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Volunteers Provide Much
Needed Support to the
Alpena Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Office

By Joseph Gerbyshak

Volunteers played a key role in helping the Alpena Fish
and Wildlife Conservation Office (FWCQ) accomplish
mission critical field work throughout the past year.
While in the field, volunteers routinely functioned as a
member of the crew and were able to obtain insight into
Alpena FWCO’s work as it relates to natural resource
conservation, management, and environmental
education. Without the help of these individuals, staff
from Alpena FWCO would not have been able to
complete field work as efficiently, or in some cases it
would not have been completed at all.

In tight fiscal times conducting work short staffed is a
commonality and assistance from volunteers can be an
essential part of completing the job, especially during the
busy field season. Throughout the past fiscal year 33
volunteers contributed 562 hours of their time. Their
time was spent assisting staff in field operations and
outreach activities, which saved the Alpena FWCO
approximately $11,594 (Independent Sector's Value of
Volunteer Time, 2013).

Many of the volunteers who supported the office are
members of Alpena FWCQ’s Friends Group — Friends of
the Lake Huron Watershed. Friends Group members
helped the office by participating in a variety of projects,
mainly aquatic invasive species (AIS) education and
assisting in local field activities.

“Volunteers from within and outside of our Friends
Group have been valuable resources to the AIS
surveillance program on northern Lake Huron. The
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Top: Members of Alpena FWCO'’s Friends Group - Friends of
the Lake Huron Watershed, assist during an assessment of lake
trout spawn activity on artificial reefs on Lake Huron’s Thunder
Bay. Bottom. Friends of the Lake Huron Watershed member,
Gerry Kraft, assists the Alpena Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Office at an outreach event by educating the public about
aquatic invaders. Photo credit top: USFWS. Photo credit bottom:
James Anderson.
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volunteers are eager to assist with field activities,
allowing them to get out on the water or in the field
with biologists. They are a pleasure to work with and it
is a win-win situation all around” said Fish Biologist
Anjanette Bowen who leads the AIS Program for the
office.

Given the variety and complexity of the work conducted
by Alpena FWCO staff, utilizing volunteers without any
training or experience can be challenging. Fish Biologist
Justin Chiotti, stationed at Alpena FWCOs substation in
Waterford, has been fortunate enough to have
reoccurring volunteers throughout the field season.
Many of these volunteers assisted the Waterford staff in
conducting lake sturgeon assessments on the Huron-
Erie Corridor. Justin said, “They become part of the
crew and we don't even need to tell them what to do
anymore, they just do it. We are gaining another staff
member on the boat, and they are gaining valuable
experience in the field.”

The Treaty Fisheries Unit has utilized Friends Group
members and interested community members for a
variety of activities such as conducting gill net surveys,
assisting in artificial reef assessments, cleaning gear,
and processing fish for donation to the needy.
“Volunteers fill an important role in fulfilling the
station’s goals by making themselves available when
staff is short,” explained Fish Biologist Adam Kowalski.

Volunteers are valuable assets to the Alpena FWCO,
without their assistance it would be difficult to maintain
the current work load. Alpena FWCO staff is grateful for
the support received from volunteers and look forward
to building the volunteer program to accomplish even
more in the future.

Information about the Independent Sector's Value of
Volunteer Time (2013) was retrieved from the following site
http://independentsector.org/volunteer _time?s=volunteer%2
Otime#sthash.H1TgCbhT.S0z9p6GZ.dpbs.
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Top: A volunteer from the Alpena FWCO'’s substation in
Waterford shows off the “fruits of their labor” during a_juvenile
lake sturgeon assessment of the Huron-Erie Corridor. Bottom.
Fishery work peaks the interest of a young volunteer as he
proudly displays a beautiful walleye, bycatch from a _juvenile
lake sturgeon assessment on the Huron-Erie Corridor. Photo
credits: USFWS.

Check out the FISHLINES NEWSLETTER to learn more about what the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service’s Fishery Offices are doing across the Midwest Region
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Place-based Education: Island Park & Wildlife Sanctuary

By Joseph Gerbyshak

For Make a Difference Day on October 21*, Alpena Fish
and Wildlife Conservation Office biologists Joseph
Gerbyshak and Adam Kowalski, National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration staff and community
members assisted with an educational field trip for
fourth graders from Besser Elementary School.

The field trip was on Island Park & Wildlife Sanctuary
(Island Park), a 17-acre island on the Thunder Bay River
in Alpena, Michigan. Island Park is a great location to
learn about the environment and provided an
opportunity for the students to clean up the park in the
spirit of Make a Difference Day. The students rotated
through educational stations setup around the island.

Kowalski lead an activity that consisted of visiting
different habitat types on the island and talked about the
various types of trees, vegetation, and animals that they
might encounter in each type of habitat. Some of the
habitats visited were a cedar swamp, jack pine stand,
grassland area, and popular stand. Students also
competed to see who could collect the most litter while
walking the island. The students then moved on to
another station where they improved the park by
clearing debris off the trails and adding a fresh layer of
bark. At another station the students found a quiet spot
in the woods and recorded all the wildlife they observed
in a journal. They enjoy the quiet time and were amazed
by the amount of nature that came to life around them.

As part of Michigan Clean Water Corps (MiCorps)
monitoring program, another station consisted of
collecting and documenting water chemistry parameters
of the Thunder Bay River. This data will be entered in a
statewide database and will be used to track the water
quality of the river over time. Gerbyshak lead a station
that evaluated the water quality of the river by the
macroinvertebrates found living in the near shore habitat
of the river. The students searched for
macroinvertebrates in kick net samples and were
surprised by the amount of organisms living in the leaf
litter. Once the macroinvertebrates were identified, the
students recorded the organisms found for MiCorps
water quality monitoring.

Make a Difference Day was enjoyed by the students as
they learned about the environment, made Island

Top: Students from Besser Elementary School search for
macroinvertebrates in a kick net samples for MiCorps monitoring
of the Thunder Bay River. Bottom. Gerbyshak helps students
identify macroinvertebrates found in the Thunder Bay River for
MiCorps monitoring. Photo credits: USFWS.

Park a better place for wildlife and park users, and
monitored water quality parameters all while basking
in the sunny fall weather.
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Fish Dissection at AuGres-Sims Elementary School

By Heather Rawlings

Educator Michael Fields, a fourth grade teacher at
AuGres-Sims Elementary School, recently hosted
personnel from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s
Jordan River National Fish Hatchery (NFH) and Alpena
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Office (FWCQO) at the
school to conduct fish dissections. Jordan River NFH’s
biologist Paul Haver led the dissection of brook trout,
while Alpena FWCQ'’s Biologists Chris Olds and Heather
Rawlings assisted. The twenty-six students, at first a bit
squeamish, quickly became enthusiastic about the
dissection and were soon able to identify all the fish
organs. This hands-on learning complements the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service’s Children in Nature Initiative.
Mr. Fields is a member of the Great Lakes Stewardship

Place-based Science Education

By Heather Rawlings

Starting in 2009, the Alpena Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Office (FWCO) focused outreach efforts
on one grade of children at Wilson Elementary School
(Alpena Public Schools) for four years, following them
from second to fifth grade. Office staff visited their
classroom once a month to teach a science lesson that
coincided with items tested by the Michigan
Educational Assessment Program (MEAP). Lessons
provided a lab setting to encourage hands-on learning.
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service sponsored several
field trips each year to expose the children to various
local ecosystems. Our intent was to repeatedly expose
a select group of children to our tutelage to make the

science curriculum fun as well as educational. The 2012

school year culminated with MEAP testing. We were
surprised and gratified to find that this group of
children attained the highest MEAP Science scores in
Alpena County. We wanted to repeat this success but

reach a larger number of children. Since MEAP tests are

Initiative (GLSI) and his classroom is participating in
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s B-Wet Program. The Alpena FWCO
assists the B-Wet Program and serves on the GLSI
Leadership Team. The GLSI Team consists of personnel
from a variety of natural resources agencies
committed to teaching science and mathematics to
local schools with emphasis on placed-based
education. The fish dissection marked the fourth time
the Alpena FWCO visited Mr. Fields’ class this year.
Our participation with this particular set of students
will culminate this spring with a series of field trips to
test water quality on three sections of the AuGres
River.

given at the beginning of the fifth grade, our efforts
are now focused on enriching the science curriculum
of all third and fourth graders at Wilson Elementary
School.

Due to the furlough our efforts began this year in
November. Biologist Rawlings taught lessons on
magnetism (two classes of fourth graders) and sound
(two classes of 3" graders), approximately 100
children in total. Lessons were conducted as labs with
many hands-on activities. Children were asked to
predict results and then test their theories. Alpena
FWCO staff will continue to teach a lesson to both
grades through the remainder of the school year. Two
field trips per grade are planned for the spring
months. MEAP testing results become available in
January 2015. If successful, we would consider
making these lessons available to a larger audience.

The Friends of the Lake Huron Watershed group meets at the USFWS-Alpena FWCO office on
the third Wednesday of each month at 4:30 p.m. All are welcome to attend!




