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Recovering Lake Erie’s Natural Heritage
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Nearing the finish line…delisting is in sight!

Seems like we’ve been running (or walking or
slithering?) this race for a long time now… almost
11 years.  This race to protect a creature not
everyone is fond of, to preserve natural habitat that
some regard as prime development lots, to come
to an understanding of the balance of nature and
human beings as a part of that balance within this
island microcosm.  And in some respects we are
nearing the finish line.

After nearly 11 years on the Federal list of
Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants,
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) has
determined that the Lake Erie Watersnake
(LEWS) population has rebounded to the point
that it no longer warrants “threatened” status!  This
is truly an amazing and highly anticipated accomp-
lishment, both as a testament to the success of the
Endangered Species Act, and a local victory for
the fish, wildlife, plants, and people that call the
western Lake Erie Islands their home.

As many of us have observed, the population of
LEWS has substantially rebounded in the past
decade, and LEWS are plentiful along the

shorelines of many of the islands.  About 300 acres
of inland habitat and 11 miles of shoreline have been
protected for the snake since it was listed, with
several more island habitat conservation projects in
the works.  While this habitat may have been
protected to serve as refugia for LEWS, every
square inch of that habitat is also available for other
fish, wildlife, and plants to benefit from, and many
of these protected habitat areas are also available
for island residents and visitors to enjoy.

In a proposed rule published June 1, 2010 in the
Federal Register, the Service said the LEWS has
responded well to measures aimed at restoring its
population and eliminating or reducing threats to the
snake.  The proposed rule outlining the status of
the snake and proposing that the snake be
delisted is currently available for peer and
public review and comment at:  www.fws.gov/
midwest/endangered, and we invite all island
residents and visitors to provide feedback.
The Service will evaluate information received from
the public and, based on the best available scientific
information, make a final decision within one year
on whether to delist the LEWS.

(cont. on page 2)
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removed. The Service is issuing a draft Post-
delisting Monitoring Plan for public and peer
review and comment, concurrent with the
proposed rule to delist the LEWS.

Comments on the proposed rule and the draft post-
delisting monitoring plan must be submitted by
August 2, 2010.  Comments may be submitted
through the Federal eRulemaking Portal: http://
www.regulations.gov. Follow the instructions for
submitting comments. Comments are also accepted
via U.S. mail or hand-delivery: Public Comments
Processing, Attn: FWS-R3-ES-2010-0039;
Division of Policy and Directives Management;
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service; 4401 N. Fairfax
Drive, Suite 222; Arlington, VA 22203.

“As with the bald eagle, the American alligator, and
many other species, the delisting of the watersnake
demonstrates once again how effective the Endan-
gered Species Act can be in bringing species back
from the brink of extinction when we work hand-
in-hand with states, local communities, and other
partners,” said Tom Strickland, Assistant Secretary
of the Interior for Fish and Wildlife and Parks.

“As with most conservation success stories, the
comeback of the Lake Erie Watersnake is the
result of different groups of people working toward
a common goal,” said Tom Melius, the Service’s
Midwest Regional Director. “All partners – local
citizens to government agencies - worked hard to
address threats to this species and ensure its long-
term survival.”

The Service recognizes that it has been a long and
sometimes difficult road for the islanders that have
made this conservation success possible.  It took
effort and patience and understanding by many
people—particularly many private landowners who
are not necessarily fond of snakes—to get to this
point.  We thank you for recognizing that LEWS
and people can coexist on the islands, implementing
conservation measures on your property, allowing
researchers to access your property, and taking
time to observe and learn about LEWS and why
they are unique.  Without your efforts, recovery of
LEWS would not have been possible.

Some of the key partner organizations in the efforts
to recover the LEWS include the Ohio Department
of Natural Resources, Northern Illinois University,
Lake Erie Islands Chapter of the Black Swamp
Conservancy, Western Reserve Land Conservancy,
Put-in-Bay Township Park District, the Cleveland
Museum of Natural History, and The Ohio State
University Stone Laboratory.  Without them,
recovery of the snake would not have been
possible, and we extend them our sincere gratitude.

When considering LEWS recovery, we may be
nearing the recovery goal, the delisting, the finish
line.  But for some people and organizations this
race to “save the snake” will be just part of a much
larger marathon—conservation of the globally
significant resources of the Lake Erie islands.
~ Megan Seymour and Georgia Parham, USFWS

Lake Erie Watersnake slithers toward the
shoreline.  Melanie Cota, USFWS

If the LEWS is delisted, monitoring of the status of
the snake will continue for some time.  The
Endangered Species Act (ESA) requires that a
species be monitored for a minimum of 5 years
after delisting, to ensure that the species remains
stable after the protections of the ESA are
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10 years, Over 10,000 Snakes Served!
Announcing the 10th Annual Lake Erie Watersnake Census

This year marks the 10th season of our annual LEWS population monitoring, also fondly known as “The
Nerodio” which occurred during the first two weeks of June this year. It’s hard to believe that ten years have
blazed by, but boy have we been busy! Since we started our annual census, more than 100 volunteers have
successfully captured and processed over 10,000 individual LEWS on the Lake Erie islands, and educated
more than 20 million people!! (That’s impressive!)

These 10,000+ captures form the bulk of the data we use to generate current island population estimates,
survival rates and population growth parameters. As I mentioned last year, we’ve shown that we have reached
and exceeded the number of adult LEWS needed for recovery on all islands, which in turn, has lead the
USFWS to proceed with the de-listing process! Our goal now and in the coming years will be to show that the
populations are remaining stable, a requirement of proposing de-listing. A personal goal of mine is also to get
more islanders involved with our census and education programs! I’m inviting all island residents who are
interested in learning more to call or e-mail me and hopefully set something up.

I sincerely want to thank all of you who have been supportive of our census over the past 10 years! Without
you, we really would not have been able to come as far as we have in the recovery of this species!
As always, please feel free to e-mail or call with any
questions or concerns. Thanks again and I’ll look
forward to seeing you on the shoreline!

~ Kristin Stanford ~ theislandsnakelady@yahoo.com
   Put-in-Bay Office: 419-285-1847

Middle Bass East Point Conservation Moving
Forward

The Trust for Public Land (TPL), Lake Erie Islands
Chapter of the Black Swamp Conservancy (LEIC-BSC),
and the Put-in-Bay Township Park District have been in
partnership to secure approximately eight acres on the
east point of Middle Bass Island.  The preservation and protection of this land will provide habitat for LEWS
as well as migratory songbirds. The preserve will be accessible by foot or by kayak. The area includes a small
dock, ramp, sloped shoreline, and wooded and grassland habitat.

Funding has been received from the Clean Ohio Conservation Fund, the Ohio Coastal Management Program,
the Land and Water Conservation Fund as well as many private donations and pledges including the Firelands
Audubon, Friends of Magee Marsh, Ohio Ornithological Society, and the Frost-Parker Foundation.

We now need to raise an additional $20,000 to clean up and restore the property. LEIC-BSC is able to
accept pledges towards the project and is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.  Please consider making a
pledge or donation.  For more information please visit:  http://lakeerieislandsbsc.com or call the LEIC-BSC at
419-285-5811 or TPL at (216) 928-7518, ext. 109.

~ Lisa Brohl, Lake Erie Islands Chapter, Black Swamp Conservancy

Photo: Lisa Brohl, LEIC-BSC
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Get WILD on Tuesday’s at Put-in-Bay!

The Lake Erie Islands Nature and Wildlife center is
excited to announce the continuation of our WILD
Tuesday! programs beginning on Tuesday June 1st

from 1:00 – 3:00pm. The programs will continue
every Tuesday thereafter (same time) through the 3rd

of August.  The goal of our WILD Tuesday
programs is to educate our visitors on Ohio’s native
wildlife by providing an up-close and often hands-
on interactive experience! Last year, more than
1,200 visitors attended these programs to learn
about our state endangered Lake Erie Watersnake
and a few of the other species of serpents we find
slithering around the islands.  We are excited about
our line up of programs this year, which include an
amazing variety of island wildlife (not just snakes)!
Cost for each program is just $1 per person, or
FREE with the purchase of an admission to the
museum or our new season pass for families (just
$25!). So come out, bring the kids and get WILD in
a good way at Put-in-Bay!

2010 Wild Tuesday Program Schedule

June 1st: The Buzz on Bees.
Dave Duncan, BeeOlogy: www.beeology.com

June 8th: Backyard Bugs.
Lisa Brohl, LEINWC

June 15th: Snakes, spiders and worms..Oh my!
Val Mettler and Glen Bernhardt, LEINWC

June 22nd: What’s Scat You Say?
Joy Pietkiewicz, Columbus Zoo

June 29th: Oodles of Owl Pellets!
Kate Ptak, LEINWC

July 6th: Amazing Amphibians.
Tyler Lawson, Stone Laboratory

July 13th: Ssslithering Ssserpents.
Kristin Stanford, Stone Laboratory

July 20th: Backyard Birds.
Paula Ziebarth, LEINWC

July 27th: Goin’ Batty!
Debbie Nofzinger, Wood County Park District

August 3rd: Fun with Fish.
Matt Thomas, Ohio Sea Grant and Stone
Laboratory

Hognose snake “playing dead.” Melanie Cota, USFWS

Melanistic garter snake on Middle Bass Island.  Megan
Seymour, USFWS

Blue Racer captured during Nerodio 2010.  Melanie Cota, USFWS
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Lake Erie Islands Nature and Wildlife Center
DISCOVER ISLAND NATURE FAMILY PROGRAMS

Don’t be left out! Register now for a fun day on the island with your family or by yourself
with our Discover Island Nature Family Programs!

Caves of South Bass  - Monday, July 12, 2010 with Erin Hazelton and Amy Newell
Snakes of the Lake Erie Islands  -  Saturday August 7, 2010 with Kristin Stanford

All programs are held on South Bass Island.  Registration begins at approximately 9:30 am
and sessions conclude no later than 3:30 pm.  Registrations can be found on our website at
www.lakeerieislandsbsc.com or by calling Valerie Mettler at 419-285-8301. Schedule
times, itinerary, ferry schedules, and maps will be sent with your registration materials or
may be found on our website.  Programs are appropriate for all age levels but do require
some walking, standing and lecture time.  The cave program requires the use of a ladder to
access the private cave.  Lunch is included in the registration fee.  Vegetarian lunches are
available upon request one week prior to the event.  A fee of $5 each is due with
registration.

Eastern fox snake.  Megan Seymour, USFWS

Lisa and Kristin—Division of Wildlife Award Winners!

Congratulations are in order for two of island-region’s most dedicated conservationists:  Lisa
Brohl and Kristin Stanford!  Both women received awards at the Wildlife Diversity
Conference, held on March 10, 2010 and sponsored by the Ohio Department of Natural
Resources (ODNR), Division of Wildlife.

Lisa Brohl received the Wildlife Diversity Conservation Award.  She is the chairperson of the
Board of Directors of the Lake Erie Island’s chapter of the Black Swamp Conservancy, a
conservation organization committed to preserving the integrity of the natural environment of
the Lake Erie Islands.  She has committed thousands of hours of volunteer time for years to
coordinate land acquisition and easements on the islands to dedicate them as conserva-tion
areas for the public, including parcels of land have been protected for LEWS habitat.
Another Division of Wildlife Award was presented to Kristin Stanford “for distinguished
service in conservation of Ohio’s wildlife resources.” During LEWS monitoring at the Middle

Bass Island State Park Marina project, Kristin
realized the marina basin had  a large concentration
of mussels. She and a  group of volunteers
collected and relocated as many mussels as
possible until the project was  completed and they
could be returned to the marina basin.

 Many thanks to you both for your persistent
 efforts to conserve wildlife and habitat on the Lake
Erie islands!
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 LEWS News online and in color!  http://www.fws.gov/midwest/Ohio/endangered_LEWS.html
Have questions, comments, or ideas for LEWS News?

Contact us!  Megan_Seymour@fws.gov

National Endangered Species Recovery Champion Award to LEWS Researchers

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Acting Director Rowan Gould presented the Recovery Champion award to Dr.
Rich King and Kristin Stanford at the North American Wildlife and Natural Resources Conference in
Milwaukee, WI on March 25, 2010.  The Recovery Champion award recognizes U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service employees and their partners for contributions to the recovery of threatened and endangered species
in the United States.

Kristin and Rich received the Recovery Champion Award for their combined 35 years of work to conserve
the LEWS.  King’s studies, which began in the 1980s, identified early population declines and threats to the
species.  Kristin has worked tirelessly to reach out to residents of the Lake Erie islands to provide an
understanding of the snake’s needs and to build support for its conservation.

“The dedication of Ms. Stanford and Dr. King to the conservation of the Lake Erie Watersnake, through both
scientific methods and strong public involvement, has recovery efforts for this species to the point that the
next step is to propose removing it from the list of endangered and threatened species.  There is no greater
measure of recovery success,” said the Service’s Midwest Regional Director Tom Melius.

Congratulations to both Rich and Kristin on this nationally recognized accomplishment!


