
Our Mission 

The mission of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is working with others to conserve, protect, 

and enhance fish, wildlife, plants, and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the American 

people. 

A vision of Fisheries Program that hatcheries directly address is to conserve aquatic species 

through recovery programs for threatened and endangered fish and mussel species, 

maintenance of fish health, restoration of native inter-jurisdictional species and management 

of aquatic nuisance species. 

Our Facilities 

Pendills Creek National Fish Hatchery (NFH) is located along Lake Superior, approximately 

17 minutes west from Brimley, Michigan.  Pendills Creek NFH is a lake trout production 

facility and was established in 1951 to stock the Great Lakes.  Lake trout are raised from 

eggs, and are reared for approximately 14 months, then are released into Lake Michigan.  

Currently, Pendills Creek is able to raise approximately 1 million lake trout each year. 

Sullivan Creek National Fish Hatchery (NFH) is 15 miles west of Brimley, located south of M-

28, on US Forest Service Road 3134, which is branched off of US Forest Service Road 3131.  

Sullivan Creek NFH was established in 1934 and is a lake trout brood stock facility.  The 

brood stock at Sullivan Creek are from wild parents, and are maintained to provide 

approximately 5-7 million eggs each year for hatcheries to continue the restoration efforts. 

Our complex is located in the Midwest Region of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (US FWS) 

within the Department of Interior.  There are 6 hatcheries within our Region that play a 

valuable role in restoration/rehabilitation of native fish, mussels and other aquatic species 

around the Great Lakes. 
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Visiting our Facilities 

Pendills Creek NFH is open for tours during business hours (7 am to 3 pm). For group tours, 

please call for an appointment, by calling (906) 437-5231 to schedule an appointment. 

Sullivan Creek NFH provides tours by appointment only. Please call Pendills Creek to 

schedule an appointment. 

Japanese Students Tour Pendills Creek National Fish Hatchery 

Pendills Creek National Fish Hatchery hosted a tour of its facility on August 19, to students 

from the University Of Shiga Prefecture (USP) in Japan.  The students are part of a three 

week summer program between Lake Superior State University (LSSU) in Sault Ste. Marie, 

Michigan and the University Of Shiga Prefecture.  LSSU provides Shiga Prefecture’s 

undergraduate students field experience in Environmental Science and the opportunity to 

obtain experience in the Lake Superior watershed and adjacent areas.  The tour was 

conducted by Tim Falconer.  Accompanying the students was LSSU facility member Roger 

Greil, the Aquatic Research Lab Manager.  The students toured the building housing the 

travelling screen, the building containing the drum filters and UV system, the egg incubation 

area, and the raceway building, which currently houses lake trout fingerlings.  The group 

viewed the hatchery's water filtration systems including the traveling screen and drum 

filtration systems in order to learn what we do to clean the water before it even comes near 

the fish. 

The tour group comprised both undergraduate and graduate students majoring in several 

fields of study including Ecosystem Studies in Environmental Science, Environmental Policy, 

Planning in Environmental Science, Regional Studies in Human Science, Design and 

Architecture in Environmental Science, Human Relations in Human Culture, Food Science 

and Nutrition, and Mechanical Systems Engineering.  The students had many questions and 

it was a pleasure to take the time to answer those questions and show them our facility. 

- Tim Falconer 

Fish Biologist 

Pendills Creek NFH Attends 2015 Fly Fishing Film Tour at Lake Superior State University 

Pendills Creek National Fish Hatchery (NFH) provided a booth at the 2015 Fly Fishing Film 

Tour (F3T) held at Lake Superior State University’s Art Center on February 22, 2015.  This 

event was brought to the area by Sault Area Foundation for Education, Sault Area 

Sportsmen’s Club and Reel North LLC.  The proceeds of the event will go to the Rotary Park 

Pond, Sault Area Sportsmen’s Club and the LSSU Fisheries and Wildlife Club.  Over 21 

groups and businesses had display booths at the event, including Trout Unlimited, Little 

Traverse Conservancy, Sault Fly Anglers, St. Mary’s Guiding Company, and the Friends of 

Pendills Creek Hatchery (FPCH), a non-profit organization in support of Pendills and Sullivan 

Creek NFH’s.   
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This was the first time the Fly Fishing Film Tour has reached the Upper Peninsula of 

Michigan, and it was a success. The event showcased numerous short films of fly fishing 

various species from all over the world, from Alaska to the Bahamas, to Iceland and Mongolia 

and many other places in between.  The films not only included fly fishing various species 

around the world, but also environmental impacts to fisheries, fishery conservancy and the 

veteran program Project Healing Waters.   

- Julie Timmer 

Administrative Officer 

Pendills Creek NFH/FPCH Holds Informational Meeting for the Public 

Friends of Pendills Creek Hatchery (FPCH) and 

Pendills Creek/Sullivan Creek National Fish 

Hatchery (NFH) complex held an informational 

meeting at the Armella B. Parker Senior Center on 

March 3, 2015. 

Despite the last minute venue changes due to 

frozen pipes, we were delighted to see those who 

braved the weather to join us at the Senior Center 

for the event.  The event included a short video 

illustrating the importance of hatcheries, and 

several presentations including the enhancements 

our complex has received over the years, the 

Service’s outreach efforts, and the history of FPCH.  

FPCH displayed their booth, providing brochures 

and merchandise. Pendills Creek/Sullivan Creek NFH complex displayed their booth, 

providing brochures as well as outreach goodies.  FPCH was gracious to provide coffee, hot 

cocoa, muffins and cookies for everyone.  FPCH provided door prizes, including several rods 

and reels, an FPCH t-shirt, FPCH cook book, two hats and FPCH and Pendills/Sullivan Creek 

NFH coffee mugs with goodies inside.  

- Julie Timmer 

Administrative Officer 

 

News/Updates from Hatcheries 

 Tim Falconer and his family transferred from our complex to Jordan River NFH, in 

Elmira, Michigan as of December 2014. He will be missed. Immediately following Tim’s 

departure, the vacancy was announced on USAJobs.gov, and we have selected an 

individual to fill the position.  Our new employee will begin at our complex on April 6, 

2015.  We will introduce him in the next newsletter.  
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 Sullivan Creek NFH collected nearly 10 million eggs from the 2014 spawning season.  

This is the largest number of eggs ever collected from the facility.  Since the new Egg 

Incubation Building was completed in 2013, Sullivan Creek is able to incubate more 

eggs.  The larger building provides more room for to house new and significantly more 

incubators than the prior Egg Building. 

 

 The fry from the 2014 spawning season, placed at Pendills Creek NFH, have hatched 

and have been placed in the tanks in the main office building of Pendills Creek NFH. 

 

 Although winter is not entirely out of sight, we have had many days of ice covering the 

raceways at both Pendills and Sullivan Creek.  At Pendills Creek, the average water 

temperature for February is approximately 3 degrees colder than our records to date. 

 

 Pendills Creek and Sullivan Creek will be hiring two local adolescents for the Youth 

Conservation Corps (YCC) program this summer.  The new hires must be between 

ages 15-18, and will work at our facilities full time for approximately 8 - 10 weeks.  The 

program will run June 15 - August 21.  Their duties will include fish culture, painting, 

and lawn maintenance.  Visit Pendills and Sullivan Creek National Fish Hatchery on 

Facebook for the announcement and application.  Deadline for the application is May 

15, 2015. 

The YCC program provides an opportunity for young adolescents with a job within the 

Federal government; learn about the mission of the Fish and Wildlife Service, and how 

their efforts directly assist with the hatchery, fisheries resources and the public.  

- Julie Timmer 

Administrative Officer 
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US FWS Pendills Creek National Fish Hatchery 

21990 W Trout Lane 

Brimley, MI  49715 

(906) 437-5231 

Visit our website to receive our newsletters via email! 

 

www.fws.gov/midwest/pendillscreek 

www.fws.gov/midwest/fisheries 

Newsletter Editor: Julie Timmer (Julie_Timmer@fws.gov)  

 

Figure 1 Incubated lake trout eggs at the eyed stage. Notice some are starting to hatch. 
Photo Credit: Julie Timmer/USFWS 
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