
Monthly Progress Report 
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FROM:   Wallowa Hatchery – Patrick Horley 
 
SUBJECT:   Monthly Progress Report for February 2010 
 
 
Fish Culture 
 
Wallowa  
Captive Spring Chinook Parr 
     Current captive parr program summarized below. No stated goal for loss or survival 
rate.  
 

Stock/Cohort 
  

Number 
Collected 

(life 
stage) 

Number
 

On 
Hand 

Cumulative
Transfers 

and 
liberations 

Mortality
Current 
Month 

Production  
Goal 

% of 
Goal 

Size 
F/lb 

Meeting 
Goal? 

(Yes or 
No) 

80Z08 162(alevin) 150 0 0 150 100% 27.6 Yes 

80Z08 153 (parr) 149 0 1 150 99.3% 35.9 Yes 

80Z09 330 (egg) 315 0 1 300 105% 166 Yes 
  

• The staff has continued daily feeding, photo period adjustments and tank 
maintenance.  Winter feeding continued this month.  Fish are currently on a 3 
day on 4 day off feed schedule.  Fish appear healthy and are exhibiting good 
activity levels. 

 
• The 315 (80Z09) parr are eating well.  They are on a daily feeding schedule 

currently that will be downsized in March in order to meet size goal. 
 
Adult Steelhead 

• The first adult steelhead to return were collected on February 10.  
 

• More steelhead returned on a daily basis. On February 10th, 8 were counted. On 
February 17th, 106 were counted. On February 24th, 88 were counted. 

 
 



72T07 Rainbow Trout, 7208 Rainbow Trout, 103T08 &103T09 Rainbow Trout 
     Current RBT programs summarized below. No stated goal for loss or survival rate. 
 
*Note: We did not receive enough parr to meet our production goal for 72 08 and 103 T 
09 RBT stocks. 
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72 T 07 RBT 
 

3300 (legal) 
 

3199 0 4 3000 107%    .83 Yes 

72  08 RBT 13,005(parr) 12776 0 37 12,500 102% 5.8 Yes 

103 T 08 1210(legal) 1204 0 0 none  1.17  

103 T 09 RBT 45,493 (parr) 43840 0 125 44,500 99% 4.47 no 
 

• The staff has continued daily feeding and weekly pond cleanings.  Feedings have 
been adjusted to account for cooler water temperatures. 

 
Summer Steelhead Smolts  
 
*Note: Shortage due to cold water disease losses at Irrigon Hatchery. 
 

Stock/Cohort 
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5609 
325,600 
(smolts) 

 
325,148 0 452 480,000 68% 4.43 no 

 
• Smolts have been received and are being fed daily. 

 
 
 
Fish health 

• Mortality of the fingerling trout is low.  Trophy groups have maintained very low 
mortality rates. 

 
• Sam Onjukka was here to conduct monthly pathology exams on the 10th. 

 
• All three captive groups- alevin (80Z08), parr (80Z08) and egg (80Z09) - are 

maintaining good health and appearance aside from the one mortality from both 
the parr and egg group due to a PIT tagging injury and a drop out, respectively.  

 
• The trout received for whirling disease studies are exhibiting normal fry loss 

numbers. 



 
 

Fish Distributions 
• This month, 66 adult steelhead were released to Marr Pond and 31 were 

released to Peach Pond. 
 
Maintenance 
     Wallowa 

• A community service volunteer finished painting the spawning room walls.  Staff 
helped by painting doors and door frames and touched up other areas. 

 
• The fish ladders were installed along with PIT tag readers.  

 
• Problems were noticed with the PIT tag readers. Sensitivity should be adjusted in 

order to collect all possible information. 
 

• Ken Knifong Electric replaced ballast in all fluorescent light fixtures for lower 
energy consumption. 

 
• Chad turned water on and set flows to prepare incubation room. 

 
Big Canyon 
• The fish ladder was set up to begin collection of returning adult steelhead. 

 
• PIT tag readers were installed in the ladder and were tested for sensitivity. 

 
• The water for the visitor’s center and bunkhouse was turned on and both areas 

were cleaned and prepared for residence. 
 

• Chuck Stelling began residing at the Big Canyon facility. 
 

• Acclimation ponds were set up. 
 
Little Sheep 
• Received three bids for construction of a 12ft x 16ft storage shed. The selected 

contractor will begin construction in March. 
 

• PIT tag readers were installed in the fish ladder. 
 

• Bunkhouse and visitor’s center were cleaned and prepared. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
NPDES Waste Discharge Permit Monitoring 

• February was not a sampling month of highest production.  Water flow, and pH 
samples were collected as required.  

 
• The daily chemical use log was updated onto our monthly chemical use log as 

required. 
 

• Prepared DEQ notebook and supplies for March’s sampling. 
 
 
 
 
 
Public Outreach 

• Informational signs were updated for the current production and ponding 
scenarios. 

 
• As the weather warms, more visitors come to the facility to see and feed the fish.  

Some come on a daily walk; others stop briefly on their way to Wallowa Lake. 
 

• Fifteen steelhead were filleted for an upcoming cooking presentation by Mary 
Hoverson during the Becoming An Outdoor Woman seminar. 

 
 
 
 
Miscellaneous 

• Old data folders and other paperwork were organized and filed into storage.  
New Data books were created for Big Canyon and Little Sheep for the upcoming 
steelhead season.  2010 files were created for AAT, EFR, smolt and data 
collating for the upcoming season. 

 
• Moist air incubator was filled with water and ready for use. 

 
• Ron spent a lot of time with steelhead food banking issues. With many phone 

calls and meetings we are set to distribute fish for the season. 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
   Personnel Status 

• Ron attended a meeting in La Grande on the 23rd. 
 

• Patrick Horley started at the 8 month seasonal captive brood position on the 8th. 
 

• The AOP was finalized. 
 

• Jeremy Sommer left Wallowa Hatchery on the 23rd to begin working at the 
Cascade Hatchery. 

 
• Steve Deal, Chuck Stelling, and Suzette Bonneau have returned for another 

season with ODFW at Big Canyon and Little Sheep facilities. 
 

• Justin “Bud” Hook was offered a temporary position and will be assisting with 
duties at Wallowa Hatchery. 


