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}Who are the members of the Natural Resource 
Trustee Council and what is a Natural Resource 
Damage Assessment (NRDA)?  

}How does this relate to Superfund cleanup?  

}What is a Restoration Plan/Programmatic 
Environmental Impact Statement and why is it 
needed? 

}What are the Trustees proposing?  

ƁRestoration alternatives, approaches, projects  

}Where do we go from here?  



}The Natural Resource Trustee Council 
consists of agencies authorized under 
federal and Michigan law to seek 
environmental restoration:  
ƁMichigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR)  

ƁMichigan Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ)  

ƁMichigan Attorney General  

ƁU.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS)  

ƁNational Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)  



}A process that the Trustees use to:  
Ɓassess injuries to natural resources that have been caused 

by releases of hazardous substances  

Ɓplan and conduct restoration actions that can compensate 
for injuries  

}The purpose is to make the public whole, beyond 
site cleanup  

}The responsible party is required to provide for 
restoration  

 

Source: Kalamazoo Gazette  

Plainwell Dam Removal as 
part of TCRA Cleanup  



}This Trustee Council has been working on the 
Kalamazoo River NRDA since 2000  

 
ƁAssessment plan and reports  

ƁInput on cleanup projects  

ƁRestoration projects compiled  

ƁProject selection criteria  

ƁBankruptcy settlements  

ƁRestoration planningé 

ƁInformation at  
www.fws.gov/midwest/es/ec/nrda/KalamazooRiver  

Source: Kalamazoo Gazette  

Plainwell Dam Removal as 
part of TCRA Cleanup  



}EPA is charged with cleaning up PCB contamination 
based on risk to humans and environment  
ƁRemoval actions, e.g. Portage Creek, Plainwell 

Impoundment  

ƁRemediation, e.g. landfills  

}The Trustee Council is charged with ensuring that 
natural resource restoration compensates the 
public for injuries to natural resources  

}Restoration is coordinated with cleanup actions and 
can occur in parallel  



Restoration Planning  
Restoration 

Implementation  

Time - Critical Removal Action  

Feasibility Study  
Record of 

Decision  
Remedial Actions  

Generalized Cleanup Process  

Generalized Restoration Process  

Or 



} The natural resources of Kalamazoo River and Portage Creek 
have been contaminated with PCBs from the recycling of 
carbonless copy paper  
ƁPCBs are persistent and accumulate in organisms  

ƁPCBs are toxic to fish, birds, mammals, and other wildlife  

} Trustee are seeking restoration from Potentially Responsible 
Parties  
ƁBankruptcy settlement from Plainwell Inc. and Plainwell Holding Co. in 

2005 for $890,000  

ƁBankruptcy settlement with Lyondell in 2009 for ~$2M  

ƁOther settlements possible as legal agreements are negotiated in parallel 
with remedial actions  

} Trustees are seeking public input into geographic scope and  
types of restoration projects  



} A RP/PEIS is a document intended 
to  
ƁGuide the Trustees in selection of 

potential restoration projects that 
can serve as compensation for 
injuries to natural resources  

ƁNotify the public about these 
potential projects  

ƁHelp with coordination among 
agencies to ensure that proposed 
restoration actions will not conflict 
with proposed remedial actions  

} The Trustee agencies are asking 
for your comments on this 
RP/PEIS by October 29 , 2015.  

 

 

 



}A Restoration Plan is required under the 
Comprehensive Environmental Response, 
Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA)  
ƁSpecific for NRDA  

}An EIS is required under the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) 
ƁFederal agencies must evaluate the impact of their 

decisions on the environment  
¶Compared to no action  

ƁProgrammatic EIS is being used  
¶Restoration program  

¶Specific projects  


