
 
 

 

February 26, 2020 
 
Subject: CITES Marine Species Taken on the High Seas by Commercial Fishing Vessels 

 
Background: At the 17th and 18th meetings of the Conference of the Parties (CoP) to the 
Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), 
several species of sharks were listed in Appendix II of CITES. The listed shark species at CoP 
17 were all three species of thresher sharks (Alopias spp.) and the silky shark (Carcharhinus 
falciformis). At CoP 18 the short fin mako (Isurus oxyrinchus) and long fin mako shark (Isurus 
paucus) were listed. 

 
CITES specimens taken by U.S. vessels on the high seas, i.e. waters beyond the territorial sea or 
exclusive economic zone (EEZ) of any nation, and landing in the United States require a CITES 
Introduction from the sea (IFS) certificate, as described in CITES Articles I(e), III(5), IV(6), and 
IV(7). Fishing on the high seas raises difficulties for communicating with the Service. In addition, 
the commercial fishing industry generally uses nontraditional ports of entry. 

 
Action: Understanding the unique nature of the fishing industry, fulfillment of the 50 CFR 
14.54 requirement to provide 48 hour notice prior to the importation of live or perishable 
shipments can be accomplished by providing the vessel’s estimated landing date and port or 
place of arrival to the nearest staffed wildlife port office at least 48 hours before arrival. 

 
As required under U.S. CITES-implementing regulations (50 CFR 23), any specimens of CITES 
listed species commercially imported into the United States, including take and landing from the 
high seas, or exported from the United States will require valid CITES documentation. 
Additional guidance on these listings and permit information can be found at: 
http://www.fws.gov/international/permits/byspecies/sharks-and-rays.html. 

 

If you are fishing on the high seas and catch CITES listed marine species, you will need to 
obtain the following authorizations to land your catch into the United States. 

 
1. Complete and submit CITES IFS certificate application form 3-200-31 to the U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service. 
2.  Apply for and obtain an import/export license from the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, Office 

of Law Enforcement. 
3. Enter the United States with valid CITES IFS certificate(s) through any port or place. 
4. Submit Declaration Form 3-177, original CITES IFS certificate(s), and other pertinent 

documents to the closest designated wildlife port office, upon landing. All applicable user 
fees apply. 

 
If you are fishing on the high seas and catch CITES listed marine species that you land in a 
foreign country and subsequently export that catch into the United States. 

 
1. Obtain a CITES re-export certificate from the country where the catch was landed. Contact 

the CITES authority in that country for more information. For catch landed in Canada, 
please visit Canada's Fisheries Certificate System for more information. 

NOTICE TO THE WILDLIFE 
IMPORT/EXPORT COMMUNITY 

http://www.fws.gov/international/permits/byspecies/sharks-and-rays.html
https://www.fws.gov/forms/3-200-31.pdf
https://www.fws.gov/elicense/
https://www.cites.org/eng/cms/index.php/component/cp
https://fcs-scp.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/fcsweb/IntroPage-en.aspx


2. Apply for and obtain an import/export license from the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service Office of Law 
Enforcement. 

3. Enter the United States with valid CITES re-export certificate(s) through a Designated 
Wildlife Port, unless authorized under a Designated Port Exception Permit 
(https://www.fws.gov/le/pdf/3-200-2.pdf). 

4. Submit Declaration Form 3-177, original CITES re-export certificate(s), and other pertinent 
documents to the designated wildlife port office, where the shipment has landed. All 
applicable user fees apply. 

 
If you are exporting CITES listed marine species, including their parts and products, that 
were either taken in U.S waters or on the high seas and then landed in the United States, 
you will need to obtain the following authorizations. 

 
1. Complete and submit CITES application form 3-200-27 to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 

PLEASE NOTE: Whenever you apply for a CITES document, whether it is an export permit 
or re-export certificate, you will need to demonstrate that the catch was legally harvested. 
Documentation that demonstrates legal origin of a catch may include copies of the required 
NOAA’s National Marine Fisheries Service permits, state license (if required to fish in state 
waters), receipts showing the sale of the catch (if the catch changes hands), or other 
documentation that shows that the fish were legally harvested and traded. 

2. Apply for and obtain import/export license from the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service Office of 
Law Enforcement. 

3. Exit the United States through a Designated Wildlife Port, unless authorized under a 
Designated Port Exception Permit (application form 3-200-2). 

4. Submit Declaration Form 3-177, original CITES export permit(s) (for validation), and other 
pertinent documents to the designated wildlife port office, at the port of export. All 
applicable user fees apply. 

 
Importers/exporters are encouraged to set up an electronic declaration (eDec) system account, so 
declarations can be filed prior to the specimens being landed and therefore minimize delays in 
receiving clearance. 

 
Exports: Exports of protected marine species remain unchanged and must comply with 
applicable U.S. laws and federal regulations. 

 
 
 
 

Contact: 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Office of Law Enforcement 
703-358-1949; 703-358-2271 (fax) 
lawenforcement@fws.gov (e-mail) 

https://www.fws.gov/elicense/
https://www.fws.gov/le/pdf/3-200-2.pdf
https://www.fws.gov/forms/3-200-27.pdf
https://www.fws.gov/elicense/
https://www.fws.gov/le/pdf/3-200-2.pdf
mailto:lawenforcement@fws.gov
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