
Buck Identification 
Antlers good, but not always reliable 

Mule Deer Winter Pelage CWTD Summer Pelage 

Forking 
upward 

Rising out of 
main beam 

Often long 
brow tine 

White around 
eyes 

Dark 
forehead 

May have 
collar or tags 



Doe Identification 

Black-tail Deer, Winter Pelage CWTD Summer Pelage 

Black  tail. Can be  
cocked out when relaxed 

Less white on face 

Longer, wider tail. Usually 
brown (sometimes with black). 
Can be tucked when relaxed White around eyes  

and above nose 
May have collars or tags 



Variation Exists - Use More than One Field Mark 

White-tailed Deer: This antler  
looks forked 

White-tailed Deer:  Tail 
is thin with black at the tip 

Black-tailed Deer:  This antler 
swoops forward and rises out  
of main beam 
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