


Border Wall Call – Notes – 6/13/17 

John Andrew and – DOI 

Border Wall updates: 

Texas: (IBWC and USFWS property) – first three miles 

- No landowner engagement 
- Army Corps – developing public affairs guidance 
- Congressionals notified on Friday  

4 Media Events Planned: 

- Wall media update (small scale – small group)- IN DC  
o Bringing media up to date 

- When selection happens for prototype – DC briefing – Late July 
o Who has been selected to build prototype  

- Prototype Construction in San Diego  
o 30 days to build prototypes 

- May invite media 
o Final selection to build the full wall 

- Another briefing at that time (after protoypes are built) 

Statements and public affairs guidance 

- About environmental consultation 

Consultation FAQ – shared with OCA and OCC 

- Living and breathing document 
 

 

 

 

(b) (6), (b) 
(7)(C)



Border Wall Coordination Call – 07/18/2017 

 

- Preliminary discussion on el paso sector replacement with ES/BLM 

John Andrew 

- Before this meeting 
- Referring everyone to CBP 
- Pre-work is being done on levee, not Service/refuge property 
- Drilling activities continue until the end of July 
- Meeting between CBP/DHA/BIA about tribal consultation, John provided agreement for FY17 

projects 
o Working on time to get back together for consultation  

-  

Levee  

Media Coverage w/CBP Coordination Meetings with FWS 

- Drafted short statement for the USFWS  
- Meeting at RGV Headquarters, invited Robert Jess 

o After action report 
o RGV Sector Call 

 What they can expect to see 
 Not talking to private landowners 

(b) (6), (b) 
(7)(C)









4/12/2018 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Fwd: Congressional: QFR on border fence DD COB Friday, August 5

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=e17b26267c&jsver=jIbIdzeP9wE.en.&view=pt&cat=Border%20Wall%20FOIA%202017&search=cat&th=1565ad819d3386c8

Kimbrough, Monica <monica_kimbrough@fws.gov>

Fwd: Congressional: QFR on border fence DD COB Friday, August 5 
1 message

Garrahan, Ken <ken_garrahan@fws.gov> Fri, Aug 5, 2016 at 7:15 AM
To: Chris Tincher <chris_tincher@fws.gov>, Thomas Harvey <Thomas_Harvey@fws.gov>, Monica Kimbrough
<monica_kimbrough@fws.gov>

 
---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Perez, Chris <chris_perez@fws.gov> 
Date: Thu, Aug 4, 2016 at 3:46 PM 
Subject: Re: Congressional: QFR on border fence DD COB Friday, August 5 
To: "Perez, Sonny" <sonny_perez@fws.gov> 
Cc: Imer DeLaGarza <imer_delagarza@fws.gov>, Hilary Swarts <hilary_swarts@fws.gov>, Jonathan Moczygemba
<jonathan_moczygemba@fws.gov>, Kimberly Wahl <kimberly_wahl@fws.gov>, Boyd Blihovde
<boyd_blihovde@fws.gov>, Bryan Winton <bryan_winton@fws.gov>, Gisela Chapa <gisela_chapa@fws.gov>, Robert
Jess <robert_jess@fws.gov>, Mitch Sternberg <mitch_sternberg@fws.gov>, Ken Garrahan <ken_garrahan@fws.gov> 
 
 
Sonny:  Nonetheless, I looked around and did find these articles, but just not a whole lot.  I think Bryan had some more. 
See attached.
 
On Thu, Aug 4, 2016 at 2:41 PM, Perez, Sonny <sonny_perez@fws.gov> wrote: 

Bio Team,
 
Can you help me with this request?  Are any of you aware of any peer-reviewed, scientific studies which document
impacts of border fence construction or operations on native wildlife populations?
 
Please respond to me ASAP but no later than 2PM on Friday, August 5.
 
Thank you,
 
Sonny
---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Garrahan, Ken <ken_garrahan@fws.gov> 
Date: Thu, Aug 4, 2016 at 2:30 PM 
Subject: Fwd: Congressional: QFR on border fence DD COB Friday, August 5 
To: Bill Radke <Bill_Radke@fws.gov>, Sid Slone <sid_slone@fws.gov>, Sally Flatland <sally_flatland@fws.gov>,
Elaine Johnson <elaine_johnson@fws.gov>, Sonny Perez <sonny_perez@fws.gov>, Mitch Sternberg
<mitch_sternberg@fws.gov> 
Cc: Monica Kimbrough <monica_kimbrough@fws.gov>, Thomas Harvey <Thomas_Harvey@fws.gov> 
 
 
Please see the email string below and respond directly to Chris Tincher, cc to Tom Harvey and Monica Kimbrough.
Information requested is in bold text.
 
Thanks
 
Ken
 
 
---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Thomas Harvey <thomas_harvey@fws.gov> 
Date: Thu, Aug 4, 2016 at 12:31 PM 
Subject: Fwd: Congressional: QFR on border fence DD COB Friday, August 5 
To: Ken Garrahan <Ken_Garrahan@fws.gov> 
Cc: juliette_fernandez@fws.gov, monica_kimbrough@fws.gov 
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Ken,
Please be sure to check with our Div of Bio Sciences and any border RMs that may have anything to contribute as well.
Thanks
 
Tom
 
Sent from my iPhone
 
Begin forwarded message: 
 

From: "Spangle, Steve" <steve_spangle@fws.gov> 
Date: August 4, 2016 at 11:26:19 AM PDT 
To: "Calhoun, Jean" <jean_calhoun@fws.gov> 
Cc: "Tincher, Chris" <chris_tincher@fws.gov>, Johnna Roy <johnna_roy@fws.gov>,  Thomas Harvey
<thomas_harvey@fws.gov>, Kelly McDowell <kelly_mcdowell@fws.gov>,  Dawn Gardiner
<dawn_gardiner@fws.gov>, Chuck Ardizzone <chuck_ardizzone@fws.gov> 
Subject: Re: Congressional: QFR on border fence DD COB Friday, August 5 
 

Excellent--thanks Jean...
 
On Thu, Aug 4, 2016 at 11:23 AM, Calhoun, Jean <jean_calhoun@fws.gov> wrote: 

Chris,
 
Here are a couple of peer-reviewed articles on border wall impacts on wildlife.  I'm sure there are
more.  I'll let you know if I find/hear of others.
 
thanks
Jean
 
 

Jean A. Calhoun 
Assistant Field Supervisor
Tucson Office- Arizona Ecological Services
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
201 N. Bonita Avenue, Suite 141
Tucson, Arizona 85745
Tel: (520) 670-6150, ext. 223
Jean Calhoun@fws.gov
 
 
On Thu, Aug 4, 2016 at 10:05 AM, Spangle, Steve <steve_spangle@fws.gov> wrote: 

I am unaware of any "peer-reviewed, scientific studies which document impacts of border fence
construction or operations on native wildlife populations."  The question is very specific to the border
fence.  More generally, the effects of impenetrable obstacles on wildlife populations is well-
documented in the literature, however.
 
On Thu, Aug 4, 2016 at 9:57 AM, Tincher, Chris <chris_tincher@fws.gov> wrote: 

Apologies for the extremely short deadline. Please see the request below.
 
HQ is looking for a response to a Question for the Record from the hearing "The
Consequences of Federal Land Management along the US Border to Rural
Communities and National Security." 
 

 
Q. There have been periodic claims in the press that border fence construction has
resulted in impacts to wildlife.  Is the Department of the Interior aware of any peer-
reviewed, scientific studies which document impacts of border fence construction or
operations on native wildlife populations?

 
At this time we are not being asked to provide copies of any of the materials so
indicating an affirmative response with key scientific records should be sufficient. If
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you anticipate more time is needed to complete this request, please notify me as soon
as possible. 
 
I will compile information from our Region and CLA will coordinate with Jon Andrew on the final
response.
 
 As always, please remember emails are considered records and may be called for during a FOIA. 
 
Chris
 
Christine R. Tincher
Congressional Liaison / Public Affairs Specialist 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service - Southwest Region
New Mexico * Arizona * Texas * Oklahoma
 
Office: (602) 242-0210, except Wednesdays
Mobile: (505) 449-8776 
Email:   chris_tincher@fws.gov
 
****************************************
 
 
 
---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Gustavson, Angela <angela_gustavson@fws.gov> 
Date: Thu, Aug 4, 2016 at 9:04 AM 
Subject: QFR on border fence 
To: Chris Tincher <Chris_Tincher@fws.gov> 
Cc: Roya Mogadam <Roya_Mogadam@fws.gov>, Lisa Jones <lisa_m_jones@fws.gov>, Alyssa
Hausman <alyssa_hausman@fws.gov> 
 
 
Hi Chris, 
 
On April 28th, Jon Andrew testified on behalf of the Department before the HNR Subcommittee on
Oversight and Investigations at a hearing entitled "The Consequences of Federal Land
Management along the U.S. Border to Rural Communities and National Security."  
 
The Department received QFRs and they need our help with a couple, including this one below. 
 
7.    There have been periodic claims in the press that border fence construction has resulted in
impacts to wildlife.  Is the Department of the Interior aware of any peer-reviewed, scientific studies
which document impacts of border fence construction or operations on native wildlife populations? 
 
Could Region 2 please provide a response to this QFR by COB Friday, if possible? 
 
Thanks, 
 
Angela  
 
Angela Gustavson
Deputy Chief
Division of Congressional and Legislative Affairs
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Office: 703-358-2253
Mobile: 202-909-5105
angela_gustavson@fws.gov
 

 
 
 
--  
Steve Spangle, Field Supervisor 
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Arizona Ecological Services Office
 
Note new address:
DOI U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
9828 North 31st Avenue, #C3
Phoenix, Arizona 85051-2517
 
602/242-0210
 
 

 
 
 
 
--  
Steve Spangle, Field Supervisor 
Arizona Ecological Services Office
 
Note new address:
DOI U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
9828 North 31st Avenue, #C3
Phoenix, Arizona 85051-2517
 
602/242-0210
 
 

 
 
 
--  
Kenneth A. Garrahan, Chief, Division of Visitor Services, Southwest Region
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
P.O. Box 1306
500 Gold Avenue SW
4'th Floor, Room 4504 
Albuquerque, NM 87103-1306
 
505.248.6632 (o)
505.850.8644 (c)
505.248.6621 (fax)
 
 

 
 
 
--  
Chris Perez, Wildlife Biologist
Lower Rio Grande Valley NWR
3325 Green Jay Rd.
Alamo, TX 78516
Phone: 956-784-7553
Fax: 956-787-8338
 
 
 
--  
Kenneth A. Garrahan, Chief, Division of Visitor Services, Southwest Region
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
P.O. Box 1306
500 Gold Avenue SW
4'th Floor, Room 4504 
Albuquerque, NM 87103-1306
 
505.248.6632 (o)
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505.850.8644 (c)
505.248.6621 (fax)
 
 
4 attachments

Hemmed-in_Border Article on Corridors.pdf 
1845K

Chertoff's Monster.pdf 
366K

Environmental Impacts of a Border Fence.pdf 
181K

TransboundaryConservation.pdf 
2296K
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BioBriefs

A group of Arizona park and refuge man-
agers, wildlife biologists, and conserva-
tionists has charged that building a wall
along the US–Mexican border to keep
illegal immigrants and drug smugglers
out of the United States will fragment
the Sonoran Desert ecosystem, damage
the desert’s plant and animal commu-
nities, and prevent the free movement
of wildlife between the United States and
Mexico. A border wall would affect any
animal along the border that “walks,
crawls, or slithers,” argues Brian Segee, a
staff attorney with Washington, DC–
based Defenders of Wildlife. “Anything
that doesn’t fly would find its routes
blocked.”Actually, low-flying birds such
as the cactus ferruginous pygmy owl
might be affected as well.

Congress passed and President Bush
signed the Secure Fence Act last fall. It 
authorizes the US Department of Home-
land Security to build a $2.2 billion wall
in five sections along 700 miles of the
2000-mile-long US–Mexican border. One
section would run from Calexico, Cali-
fornia, to Douglas, Arizona. In some
places, it would replace current or
planned barriers that block vehicles but
allow people and animals to pass through.
Other areas would have lights, move-
ment sensors, cameras, and unmanned
airplanes as a “virtual fence.” To date,
Congress has allocated no money to build
the full wall, but it has appropriated 
$1.2 billion for infrastructure plus 
$67 million for a 28-mile segment in 
Arizona.Another law known as the REAL
ID Act allows the secretary of homeland
security to exempt the wall from environ-
mental assessments or legal challenges
because of national security.

So far, the political debate surround-
ing a border wall has focused mostly on
illegal immigrants and drug smugglers.
Few outside of the conservation and
biology communities have looked at the
consequences of building a wall for
wildlife. But a symposium on border
ecology in Tucson, Arizona, last fall,

sponsored by Defenders of Wildlife and
the Wildlands Project, has helped re-
focus attention on the proposed wall’s
biological effects. The symposium, the
second held by the two groups, brought
together local and regional environ-
mental and conservation organizations,
state and federal wildlife and land agen-
cies, and university researchers. It ex-
amined issues and information gaps
relating to border ecology and the pro-
posed wall, says Jenny Neeley, Defenders
of Wildlife’s Southwest representative.

Symposium participants expressed
concern that the proposed wall would
cut off US from Mexican populations of
such species as javelinas, ocelots, and
Sonoran pronghorn. A wall would also
prevent jaguars from repopulating the
southwestern United States from a popu-
lation in Mexico’s Sierra Madre Occi-
dental forests. Jaguars from Mexico have
shown up from time to time over the
past decade in southern Arizona and
New Mexico. Altogether, says Brian 
Nowicki, a Center for Biological Diversity
conservation biologist, 30 endangered,
threatened, or candidate species live along
the US–Mexican border in Arizona and
Sonora, 15 in the area where the wall
would be built.

Moreover, building a wall, along with
the roads and support facilities it neces-
sitates, would not only plow under
saguaros and other fragile desert plants
but scare Sonoran pronghorn and other
wildlife from important sources of food
and water, Neeley says. “We want land-
scape permeability,” adds Janice Przybyl
of the Sky Island Alliance, speaking of
the ability of wildlife to move unen-
cumbered by fences.

While recognizing the validity of those
arguments, Roger DiRosa, manager of
Cabeza Prieta National Wildlife Refuge
near Ajo, Arizona, points to habitat loss
and harm to wildlife caused by illegal
immigrants and drug smugglers crossing
the refuge.With new fences and increased
Border Patrol and private group activity

to stop illegal border crossings elsewhere
in the Sonoran Desert, a growing num-
ber of people now enter the United States
at Cabeza Prieta, about 100 miles west of
Tucson. At 860,000 acres, 800,000 of
which are designated wilderness, Cabeza
Prieta is the third largest national wildlife
refuge outside Alaska.

DiRosa reports that Cabeza Prieta
now has about 400 miles of illegal roads
plus another 800 miles of unauthorized
foot trails. Border issues take up to 85
percent of DiRosa’s time and up to 75
percent of that of all refuge operations.
Biologists working in the desert at night
have to be accompanied by law enforce-
ment officers. And the Border Patrol has
built a one-acre base within Cabeza Pri-
eta that includes roads, fuel tanks, a bar-
racks for 10 officers, and a helicopter
pad.“It’s a war zone here,”he says.“We’re
into triage in deciding what to sacrifice
in the environment to achieve border
security.”

DiRosa wants to build a vehicle barrier
along the 56 miles of border within
Cabeza Prieta, similar to the one already
in place along the border at Organ Pipe
Cactus National Monument. Officials at
Buenos Aires National Wildlife Refuge
and the Tohono O’odham Nation in
southern Arizona also have plans to build
barriers. By contrast, the Secure Fence
Act mandates a wall that allows no move-
ment by most animals between the
United States and Mexico.

“Border activities have supplanted en-
vironmental protection,” DiRosa says
ruefully. “Our operations have been
turned on their heads. We have to find a
way to keep from pitting the environ-
ment against homeland security.”

Jeffrey P. Cohn (e-mail: jeffcohn@sbcglobal.net) is

a freelance science writer living in 

Takoma Park, Maryland.
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4/12/2018 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Fwd: Copy of incoming RO mail re: Notice of Violation of Env. Laws re: Border Wall Lower Rio …

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=e17b26267c&jsver=HcM5jMu2nSY.en.&view=pt&cat=Border%20Wall%20FOIA%202017&search=cat&th=15f59277e739f6e

Kimbrough, Monica <monica_kimbrough@fws.gov>

Fwd: Copy of incoming RO mail re: Notice of Violation of Env. Laws re: Border Wall
Lower Rio Grande, TX 
1 message

Jess, Robert <robert_jess@fws.gov> Thu, Oct 26, 2017 at 8:47 AM
To: Monica Kimbrough <monica_kimbrough@fws.gov>, Sonny Perez <sonny_perez@fws.gov>, Bryan Winton
<bryan_winton@fws.gov>

FYI 
---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Ardizzone, Chuck <chuck_ardizzone@fws.gov> 
Date: Thu, Oct 26, 2017 at 6:02 AM 
Subject: Fwd: Copy of incoming RO mail re: Notice of Violation of Env. Laws re: Border Wall Lower Rio Grande, TX 
To: Ernesto Reyes <ernesto_reyes@fws.gov>, Robert Jess <robert_jess@fws.gov> 
Cc: Dawn Gardiner <dawn_gardiner@fws.gov> 
 
 
 
FYI
 
 
 
  
 
 
Chuck Ardizzone
Project Leader
Texas Coastal Ecological Services
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
17629 El Camino Real, Ste 211
Houston, TX 77058
W: (281) 286-8282 Ext 228
C:   (713) 882-1912
F:  (281) 488-5882
 
 
 
---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Baker, Denise <denise_baker@fws.gov> 
Date: Wed, Oct 25, 2017 at 7:02 PM 
Subject: Copy of incoming RO mail re: Notice of Violation of Env. Laws re: Border Wall Lower Rio Grande, TX 
To: Chuck Ardizzone <chuck_ardizzone@fws.gov>, Dawn Gardiner <dawn_gardiner@fws.gov>, David Hoth
<david_hoth@fws.gov>, Melanie Ruiz <melanie_ruiz@fws.gov>, Kelly McDowell <kelly_mcdowell@fws.gov> 
 
 
See attached.
 
 
Denise Baker
Division Chief, Environmental Review
Ecological Services, Southwest Region 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
P.O. Box 1306,  Albuquerque, NM 87103
505-248-6681, mobile 505-681-6387
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--  
robert jess
project leader
south texas refuge complex
alamo, texas
 

BorderWall Lower RG Texas complaint.pdf 
2280K
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Kimbrough, Monica <monica_kimbrough@fws.gov>

Fwd: Geotechnical Testing on Fish and Wildlife Lands in RGV 
1 message

Reyes, Ernesto <ernesto_reyes@fws.gov> Tue, Nov 21, 2017 at 1:14 PM
To: Kelly McDowell <kelly_mcdowell@fws.gov>, Monica Kimbrough <monica_kimbrough@fws.gov>

FYI
 
 
Ernesto Reyes
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Alamo Ecological Service Sub-Office 
3325 Green Jay Rd
Alamo, Texas 78516
Tel:956-784-7560
Fax:956-787-8338 
 
---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Wahl, Kimberly <kimberly_wahl@fws.gov> 
Date: Tue, Nov 21, 2017 at 2:11 PM 
Subject: Re: Geotechnical Testing on Fish and Wildlife Lands in RGV 
To: "Reyes, Ernesto" <ernesto_reyes@fws.gov> 
Cc: "Gardiner, Dawn" <dawn_gardiner@fws.gov>, "Winton, Bryan" <bryan_winton@fws.gov> 
 
 
Here are quick notes I can provide regarding the tracts they identified: 

1.       Las Ruinas Tract

Is designated critical habitat for Zapata bladderpod
no populations have been identified on this tract
the area of highest concern I have at that site is the eastern 1/3 of the tract.

2.       Arroyo Ramirez Tract

Is designated critical habitat for Zapata bladderpod
Has a known population of Zapata bladderpod
cultural resources have been identified on this tract

3.       Arroyo Morteros Tract

Is designated critical habitat for Zapata bladderpod
Has a known population of Zapata bladderpod

4.       Los Negros Creek Tract

Is designated critical habitat for Zapata bladderpod
no populations have been identified on this tract
cultural resources have been located on this tract

5.       Los Velas West Tract  

no known T&E plant populations

6.       Los Velas Tract

no known T&E plant populations

7.       La Casita East Tract

no known T&E plant populations
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8.       San Francisco Banco Tract

no known T&E plant populations

9.       Guerra Tract

no known T&E plant populations

10.   Retama Tract

no known T&E plant populations

11.   Chicharra Banco Tract  

has a known population of Walker's manioc

12.   Cuevitas Tract  

no known T&E plant populations

 
Also attached is the map that identifies refuge tracts with KNOWN populations of endangered plants and the
tracts identified as critical habitat for Zapata bladderpod.  These are only wild populations, not
reintroductions.

 
 
Kimberly Wahl-Villarreal
Plant Ecologist 
South Texas Refuge Complex
Phone (cell): 956-522-5746
 
 
On Tue, Nov 21, 2017 at 1:56 PM, Winton, Bryan <bryan_winton@fws.gov> wrote: 

Does Kim wall have the distribution maps for Zapata Bladderpod?   Kim made a map for the EA
previously.  I'll send it to you. 
bryan
 
 
On Tue, Nov 21, 2017 at 1:55 PM, Reyes, Ernesto <ernesto_reyes@fws.gov> wrote: 

Zapata bladderpod on some of the tracts that are critical habitat.
 
Ernesto
 
Ernesto Reyes
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Alamo Ecological Service Sub-Office 
3325 Green Jay Rd
Alamo, Texas 78516
Tel:956-784-7560
Fax:956-787-8338 
 
On Tue, Nov 21, 2017 at 12:39 PM, Dawn Gardiner <dawn_gardiner@fws.gov> wrote: 

Any listed plant concerns to share? 
 
Sent from my iPhone
 
On Nov 21, 2017, at 7:11 AM, Reyes, Ernesto <ernesto_reyes@fws.gov> wrote: 
 

FYI. Looks like this is the western alignment of the Starr Co border fence.
 
Ernesto Reyes
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Alamo Ecological Service Sub-Office 
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3325 Green Jay Rd
Alamo, Texas 78516
Tel:956-784-7560
Fax:956-787-8338 
 
---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: @cbp.dhs.gov> 
Date: Tue, Nov 21, 2017 at 12:31 AM 
Subject: Geotechnical Testing on Fish and Wildlife Lands in RGV 
To: "bryan_winton@fws.gov" <bryan_winton@fws.gov>, "Jess, Robert" <robert_jess@fws.gov>,
"Reyes, Ernesto" <ernesto reyes@fws.gov> 
Cc: @cbp.dhs.gov> 
 
 

Gentlemen – I hope you are doing well. CBP and USACE are seeking access to lands managed by
USFWS in Starr County for the purpose of performing geotechnical testing associated with proposed
border wall.  A hydrology analysis is currently being performed to determine the exact alignment of
proposed border wall. Given the current uncertainty with the proposed path of the wall it would be
best if we could meet with you in the field to identify possible locations for geotech testing that will
have the least environmental impact and will be representative of soil conditions in the area of the
proposed border wall.

 

We are tentatively scheduling design meetings the week of December 4th at RGV sector
headquarters. Would you be available during that week to meet and identify preferred geotech
testing locations on the first priority tract, the Las Ruinas Tract? Although the priority tract for geotech
borings is the Las Ruinas tract, we will eventually require access to other tracts in Starr County and
would prefer to execute one permit, if possible.  To that end, please let me know what information or
documentation will be needed in order to obtain a permit for geotech testing and if it will be possible
to obtain one permit for all tracts.  

 

We anticipate conducting geotech testing on the Las Ruinas Tract within the next 3 to 4 weeks.
Below are a list of the properties (by priority) within Starr County we would like to access for the
purpose of performing geotech testing.

 

1.       Las Ruinas Tract

2.       Arroyo Ramirez Tract

3.       Arroyo Morteros Tract

4.       Los Negros Creek Tract

5.       Los Velas West Tract  

6.       Los Velas Tract

7.       La Casita East Tract

8.       San Francisco Banco Tract

9.       Guerra Tract

10.   Retama Tract

11.   Chicharra Banco Tract  

12.   Cuevitas Tract  

 

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
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Thank you in advance for your assistance and if you prefer to have a conference call to discuss this
request, please let me know and I will set one up.

 

Real Estate and Environmental Branch Chief

Border Patrol & Air and Marine Program Management Office

Phone: 

Cell: 

 

 

 
 
 
 
--  
Bryan R. Winton, Wildlife Refuge Manager 
Santa Ana National Wildlife Refuge 
Lower Rio Grande Valley National Wildlife Refuge  
3325 Green Jay Road, Alamo, Texas 78516
(956) 784-7521 office;   (956) 874-4304 cell 
bryan_winton@fws.gov

 
 
 

LRGVNWR Refuge Tracts_T&E occrences map_corrected.pdf 
206K

(b) (6), (b) 
(7)(C)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (6), (b) 

(b) (6), (b) 
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Kimbrough, Monica <monica_kimbrough@fws.gov>

Re: Media Inquiry - Border interview question 
1 message

Lesli Gray <lesli_gray@fws.gov> Tue, Aug 23, 2016 at 4:33 PM
To: "Kimbrough, Monica" <monica_kimbrough@fws.gov>
Cc: Kelly McDowell <kelly_mcdowell@fws.gov>, Thomas Harvey <thomas_harvey@fws.gov>, Beth Britt
<beth_britt@fws.gov>, Beth Ullenberg <beth_ullenberg@fws.gov>

Hi Monica, I spoke to Tom a bit ago and we are trying to determine if there is a location where the reporter can see the
existing wall at either Santa Ana NWR or the Lower Rio Grande NWR. I have let Meridith know that we would follow up
once we have this information.  Lesli 
 
Lesli Gray
USFWS Public Affairs Specialist
Lesli_gray@fws.gov
972-439-4542
www.fws.gov/southwest 
 
 
On Aug 23, 2016, at 5:10 PM, Kimbrough, Monica <monica_kimbrough@fws.gov> wrote: 
 

Lesi - Based on most recent email, will you be following up with media to give them the information provided
below?
 
 
Kelly - Please provide the pertinent information from Vanessa's email below to Laguna Atascosa NWR staff
as an FYI since these reporters plan to visit the refuge. 
 
Thanks, 
Monica 
 
Monica Kimbrough
Assistant Refuge Supervisor
USFWS, National Wildlife Refuge System
Southwest Region 
office: 505-248-7419
cell: 505-366-4628
 
---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Kershaw, Jessica <jessica_kershaw@ios.doi.gov> 
Date: Tue, Aug 23, 2016 at 3:36 PM 
Subject: Re: Media Inquiry - Border interview question 
To: Vanessa Kauffman <vanessa_kauffman@fws.gov> 
Cc: "Britt, Beth" <beth_britt@fws.gov>, "Shire, Gavin" <gavin_shire@fws.gov>, Lesli Gray
<lesli_gray@fws.gov>, Kelly McDowell <kelly_mcdowell@fws.gov>, Beth Ullenberg
<beth_ullenberg@fws.gov>, Monica Kimbrough <monica_kimbrough@fws.gov>, Blake Androff
<blake_androff@ios.doi.gov>, Kevin Thompson <kevin_thompson@ios.doi.gov>, Amanda Degroff
<amanda_degroff@ios.doi.gov> 
 
 
Folks - At this point, I think it's fine to move forward with a process based answer based on what you pulled
together below. I wanted to wait for further guidance on general talkers for this issue but it's not pertinent if it
means we'll miss the deadline here so please proceed withe programmatic information as you've outlined
below.
 
On Tue, Aug 23, 2016 at 1:38 PM, Vanessa Kauffman <vanessa_kauffman@fws.gov> wrote: 

It's the first two paras below. 
 



4/12/2018 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Re: Media Inquiry - Border interview question

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=e17b26267c&jsver=jIbIdzeP9wE.en.&view=pt&cat=Border%20Wall%20FOIA%202017&search=cat&th=156b989e07e32d58

Vanessa 
 
Sent from my iPhone
 
On Aug 23, 2016, at 1:32 PM, Kershaw, Jessica <jessica_kershaw@ios.doi.gov> wrote: 
 

thanks all - can you please share the TPs that have been prepared to respond to the
Outside report that you elude to below? 
 
On Tue, Aug 23, 2016 at 1:14 PM, Britt, Beth <beth_britt@fws.gov> wrote: 

All,
We will await DOI OCO guidance in the Southwest Region.  We are prepared to provide
overarching consultation information at any time.
Thanks,
Beth
 
On Tue, Aug 23, 2016 at 11:12 AM, Shire, Gavin <gavin_shire@fws.gov> wrote: 

I don't think the first statement is applicable here as they are just asking about a
theoretical wall, but I do think the consultation part is useful. However, I'd still like folks
in DOI OCO to respond with how they want to proceed.
 
G
 
On Tue, Aug 23, 2016 at 12:18 PM, Kauffman, Vanessa
<vanessa_kauffman@fws.gov> wrote: 

Hi:
 
We have a statement we developed for this since it may have come via the IPaC
system. See below. The FAQs clearly outline the main purpose of IPaC.
 

The ‘IPaC Trump Wall’ report was not issued, requested or reviewed by the Service
and there are no such consultations underway. The “Trump Wall” report you are
referring to was created by Outside magazine (http://www.outsideonline.com/
2075761/these-are-111-endangered-species-threatened-trumps-border-wall). 

The IPaC tool is a database that essentially anyone can use and run and the FAQs
on this page will likely answer to most of your topline questions about it, what it’s for,
who uses, etc.- https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/.,

 

If the inquiry was just general in nature and not referencing IPaC, you could just
discuss the general aspects of consultation. We have fact sheets online.
 
Section 10 (State, private, etc.)
https://www.fws.gov/endangered/permits/index.html 
https://www.fws.gov/endangered/esa-library/pdf/permits.pdf 
 
Section 7 (Federal)
https://www.fws.gov/endangered/what-we-do/consultations-overview.html 
https://www.fws.gov/endangered/esa-library/pdf/consultations.pdf 
 
They could also visit the refuge and see this wonderful natural resource that
conserves habitat and species, as well as is available for recreational uses.  
 
Best,
Vanessa
 
On Tue, Aug 23, 2016 at 12:14 PM, Gavin Shire <gavin_shire@fws.gov> wrote: 

They may say this is not political but it is highly charged politically regardless. I
think this should go to the Department and so am ccing them here for their advice
on how to proceed.
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G 
 
Sent from my iPhone
 
On Aug 23, 2016, at 11:46 AM, Britt, Beth <beth_britt@fws.gov> wrote: 
 

Hi Vanessa and Gavin,
Please see below... I know we are referring all "wall" questions to
headquarters, but this one is a bit different and rather urgent as they
are planning a visit to our NWR on 25 August, and we would like to
provide verbiage (which I assume says something to the effect of we
wouldn't address the impact of a hypothetical wall) and guidance to
our Refuge staff.
Thank you,
Beth
 
 
---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Gray, Lesli <lesli_gray@fws.gov> 
Date: Tue, Aug 23, 2016 at 9:07 AM 
Subject: Media Inquiry - Border interview question 
To: Beth Britt <beth_britt@fws.gov> 
Cc: Kelly McDowell <kelly_mcdowell@fws.gov>, Beth Ullenberg
<beth_ullenberg@fws.gov> 
 
 
Hi Beth, just received a call from Meredith Manning, a reporter with
WFAA (Dallas ABC station). WFAA is beginning a new program,
Verify, where they are helping people trackdown/verify answers to
their questions. They are currently working on the following question
- "Is it possible to build a border wall across the U.S. Border?"
Meredith has contacted us because they are traveling to South
Texas starting tomorrow and would like to visit Laguna Atascosa
NWR. They would like to talk with the refuge about potential
environmental impacts of a wall (she mentioned ocelot) the morning
of August 25th. She said they are not looking for any political spin
on this just what it might mean for the species/environment at/near
the refuge. Please advise how you would like me to respond. Lesli 
 
--  
PLEASE NOTE UPDATED PHONE #
 
Lesli A. Gray
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Public Affairs Specialist 
972-439-4542
lesli_gray@fws.gov
www.fws.gov/southwest 
 
 
 
 
--  
Beth Britt
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Southwest Region
External Affairs
d 505.248.6285
m 505.252.3046
beth_britt@fws.gov
www.fws.gov/southwest
 
Arizona  |  New Mexico  |  Oklahoma  |  Texas
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--  

Best, 
Vanessa C. Kauffman 
Division of Public Affairs 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
5275 Leesburg Pike, MS: EA 
Falls Church, VA 22041-3803703-358-2138 (direct) 

571-319-6342 (cell) 
vanessa_kauffman@fws.gov 
Visit us online at: http://www.fws.gov

 
 
 
--  
Gavin Shire
Chief of Public Affairs
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
MS: EA
5275 Leesburg Pike
Falls Church, VA 22041-3803
703-358-2649 (o)
703-346-9123 (c)
gavin_shire@fws.gov

 
 
 
--  
Beth Britt
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Southwest Region
External Affairs
d 505.248.6285
m 505.252.3046
beth_britt@fws.gov
www.fws.gov/southwest
 
Arizona  |  New Mexico  |  Oklahoma  |  Texas

 
 
 
--  
Jessica Kershaw
Senior Adviser & Press Secretary
U.S. Dept of the Interior
@DOIPressSec
202-208-6416
 

 
 
 
--  
Jessica Kershaw
Senior Adviser & Press Secretary
U.S. Dept of the Interior
@DOIPressSec
202-208-6416
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Official Statement 

 
 
 

 
August 13, 2017 
 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Statement on “Border Wall” 
 
“The Department of the Interior (DOI) is one of several federal agencies that U.S. Customs 
and Border Protection (CBP) has engaged with to implement the President’s Executive Order 
(EO) 13767 - Border Security and Immigration Enforcement Improvements. CBP has included 
DOI in initial discussions regarding the implementation of the EO in south Texas.”   
 
For all border specific inquiries, please contact U.S. Customs and Border Protection’s Office of 
Public Affairs at cbpmediarelations@cbp.dhs.gov. 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 












