We just passed the
fourth anniversary
of the opening of
our “new” visitor
center. Wow — what
a fun ride it’s been!

November 11 was the observance of Veteran’s Day, and here in Neosho we
have two staff mem ' rs who were in the armed forces.

The country owes a debt of gratitude to military veterans, and the Service is
fortunate that many veterans find their skills can be put to good use conserving
the nature of America. More than 1,400 veterans work with us and that number
is growing.

More than 1,400 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service employees are military veterans,
many of whom continue to serve in Reserve and National Guard units across the
country. These people who once sacrificed for our country now use their skills in
the cause of conservation. We thank each one of our veterans, and honor their
service to our nation.

Raymond Villa, SFC, Retired, currently works as a Maintenance Mechanic for
Neosho National Fish Hatchery in Missouri. He spent 20 years in the Army,
retiring at the E7 rank of Sergeant First Class. Ray

served in many locations including Hawaii,

Kentucky, Colorado, Pennsylvania and the Pacific

Islands. He was a Construction Engineer for all his

years of service, and began his career at age 17.

And new to our staff is Rosalee Poncé who served

eight years in the Air Force. Thank you for your

service to our fine country!




A hallmark of the Neosho hatchery is the park-like atmosphere and the support
from the community. Before the temperatures drop, school groups came to
enjoy the grounds and to learn about what we do, why we do it and how it
benefits everyone.

Our aquarium bubble feature is always a great photo opportunity!

We even had a homeschool group request an in-depth tour and on-sight biology
lesson in our classroom, led by the staff education specialist. The students
brought in preserved frogs for dissection.







The City of Neosho puts on an annual Christmas parade, and it was a delight to
see all the smiling faces along the route. Last year, cold and drizzly conditions
made the officials delay the parade until the next week, but then continued bad
weather forced the total cancellation. It was good to show off our decorated
sturgeon tank trailer in all its festive glory!

A few of our cold-weather critter visitors...




This fall and winter has been busy with some big construction
projects — namely the demolition of three derelict structures
on our south side and new sidewalk all along the north edge.




We were delighted to receive this piece of artwork representing the hatchery. It
was drawn in pencil then scanned and colored on a computer. It was featured on
a Chinese Kids magazine cover where the artist, Cher Jiang, is from. You never
know what surprises will come through our doors each day!

Last year this time we were pondering what we could do with an empty raceway
series. Lead biologist Jaime Pacheco was suggesting growing endangered aquatic
plants, but instead we are moving in another direction soon. Topeka shiners will
be coming here in a few months (we don’t have a specific target date yet) and in
these boxes we hope to have successful spawns. We don’t know what depth or
light conditions most appeal to them, so we’ve arranged several different gravel
beds for them. Should be a grand time as we explore this new and rare species!




Our other main endangered species — the pallid sturgeon —is shown here in
various life stages. Everything is looking great for this year’s bumper crop!

The Final Word, from hatchery manager David Hendrix.

Hi Everyone! ©

The Neosho National Fish Hatchery is a very special facility. It is the oldest
operating federal fish hatchery. We boast water quality that is second to none.
We can manipulate our water temperature to produce cold, cool or warm-water
fish as needed. We are located right in the center of our community with a
beautiful park-like environment — our public support is the simply the best. This
place has an annual visitation of over 50,000 with the goal to double that with our
beautiful visitor center. Our numerous, precious partnerships allow us to do all
the amazing things you see in this newsletter and on Facebook.

We would love to have you visit this very special facility and experience
something truly wonderful.

Take care, until next time! ©

Newsletter and photos by Bruce Hallman,
Environmental Education Specialist



https://www.facebook.com/NeoshoNationalFishHatchery

