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The Midwest Region of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service received four responses that 
contained five comments.  Two of the comments indicated support for the proposed action and 
one indicated no comment. Two comments made mention of the Big Stone National Wildlife 
Refuge (NWR, Refuge) but were not specific comments on the Draft Comprehensive 
Conservation Plan and Environmental Assessment. The comments and responses follow. 
 
Surface the road between the paved Bike Trail and the Refuge to allow bikers to continue 
through the Refuge. 
 
The Minnesota River Headwaters Trail connects the Auto Tour Route with the headwaters of 
the Minnesota River at Big Stone Lake. The 1.3-mile segment of the trail that traverses the 
Refuge is gravel-surfaced, but unpaved. There are no plans to pave the Refuge trail segment at 
this time primarily because it is prone to flooding and often requires repair. Surfacing the trail 
with asphalt would increase repair costs. 
 
The Minnesota River through the refuge needs to be cleaned up. 
 
This comment most likely references downed trees within the upstream portion of the Minnesota 
River that is within the Refuge. There are no plans to manually clear the river primarily because 
of the associated cost. But riverine habitat improvements included as part of Objective 1-1 in 
chapter 4 would increase flows and may help clear some fallen trees from the Minnesota River 
channel. Also, increases in the amount and frequency of flows through the channel may change 
growing conditions and prevent trees from growing as large as at present. 
 
 


