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Overview



• Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in 
Wildlife Management

• Certified Wildlife Biologist®

• Published author, including both 
popular and peer-reviewed scientific 
articles

• DSC Executive Director and CEO

• Texas Parks and Wildlife (16 years)

Corey Mason



• Mission:  “To ensure the 
conservation of wildlife through 
public engagement, education, and 
advocacy for well-regulated hunting 
and sustainable use.”

• Comprised of 6,500 members



• The sole mission of the DSC Foundation 
is to 

serve the mission and vision of DSC
• DSCF is the charitable arm of DSC that 

provides   the majority of our 
conservation grants
• 501 (c)3

DSC Foundation



• The DSC Frontline Foundation was 
created to provide financial assistance to 
eligible guides, professional hunters, 
anti-poaching staff, and 
game rangers who are seriously injured 

in the course of providing their 
professional services 
• 501 (c)3

DSC Frontline Foundation



• Purpose: To provide subject matter 
expertise with both regional and global 
perspectives on needed research, 
program development, and advocacy 

• Members: Jeff Crane, Khalil Karimov, 
Rob Keck, Shane Mahoney, Tamas 
Marghescu, Ron Regan, and Danene van 
der Westhuyzen

Conservation Advisory Board



• The International Union for 
Conservation of Nature (IUCN) is the 
global authority on the status of the 
natural world and the measures 
needed to safeguard it

• DSC became a member in 2015





Habitat Management 101
Carrying capacity = the number of animals in 

which a given habitat can healthily sustain

Varies through time and must be managed 

as such

- Drought

- Winter

- Competition with other resources



North American Model
• Recovered numerous wildlife species 

from near extinction
• User pay : public benefit

- Agency funding ($797M)
- TPWD:  $57M + $37M = $94M 

• Wildlife are managed using science





Greatest Challenges

• Habitat loss

-Human population growth

• Bushmeat 

• Poaching

• Politics and Western Influence

Emotion over Science



Habitat Loss
• Wilderness areas under increased 

pressure
• Commercial and subsistence farming
• Commercial mining and unregulated 

logging

• Population explosion
• 1950 - 228 million
• 2018 - 1.3 billion

• 2050 - 2.5 billion







Habitat Degradation



Habitat Conversion





“Well managed trophy hunting, which takes place 
in many parts of the world, can and does generate 
critically needed incentives and revenue for 
government, private and community landowners to 
maintain and restore wildlife as a land use and to 
carry out conservation actions.”

IUCN



Bushmeat and Poaching

• Meat for the pot and commercial sale

• Organized poaching syndicates

• Human : wildlife conflict





Politics and Western Influence

• Social Media driving uniformed messages
-Iconic African species targeted

• Media not objectively reporting
• Wildlife policies are increasingly driven by 

politics, not science
-Importation bans on elephant and lion
-Did anyone ask Africa what they 

needed?



The Zimbabwe Elephant 
Dilemma

• Zimbabwe elephant herd 83K 
with carrying capacity of 35K

• Zimbabwe elephant CITES 
quota 500.  Actual annual 
offtake 250-400 elephant

• 2014 USA stops elephant 
importation from Zimbabwe

• Loss of key revenue to both 
safari operators and 
Zimbabwe National Parks 
used to fight anti-poaching

• 2014-2017 USFWS 
undertakes extensive 
enhancement study

• 2017 USFWS determines 
hunting enhances elephant 
population (Positive 
Enhancement)

• 2019 Elephant importation 
ban continues

• Safari operators and 
Zimbabwe National Parks 
continue to face financial 
issues as a result of elephant 
import ban

• Elephant poaching and 
habitat loss continues…







Impacts of Hunting on Local 
Communities

• Hunting in Africa directly generates over $300M 
annually

• Hunting in South Africa alone generates $130M 
annually

• Average in-country spending is $26,000 per hunter

• Safari operators in Tanzania able to support anti-
poaching and local community projects ($9.8M in 
three years)

• Over 285,000 pounds of game meat distributed last 
year in Zambia (over 1 million meals)



Benefits to Rural Communities

• Employment (camp staff, 
trackers, skinners, game scouts, 
etc.)
• Infrastructure development 

(schools, medical clinics, etc.)
• Water
• Protein





Photo Tourism and Hunting

• Both industries provide economic benefits and conservation value to 
wildlife

• Photo safaris primarily take place in National Parks 

• High density of game populations

• Well developed road systems, infrastructure, and water 
sources

• Luxury camps

• Hunting safaris take place in remote areas

• Low density of game populations

• Very little infrastructure

• Economic incentives to rural Africans



DSC’s Action Plan



• The sole mission of the DSC Foundation 
is to 

serve the mission and vision of DSC
• DSCF is the charitable arm of DSC that 

provides   the majority of our 
conservation grants
• 22 grants funded in 2018

DSC Foundation



DSC Foundation provides grants to 
fund critical wildlife research needs 

and conservation initiatives



DSCF continues to support Zambezi 
Delta Safaris to help fund the anti-
poaching patrol over the Zambezi 

Delta in Mozambique





DSCF continues to support the Dande 
Anti-Poaching Unit in Zimbabwe. The 

funding equips scouts with proper 
equipment and allows for more 

effectiveness in the field.





DSCF provides funds to Old Nyika Safaris 
in support of anti-poaching patrols, 
conservation efforts and community 
projects in four different blocks in 

Tanzania.



Ivan Carter Wildlife Conservation 
Alliance – Giraffe Conservation 
Foundation expands the west 

African giraffe population in the 
Republic of Niger. 





Reducing Human : Wildlife 
Conflict







DSC Foundation provides grants to 
provide education critical to 
conserve the world’s wildlife.



Southern Africa Wildlife 
College

• Train and equip rangers

• Aerial surveillance
• K9 capability
• Community benefits

DSCF’s grant to SWAC continues long 
standing support for the training program 

targeted at individuals from historically 
disadvantaged communities.



What Will the Western World Do…





Botswana's elephant population was 
estimated at 130,000 against the 2011 
Elephant Management Survey having 

estimated the country's carrying 
capacity at  54,000.

Botswana

“It bamboozles me when people sit in 
the comfort of where they come from 
and lecture us about the management 

of species they don't have.”
-Botswana President, Mokgweetsi 

Masisi
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