
The KFFWO worked with cooper-
ators to install 240 feet of 4-inch 
polyethylene pipe with a passive 
integrated transponder (PIT)   
detection system across the Link 
River. Fish with small electronic 
PIT tag inserts can then be detect-
ed as they pass over in-stream 
sensors. This will improve under-
standing of sucker movements. 
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U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service  

This Annual Snapshot gives a visual 
selection of activities done by the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service’s Klamath 
Falls Fish and Wildlife Office 
(KFFWO) in 2015. All photos U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service unless noted. 

Raised beds were used 
for a School Yard Habi-
tat project at Tulelake 
High School. Plantings 
included milkweed, 
which provided food for 
Monarch butterfly cater-
pillars.  

Trail camera image of a fisher. The 
KFFWO supports a project with the 
Bureau of Land Management and U.S. 
Forest Service to trap fisher and equip 
them with VHF and GPS collars to 
monitor movements and improve un-
derstanding of their habitat use.  

The KFFWO surveyed Applegate’s 
milkvetch at the Klamath Falls Air-
port. The KFFWO also completed a 
biological opinion for a runway ex-
pansion plan that will affect the en-
dangered plant. 
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Overlooking the reconnection of Dem-
ing Creek with the South Fork Sprague 
River. This KFFWO project opened 8.5 
miles of high quality habitat and bene-
fits bull trout. A new fish screen was 
also installed. 

An excavator view of work to 
place large wood along the banks 
of the Williamson River. This 
KFFWO project improved fish 
rearing habitat near important 
spawning grounds. 

A sucker captured in Barnes Val-
ley Creek was sampled for genetic 
material as part of a KFFWO 
study to look at relationships be-
tween Lost River, shortnose and 
Klamath largescale suckers. The 
photo will help with species iden-
tification. The specimen is likely 
a 3 to 4 year-old Klamath 
largescale sucker.  

The KFFWO 
completed the 
first-ever graz-
ing-related 
biological 
opinion for 
Oregon spotted 
frog in 2015.  



The KFFWO coordinates and facili-
tates conservation for fish and wildlife 
in the Upper Klamath and Goose Lake 
Basins (south central Oregon and 
northeast California) through the com-
bined efforts of other agencies, organi-
zations, and individuals. The KFFWO 
restores habitat by working with pri-
vate landowners on a voluntary basis 
through the Partners for Fish and Wild-
life Program and works with others to 
carry out the requirements of the En-
dangered Species Act.  

Actions for Threatened and 
Endangered Species 
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Finalization of Bull Trout Recovery 
Plan and the Klamath Recovery Unit 
Implementation Plan 

Delisting of Modoc sucker, the second 
fish species ever removed from the 
Endangered Species list for recovery 

Determination that Leona’s little blue 
butterfly is not warranted for listing 
protection 

Conclusion that Sierra Nevada red fox 
is not warranted for listing protection 
except for the Sierra Nevada distinct 
population segment in California 

Bureau of Reclamation box net removal 
at the Fisheries Evaluation Station near 
Link River Dam. Three KFFWO in-
terns from the Chicago Botanic Garden 
looked at suckers at this station and 
Lower Klamath National Wildlife Ref-
uge to develop rearing options.  

Trail camera image of Shasta Pack 
wolf pups. Several wolves are now in 
southern Oregon and northern Cali-
fornia, and in 2015 the KFFWO took 
a lead role in wolf coordination for 
Region 8 of the USFWS.  

Sage Community School students 
raised Painted Lady Butterflies in the 
classroom and released them into their 
School Yard Habitat project.  

Plantings at the Snake Creek recon-
nect project. The KFFWO worked 
with the landowner to reconnect 
Snake Creek with the Sycan River to 
improve fish passage.  

The newly restored reach of the Sycan 
River flowing through The Nature Con-
servancy’s Sycan Marsh Preserve. This 
KFFWO project provided fish passage 
to about 60 miles of habitat.  

An irrigation system was reworked to 
allow removal of 1 mile of levee 
along the Sprague River near Beatty 
that had increased instream sediment.  

The KFFWO thinned dense and over-
grown brush, including invasive spe-
cies, in the Link River Canyon. Trail 
access also was improved.  
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