Klamath Falls Fish & Wildlife Office

2017 In Review

2017. Water returned to the Klamath Basin as above-average precipitation in the 2016-
2017 winter brought some relief to four prior years of drought. The additional water
allowed for the release of more than one pulse high flow from Link River Dam, created
beneficial floods at Upper Klamath National Wildlife Refuge (NWR) and caused water to
spill over the top of Gerber Dam, which has happened only a few times in its 92 year
history. Since water is limited even in good water years, discussions continued to swirl
around how to best use water in the Klamath Basin. Most parties remained willing to
come to the table and work on tough, complex issues. Within that context, the Klamath
Falls Fish and Wildlife Office of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service continued to deliver
our mission of working with others to achieve conservation of fish and wildlife re-
sources. Some of our numerous accomplishments in 2017 include those depicted in the
following photos. All photos U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

Left: A sucker collected at Lake Ewauna in
April.

Top Left: Helping Oregon Dept. of Fish and
Wildlife with collaring a wolf (OR-54).

Top Right: Placing a passive integrated tran-
sponder (PIT) tag in a sucker in the Lost
River watershed.

Right: Riparian plantings along the Sprague
River.

Below: High water events that occurred in
2017: spilling at Gerber Dam (left), flooding
at the Agency-Barnes section of Upper Kla-
math NWR (center) , and a high pulse flow
on the Link River (right).

Increasing size of suckers collected in 2016
being raised at rearing facility.



Top Left: Large wood structures placed on the Wil-
liamson River to enhance fish habitat.

Top Right: Goose banding at Tulelake National Wild-
life Refuge.

Above Left: Propagation of wocus, a native lily.
Above Center: Early morning work with wolves.
Above Right: Collecting data to assess effectiveness
of habitat restoration work.

Left: Interns from Oregon Institute of Technology
measuring flow on Deming Creek.

Right: Dispersing milk weed seeds to support Mon-
arch butterfly.

Below Left: Plantings on the Sprague River.

Below Right: Gravel augmentation project at Spring
Creek.



Top Left: Health exam for suckers at
the rearing facility.

Top Right: Suckers from the 2016
collection continue to grow at the
rearing facility.

Above: A site overview of the facility
where sucker rearing occurs.

Left: Electroshocking for sucker near
Clear Lake.

Right and Below Right: Fish salvage
efforts in the fall at the A Canal fish
screen.

Below Left: Beaver dam below a bull
trout area being restored on the Sycan
River.

Below: An Oregon spotted frog.




The Klamath Falls Fish and Wildlife
Office coordinates and facilitates con-
servation for fish and wildlife in the
Upper Klamath and Goose Lake Basins
(south central Oregon and northeast
California) through the combined ef-
forts of other agencies, organizations,
and individuals. The KFFWO restores

habitat by working with private land-
owners on a voluntary basis through
the Partners for Fish and Wildlife Pro-
gram and works with others to carry
out the requirements of the Endangered
Species Act.

Top: Release of suckers in
April that had been
“salvaged” from canals.
Above Left, Center Left and
Bottom Left: Staff trip to
Crater Lake National Park
in August.

Above Right and Right:
Participation in the 2017
Great American Eclipse.
Bottom Right: One of sever-
al activities to connect kids
with nature.



