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ABSTRACT 
 
 

A total of 1.36 million spring chinook salmon, 309,725 summer chinook 
salmon, and 206,000 steelhead trout were coded wire tagged and released from 
Lower Snake River Compensation Plan hatcheries in Idaho for the reporting period 
of July, 1, 1987 to September 30, 1988. For this period, 2,248 chinook salmon 
and 378 steelhead trout snouts were processed for coded wire tag recovery. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Chinook salmon and steelhead trout originating from Lower Snake River 
Compensation Plan (LSRCP) hatcheries will constitute a signficant portion of 
anadromous runs returning as adults to Idaho. A comprehensive evaluation is 
required and is being funded by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to properly 
manage the LSRCP programs and the wild stocks with which these stocks are 
intermingled. The evaluation program requires the ability to identify individual 
fish groups that are harvested, returned to the hatchery, or otherwise collected. 
Coded wire tagging has been, and continues to be, used for most studies to mass 
mark juvenile salmon and steelhead prior to release. 

OBJECTIVES 
 
 
1. Remove, identify, and record coded wire tags recovered from adult salmon 

and steelhead harvested or otherwise collected in Idaho. 
 
2. Document contribution of Idaho LSRCP-reared fish in downstream Columbia 

River and ocean fisheries. 

METHODS 
 
 

Chinook salmon and steelhead trout snouts were removed from appropriately 
fin-marked salmon and steelhead either in the harvest or at hatchery racks. 
Coded wire tags within the snouts were removed and decoded. Information from 
coded wire tags from salmon and steelhead recovered outside of Idaho was 
processed as received from other agencies. The information was entered on the 
existing coded wire tag data base. 

RESULTS 

During the reporting period, total fish marked and released from Lower 
Snake River hatcheries included 1.36 million spring chinook salmon (Table 1), 
309,725 summer chinook salmon (Table 2), and 206,000 steelhead trout (Table 3). 
 

Chinook salmon snouts recovered and processed for coded wire tags included 
1,001 in 1987 and 1,247 in 1988. Steelhead trout snouts processed totalled 398 
for the 1987-1988 run. Detailed recovery information for steelhead trout (run 
years 1984-1985, 1985-1986, 1986-1987, and 1987-1988) and chinook salmon (1984-
1988) can be found in the Appendices. 
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