspera 
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Forbs 
American deervetch 
Lotus purshianus 

Green sagewort 
Artemisia dracunculus 

Rough false pennyroyal 
Hedeoma hispida 

American vetch 
Vicia americana 

Green-headed coneflower 
Rudbeckia laciniata var. 
laciniata 

Round-headed bush clover 
Lespedeza capitata 

Annual sunflower 
Helianthus annus 

Groundplum milkvetch 
Astragalus crassicarpus 

Rush skeleton plant  
Lygodesmia juncea 

Aromatic aster 
Aster oblongifolius 

Hairy goldaster 
Chrysopsis villosa 

Saw-toothed sunflower 
Helianthus grosseserratus 

Asparagus 
Asparagus officinalis 

Hairy Solomon’s seal 
Polygonatum pubescens 

Scarlet gaura 
Gaura coccinea 

Balsam ragwort 
Packera paupercula 

Hard-leaved goldenrod 
Solidago rigida 

Scouring rush 
Equisetum hyemale 

Bastard toadflax 
Commandra umbellata 

Heartleaf Alexander 
Zizia aptera 

Sharp-lobed hepatica 
Hepatica acutiloba 

Beggarticks 
Bidens cernua 

Heath aster 
Aster ericoides 

Showy milkweed 
Asclepias speciosa 

Bird’s foot violet 
Viola pedata 

Hedge bindweed 
Calystegia sepium 

Silky aster 
Aster sericeus 

Black medic 
Medicago lupulina 

Hoary puccoon 
Lithospermum canescens 

Silverleaf scurfpea 
Psoralea argophylla 

Black nightshade 
Solanum nigrum 

Hoary vervain 
Verbena stricta 

Silverweed 
Potentilla anserina 

Black-eyed susan 
Rudbeckia hirta 

Horseweed 
Conyza canadensis 

Slender beardtongue 
Penstemon gracilis 

Bladder campion 
Silene vulgaris 

Prairie turnip 
Psoralea esculenta 

Slim knotweed 
Polygonum tenue 

Bloodroot 
Sanguinaria canadensis 

Indian hemp 
Apocynum cannabinum 

Small-flowered fame flower 
Talinum parviflorum 

Blue lettuce 
Lactuca pulchella 

Woolly plantain 
Plantago patagonica 

Small-leaf pussytoes 
Antennaria neglecta 

Blue vervain 
Verbena hastata 

Ironweed 
Veronia fasiculata 

Smooth horsetail 
Equisetum laevigatum 

Bouncing bet 
Saponaria officinalis 

Jerusalem Artichoke 
Helianthus tuberosus 

Smooth Solomon’s seal 
Polygonatum biflorum 

Buffalo bur 
Solanum rostratum 

Lance-leaved ground cherry 
Physalis virginiana 

Spiny-leaved sow-thistle 
Sonchus asper  

Bushy cinquefoil 
Potentilla paradoxa 

Large-flowered beardtongue 
Penstemon grandiflorus 

Spotted joe pye weed 
Eupatorium maculatum 

Buttercup 
Ranunculus spp.         

Late goldenrod 
Solidago gigantea 

Spring cress 
Cardamine bulbosa 

Butterflyweed 
Asclepias tuberosa 

Leafy spurge 
Euphorbia esula 

Square-stemmed monkey flower 
Mimulus ringens 

Canada goldenrod 
Solidago canadensis 

Long-leaved Houstonia/bluets 
Hedyotis longifolia 

Star-flowered Solomon’s seal 
Smilacina stellate 

Canada milkvetch 
Astragalus canadensis 

Marsh vetchling 
Lathyrus palustris 

Stiff sunflower 
Helianthus rigidus 

Canada thistle 
Cirsium arvense 

Maximilian sunflower 
Helianthus maximiliani 

Stinging nettle 
Urtica dioica 

Carolina crane’s-bill 
Geranium carolinianum 

Meadow anemone 
Anemone canadensis 

Swamp lousewort 
Pedicularis lanceolata 

Carrion flower 
Smilax herbacea 

Meadow garlic 
Allium canadense 

Swamp milkweed 
Asclepias incarnata 

Clammy ground cherry Meadow goat’s beard Tall bellflower 
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Forbs 
Physalis heterophylla Tragopogon dubius Campanula americana 
Closed/Bottle gentian 
Gentiana andrewsii 

Missouri goldenrod 
Solidago missouriensis 

Tall cinquefoil 
Potentilla arguta 

Cocklebur 
Xanthium strumarian 

Motherwort 
Leonurus cardiaca 

Textile onion 
Allium textile 

Columbine 
Aquilegia canadensis 

Mousetail 
Myosurus minimus 

Thimbleweed 
Anemone cylindrica 

Common dandelion 
Taraxacum officinale 

Mustard 
Brassica nigra 

Toothed/Yellow evening 
primrose 
Calylophus serrulatus 

Common mullein 
Verbascum thapsus 

New England aster 
Aster novae-angliae 

Tumble mustard 
Sisymbrium altissimum 

Common ragweed 
Ambrosia artemisiifolia 

Nodding wild onion 
Allium cernuum 

Violet wood-sorrel 
Oxalis violacea 

Common yarrow 
Achillea millefolium 

Northern bedstraw 
Galium boreale 

Virginia waterleaf 
Hydrophyllum virginicum 

Common/Tall boneset 
Eupatorium 
perfoliatum/altissimum 

Oldfield goldenrod 
Solidago nemoralis 

Water mouse-ear chickweed 
Stachys aquatica 

Cup plant 
Silphium perfoliatum 

Ox-eye sunflower 
Heliopsis helianthoides 

Water parsnip 
Sium suave 

Curly dock 
Rumex crispus 

Pale-spiked lobelia 
Lobelia spicata 

Western ragweed 
Ambrosia psilostachya 

Curlycup Gumweed 
Grindelia squarrosa 

Panicled aster 
Aster lanceolatus (simplex) 

Western water-horehound 
Lycopus asper 

Cutleaf ironplant 
Haplopappus spinulosus 

Pasque flower 
Anemone patens 

White beardtongue 
Penstemon albidus 

Cut-leaved water-horehound 
Lycopus americanus 

Perennial sow-thistle 
Sonchus arvensis  

White camass 
Zigadenus elegans 

Daisy fleabane 
Erigeron strigosus 

Pinkweed 
Polygonum pensylvanicum 

White Canada violet 
Viola canadensis 

Dame’s rocket 
Hesperis matronalis 

Poison ivy 
Rhus radicans 

White clover 
Trifolium repens 

Ditch stonecrop 
Penthorum sedoides 

Prairie dodder 
Cuscuta gronovii or pentagona 

White lady’s slipper 
Cypripedium candidum 

Dotted blazing star 
Liatris punctata 

Prairie alum-root 
Heuchera richardsonii 

White lettuce 
Prenanthes alba 

Downy gentian 
Gentiana puberulenta 

Prairie blazing star 
Liatris pycnostachya 

White prairie clover 
Dalea candida 

Downy painted cup 
Castilleja sessiliflora 

Prairie blue-eyed grass 
Sisyrinchium campestre 

White sage 
Artemisia ludoviciana 

Downy yellow violet 
Viola pubescens 

Prairie chickweed 
Cerastium arvense 

White smartweed 
Polygonum punctatum 

Early goldenrod 
Solidago juncea 

Prairie cinquefoil 
Potentilla pensylvanica 

White snakeroot 
Eupatorium rugosum 

Evening primrose 
Oenothera biennis 

Prairie dandelion 
Agoseris glauca 

White sweet-clover 
Melilotus alba 

False boneset 
Kuhnia eupatorioides  

Prairie larkspur 
Delphinium virescens 

White wild parsley 
Lomatium orientale 

False gromwell 
Onosmodium molle 

Prairie moonwort 
Botrychium campestre 

Whorled milkweed 
Asclepias verticillata 

Field bindweed 
Convolvulus arvensis 

Prairie onion 
Allium stellatum 

Wild bergamot 
Monarda fistulosa 

Field milkvetch Prairie phlox Wild lettuce 
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Forbs 
Astragalus agrestris Phlox pilosa Lactuca canadensis 
Field pennycress 
Thlaspi arvense 

Prairie ragwort 
Senecio plattensis 

Wild licorice 
Glycycrrhiza lepidota 

Field thistle 
Cirsium discolor 

Prairie smoke 
Geum triflorum 

Wild mint 
Mentha arvensis 

Floodman’s thistle 
Cirsium flodmani 

Western spiderwort 
Tradescantia occidentalis 

Wild pepper-grass 
Lepidium virginicum 

Four-O’clock 
Mirabilis nyctaginea 

Prairie tick trefoil 
Desmodium illinoense 

Wild sarsaparilla 
Aralia nudicaulis 

Fringed puccoon 
Lithospermum incisum 

Prairie violet 
Viola pedatifida 

Wild strawberry 
Fragaria virginiana 

Fringed sagewort 
Artemisia frigida 

Purple coneflower 
Echinacea angustifolia 

Wood betony 
Pedicularis canadensis 

Giant sunflower 
Helianthus giganteus 

Purple meadow rue 
Thalictrum dasycarpum  

Wood lily 
Lilium philadelphicum var. 
andinum 

Gill over the ground 
Glechoma hederacea 

Purple prairie clover 
Dalea purpureum 

Woolly blue violet 
Viola soroia 

Golden Alexander 
Zizia aurea 

Purslane 
Portulacea oleracea 

Woundwort 
Stachys palustris 

Golden corydalis 
Corydalis aurea 

Purslane speedwell 
Veronica peregrina 

Yellow coneflower      
Ratibida columnifera 

Golden ragwort    
Senecio aereus 

Rattlesnake root 
Prenanthes racemosa 

Yellow star grass 
Hypoxis hirsuta 

Goosefoot 
Chenopodium album 

Red clover 
Trifolium pratense 

Yellow sweet-clover 
Melilotus officinalis 

False pennyroyal 
Isanthus brachiatus 

Sleepy catchfly 
Silene antirrhina 

Rock spikemoss 
Selaginella rupestris 

Small touch-me-not 
Myosotis verna 

Western androsace 
Androsace occidentalis 

 

 
 
Cacti 
Ball cactus 
Escobaria vivipara 

  

Brittle pricklypear 
Opuntia fragilis 

  

 
 
Ferns 
Fragile fern 
Cystopteris fragilis 

Hairy-lip fern 
Cheilanthes llanosa 

Rusty woodsia fern 
Woodsia ilvensis 

Oregon woodsia 
Woodsia oregana 

  

 
 
Mosses 
Lycopidium spp. 
 

Sphagnum moss 
Sphagnum spp. 
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Big Stone NWR Reptiles and Amphibians 
 
Common Name 
Scientific name 
Snapping turtle 
Chelydra serpentina 

Western Plains Garter Snake 
Thamnophis radix haydeni 

American Toad 
Bufo americanus 

Western Painted Turtle 
Chrysemys picta belii 

Red-sided Garter Snake 
Thamnophis sirtalis parietalis 

Great Plains Toad 
Bufo cognatus 

Western Spiny Softshell Turtle 
Trionyx spinifer hartwegi 

Fox Snake 
Elaphe vulpina 

Canadian Toad 
Bufo hemiophrys 

Smooth Softshell Turtle 
Apalone mutica 

Western Hognose Snake 
Heterodon nasicus 

Western Chorus Frog 
Pseudacris triseriata triseriata 

Bluetailed or Five-lined Skink 
Eumeces fasciatus 

Bull Snake 
Pituophis melanoleucus sayi 

Upland Chorus Frog 
Pseudacris triseriata feriarum 

Northern Prairie Skink 
Eumeces serptentrionalis 
septentrionalis 

Mudpuppy 
Necturus maculosus 

Northern Leopard Frog 
Rana pipiens pipiens 

Northern Red-bellied Snake 
Storeria occipitomaculata 
occipitomaculata 

Eastern Tiger salamander 
Ambystoma tigrinum trigrinum 

 

 
 
 


