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ABSTRACT 
 

Steelhead trout Oncorhynchus mykiss and chinook salmon O. tshawytscha fisheries in 
Idaho are monitored to assess hatchery contribution, distribution, and return rates. Coded wire 
tags (CWTs) are retrieved from fish harvested by anglers, and harvest rates are calculated by 
month and river section. 
 

During the fall 1995 and spring 1996 steelhead seasons, 13,696 anglers were 
interviewed and 2,279 adult steelhead examined, which was 11.3% of the total steelhead 
harvest. We retrieved 215 CWTs from 70 different mark groups. The total estimated harvest 
for the 1995-96 season was 20,161 hatchery steelhead, of which an estimated 5,830 (29%) 
were produced by the Lower Snake River Compensation Plan (LSRCP). An additional 2,485 
LSRCP-reared fish returned to hatchery racks or to off-site release locations. 
 

The estimated total return of A-strain adults from 729,553 smolts released at Sawtooth 
Hatchery in 1993 was 3,606 (0.49%), and 81% of the return was harvested. An estimated 248 
(0.04%) B-strain adults returned after two ocean-years from 684,500 smolts released into the 
East Fork Salmon River in 1993; this group was harvested at 91%. Returns from the 1992 
release of 1,343,535 smolts into the East Fork Salmon River totaled an estimated 412 adults, 
of which 90% were harvested. 
 

Progeny of East Fork parents returned 1.6 times as many adults to the Idaho fishery 
and 5.8 times as many to the hatchery rack than progeny of Dworshak parents when released 
into the East Fork Salmon River. 
 

Author:  
Kent Ball  
Senior Fishery Research Biologist 
























































































































































































































































	TABLE OF CONTENTS
	ABSTRACT
	INTRODUCTION
	OBJECTIVES
	DESCRIPTION OF STUDY AREA
	METHODS
	Creel Survey
	Interview Schedule

	Data Analysis

	RESULTS
	Creel Survey

	DISCUSSION
	Harvest of Sawtooth Hatchery Releases
	Harvest of East Fork Salmon River Releases
	Harvest of Little Salmon River Releases
	Harvest of Hammer Creek Releases
	Harvest of Clearwater Anadromous Fish Hatchery Releases
	Off-site Releases
	Hatchery Straying
	Sources of Error

	RECOMMENDATIONS
	ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
	LITERATURE CITED
	LIST OF TABLES
	Table 1. Steelhead season dates, bag limits and special restrictions for the Clearwater, Salmon
	Table 2.  River location codes for Idaho's anadromous fisheries
	Table 3. Steelhead fishery interview data (unexpanded) from lower Snake River (01), September
	Table 4. Steelhead fishery interview data (unexpanded) from Lower Clearwater River (03) and
	Table 5. Steelhead fishery interview data (unexpanded) from Upper Clearwater and Middle Fork
	Table 6.  Steelhead fishery interview data (unexpanded) from South Fork Clearwater River (07),
	Table 7.  Steelhead fishery interview data (unexpanded) from Salmon River Section 11, October
	Table 8.  Steelhead fishery interview data (unexpanded) from Salmon River Section 11, October
	Table 9.  Steelhead fishery interview data (unexpanded) from Salmon River Section 12, , October
	Table 10.  Steelhead fishery interview data (unexpanded) from Salmon River Section 13, October
	Table 11.  Steelhead fishery interview data (unexpanded) from Salmon River Section 14, October
	Table 12.  Steelhead fishery interview data (unexpanded) from Salmon River Section 15, October
	Table 13.  Steelhead fishery interview data (unexpanded) from Salmon River Section 16, October
	Table 14.  Steelhead fishery interview data (unexpanded) from Salmon River Section 17,
	Table 15.  Steelhead fishery interview data (unexpanded) from Salmon River Section 18, March -
	Table 16.  Steelhead fishery interview data (unexpanded) from Salmon River Section 19, March -
	Table 17.  Steelhead fishery interview data (unexpanded) from Little Salmon River Section 20,
	Table 18.  Proportion of estimated harvest by river section that was examined for marks, 1995 -
	Table 19.  Estimated number of hatchery steelhead harvested in the lower Snake, Clearwater and
	Table 20.  Summary of 1995 -1996 harvest estimates and hatchery returns of steelhead produced
	Table 21.  Coded wire tag (CWT) recoveries of East Fork Salmon River releases - East Fork stock

	LIST OF FIGURES
	Figure 1. Map of steelhead harvest areas in Idaho

	LIST OF APPENDICES
	APPENDICES
	Appendix A… Total number of steelhead by section and month harvested by resident and
	Appendix B... Coded wire tag recoveries and fin clips identified September 1995 - April 1996;
	Appendix C… Steelhead groups returning to the Salmon River, 1995 -1996
	Appendix D… Steelhead groups returning to the Clearwater River, 1995 -1995
	Appendix E... Miscellaneous coded wire tag steelhead groups that were recovered by Idaho




