
Common milkweed: Asclepias syriaca 

Habitat information 
• Common milkweed grows in a range of conditions and is 

often seen along roadsides. It creates a ball of rosy-pink 
flowers in summer and attracts monarch butterflies, as 
well as other butterflies and bees. The name milkweed 
comes from the plant’s milky-white sap, which contains 
bitter chemicals that protect the plants from hungry 
predators. 

• Milkweeds are the sole food source and larval host for 
monarch butterflies. 

 

Pollinator information 

• Pollinators: Butterflies, hummingbirds, birds  

• Larval host: Grey hairstreak, monarch and queen 
butterflies 

Text source and more information:http://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=ASSY 
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