








On Fri, Jul 21, 2017 at 9:21 AM, Swift, Heather <heather swift@ios.doi.gov> wrote:
Are these emails being forwarded because Interior needs to respond or are you forwarding
them as an FYI that you're providing the statement? 

Thanks,

-
Heather Swift
Department of the Interior 
@DOIPressSec 
Heather Swift@ios.doi.gov l Interior Press@ios.doi.gov 

On Fri, Jul 21, 2017 at 11:18 AM, Jess, Robert <robert jess@fws.gov> wrote:

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Joseph, Laurie <ljoseph@dallasnews.com>
Date: Mon, Jul 17, 2017 at 11:24 PM
Subject: Can I ask you a few questions?
To: robert jess@fws.gov

Hello Mr. Jess, 
My husband and I had the pleasure of visiting the Santa Ana refuge last weekend during a
visit from Dallas, where we live. We go to the valley one weekend every month because my
husband, Frank Joseph, is the rabbi for Temple Beth Israel in Harlingen. I'm interested in
clarifying some of the recent stories about the proposed border wall through the refuge. (I
work as a graphic artist for the Dallas Morning News. I don't know yet if I would write about
the refuge for the paper -- possibly just for my personal social media, which is followed by a
lot of my colleagues.)
When we visited, I asked the woman working there what was going on and -- good soldier -
- she immediately referred me to you. She indicated though that plans were still in flux as
she understood them.
Can you tell me the status of the wall preparations? There were some soil samples taken
recently, yes? Are there ongoing discussions about where exactly the wall would be built or
is that decided? 
I have read that the wall would follow the levee, cutting off the visitor's center from the trails.
What is likely to happen to the refuge if it that happens -- could it still continue to operate?
Could it remain open to the public?
Having been there, I have a good sense what a big wall would do to the place aesthetically.
But of course, the refuge is about the animals and the environment. In your estimation, how
bad would it be? Is there any attempt by the wall planners to mitigate the damage?
Would you be willing to speak to me — on or off the record?

We very much enjoyed visiting the refuge. It's frankly unfathomable to me that anybody
could just cut it apart, but then, much of what's happening at the federal level lately is
unfathomable. I try to keep an open mind and ask people who really know what's going on,
rather than rely on other sources, which is why I'm reaching out to you.

Best wishes,
Laurie Joseph
214-402-6270
personal email -- laurie.b.joseph@gmail.com



-- 
robert jess
project leader
south texas refuge complex
alamo, texas

-- 
Aislinn Maestas
Public Affairs Specialist
External Affairs
Southwest Region, US Fish and Wildlife Service
Phone: 505-248-6599
aislinn maestas@fws.gov

"Swift, Heather" <heather_swift@ios.doi.gov>

From: "Swift, Heather" <heather_swift@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Fri Jul 21 2017 09:33:04 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: "Maestas, Aislinn" <aislinn_maestas@fws.gov>

CC:

"Jess, Robert" <robert_jess@fws.gov>, Interior Press
<Interior_Press@ios.doi.gov>, Monica Kimbrough
<monica_kimbrough@fws.gov>, kelly mcdowell
<kelly_mcdowell@fws.gov>, Andy Devolder
<andy_devolder@fws.gov>

Subject: Re: Can I ask you a few questions?

Awesome. Thanks Aislinn. I appreciate you providing the statement to local inquiries. 

-
Heather Swift
Department of the Interior 
@DOIPressSec 
Heather Swift@ios.doi.gov l Interior Press@ios.doi.gov 

On Fri, Jul 21, 2017 at 11:32 AM, Maestas, Aislinn <aislinn maestas@fws.gov> wrote:
I believe as an FYI. I have the statement and have been responding as necessary.

However, if you prefer them to be handled by your office, please let us know and we can
ensure all inquiries are routed accordingly.

- Aislinn

On Fri, Jul 21, 2017 at 9:21 AM, Swift, Heather <heather swift@ios.doi.gov> wrote:
Are these emails being forwarded because Interior needs to respond or are you forwarding
them as an FYI that you're providing the statement? 

Thanks,



-
Heather Swift
Department of the Interior 
@DOIPressSec 
Heather Swift@ios.doi.gov l Interior Press@ios.doi.gov 

On Fri, Jul 21, 2017 at 11:18 AM, Jess, Robert <robert jess@fws.gov> wrote:

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Joseph, Laurie <ljoseph@dallasnews.com>
Date: Mon, Jul 17, 2017 at 11:24 PM
Subject: Can I ask you a few questions?
To: robert jess@fws.gov

Hello Mr. Jess, 
My husband and I had the pleasure of visiting the Santa Ana refuge last weekend during
a visit from Dallas, where we live. We go to the valley one weekend every month
because my husband, Frank Joseph, is the rabbi for Temple Beth Israel in Harlingen. I'm
interested in clarifying some of the recent stories about the proposed border wall through
the refuge. (I work as a graphic artist for the Dallas Morning News. I don't know yet if I
would write about the refuge for the paper -- possibly just for my personal social media,
which is followed by a lot of my colleagues.)
When we visited, I asked the woman working there what was going on and -- good
soldier -- she immediately referred me to you. She indicated though that plans were still
in flux as she understood them.
Can you tell me the status of the wall preparations? There were some soil samples taken
recently, yes? Are there ongoing discussions about where exactly the wall would be built
or is that decided? 
I have read that the wall would follow the levee, cutting off the visitor's center from the
trails. What is likely to happen to the refuge if it that happens -- could it still continue to
operate? Could it remain open to the public?
Having been there, I have a good sense what a big wall would do to the place
aesthetically. But of course, the refuge is about the animals and the environment. In your
estimation, how bad would it be? Is there any attempt by the wall planners to mitigate the
damage?
Would you be willing to speak to me — on or off the record?

We very much enjoyed visiting the refuge. It's frankly unfathomable to me that anybody
could just cut it apart, but then, much of what's happening at the federal level lately is
unfathomable. I try to keep an open mind and ask people who really know what's going
on, rather than rely on other sources, which is why I'm reaching out to you.

Best wishes,
Laurie Joseph
214-402-6270
personal email -- laurie.b.joseph@gmail.com

-- 
robert jess
project leader
south texas refuge complex
alamo, texas





Thanks,

-
Heather Swift
Department of the Interior 
@DOIPressSec 
Heather Swift@ios.doi.gov l Interior Press@ios.doi.gov 

On Fri, Jul 21, 2017 at 11:18 AM, Jess, Robert <robert jess@fws.gov> wrote:

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Joseph, Laurie <ljoseph@dallasnews.com>
Date: Mon, Jul 17, 2017 at 11:24 PM
Subject: Can I ask you a few questions?
To: robert jess@fws.gov

Hello Mr. Jess, 
My husband and I had the pleasure of visiting the Santa Ana refuge last weekend during
a visit from Dallas, where we live. We go to the valley one weekend every month
because my husband, Frank Joseph, is the rabbi for Temple Beth Israel in Harlingen. I'm
interested in clarifying some of the recent stories about the proposed border wall through
the refuge. (I work as a graphic artist for the Dallas Morning News. I don't know yet if I
would write about the refuge for the paper -- possibly just for my personal social media,
which is followed by a lot of my colleagues.)
When we visited, I asked the woman working there what was going on and -- good
soldier -- she immediately referred me to you. She indicated though that plans were still
in flux as she understood them.
Can you tell me the status of the wall preparations? There were some soil samples taken
recently, yes? Are there ongoing discussions about where exactly the wall would be built
or is that decided? 
I have read that the wall would follow the levee, cutting off the visitor's center from the
trails. What is likely to happen to the refuge if it that happens -- could it still continue to
operate? Could it remain open to the public?
Having been there, I have a good sense what a big wall would do to the place
aesthetically. But of course, the refuge is about the animals and the environment. In your
estimation, how bad would it be? Is there any attempt by the wall planners to mitigate the
damage?
Would you be willing to speak to me — on or off the record?

We very much enjoyed visiting the refuge. It's frankly unfathomable to me that anybody
could just cut it apart, but then, much of what's happening at the federal level lately is
unfathomable. I try to keep an open mind and ask people who really know what's going
on, rather than rely on other sources, which is why I'm reaching out to you.

Best wishes,
Laurie Joseph
214-402-6270
personal email -- laurie.b.joseph@gmail.com

-- 
robert jess





-
Heather Swift
Department of the Interior 
@DOIPressSec 
Heather Swift@ios.doi.gov l Interior Press@ios.doi.gov 

On Fri, Jul 21, 2017 at 11:18 AM, Jess, Robert <robert jess@fws.gov> wrote:

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Joseph, Laurie <ljoseph@dallasnews.com>
Date: Mon, Jul 17, 2017 at 11:24 PM
Subject: Can I ask you a few questions?
To: robert jess@fws.gov

Hello Mr. Jess, 
My husband and I had the pleasure of visiting the Santa Ana refuge last weekend during a
visit from Dallas, where we live. We go to the valley one weekend every month because my
husband, Frank Joseph, is the rabbi for Temple Beth Israel in Harlingen. I'm interested in
clarifying some of the recent stories about the proposed border wall through the refuge. (I
work as a graphic artist for the Dallas Morning News. I don't know yet if I would write about
the refuge for the paper -- possibly just for my personal social media, which is followed by a
lot of my colleagues.)
When we visited, I asked the woman working there what was going on and -- good soldier -
- she immediately referred me to you. She indicated though that plans were still in flux as
she understood them.
Can you tell me the status of the wall preparations? There were some soil samples taken
recently, yes? Are there ongoing discussions about where exactly the wall would be built or
is that decided? 
I have read that the wall would follow the levee, cutting off the visitor's center from the trails.
What is likely to happen to the refuge if it that happens -- could it still continue to operate?
Could it remain open to the public?
Having been there, I have a good sense what a big wall would do to the place aesthetically.
But of course, the refuge is about the animals and the environment. In your estimation, how
bad would it be? Is there any attempt by the wall planners to mitigate the damage?
Would you be willing to speak to me — on or off the record?

We very much enjoyed visiting the refuge. It's frankly unfathomable to me that anybody
could just cut it apart, but then, much of what's happening at the federal level lately is
unfathomable. I try to keep an open mind and ask people who really know what's going on,
rather than rely on other sources, which is why I'm reaching out to you.

Best wishes,
Laurie Joseph
214-402-6270
personal email -- laurie.b.joseph@gmail.com

-- 
robert jess
project leader
south texas refuge complex
alamo, texas





that decided? 
I have read that the wall would follow the levee, cutting off the visitor's center from the trails.
What is likely to happen to the refuge if it that happens -- could it still continue to operate?
Could it remain open to the public?
Having been there, I have a good sense what a big wall would do to the place aesthetically.
But of course, the refuge is about the animals and the environment. In your estimation, how
bad would it be? Is there any attempt by the wall planners to mitigate the damage?
Would you be willing to speak to me — on or off the record?

We very much enjoyed visiting the refuge. It's frankly unfathomable to me that anybody could
just cut it apart, but then, much of what's happening at the federal level lately is unfathomable.
I try to keep an open mind and ask people who really know what's going on, rather than rely
on other sources, which is why I'm reaching out to you.

Best wishes,
Laurie Joseph
214-402-6270
personal email -- laurie.b.joseph@gmail.com

-- 
robert jess
project leader
south texas refuge complex
alamo, texas

-- 
Aislinn Maestas
Public Affairs Specialist
External Affairs
Southwest Region, US Fish and Wildlife Service
Phone: 505-248-6599
aislinn maestas@fws.gov

Laurie Joseph <ljoseph@dallasnews.com>

From: Laurie Joseph <ljoseph@dallasnews.com>
Sent: Fri Jul 21 2017 13:49:39 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: "Maestas, Aislinn" <aislinn_maestas@fws.gov>
CC: "Jess, Robert" <robert_jess@fws.gov>
Subject: Re: Can I ask you a few questions?

thanks

On Fri, Jul 21, 2017 at 1:55 PM, Maestas, Aislinn <aislinn maestas@fws.gov> wrote:
Good afternoon Laurie, 

As I mentioned to you yesterday, we currently do not have anyone available for interview.



Again, I refer you to this statement:

"The Department of the Interior (DOI) is one of several federal agencies that U.S. Customs and Border Protection
(CBP) has engaged with to implement the President’s Executive Order (EO) 13767 - Border Security and Immigration
Enforcement Improvements. CBP has included DOI in initial discussions regarding the implementation of the EO in
south Texas.  For inquiries, please contact U.S. Customs and Border Protection’s Office of Public Affairs
at cbpmediarelations@cbp.dhs.gov"

Thank you,

- Aislinn

On Fri, Jul 21, 2017 at 9:18 AM, Jess, Robert <robert jess@fws.gov> wrote:

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Joseph, Laurie <ljoseph@dallasnews.com>
Date: Mon, Jul 17, 2017 at 11:24 PM
Subject: Can I ask you a few questions?
To: robert jess@fws.gov

Hello Mr. Jess, 
My husband and I had the pleasure of visiting the Santa Ana refuge last weekend during a
visit from Dallas, where we live. We go to the valley one weekend every month because my
husband, Frank Joseph, is the rabbi for Temple Beth Israel in Harlingen. I'm interested in
clarifying some of the recent stories about the proposed border wall through the refuge. (I
work as a graphic artist for the Dallas Morning News. I don't know yet if I would write about
the refuge for the paper -- possibly just for my personal social media, which is followed by a
lot of my colleagues.)
When we visited, I asked the woman working there what was going on and -- good soldier -
- she immediately referred me to you. She indicated though that plans were still in flux as
she understood them.
Can you tell me the status of the wall preparations? There were some soil samples taken
recently, yes? Are there ongoing discussions about where exactly the wall would be built or
is that decided? 
I have read that the wall would follow the levee, cutting off the visitor's center from the trails.
What is likely to happen to the refuge if it that happens -- could it still continue to operate?
Could it remain open to the public?
Having been there, I have a good sense what a big wall would do to the place aesthetically.
But of course, the refuge is about the animals and the environment. In your estimation, how
bad would it be? Is there any attempt by the wall planners to mitigate the damage?
Would you be willing to speak to me — on or off the record?

We very much enjoyed visiting the refuge. It's frankly unfathomable to me that anybody
could just cut it apart, but then, much of what's happening at the federal level lately is
unfathomable. I try to keep an open mind and ask people who really know what's going on,
rather than rely on other sources, which is why I'm reaching out to you.

Best wishes,
Laurie Joseph
214-402-6270
personal email -- laurie.b.joseph@gmail.com

-- 











Vanessa

On Fri, Jul 21, 2017 at 2:22 PM, Devolder, Andy <andy devolder@fws.gov> wrote:
Thanks Vanessa,

Our RO point of contact is Aislinn Maestas and we have asked all field staff to direct
inquiries to Aislinn. I'll send James an email to introduce Aislinn and cc you as well.

In James' email, he mentions a brief press release that you sent him.  Was that the DOI
approved blurb?

Andy

On Fri, Jul 21, 2017 at 12:11 PM, Kauffman, Vanessa <vanessa kauffman@fws.gov> wrote:
Hi all,

See below. He would like a contact to work with at the refuge and/or regional office. I also
asked him to send me any reporter inquiries to me (I did not provide any further details).

Vanessa

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Frisinger, James C CIV USARMY CESWF (US) <James.C.Frisinger@usace.army.
mil>
Date: Fri, Jul 21, 2017 at 12:57 PM
Subject: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers border wall media contact
To: "Vanessa Kauffman@fws.gov" <Vanessa Kauffman@fws.gov>

Hello Vanessa:
Good talking to you this morning/afternoon.
I am assigned as the public affairs specialist for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Border
Infrastructure Program Management Office (PMO) here in Fort Worth. I work hand in glove
with U.S. Customs & Border Protection's counterpart to our PMO, the Border Patrol, Air and
Marine PMO, on all of the fence/wall/roads infrastructure planned by the new
administration.
Thank you in advance for sending me your brief news release on the Santa Ana National
Wildlife Refuge.
And please arrange for the local Santa Ana contacts to drop me a line so we can
communicate during this difficult time. I participate in a weekly 1 p.m. Central Time CBP
stakeholders telecom every Tuesday, which I believe a few USF&W folk call in for.

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY, I've attached a WORD file you may find useful. It is a
statement CBP Office of Public Affairs sent to Reuters reporter Emily Flitter late yesterday
and shared with me. Flitter is doing an environmental/NEPA article on the wall, which hasn't
appeared just yet. The geotech soil sample driller at Santa Ana was a subcontractor for
Michael Baker & Associates, an architecture-engineer under contract with the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers to gather the data.
Best,
Jim Frisinger, Public Affairs Specialist, Fort Worth District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Phone (817) 886-1481; BlackBerry: (817) 901-9644





Vanessa

On Fri, Jul 21, 2017 at 2:22 PM, Devolder, Andy <andy devolder@fws.gov> wrote:
Thanks Vanessa,

Our RO point of contact is Aislinn Maestas and we have asked all field staff to direct
inquiries to Aislinn. I'll send James an email to introduce Aislinn and cc you as well.

In James' email, he mentions a brief press release that you sent him.  Was that the DOI
approved blurb?

Andy

On Fri, Jul 21, 2017 at 12:11 PM, Kauffman, Vanessa <vanessa kauffman@fws.gov>
wrote:

Hi all,

See below. He would like a contact to work with at the refuge and/or regional office. I also
asked him to send me any reporter inquiries to me (I did not provide any further details).

Vanessa

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Frisinger, James C CIV USARMY CESWF (US)
<James.C.Frisinger@usace.army.mil>
Date: Fri, Jul 21, 2017 at 12:57 PM
Subject: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers border wall media contact
To: "Vanessa Kauffman@fws.gov" <Vanessa Kauffman@fws.gov>

Hello Vanessa:
Good talking to you this morning/afternoon.
I am assigned as the public affairs specialist for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Border
Infrastructure Program Management Office (PMO) here in Fort Worth. I work hand in
glove with U.S. Customs & Border Protection's counterpart to our PMO, the Border
Patrol, Air and Marine PMO, on all of the fence/wall/roads infrastructure planned by the
new administration.
Thank you in advance for sending me your brief news release on the Santa Ana National
Wildlife Refuge.
And please arrange for the local Santa Ana contacts to drop me a line so we can
communicate during this difficult time. I participate in a weekly 1 p.m. Central Time CBP
stakeholders telecom every Tuesday, which I believe a few USF&W folk call in for.

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY, I've attached a WORD file you may find useful. It is a
statement CBP Office of Public Affairs sent to Reuters reporter Emily Flitter late
yesterday and shared with me. Flitter is doing an environmental/NEPA article on the wall,
which hasn't appeared just yet. The geotech soil sample driller at Santa Ana was a
subcontractor for Michael Baker & Associates, an architecture-engineer under contract
with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to gather the data.
Best,
Jim Frisinger, Public Affairs Specialist, Fort Worth District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Phone (817) 886-1481; BlackBerry: (817) 901-9644





To: James.C.Frisinger@usace.army.mil

CC:
Aislinn Maestas <aislinn_maestas@fws.gov>, Vanessa Kauffman
<vanessa_kauffman@fws.gov>, Keenan Adams
<keenan_adams@fws.gov>

Subject: Fwd: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers border wall media contact

Hi James,

My name is Andy DeVolder, I am the acting Assistant Regional Director for External Affairs in
the U.S. FWS' southwest Region.  I'd like to introduce Aislinn Maestas to you, she is our
Regional point of contact for public affairs activities / media inquiries regarding border
activities in our Region.  Aislinn also represents the our Region on the weekly coordination
calls that you reference in your email below. 

I've also included Keenan Adams on this email.  Keenan will be acting Assistant Regional
Director for External Affairs beginning July 31. 

Feel free to reach out to Aislinn.

Thanks,
Andy

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Frisinger, James C CIV USARMY CESWF (US) <
</div>James.C.Frisinger@usace.army.mil>
Date: Fri, Jul 21, 2017 at 12:57 PM
Subject: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers border wall media contact
To: "Vanessa Kauffman@fws.gov" <Vanessa Kauffman@fws.gov>

Hello Vanessa:
Good talking to you this morning/afternoon.
I am assigned as the public affairs specialist for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Border
Infrastructure Program Management Office (PMO) here in Fort Worth. I work hand in glove
with U.S. Customs & Border Protection's counterpart to our PMO, the Border Patrol, Air and
Marine PMO, on all of the fence/wall/roads infrastructure planned by the new administration.
Thank you in advance for sending me your brief news release on the Santa Ana National
Wildlife Refuge.
And please arrange for the local Santa Ana contacts to drop me a line so we can communicate
during this difficult time. I participate in a weekly 1 p.m. Central Time CBP stakeholders
telecom every Tuesday, which I believe a few USF&W folk call in for.

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY, I've attached a WORD file you may find useful. It is a statement CBP
Office of Public Affairs sent to Reuters reporter Emily Flitter late yesterday and shared with
me. Flitter is doing an environmental/NEPA article on the wall, which hasn't appeared just
yet. The geotech soil sample driller at Santa Ana was a subcontractor for Michael Baker &
Associates, an architecture-engineer under contract with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to
gather the data.
Best,
Jim Frisinger, Public Affairs Specialist, Fort Worth District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Phone (817) 886-1481; BlackBerry: (817) 901-9644



-- 
__________________________________________
Andy DeVolder
acting Assistant Regional Director - External Affairs

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service - Southwest Region
Office: 505-248-6285

"Frisinger, James C CIV USARMY CESWF (US)"
<James.C.Frisinger@usace.army.mil>

From: "Frisinger, James C CIV USARMY CESWF (US)"
<James.C.Frisinger@usace.army.mil>

Sent: Fri Jul 21 2017 13:47:26 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: "Devolder, Andy" <andy_devolder@fws.gov>

CC:
Aislinn Maestas <aislinn_maestas@fws.gov>, Vanessa Kauffman
<vanessa_kauffman@fws.gov>, Keenan Adams
<keenan_adams@fws.gov>

Subject: RE: [Non-DoD Source] Fwd: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers border
wall media contact

Thank you, Andy. So many people on that call it's hard to sort them all out. I'll contact Aislinn.
Jim Jim Frisinger U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Fort Worth District Phones: 817-886-1481; cell:
817-901-9644 -----Original Message----- From: Devolder, Andy [mailto:andy_devolder@fws.gov]
Sent: Friday, July 21, 2017 2:21 PM To: Frisinger, James C CIV USARMY CESWF (US)
<James.C.Frisinger@usace.army.mil> Cc: Aislinn Maestas <aislinn_maestas@fws.gov>;
Vanessa Kauffman <vanessa_kauffman@fws.gov>; Keenan Adams
<keenan_adams@fws.gov> Subject: [Non-DoD Source] Fwd: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
border wall media contact Hi James, My name is Andy DeVolder, I am the acting Assistant
Regional Director for External Affairs in the U.S. FWS' southwest Region. I'd like to introduce
Aislinn Maestas to you, she is our Regional point of contact for public affairs activities / media
inquiries regarding border activities in our Region. Aislinn also represents the our Region on the
weekly coordination calls that you reference in your email below. I've also included Keenan
Adams on this email. Keenan will be acting Assistant Regional Director for External Affairs
beginning July 31. Feel free to reach out to Aislinn. Thanks, Andy ---------- Forwarded message -
--------- From: Frisinger, James C CIV USARMY CESWF (US) <
<mailto:James.C.Frisinger@usace.army.mil>  James.C.Frisinger@usace.army.mil> Date: Fri,
Jul 21, 2017 at 12:57 PM Subject: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers border wall media contact To:
"Vanessa_Kauffman@fws.gov <mailto:Vanessa_Kauffman@fws.gov> " Hello Vanessa: Good
talking to you this morning/afternoon. I am assigned as the public affairs specialist for the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers Border Infrastructure Program Management Office (PMO) here in Fort
Worth. I work hand in glove with U.S. Customs & Border Protection's counterpart to our PMO,
the Border Patrol, Air and Marine PMO, on all of the fence/wall/roads infrastructure planned by
the new administration. Thank you in advance for sending me your brief news release on the
Santa Ana National Wildlife Refuge. And please arrange for the local Santa Ana contacts to
drop me a line so we can communicate during this difficult time. I participate in a weekly 1 p.m.
Central Time CBP stakeholders telecom every Tuesday, which I believe a few USF&W folk call
in for. FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY, I've attached a WORD file you may find useful. It is a
statement CBP Office of Public Affairs sent to Reuters reporter Emily Flitter late yesterday and
shared with me. Flitter is doing an environmental/NEPA article on the wall, which hasn't
appeared just yet. The geotech soil sample driller at Santa Ana was a subcontractor for Michael
Baker & Associates, an architecture-engineer under contract with the U.S. Army Corps of









Southwest Region, US Fish and Wildlife Service
Phone: 505-248-6599
aislinn maestas@fws.gov

"Maestas, Aislinn" <aislinn_maestas@fws.gov>

From: "Maestas, Aislinn" <aislinn_maestas@fws.gov>
Sent: Fri Jul 21 2017 08:33:01 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: Beth Ullenberg <beth_ullenberg@fws.gov>
CC: Andy Devolder <andy_devolder@fws.gov>
Subject: Re: Santa Ana

Sorry, meant to type Sunday, August 13. So we have time. 

On Fri, Jul 21, 2017 at 8:32 AM, Maestas, Aislinn <aislinn maestas@fws.gov> wrote:
It looks like the protest is happening on Sunday. The refuge folks are aware and making plans
accordingly. Monica and I are going to discuss this morning. I don't think you need to come in.
We should be able the handle it!

Enjoy your day off :)

- A

On Fri, Jul 21, 2017 at 7:51 AM, Beth Ullenberg <beth ullenberg@fws.gov> wrote:
Andy/Aislinn,
Looks like mid August for the "protest" at Santa Ana. I have some CFR
regs regarding gatherings/protests on Refuge lands. Do you need me to
come in today?Doesn't look like anything eminent but I'm available if
you need me.

Sent from my iPhone

-- 
Aislinn Maestas
Public Affairs Specialist
External Affairs
Southwest Region, US Fish and Wildlife Service
Phone: 505-248-6599
aislinn maestas@fws.gov

-- 
Aislinn Maestas
Public Affairs Specialist
External Affairs
Southwest Region, US Fish and Wildlife Service
Phone: 505-248-6599
aislinn maestas@fws.gov









diana@elperiodicousa.com

dgpartida@gmail.com

www.elperiodicousa.com

-- 
robert jess
project leader
south texas refuge complex
alamo, texas

"Maestas, Aislinn" <aislinn_maestas@fws.gov>

From: "Maestas, Aislinn" <aislinn_maestas@fws.gov>
Sent: Thu Jul 20 2017 15:27:54 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: Diana G Partida <diana@elperiodicousa.com>
CC: "Jess, Robert" <robert_jess@fws.gov>
BCC: Andy Devolder <andy_devolder@fws.gov>
Subject: Re: Santa Ana National Wildlife Refuge

Good afternoon Diana,

You can send inquiries to Interior Press@ios.doi.gov. I have also provided a statement below which
includes contact information for U.S. Customs and Border Protection. 

"The Department of the Interior (DOI) is one of several federal agencies that U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP)
has engaged with to implement the President’s Executive Order (EO) 13767 - Border Security and Immigration
Enforcement Improvements. CBP has included DOI in initial discussions regarding the implementation of the EO in
south Texas.  For inquiries, please contact U.S. Customs and Border Protection’s Office of Public Affairs
at cbpmediarelations@cbp.dhs.gov"

Thank you,
- Aislinn 

On Thu, Jul 20, 2017 at 3:04 PM, Jess, Robert <robert jess@fws.gov> wrote:
Diana, 
I have forwarded your information to the External Affairs Division of both our Regional Office
and that of the Department of Interior.
It was my pleasure to help you to better understand the refuge system and this refuge
Complex. I also appreciate you not asking questions on the border wall issue.
all the best,
robert

On Thu, Jul 20, 2017 at 1:39 PM, Diana G Partida <diana@elperiodicousa.com> wrote:
Mr. Jess

Thanks, a lot for everything. 

I really appreciate all the time you took to speak to us about the specifics of the Santa Ana
National Wildlife Refuge, and the tour, it was quite amazing. 









Thoughts? Should we clarify that if they are not comfortable responding to the public or their
partners, we are happy to assist?  

Thanks,

- Aislinn

-- 
Aislinn Maestas
Public Affairs Specialist
External Affairs
Southwest Region, US Fish and Wildlife Service
Phone: 505-248-6599
aislinn maestas@fws.gov

"Devolder, Andy" <andy_devolder@fws.gov>

From: "Devolder, Andy" <andy_devolder@fws.gov>
Sent: Thu Jul 20 2017 13:38:06 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: "Maestas, Aislinn" <aislinn_maestas@fws.gov>

CC: "Ullenberg, Beth" <beth_ullenberg@fws.gov>, Keenan Adams
<keenan_adams@fws.gov>

Subject: Re: Guidance for staff on TX border response

I think this is a good summary. Who would it be sent to? ARDs with direction to share with
program staff? Is there any reason to have a summary of the responding emails for tracking
purposes of any kind?

On Thu, Jul 20, 2017 at 1:34 PM, Maestas, Aislinn <aislinn maestas@fws.gov> wrote:
Ok, I think we are finally clear(ish) on how to respond to incoming questions. Because it has
been such a crazy week with a ton of information going around, we probably need to send an
update with clear guidance to all of our staff in the Region. Here is what I have, trying to keep
it clear and simple. 

Guidance for R2 staff in responding to TX border wall inquiries:

For ALL media inquiries, forward or refer to Aislinn Maestas, External Affairs, 505-248-6599,
aislinn maestas@fws.gov. You do not need to copy or forward to Interior Press@ios.doi.gov. 

For ALL congressional inquiries, forward or refer to Chris Tincher, External Affairs, 602-
889-5954, chris tincher@fws.gov. 

For inquiries from the general public (i.e. visitors, social media posts, NGOs), please use
the following language to respond:

Thank you for your interest in Santa Ana National Wildlife Refuge (NWR). Please see the following U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service statement.

"The Department of the Interior (DOI) is one of several federal agencies that U.S. Customs and Border
Protection (CBP) has engaged with to implement the President’s Executive Order (EO) 13767 - Border
Security and Immigration Enforcement Improvements. CBP has included DOI in initial discussions regarding
the implementation of the EO in south Texas.  For inquiries, please contact U.S. Customs and Border
Protection’s Office of Public Affairs at cbpmediarelations@cbp.dhs.gov"





Beth Ullenberg, External Affairs 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Southwest Region
P.O. Box 1306
Dennis Chavez Federal Building 
Albuquerque, NM 87103
505-248-6638 office
505-414-3815 mobile

"The mission of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is, working with others, to conserve, protect, and enhance fish, wildlife
and plants and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the American people"

On Thu, Jul 20, 2017 at 1:34 PM, Maestas, Aislinn <aislinn maestas@fws.gov> wrote:
Ok, I think we are finally clear(ish) on how to respond to incoming questions. Because it has
been such a crazy week with a ton of information going around, we probably need to send an
update with clear guidance to all of our staff in the Region. Here is what I have, trying to keep
it clear and simple. 

Guidance for R2 staff in responding to TX border wall inquiries:

For ALL media inquiries, forward or refer to Aislinn Maestas, External Affairs, 505-248-6599,
aislinn maestas@fws.gov. You do not need to copy or forward to Interior Press@ios.doi.gov. 

For ALL congressional inquiries, forward or refer to Chris Tincher, External Affairs, 602-
889-5954, chris tincher@fws.gov. 

For inquiries from the general public (i.e. visitors, social media posts, NGOs), please use
the following language to respond:

Thank you for your interest in Santa Ana National Wildlife Refuge (NWR). Please see the following U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service statement.

"The Department of the Interior (DOI) is one of several federal agencies that U.S. Customs and Border
Protection (CBP) has engaged with to implement the President’s Executive Order (EO) 13767 - Border
Security and Immigration Enforcement Improvements. CBP has included DOI in initial discussions regarding
the implementation of the EO in south Texas.  For inquiries, please contact U.S. Customs and Border
Protection’s Office of Public Affairs at cbpmediarelations@cbp.dhs.gov"

For inquiries from select partners (people we have close relationships with):

Hi [name],

Thank you for your email.  Unfortunately, at the moment I do not have information to share.  As soon as I have
any updates I will pass them along.  I hope to be in touch soon.  In the meantime please see the following
statement:

"The Department of the Interior (DOI) is one of several federal agencies that U.S. Customs and Border
Protection (CBP) has engaged with to implement the President’s Executive Order (EO) 13767 - Border
Security and Immigration Enforcement Improvements. CBP has included DOI in initial discussions regarding
the implementation of the EO in south Texas.  For inquiries, please contact U.S. Customs and Border
Protection’s Office of Public Affairs at cbpmediarelations@cbp.dhs.gov"

Thanks again,

Thoughts? Should we clarify that if they are not comfortable responding to the public or their
partners, we are happy to assist?  

Thanks,

- Aislinn

-- 





Thanks again,

External Affairs requests you keep track of all responses and forward to us for record keeping.
Also, if you have any questions or concerns about responding to inquiries, please contact
External Affairs. We are happy to assist in any way we can.

***

Does this work? Andy, I know you are on travel, but if we could get this out tomorrow so staff
have it for the weekend (thinking about people showing up at the Refuge again), that would be
ideal.

Thanks for all the help!

- Aislinn

On Thu, Jul 20, 2017 at 1:38 PM, Devolder, Andy <andy devolder@fws.gov> wrote:
I think this is a good summary. Who would it be sent to? ARDs with direction to share with
program staff? Is there any reason to have a summary of the responding emails for tracking
purposes of any kind?

On Thu, Jul 20, 2017 at 1:34 PM, Maestas, Aislinn <aislinn maestas@fws.gov> wrote:
Ok, I think we are finally clear(ish) on how to respond to incoming questions. Because it
has been such a crazy week with a ton of information going around, we probably need to
send an update with clear guidance to all of our staff in the Region. Here is what I have,
trying to keep it clear and simple. 

Guidance for R2 staff in responding to TX border wall inquiries:

For ALL media inquiries, forward or refer to Aislinn Maestas, External Affairs, 505-248-
6599, aislinn maestas@fws.gov. You do not need to copy or forward
to Interior Press@ios.doi.gov. 

For ALL congressional inquiries, forward or refer to Chris Tincher, External Affairs, 602-
889-5954, chris tincher@fws.gov. 

For inquiries from the general public (i.e. visitors, social media posts, NGOs), please use
the following language to respond:

Thank you for your interest in Santa Ana National Wildlife Refuge (NWR). Please see the following U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service statement.

"The Department of the Interior (DOI) is one of several federal agencies that U.S. Customs and Border
Protection (CBP) has engaged with to implement the President’s Executive Order (EO) 13767 - Border
Security and Immigration Enforcement Improvements. CBP has included DOI in initial discussions
regarding the implementation of the EO in south Texas.  For inquiries, please contact U.S. Customs and
Border Protection’s Office of Public Affairs at cbpmediarelations@cbp.dhs.gov"

For inquiries from select partners (people we have close relationships with):

Hi [name],

Thank you for your email.  Unfortunately, at the moment I do not have information to share.  As soon as I
have any updates I will pass them along.  I hope to be in touch soon.  In the meantime please see the
following statement:

"The Department of the Interior (DOI) is one of several federal agencies that U.S. Customs and Border
Protection (CBP) has engaged with to implement the President’s Executive Order (EO) 13767 - Border



























cbpmediarelations@cbp.dhs.gov

 

 

To select Partners from Refuge Manager:

Hi Bob-

Thank you for your email.  Unfortunately, at the moment I do not have information to share.  As
soon as I have any updates I will pass them along.  I hope to be in touch soon. 

Thanks again- 

OR

 
Hi Bob-

Thank you for your email.  Unfortunately, at the moment I do not have information to share.  As
soon as I have any updates I will pass them along.  I hope to be in touch soon.  In the meantime
please see the following statement.

The Department of the Interior (DOI) is one of several federal agencies that U.S. Customs and
Border Protection (CBP) has engaged with to implement the President’s Executive Order (EO)
13767 - Border Security and Immigration Enforcement Improvements. CBP has included DOI in
initial discussions regarding the implementation of the EO in south Texas.  For inquiries, please
contact U.S. Customs and Border Protection’s Office of Public Affairs at
cbpmediarelations@cbp.dhs.gov

Thanks again- 

Beth Ullenberg, External Affairs 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Southwest Region
P.O. Box 1306
Dennis Chavez Federal Building 
Albuquerque, NM 87103
505-248-6638 office
505-414-3815 mobile

"The mission of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is, working with others, to conserve, protect, and enhance fish, wildlife
and plants and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the American people"

On Wed, Jul 19, 2017 at 10:44 AM, Maestas, Aislinn <aislinn maestas@fws.gov> wrote:
Per the most recent email from Rob, we need to provide the field with a statement for non-
media inquiries. 

Took a stab at drafting something short and sweet. Thoughts?

Thank you for your interest in Santa Ana National Wildlife Refuge (NWR). At this time, we do
not have information we can share on this topic. If and when we have information to share,
we will gladly to do so. On behalf of everyone at Santa Ana NWR, we thank you for your
continued support. 













Cc: Monica Kimbrough <monica kimbrough@fws.gov>, kelly mcdowell
<kelly mcdowell@fws.gov>

Aislinn,
another border wall inquiry- 

Monica,
This is a partner and I'd like some clarification specific to partners and answering their
questions...
rob

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Chapa, Gisela <gisela chapa@fws.gov>
Date: Wed, Jul 19, 2017 at 11:09 AM
Subject: Fwd: Santa Ana
To: Robert Jess <robert jess@fws.gov>

FYI - see below.

Gisela Chapa
Acting National Urban and Vision Coordinator through 7/28/17
National Wildlife Refuge System 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service Headquarters
5275 Leesburg Pike
Falls Church, VA 22041-3803
------------------------------------------------
work (703) 358-2432; cell (979) 220-5851

fws.gov/urban | fws.gov/refuges/vision

Gisela Chapa
Urban Wildlife Refuge Coordinator
South Texas National Wildlife Refuge Complex
3325 Green Jay Road
Alamo, Texas 78516
--------------------------------------------------
956-784-7541 
956-357-1222 (C)
956-787-8338 (F)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6eTg6FQT5hM
http://www.fws.gov/refuge/santa ana/

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Ramiro Gonzalez <ramiro.gonzalez@cob.us>
Date: Wed, Jul 19, 2017 at 9:46 AM
Subject: Santa Ana
To: "gisela chapa@fws.gov" <gisela chapa@fws.gov>







5275 Leesburg Pike
Falls Church, VA 22041-3803
------------------------------------------------
work (703) 358-2432; cell (979) 220-5851

fws.gov/urban | fws.gov/refuges/vision

Gisela Chapa
Urban Wildlife Refuge Coordinator
South Texas National Wildlife Refuge Complex
3325 Green Jay Road
Alamo, Texas 78516
--------------------------------------------------
956-784-7541 
956-357-1222 (C)
956-787-8338 (F)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6eTg6FQT5hM
http://www.fws.gov/refuge/santa ana/

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Ramiro Gonzalez <ramiro.gonzalez@cob.us>
Date: Wed, Jul 19, 2017 at 9:46 AM
Subject: Santa Ana
To: "gisela chapa@fws.gov" <gisela chapa@fws.gov>
Cc: "Suzanne Dixon (sdixon@npca.org)" <sdixon@npca.org>

Gisela,

 

Been reading all the articles in the paper about the Border Wall at Santa Ana. Is there anyway
that we can help? We are working very closely with Suzanne Dixon with the National Parks
Conversation Association on some other projects and she has already reached out to Cong.
Vela to see how they can help in any way.

 

 

 

 

Thanks,

 

Ramiro Gonzalez, AICP, CNU-A

Government Affairs





CC: <beth_ullenberg@fws.gov>, Andy Devolder
<andy_devolder@fws.gov>

Subject: Re: Santa Ana
Attachments: image001.png

Thanks Aislinn for the response...

We hope that before any language is rolled out that we at the refuge can also review and
approve.  When the dust settles on the issue, we will be the ones left for cleanup so the more
eyes reviewing the better...
rob

On Wed, Jul 19, 2017 at 11:42 AM, Maestas, Aislinn <aislinn maestas@fws.gov> wrote:
Thank you Rob,

We are working on statements to share with partners and also the media. The moment we
have approved language we will share with you.

Hang tight,
- Aislinn

On Wed, Jul 19, 2017 at 10:28 AM, Jess, Robert <robert jess@fws.gov> wrote:
Aislinn,
another border wall inquiry- 

Monica,
This is a partner and I'd like some clarification specific to partners and answering their
questions...
rob

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Chapa, Gisela <gisela chapa@fws.gov>
Date: Wed, Jul 19, 2017 at 11:09 AM
Subject: Fwd: Santa Ana
To: Robert Jess <robert jess@fws.gov>

FYI - see below.

Gisela Chapa
Acting National Urban and Vision Coordinator through 7/28/17
National Wildlife Refuge System 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service Headquarters
5275 Leesburg Pike
Falls Church, VA 22041-3803
------------------------------------------------
work (703) 358-2432; cell (979) 220-5851

fws.gov/urban | fws.gov/refuges/vision









































--
Aislinn Maestas
Public Affairs Specialist
External Affairs
Southwest Region, US Fish and Wildlife Service
Phone: 505-248-6599
aislinn_maestas@fws.gov
 

-- 
Aislinn Maestas
Public Affairs Specialist
External Affairs
Southwest Region, US Fish and Wildlife Service
Phone: 505-248-6599
aislinn maestas@fws.gov

-- 
Aislinn Maestas
Public Affairs Specialist
External Affairs
Southwest Region, US Fish and Wildlife Service
Phone: 505-248-6599
aislinn maestas@fws.gov

-- 
__________________________________________
Andy DeVolder
Assistant Regional Director - External Affairs
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service - Southwest Region
Office: 505-248-6285

"Shire, Gavin" <gavin_shire@fws.gov>

From: "Shire, Gavin" <gavin_shire@fws.gov>
Sent: Tue Jul 18 2017 12:19:46 GMT-0600 (MDT)

To: Aislinn Maestas <aislinn_maestas@fws.gov>, Andy Devolder
<andy_devolder@fws.gov>

Subject: Fwd: Notes from last week

I think they like it!

G



Gavin Shire
Chief of Public Affairs
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
MS: EA
5275 Leesburg Pike
Falls Church, VA 22041-3803
703-358-2649 (o)
703-346-9123 (c)
gavin shire@fws.gov

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Heather Swift <heather swift@ios.doi.gov>
Date: Tue, Jul 18, 2017 at 2:01 PM
Subject: Re: Notes from last week
To: "Shire, Gavin" <gavin shire@fws.gov>
Cc: Paul Ross <paul ross@ios.doi.gov>

Perfecto 

Sent from my iPhone

On Jul 18, 2017, at 1:10 PM, Shire, Gavin <gavin shire@fws.gov> wrote:

Heather,

Please see below. Would be great if we could use this statement for any future
inquiries since it seems to have CBP blessing. Can you run it up your chain and let
us know?

Thanks,

G

Gavin Shire
Chief of Public Affairs
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
MS: EA
5275 Leesburg Pike
Falls Church, VA 22041-3803
703-358-2649 (o)
703-346-9123 (c)
gavin shire@fws.gov

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Maestas, Aislinn <aislinn maestas@fws.gov>
Date: Tue, Jul 18, 2017 at 12:56 PM
Subject: Fwd: Notes from last week
To: Gavin Shire <gavin shire@fws.gov>
Cc: Andy Devolder <andy devolder@fws.gov>

Good morning Gavin,

CBP sent over a draft statement this morning to use in response to border wall
media inquiries. R2 did a first round edit. Would appreciate your input and edits
ASAP. 

The Department of the Interior (DOI) is one of several federal agencies that U.S.







Gavin Shire
Chief of Public Affairs
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
MS: EA
5275 Leesburg Pike
Falls Church, VA 22041-3803
703-358-2649 (o)
703-346-9123 (c)
gavin shire@fws.gov

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Heather Swift <heather swift@ios.doi.gov>
Date: Tue, Jul 18, 2017 at 2:01 PM
Subject: Re: Notes from last week
To: "Shire, Gavin" <gavin shire@fws.gov>
Cc: Paul Ross <paul ross@ios.doi.gov>

Perfecto 

Sent from my iPhone

On Jul 18, 2017, at 1:10 PM, Shire, Gavin <gavin shire@fws.gov> wrote:

Heather,

Please see below. Would be great if we could use this statement for any future
inquiries since it seems to have CBP blessing. Can you run it up your chain and let
us know?

Thanks,

G

Gavin Shire
Chief of Public Affairs
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
MS: EA
5275 Leesburg Pike
Falls Church, VA 22041-3803
703-358-2649 (o)
703-346-9123 (c)
gavin shire@fws.gov

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Maestas, Aislinn <aislinn maestas@fws.gov>
Date: Tue, Jul 18, 2017 at 12:56 PM
Subject: Fwd: Notes from last week
To: Gavin Shire <gavin shire@fws.gov>
Cc: Andy Devolder <andy devolder@fws.gov>

Good morning Gavin,

CBP sent over a draft statement this morning to use in response to border wall
media inquiries. R2 did a first round edit. Would appreciate your input and edits
ASAP. 









Thank you,
- Aislinn
 
--
Aislinn Maestas
Public Affairs Specialist
External Affairs
Southwest Region, US Fish and Wildlife Service
Phone: 505-248-6599
aislinn_maestas@fws.gov
 

-- 
Aislinn Maestas
Public Affairs Specialist
External Affairs
Southwest Region, US Fish and Wildlife Service
Phone: 505-248-6599
aislinn maestas@fws.gov

"Maestas, Aislinn" <aislinn_maestas@fws.gov>

From: "Maestas, Aislinn" <aislinn_maestas@fws.gov>
Sent: Tue Jul 18 2017 14:48:03 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: "Ullenberg, Beth" <beth_ullenberg@fws.gov>
Subject: Fwd: Notes from last week

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Shire, Gavin <gavin shire@fws.gov>
Date: Tue, Jul 18, 2017 at 12:19 PM
Subject: Fwd: Notes from last week
To: Aislinn Maestas <aislinn maestas@fws.gov>, Andy Devolder <andy devolder@fws.gov>

I think they like it!

G

Gavin Shire
Chief of Public Affairs
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
MS: EA
5275 Leesburg Pike
Falls Church, VA 22041-3803
703-358-2649 (o)
703-346-9123 (c)
gavin shire@fws.gov

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Heather Swift <heather swift@ios.doi.gov>
Date: Tue, Jul 18, 2017 at 2:01 PM



Subject: Re: Notes from last week
To: "Shire, Gavin" <gavin shire@fws.gov>
Cc: Paul Ross <paul ross@ios.doi.gov>

Perfecto 

Sent from my iPhone

On Jul 18, 2017, at 1:10 PM, Shire, Gavin <gavin shire@fws.gov> wrote:

Heather,

Please see below. Would be great if we could use this statement for any future
inquiries since it seems to have CBP blessing. Can you run it up your chain and let
us know?

Thanks,

G

Gavin Shire
Chief of Public Affairs
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
MS: EA
5275 Leesburg Pike
Falls Church, VA 22041-3803
703-358-2649 (o)
703-346-9123 (c)
gavin shire@fws.gov

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Maestas, Aislinn <aislinn maestas@fws.gov>
Date: Tue, Jul 18, 2017 at 12:56 PM
Subject: Fwd: Notes from last week
To: Gavin Shire <gavin shire@fws.gov>
Cc: Andy Devolder <andy devolder@fws.gov>

Good morning Gavin,

CBP sent over a draft statement this morning to use in response to border wall
media inquiries. R2 did a first round edit. Would appreciate your input and edits
ASAP. 

The Department of the Interior (DOI) is one of several federal agencies that U.S.
Customs and Border Protection (CBP) has engaged with to implement the
President’s Executive Order (EO) 13767 - Border Security and Immigration
Enforcement Improvements. CBP has included DOI in initial discussions regarding
the implementation of the EO in south Texas.  For inquiries, please contact U.S.
Customs and Border Protection’s Office of Public Affairs at
cbpmediarelations@cbp.dhs.gov

Thank you!
- Aislinn





Southwest Region, US Fish and Wildlife Service
Phone: 505-248-6599
aislinn maestas@fws.gov

-- 
Aislinn Maestas
Public Affairs Specialist
External Affairs
Southwest Region, US Fish and Wildlife Service
Phone: 505-248-6599
aislinn maestas@fws.gov

"Maestas, Aislinn" <aislinn_maestas@fws.gov>

From: "Maestas, Aislinn" <aislinn_maestas@fws.gov>
Sent: Tue Jul 18 2017 14:54:36 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: "Shire, Gavin" <gavin_shire@fws.gov>
CC: Andy Devolder <andy_devolder@fws.gov>
Subject: Re: Notes from last week

Thank you Gavin. Does this mean we are good to go on using this statement? 

On Tue, Jul 18, 2017 at 12:19 PM, Shire, Gavin <gavin shire@fws.gov> wrote:
I think they like it!

G

Gavin Shire
Chief of Public Affairs
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
MS: EA
5275 Leesburg Pike
Falls Church, VA 22041-3803
703-358-2649 (o)
703-346-9123 (c)
gavin shire@fws.gov

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Heather Swift <heather swift@ios.doi.gov>
Date: Tue, Jul 18, 2017 at 2:01 PM
Subject: Re: Notes from last week
To: "Shire, Gavin" <gavin shire@fws.gov>
Cc: Paul Ross <paul ross@ios.doi.gov>

Perfecto 

Sent from my iPhone









To: "Shire, Gavin" <gavin shire@fws.gov>
Cc: Paul Ross <paul ross@ios.doi.gov>

Perfecto 

Sent from my iPhone

On Jul 18, 2017, at 1:10 PM, Shire, Gavin <gavin shire@fws.gov> wrote:

Heather,

Please see below. Would be great if we could use this statement for any future
inquiries since it seems to have CBP blessing. Can you run it up your chain and
let us know?

Thanks,

G

Gavin Shire
Chief of Public Affairs
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
MS: EA
5275 Leesburg Pike
Falls Church, VA 22041-3803
703-358-2649 (o)
703-346-9123 (c)
gavin shire@fws.gov

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Maestas, Aislinn <aislinn maestas@fws.gov>
Date: Tue, Jul 18, 2017 at 12:56 PM
Subject: Fwd: Notes from last week
To: Gavin Shire <gavin shire@fws.gov>
Cc: Andy Devolder <andy devolder@fws.gov>

Good morning Gavin,

CBP sent over a draft statement this morning to use in response to border wall
media inquiries. R2 did a first round edit. Would appreciate your input and edits
ASAP. 

The Department of the Interior (DOI) is one of several federal agencies that U.S.
Customs and Border Protection (CBP) has engaged with to implement the
President’s Executive Order (EO) 13767 - Border Security and Immigration
Enforcement Improvements. CBP has included DOI in initial discussions
regarding the implementation of the EO in south Texas.  For inquiries, please
contact U.S. Customs and Border Protection’s Office of Public Affairs at
cbpmediarelations@cbp.dhs.gov

Thank you!
- Aislinn

---------- Forwarded message ----------





External Affairs
Southwest Region, US Fish and Wildlife Service
Phone: 505-248-6599
aislinn maestas@fws.gov

-- 
Aislinn Maestas
Public Affairs Specialist
External Affairs
Southwest Region, US Fish and Wildlife Service
Phone: 505-248-6599
aislinn maestas@fws.gov

"Maestas, Aislinn" <aislinn_maestas@fws.gov>

From: "Maestas, Aislinn" <aislinn_maestas@fws.gov>
Sent: Tue Jul 18 2017 15:35:23 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: "Ullenberg, Beth" <beth_ullenberg@fws.gov>
Subject: Fwd: Notes from last week

FYI 
---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Shire, Gavin <gavin shire@fws.gov>
Date: Tue, Jul 18, 2017 at 3:07 PM
Subject: Re: Notes from last week
To: "Maestas, Aislinn" <aislinn maestas@fws.gov>
Cc: Andy Devolder <andy devolder@fws.gov>

That was my understanding from "perfecto".

G

Gavin Shire
Chief of Public Affairs
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
MS: EA
5275 Leesburg Pike
Falls Church, VA 22041-3803
703-358-2649 (o)
703-346-9123 (c)
gavin shire@fws.gov

On Tue, Jul 18, 2017 at 4:54 PM, Maestas, Aislinn <aislinn maestas@fws.gov> wrote:
Thank you Gavin. Does this mean we are good to go on using this statement? 

On Tue, Jul 18, 2017 at 12:19 PM, Shire, Gavin <gavin shire@fws.gov> wrote:



I think they like it!

G

Gavin Shire
Chief of Public Affairs
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
MS: EA
5275 Leesburg Pike
Falls Church, VA 22041-3803
703-358-2649 (o)
703-346-9123 (c)
gavin shire@fws.gov

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Heather Swift <heather swift@ios.doi.gov>
Date: Tue, Jul 18, 2017 at 2:01 PM
Subject: Re: Notes from last week
To: "Shire, Gavin" <gavin shire@fws.gov>
Cc: Paul Ross <paul ross@ios.doi.gov>

Perfecto 

Sent from my iPhone

On Jul 18, 2017, at 1:10 PM, Shire, Gavin <gavin shire@fws.gov> wrote:

Heather,

Please see below. Would be great if we could use this statement for any future
inquiries since it seems to have CBP blessing. Can you run it up your chain and
let us know?

Thanks,

G

Gavin Shire
Chief of Public Affairs
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
MS: EA
5275 Leesburg Pike
Falls Church, VA 22041-3803
703-358-2649 (o)
703-346-9123 (c)
gavin shire@fws.gov

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Maestas, Aislinn <aislinn maestas@fws.gov>
Date: Tue, Jul 18, 2017 at 12:56 PM
Subject: Fwd: Notes from last week
To: Gavin Shire <gavin shire@fws.gov>
Cc: Andy Devolder <andy devolder@fws.gov>

Good morning Gavin,

CBP sent over a draft statement this morning to use in response to border wall











Texas DOI State Border Coordinator
Alamo Ecological Service Sub-Office
3325 Green Jay Rd
Alamo, Texas 78516
Tel:956-784-7560
Fax:956-787-8338

"Reyes, Ernesto" <ernesto_reyes@fws.gov>

From: "Reyes, Ernesto" <ernesto_reyes@fws.gov>
Sent: Tue Jul 18 2017 12:17:59 GMT-0600 (MDT)

To:
Sarah Sax <sarah.sax@vice.com>, Beth Ullenberg
<beth_ullenberg@fws.gov>, Aislinn Maestas
<aislinn_maestas@fws.gov>

Subject: Re: VICE Media Interview request

Hello Sarah,

Please contact Beth Ullenberg at (505) 248-6638 or Maestas Aislnn at (505) 248-
6599.

Thanks,

Ernesto

On Tue, Jul 18, 2017 at 11:49 AM, Sarah Sax <sarah.sax@vice.com> wrote:
Hi Mr. Reyes,

I am a researcher at VICE News Tonight, a nightly news show on HBO. I read that it has been
confirmed that construction of the border wall will begin in early 2018 in the Santa Ana Wildlife
refuge.

I was wondering if you had some time today to talk about this with me, and the repercussions
that such a wall would have for wildlife.

I'd be very grateful for any information on this, please let me know if you are available for a
chat later today or tomorrow at any point

Warm regards,

Sarah Sax

-- 
Sarah Sax
Researcher
VICE News Tonight
sarah.sax@vice.com | 9179475803

-- 
Ernesto Reyes
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service











To: "Jess, Robert" <robert_jess@fws.gov>
CC: Aislinn Maestas <aislinn_maestas@fws.gov>

Subject: RE: Santa Ana NWR Army Corps border wall soil sampling--
compatibility determination

Thank you for your response Robert. Best, ~Brian Segee
 
From: Jess, Robert [mailto:robert_jess@fws.gov] 
Sent: Monday, July 24, 2017 5:17 AM
To: Brian Segee
Cc: Aislinn Maestas
Subject: Fwd: Santa Ana NWR Army Corps border wall soil sampling--compatibility determination
 
Mr. Segee,
 
There was no Compatibility Determination required for the soil sampling as all activities associated with
sampling were performed on the International Boundary Water Commission (IBWC) levee and footprint
that divides the Santa Ana National Wildlife Refuge.  I have CC:ed the contact for our Outreach
Coordinator as well.
Take care,
Robert
-- 
robert jess
project leader
south texas refuge complex
alamo, texas
 
 
---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Donald, Christine <christine_donald@fws.gov>
Date: Sun, Jul 23, 2017 at 9:25 AM
Subject: Fwd: Santa Ana NWR Army Corps border wall soil sampling--compatibility determination
To: Robert Jess <robert_jess@fws.gov>

 
---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Brian Segee <bsegee@biologicaldiversity.org>
Date: Wed, Jul 19, 2017 at 3:24 PM
Subject: Santa Ana NWR Army Corps border wall soil sampling--compatibility determination
To: Christine_Donald@fws.gov

Ms. Donald---Can you please provide me with the compatibility determination for the Army Corps
sampling being conducted on the Refuge ? We have also submitted a FOIA request but hoping FWS can
provide this document directly in light of FWS Policy (603 FW 2.11.I) requiring public review and
comment on all compatibility determinations.  Thank you ~Brian Segee/Center for Biological Diversity
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Brian Segee
Senior Attorney | Endangered Species Program
Center for Biological Diversity
P.O. Box 1646
Ojai, CA 93024-1646
(805) 750-8852
bsegee@biologicaldiversity.org
 



































































<andy devolder@fws.gov>

FYI
---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Kimbrough, Monica <monica kimbrough@fws.gov>
Date: Mon, Jul 17, 2017 at 7:52 AM
Subject: Fwd: Border Wall Protest during refuge event- SANWR
To: Aaron Archibeque <aaron archibeque@fws.gov>

FYI...

Monica Kimbrough
Assistant Refuge Supervisor
USFWS, National Wildlife Refuge System
Southwest Region 
office: 505-248-7419
cell: 505-366-4628

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Jess, Robert <robert jess@fws.gov>
Date: Mon, Jul 17, 2017 at 7:48 AM
Subject: Border Wall Protest during refuge event- SANWR
To: kelly mcdowell <kelly mcdowell@fws.gov>, Monica Kimbrough
<monica kimbrough@fws.gov>, Beth Ullenberg <beth ullenberg@fws.gov>
Cc: Sonny Perez <sonny perez@fws.gov>, Bryan Winton <bryan winton@fws.gov>, Ernesto
Reyes <ernesto reyes@fws.gov>, Boyd Blihovde <boyd blihovde@fws.gov>, Gisela Chapa
<gisela chapa@fws.gov>

The Santa Ana Refuge hosted a "Family Fun Day" event on Sunday, July 16, 2017 from 0900-
1400. There was an expected to a crowd of 300-400 for which staff was prepared for.  It is now
apparent that a group of individuals also prepared to protest during the event and pass out
postcards with congressional contacts to oppose the fence build.  It was estimated that a total of
1000 people came to the refuge throughout the day with several hundred being present for the
protest itself but all who attended being witness to the event(s).  Telemundo and Channel 5
(KRGV) news attended. Additionally, both news agencies were seen on the IBWC levee near
the refuge as geo-boring operations was completing the last of their surveys. 

Any questions, please contact me,
thanks    

-- 
robert jess
project leader
south texas refuge complex
alamo, texas

-- 
Aaron M. Archibeque
Regional Chief
National Wildlife Refuge System
Southwest Region











Subject: Re: Border Wall Protest during refuge event- SANWR

Thanks Beth. Jeff is out. Hoping it is quiet here on this issue. Keep me posted if a designated contact is set or other
guidance is sent out.
C

Christine R. Tincher
Congressional Liaison / Public Affairs Specialist
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service - Southwest Region
New Mexico * Arizona * Texas * Oklahoma

Office: (602) 889-5954
Mobile: (505) 449-8776
Email:   chris tincher@fws.gov

****************************************

On Mon, Jul 17, 2017 at 8:32 AM, Ullenberg, Beth <beth ullenberg@fws.gov> wrote:
Andy and Joy are working on this as I write. 

Beth Ullenberg, External Affairs 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Southwest Region
P.O. Box 1306
Dennis Chavez Federal Building 
Albuquerque, NM 87103
505-248-6638 office
505-414-3815 mobile

"The mission of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is, working with others, to conserve, protect, and enhance fish,
wildlife and plants and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the American people"

On Mon, Jul 17, 2017 at 9:15 AM, Tincher, Chris <chris tincher@fws.gov> wrote:
Thanks for the heads up, Beth. Does Andy have a copy of this info?

Christine R. Tincher
Congressional Liaison / Public Affairs Specialist
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service - Southwest Region
New Mexico * Arizona * Texas * Oklahoma

Office: (602) 889-5954
Mobile: (505) 449-8776
Email:   chris tincher@fws.gov

****************************************

On Mon, Jul 17, 2017 at 7:38 AM, Ullenberg, Beth <beth ullenberg@fws.gov> wrote:
FYI 

Beth Ullenberg, External Affairs 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Southwest Region
P.O. Box 1306
Dennis Chavez Federal Building 
Albuquerque, NM 87103
505-248-6638 office
505-414-3815 mobile

























We should get together on Monday about this.   

Beth Ullenberg, External Affairs 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Southwest Region
P.O. Box 1306
Dennis Chavez Federal Building 
Albuquerque, NM 87103
505-248-6638 office
505-414-3815 mobile

"The mission of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is, working with others, to conserve, protect, and enhance fish,
wildlife and plants and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the American people"

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Winton, Bryan <bryan winton@fws.gov>
Date: Fri, Jul 14, 2017 at 2:32 PM
Subject: Contacted by Congressman Vela's office
To: Beth Ullenberg <beth ullenberg@fws.gov>
Cc: Rob Jess <robert jess@fws.gov>, Sonny Perez <sonny perez@fws.gov>, Ernesto
Reyes <ernesto reyes@fws.gov>, Scot Edler <scot edler@fws.gov>

Beth:

Karen Dela Santos, Deputy Chief of Staff and Ms. Perry Brody, Chief of Staff for
Congressman Vela's office called at 2pm today (July 14, 2017) to inquire about status of our
knowledge and coordination with CBP about additional Border Wall/Border Fence.  They were
already aware of the project but wanted to know what we knew.  I told them what coordination
we have had and what we were told to anticipate.

Their number in DC is (202) 225-9901 if you would like to follow up or verify anything.

They mentioned they thought the news about specifics of more Border Wall would be going
public very soon.

Along those lines, Ernesto Reyes, Scot Edler and I met with 4 agents with CBP today who are
station-level agents coordinating Border Wall project.  They informed us that they would be
going public in August, possibly before.  One of the agents is handling media, and we
informed them that we would work through your office.  I will be providing CBP your contact
information so their lead media person can notify you, hopefully in advance, of the notice
going public.  When CBP does go public, they may want to say that they have been
coordinating with us for weeks already, assuring the opposition that they have been
addressing environmental issues/impacts (by coordinating with us).  Hopefully if and when
they do this, it doesn't paint a picture that FWS has known all along, or is a part of the
project.  Anyway, this is why I suggested we put their media person in contact with you so
before the word gets out hopefully you and they can coordinate.

Sincerely,

-- 
Bryan R. Winton, Wildlife Refuge Manager 
Lower Rio Grande Valley National Wildlife Refuge 
Santa Ana National Wildlife Refuge
3325 Green Jay Road, Alamo, Texas 78516
(956) 784-7521 office;   (956) 874-4304 cell
bryan winton@fws.gov

















****************************************

On Tue, Jun 20, 2017 at 2:15 PM, Maestas, Aislinn <aislinn maestas@fws.gov> wrote:
Thanks Chris. Joy mentioned trying to arrange a meeting with DOI folks to discuss border wall
coordination. That may be a good time to update our statement.

- A

On Tue, Jun 20, 2017 at 12:51 PM, Tincher, Chris <chris tincher@fws.gov> wrote:
Hi. I don't know that it happened. Let me check. Also talking with Jeff and thinking we may need to tweak our
general border statement. Will send that to you shortly.
Chris

Christine R. Tincher
Congressional Liaison / Public Affairs Specialist
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service - Southwest Region
New Mexico * Arizona * Texas * Oklahoma

Office: (602) 889-5954
Mobile: (505) 449-8776
Email:   chris tincher@fws.gov

****************************************

On Tue, Jun 20, 2017 at 11:23 AM, Maestas, Aislinn <aislinn maestas@fws.gov> wrote:
Hi there. Do you know if we (FWS) sent a response to Rep. Carter yet? I brought the
topic up again on our wall coordination call with CPB (and others). They would like to
coordinate a bit on the response. 

It sounds like they briefed Rep Carter's approps staff on the wall, not his office staff. From
the email you received from Alyssa, it sounds like his request on wildlife/species came
from his Congressional office, correct?

Either way, CPB is interested in coordinating to ensure we are all communicating the
same information.

Thanks!
- A

On Thu, Jun 15, 2017 at 2:03 PM, Tincher, Chris <chris tincher@fws.gov> wrote:
Hi Aislinn,
This is most helpful. I spoke with Alyssa in CLA this morning about the inquiry from
Rep Carter to ensure that she coordinates with HQ PA. We need our messaging to be
consistent. Right now we have a border statement response indicating the Service has
not identified species that could be impacted by border projects. We do not want to
mislead anyone with the false impression that we now have such a list. 

The exercise conducted to address the Congressman's inquiry has produced a general
list of known candidate, threatened or endangered species within one mile of the
border. It is not considered an all-inclusive, or a fully vetted list.  



















































































11. NPS Partnership - Palmito Ranch Battlefield (Boca Chica)

12. Space-X, UTRGV StarGate, LNG (ANNOVA), Spectra Energy/Valley Crossing Pipeline,
SH32, 2nd Causeway, I-69,  - other major projects that stand to impact the refuges in S. Texas

13. Volunteer Program - Advertise for Winter Texan and other times of the year - seeking
volunteers

14.  Vehicle/Equipment Reductions (S Texas Maintenance District) - reducing overhead for the
US Govt

15.  Urban Refuge Initiative - PSJA Partnerships; Native Plant (Butterfly) Gardens; Pollinator
Initiatives

16.  Boca Chica Cable Fence Initiative - cuz of Space-X, conservation will improve/increase;
impacts to ATV's/ORV imminent

These are a few of the big ticket issues we've been dealing with the past couple of years that we
may or may not want to publicize.

-- 
Bryan R. Winton, Wildlife Refuge Manager 
Lower Rio Grande Valley National Wildlife Refuge 
c/o
Santa Ana National Wildlife Refuge
3325 Green Jay Road, Alamo, Texas 78516
(956) 784-7521 office;   (956) 874-4304 cell
bryan winton@fws.gov

"Jess, Robert" <robert_jess@fws.gov>

From: "Jess, Robert" <robert_jess@fws.gov>
Sent: Wed May 17 2017 07:32:30 GMT-0600 (MDT)

To: Gisela Chapa <gisela_chapa@fws.gov>, Kimberly Wahl
<kimberly_wahl@fws.gov>

Subject: Fwd: Media Blitz for STRC

I'd like for you to do this as well please...
Gisela, 
how do i put this on google share point so that we all can view and use it together?

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Winton, Bryan <bryan winton@fws.gov>
Date: Tue, May 16, 2017 at 3:59 PM
Subject: Media Blitz for STRC
To: Rob Jess <robert jess@fws.gov>, Sonny Perez <sonny perez@fws.gov>, Boyd Blihovde
<boyd blihovde@fws.gov>

At the manager meeting with Rob yesterday, Rob requested we provide a list of "successes" for
the STRC in the past 2-3 years, so that we can begin active press advertisement through a
variety of channels to improve upon making it known all the things we are doing at the STRC. 
To start this, I am including a few "successes" from FY15 and FY16 to potentially consider,



include or highlight when the time comes:

1. Irrigation District Assessments - Opted-out of 10 of 13 Irrigation Districts saving taxpayers
$77K annually.

2. Delta Lake Irrigation District Agreement - extended the 25-year agreement/partnership with
DLID.  Making water allocation available annually in exchange for 810 acres of habitat
protection.

3. Yturria Conservation Easement - land acquisition/addition:  7,248-acres

4. Habitat Restoration Program Transition - from LRGV NWR-specific (farming phase-out) to
higher priority lands (agriculture and existing low-quality habitat).  Partnerships with TCF,
American Forests, Apache, Arbor Day, Friends, TNC, et al. toward funding for the restoration
efforts.

5. LRGV NWR and Laguna Atascosa NWR Big Game Hunting Program transition (from in-
house administration to TPWD)

6. USGS Publication: "An International Borderland of Concern: Conservation of Biodiversity in
the Lower Rio Grande Valley", by D.M. Leslie, Jr.

7. Feral Hog Program - management objectives, candidate selection/criteria, purposes,
opportunities

8.  Road and Fence Repair/Replacement Projects - many on LRGV NWR (improved access for
FWS and CBP)

9. Border Patrol Activities - USFWS / CBP Relations - opportunities for partnerships/cooperation
(mutual benefit opportunities); Horse Stables @ El Morillo

10.  Rio Reforestation XXVI - Oct. 15, 2017 - La Sal del Rey

11. NPS Partnership - Palmito Ranch Battlefield (Boca Chica)

12. Space-X, UTRGV StarGate, LNG (ANNOVA), Spectra Energy/Valley Crossing Pipeline,
SH32, 2nd Causeway, I-69,  - other major projects that stand to impact the refuges in S. Texas

13. Volunteer Program - Advertise for Winter Texan and other times of the year - seeking
volunteers

14.  Vehicle/Equipment Reductions (S Texas Maintenance District) - reducing overhead for the
US Govt

15.  Urban Refuge Initiative - PSJA Partnerships; Native Plant (Butterfly) Gardens; Pollinator
Initiatives

16.  Boca Chica Cable Fence Initiative - cuz of Space-X, conservation will improve/increase;
impacts to ATV's/ORV imminent

These are a few of the big ticket issues we've been dealing with the past couple of years that we
may or may not want to publicize.

-- 
Bryan R. Winton, Wildlife Refuge Manager 
Lower Rio Grande Valley National Wildlife Refuge 








