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Fish reared in April on station are as follows: 
   
BY 07 Sockeye            N= 99,174 at 31 fpp and 126 mm  
                                                                                                               
BY07 Sawtooth spring chinook          N= 274,644 smolts at 15.6 fpp / 149 mm 
 
BY08 Sawtooth spring chinook          N= 1,918,240 fry at 216 fpp and 64mm 
 
BY08 Sockeye                                       N= 188,642 fry at 2,224 fpp and 31mm 
 
BY09 Steelhead eggs           N = 2,450K (SFH), 94K (EFK),  
                                                                      159K (SQP)                                                            
  
 BY 07 Sockeye pre-smolts were fed small amounts in April due to low 
river water temperatures and started on a transfer diet. Kurtis Plaster did 
condition factors and Laura Redfield performed checks on fin clips and CWT 
retention.  
    
 BY07 Sawtooth Spring Chinook smolts were released April 14. A total 
of 274,644 smolts were released at 15.6 fpp and 149 mm average length. 
 
 BY08 Sawtooth Spring Chinook are ponded   Due to limited well water, 
transfer of these fry to outside rearing on river water will continue as vat room 
indices dictate.  Approximately 400,000 parr will remain inside until reaching 7 
cm length.  
 
 BY08 Sockeye Salmon were moved from four fiberglass rearing troughs 
to two vats. 



 
 BY09 Steelhead:  As of April 30, Sawtooth FH has trapped 3,143 
steelhead. Spawning efforts have produced 2,450,000 green eggs from 515 
female steelhead. Approximately 500 surplus fish were provided to Tribal and 
charitable organizations in April. Volunteers who helped with sorting and 
spawning activities include Forrest Bohlen, Kathy Rogerson, Kim Knuth, Merritt 
Horsmon, Rich Park, Eric Stark, Megan Murphy, Kip Kruse, Rich Park, John 
Cassinelli, Carl Stiefel, Jack Bailey, Mike Peterson, Terry Patterson and three of 
his CSI students, Adam Leija from HNFH, Shane Knipper, Kurtis Plaster, Chris 
Starr, Brian Ashton.  Doug Munson provided instruction related to fish health 
sample collection.   All trapping and spawning operations for Squaw Creek 
steelhead are over for this year (trap was removed on 4/20 due to high flows). 
Carl Stiefel and some of the Nampa Research crew removed the Squaw Creek 
trap. A total of 25 female steelhead were spawned for an estimated 159,000 
green eggs.  The East Fork trap remains in operation and spawning efforts have 
collected 150,000 green eggs from 31 females. 
  
 Staff activities for April included thinning of BY08 Spring Chinook from 
inside vats to outside raceways on river water. Weekly staff meetings occurred 
discussing the steelhead spawning season and the upcoming Chinook trapping 
season. Bio-Aide Audra Serrian ended her work with IDFG to return to the Forest 
Service. Brent Snider attended an AOP meeting, excess adult planning meeting, 
and a 2009 Chinook fishing meeting with Tom Curet and the USFS. Fish 
culturists Danielle Dorsch and Chris Jeszke participated in the new employee 
tour. Bio-Aide George Smith helped spawn at Hayspur FH. Four members of the 
hatchery staff participated in physical fitness assessments. Phil Stone changed 
the ignition switch on the tractor and removed the snow blower on the front end 
loader. Telly Evans changed the block heater on the tractor.   
            

 
    

Other Activities 
 April: The log boom was removed. John Haines made corrections to the 
database and installed Office 2007 on our computers. Simplex Grinnell tested 
our alarm system. The smolt release pipe was setup and HNFH began releasing 
steelhead smolts below the hatchery weir. Steelhead smolt releases at the East 
Fork, Squaw Creek and Valley Creek release sites were completed with releases 
continuing into next week at Sawtooth FH and Yankee Fork release sites. Bob 
Belveal brought up the freezer trailer and set it up for use. 
   
 There were 136 guests that signed the guest register in February or 
March.  There were no observations of NZMS.  Snow depth measured 7 inches 
at end of April. 
 


