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Based on the results of surveillance 

efforts here during the past two 

years, a decision was made to sample 

the upper Des Plaines River only dur-

ing periods of increased flow in 2013 

because these conditions: allow im-

proved access to sampling locations; 

increase the size and availability of 

habitats attractive to fish; and encour-

age fish to move, promoting capture. 

 Sampling Season Begins … Finally! 

By Nicholas Bloomfield 
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After a long winter of moving gear and 

furniture over and over, our sampling 

season finally kicked off on April 15th 

when Kyle Mosel and I left for the up-

per Des Plaines River in south suburban 

Chicago to search for Asian Carp that 

may have moved here from the Chica-

go Sanitary and Ship Canal (CSSC). 

This trip began our third year of moni-

toring this river reach for Asian Carp in 

accordance with annual monitoring 

and rapid response plans.  To date, 

no bighead or silver carp have been 

captured above the river’s confluence 

with the canal, although a bighead 

was seen at the confluence in 2012.  

Thus, it is critical to know whether a 

population exists here in order to make 

informed management decisions.   

In 2010 for    

example, due to 

the possibility 

that Asian carp 

might bypass the electrical barriers in 

the CSSC near Romeoville while en 

route toward Lake Michigan by swim-

ming unimpeded into the upper Des 

Plaines River, the U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers installed a series of physical 

barriers near Lemont to help prevent 

Asian carp from being washed from the 

river and into the canal during floods. 

A combination of ¼-inch steel mesh fenc-

ing (top left) and concrete Jersey barriers 

(top right) form a13-mile physical barrier 

to help prevent the movement of Asian 

carp from the Upper Des Plaines River to 

the CSSC during flood events (bottom) 

USFWS USFWS 

CSSC 

Floodwaters 

Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago 

Plaines  Des  
River  

Upper  

USFWS 

The week of April 15th fit that bill, with 

water levels almost 3 feet above normal 

USGS 

We had a few main areas in mind to 

sample intensively by electrofishing 

and gill netting, some of which likely 

had not been sampled for years, if 

ever.  To increase our effort, we called 

on the Metropolitan Water Reclama-

tion District of Greater Chicago to 

help us electrofish two of those areas.   

We were able to sample the deep 

pooled area near Willow Springs, a  

couple of backwater lakes above Lem-

ont, and a large backwater with limited  

connectivity just below Lemont called 

Goose Lake.  No bighead or silver carp 

were captured or seen.  However, we 

did capture two previously undocu-

mented species here in the upper Des 

Plaines.  This included three grass carp 

(Ctenopharyngodon idella) taken in 

one of the backwater lakes above   

Lemont, now referred to as Lake Idella. 

These grass carp were taken to the La 

Crosse Fish Health Center’s Whitney    

Genetics Lab for ploidy testing to deter-

mine whether each was fertile or sterile 
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 Give Your Medicine Cabinet 
A Spring Cleaning 

On April 27, the U.S. Drug  

Enforcement Administration 

(DEA) will coordinate a collab-

orative effort with participat-

ing state and local law en-

forcement agencies nation-

wide to safely remove poten-

tially dangerous pharmaceuti-

cal controlled substances and 

other medications from our 

nation’s medicine cabinets. 

This initiative compliments the 

Service's continuing SMARXT 

DISPOSAL campaign program, 

a collaborative effort with the 

American Pharmacist's Associ-

ation and the Pharmaceutical 

Research and Manufacturers of America, to educate con-

sumers how to dispose of unwanted medications in a 

responsible manner that safeguards lives and protects 

the environment. 

The public is encouraged to take 

their expired, unused, and unwant-

ed medications to one of the hun-

dreds of sites around the country 

where they will be collected for 

destruction, from 10 a.m. until 2 

p.m. local time, on Saturday, April 

27. 

Collection sites located within a 60-

mile radius of La Crosse (WI) are 

listed on page 3.  A continuously 

updated list of collection sites in or 

near your community can be 

found on the Internet by visiting 

www.deadiversion.usdoj.gov/

drug_disposal/takeback 

More than 1,018 tons of unwanted meds were collected 

nationwide during five earlier DEA-sponsored disposal 

events, protecting both human and environmental safety.    

YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE!     

The U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration’s planned nation-

wide effort to collect unwanted medications for safe disposal 

on April 27 compliments the Service's collaborative SMARXT 

DISPOSAL campaign to educate consumers how to dispose of 

unwanted medications responsibly.  

April 27th  

 Dive Training Reaches New Depths 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service National Dive Control 

Board (NDCB) meets every two years to discuss SCUBA 

diving issues, review and make changes to the SCUBA 

dive safety chapter, and conduct required training.  

The NDCB was hosted by the Service’s Region 2 Dive Of-

ficer, Patricia Caccavale.  Through Patricia’s tireless efforts, 

the NDCB went where no other federal dive team has 

gone before: the Neutral Buoyancy Laboratory (NBL) at 

the National Aeronautic and Space Administration’s 

(NASA) Johnson Space Center in Houston, Texas. NASA 

typically trains astronauts here to conduct space walks 

while making repairs on the international space station. 

Patricia spent four months working with NASA to get the 

clearance needed for the NDCB to gain access to this >200 feet long, 40 feet deep training facility.   The depth of the 

NBL and mock-up of the space station here added unique dimensions to the training exercise that are found in no other 

closed-water (pool) situation.  This allowed the dive team to review practical skills needed to rescue an unconscious diver 

at great depth and with obstructions like those that Service divers may face while completing our underwater duties.  

Patricia then lead us to Spring Lake, the spring-fed headwaters of the San Marcos River near 

San Marcos, Texas.  Here we assisted Region 2 divers who were collecting endangered San 

Marcos salamanders for study in refugia at the Service’s San Marcos Aquatic Resource Center. 

The Service’s regional dive officers from across the country thank Patricia and her co-workers 

for their efforts in hosting such a fantastic and memorable meeting.    

By Mark Steingraeber  

Spring Lake  

salamander  

search 
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NASA 

A new generation of astronauts … NOT! 

By Scott Yess  
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Earth Day Déjà Vu 

by Mark Steingraeber 

So far this year, spring in Wisconsin 

has largely been a delusion … but this 

was no illusion.  I awoke early Sunday 

morning, looked outside, and had a 

feeling of Déjà vu … all over again! 

other representatives from non-profit 

organizations, cooperatives, commu-

nity supported  

agriculture, nature 

centers, and      

diverse businesses 

who gathered  

under a Big Top here to inform        

fair-goers of sustainable practices, 

products, and services available in the 

Coulee Region. 

This year’s FWCO exhibit promoted 

greater awareness of environmental-

ly friendly actions that individuals can 

take at home and while recreating 

outdoors to help safeguard the    

quality of nearby surface waters. 

These include: safely disposing of  

unwanted medications; reducing the 

use of cleaning agents that contain 

anti-microbial drugs; 

applying fertilizers 

and pesticides selec-

tively; and encourag-

ing the use of low-

toxicity sealants by 

paving contractors. 

This Earth friendly information was 

well received by hundreds of         

attendees who braved the winter-like 

spring weather and expressed 

warm gratitude for promoting 

individual actions to improve  

local environmental quality.  
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Here I was, on my may to the annual 

Earth Day Fair in La Crosse and it was 

snowing to beat the blazes ... just like 

two years earlier during the 2011 fair. 

Held this year on April 21 at the My-

rick-Hixon EcoPark, event organizers, 

exhibitors, and attendees awakened 

that morning to an overcast scene 

more reminiscent of Ground Hog’s 

Day: a two-inch blanket of snow.   

Representing the 

Service at this 

year’s event and 

feeling some-

what like a bear 

roused too early from hibernation, I 

was nevertheless content to spend 

the remainder of my day 

within the cool but dry 

confines of a large, walled 

tent pitched here as a 

hedge against such weather. 

Here I felt a warm sense of 

camaraderie among the many  
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 Mark Your Calendar Now ! 

Upcoming 

Events          

Hope to See You!           

Unwanted Medication Collection          

April 27, 10 am - 2 pm                                   

Nationwide                                      

(see page 4 for Coulee Region sites)                            
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Sampling Starts 

Meanwhile, seven 

black buffalo 

(Ictiobus cyprinellus) 

were captured in 

Goose Lake, mark-

ing the first of this species and com-

pleting the species trio for buffalofish-

es in the upper Des Plaines River. 

Buffalos have not been reported here 

in recent stream surveys, likely because 

they are difficult to catch while electro-

fishing.  This provides evidence that 

large filter feeders can persist here. 

Hopes to sample near Riverside and  

Romeoville were thwarted to due   

areas of Chicago receiving over seven 

inches of rainfall between Wednesday 

and Thursday.  More on that later! 

Black buffalo 

USFWS 
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Catch & release 

northern pike 

Children’s Fishing Clinic                     

May 18, 9 am - 12 pm                                 

Genoa National Fish Hatchery    

(see page 5 for details) 

Who Let the Dogs In? 

I did.  But how could any 

one say no to a request from 

Wisconsin State Patrol K-9 

officers looking to put their 

better half’s nose to the test in 

a training exercise to sniff out 

planted contraband items 

from among potentially dis-

tracting odors of fish, mud, sawdust,  

and algae found here at the FWCO? 

These law enforcement 

officers are always welcome to 

return here for training with 

man’s best friend. 

In the mean time, thanks to all 

of these closely bonded teams 

for helping to keep our high-

ways and byways safe for travelers 

throughout the year. 

By Mark Steingraeber 

USFWS 
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Saturday, May 18, 2013 

Saturday, May 18, 2013. 

FREE FREE 


