
From:
To: jim kurth@fws.gov; stephen guertin@fws.gov; Gregory J Sheehan. Acting Director, FWS;

rebekah giddings@fws.gov; barbara wainman@fws.gov
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Fwd: Divisions A (Interior) and B (FSGG) of H.R. 6147 - Summary of Amendments Submitted v3
Date: Thursday, July 12, 2018 2:22:44 PM
Attachments: Summary of Amendments v3.pdf

ATT00001.htm

All,
This just in....see Adams 106. 
Denise

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Mark Mioduski <mmioduski@cgagroup.com>
Date: July 12, 2018 at 1:32:35 PM EDT
To: JSisson7373 >
Subject: FW: Divisions A (Interior) and B (FSGG) of H.R. 6147  - Summary
of Amendments Submitted v3

 
 

From: Hodgkins, Caitlin <caitlin.hodgkins@mail.house.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, July 12, 2018 12:46 PM
To: Hodgkins, Caitlin <caitlin.hodgkins@mail.house.gov>
Subject: Divisions A (Interior) and B (FSGG) of H.R. 6147 - Summary of Amendments
Submitted v3
 
Please see LATE #123 - #153
REVISED Adams #121, Pingree #115, Brooks #114, Moore #17, Huffman #47, Dingell
#75, O’Halleran #21
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(b) (6)

(b) (6)



Abraham (LA),
Westerman (AR)

#35 Prevents the enforcement of limitations or
prohibitions on the use of GMO seed in commercial
agricultural operations conducted on National
Wildlife Refuges.

Adams (NC) #106 States that no funds shall be used to carry out
reassignments of Senior Executive Service members
without an analysis of agency diversity and needs.

Adams (NC) #121 REVISED Decreases and then increases the EPA
Environmental Programs and Management account
fund by $742,000. This increase is to emphasize the
need for greater funding for the Environmental
Justice program area within the account.

Barragán,  (CA) #6 Prohibits funds for the Department of the Interior to
issue a permit for any oil and gas drilling operation
that is located within 1,500 feet of a home, school, or
other building that requires special protection.

Beyer (VA),
Norton (DC)

#24 Funds Interior’s body camera pilot program for Law
Enforcement Officers.

Beyer (VA) #25 Strikes section 431, which repeals the Clean Water
Rule

Beyer (VA) #26 Strikes section 430, which allows a loophole in
Federal water quality permitting requirements for
pollution discharges.

Beyer (VA) #28 Strip all ESA riders.

Beyer (VA) #76 Strikes section which legislates that biomass be
treated as carbon neutral.

Beyer (VA) #130 LATE Bans the use of funds for keeping multiple
calendars for the Administrator of the EPA, the
Secretary of the Interior, and their Deputy
Secretaries.

Beyer (VA),
Blumenauer (OR)

#147 LATE Reduces the Department of Interior’s Office of
the Secretary account by $1 million and increases the
Environmental Protection Agency’s Office of the
Inspector General’s account by $1 million.

Biggs (AZ) #111 Transfers funds from the Forest Service land
acquisition account to the spending reduction
account.

Biggs (AZ) #128 LATE Transfers funds from the NPS land acquisition
account to Indian Education.



Biggs (AZ) #129 LATE Transfers funds from the BLM Land acquisition
account to the NPS Parks Maintenance Backlog.

Blumenauer (OR),
Turner (OH),
Heck, Denny
(WA), Courtney
(CT), Smith, Adam
(WA), Katko (NY)

#50 Increases the Historic Preservation Fund by $5 million
to restore level funding with FY 2018.

Brooks (AL),
Duncan (SC),
Biggs (AZ)

#113 Prohibits funds appropriated under this act from
being made available to any state or local
government that is designated a Sanctuary
jurisdiction through noncompliance of Section 642 of
the Immigration Reform and Immigrant Responsibility
Act of 1996 (8 U.S.C. 1373).

Brooks (AL) #114 REVISED Eliminates federal funding for the Woodrow
Wilson International Center for Scholars.

Brown (MD) #61 Prohibits funds to be used to include in the 2019-
2024 National Outer Continental Shelf Oil and Gas
Leasing Proposed Program an oil and gas lease sale in
any area categorized as ‘No Oil and Gas Activity’ in
the DoD Mission Compatibility Planning Assessment:
BOEM 2017-2022 Outer Continental Shelf Oil and Gas
Leasing Draft Proposed Program, published on
October 30, 2015.

Buchanan (FL) #51 Restores $7,877,000 to the Fish and Wildlife Service
for new listings under the Endangered Species Act,
level with final FY 2018 funding. Reduces the Office of
the Secretary by the same amount.

Byrne (AL) #110 Prevents the re-purposing of Gulf of Mexico Energy
Security Act funds.

Carbajal (CA) #13 States that none of the funds made available by this
Act may be used to process any application under the
Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act (43 U.S.C. 1331 et
seq.) for a permit to drill or a permit to modify, that
would authorize use of hydraulic fracturing or acid
well stimulation treatment in the Pacific Outer
Continental Shelf.

Carbajal (CA) #15 Increases funding by $5.4 million to ensure EPA can
help protect communities from the impacts of oil
spills.



Carter, Buddy
(GA)

#62 Prevents funds from being use to implement a rule
requiring Tier 4 marine engines on commercial
vessels until those Tier 4 marine engines are available
for vessels with various restrictions, such as pilot
boats.

Castor (FL),
Rooney, Francis
(FL), Crist (FL)

#77 Provides that no funds may be used to include (a) any
area of the Eastern Gulf of Mexico that is referred to
in section 104(a) of the Gulf of Mexico Energy
Security Act of 2006; (b) the portion of the South
Atlantic Planning Area south of 30 degrees 43
minutes North Latitude; or (c) the Straits of Florida
Planning Area in any OCS leasing program developed
under OCSLA Section 18.

Castor (FL),
Rooney, Francis
(FL), Crist (FL)

#78 Provides that no oil and gas leasing or preleasing or
any related activity may be offered of any tract
located in (a) any area of the Eastern Gulf of Mexico
that is referred to in section 104(a) of the Gulf of
Mexico Energy Security Act of 2006; (b) the portion of
the South Atlantic Planning Area south of 30 degrees
43 minutes North Latitude; or (c) the Straits of Florida
Planning Area.

Castor (FL),
Rooney, Francis
(FL), Crist (FL)

#93 Provides that no funds shall be made available to
install a private phone booth for the Secretary of
Interior.

Cicilline (RI) #41 Prohibits oil and gas drilling off of the coast of New
England.

Cleaver (MO) #125 LATE Affirms the support of Congress for the
construction of the World War I Memorial at Pershing
Park in Washington, D.C. and urges other Federal
Agencies, as appropriate, to support and participate
in commemoration activities.

Clyburn (SC),
Adams (NC),
Sewell (AL)

#18 Increases funding by $2 million for Historic
Preservation Fund grants to Historically Black Colleges
and Universities.

Cohen (TN) #58 Prohibits the use of funds to enter into any new
contract, grant, or cooperative agreement with any
Trump related business listed in the President
Trump’s Annual Financial Disclosure Report submitted
to the Office of Government Ethics as well as certain
Trump related properties listed on the Trump



Organization’s website. The specific properties are
listed in the amendment.

Cohen (TN) #67 Prohibits the use of funds to enter into any new
contract, grant, or cooperative agreement with any
Trump related business listed in the President
Trump’s Annual Financial Disclosure Report submitted
to the Office of Government Ethics. The specific
properties are listed in the amendment.

Connolly (VA),
Price, David (NC)

#29 Prohibits funds from being used to change or modify
the 2015 federal coal ash rule (80 Fed. Reg. 21301
(April 17, 2015).

Connolly (VA),
Beyer (VA)

#30 Prohibit funds to finalize EPA rulemakings initiated by
former Administrator Pruitt until the Inspector
General’s investigations into the former
Administrator’s activities are complete.

Courtney (CT),
Larson, John (CT)

#103 Provides funding for the U.S. Geological Survey to
develop a map showing pyrrhotite occurrences across
the United States.

Courtney (CT),
Larson, John (CT),
Neal (MA), Esty
(CT), DeLauro
(CT), Himes (CT),
McGovern (MA)

#105 Designates $300,000 within the Operation of the
National Park System for the New England Scenic
Trail.

Cramer, Kevin
(ND)

#1 Prevents implementation of the Bureau of Land
Management Waste Prevention, Production Subject
to Royalties, and Resource Conservation rule.

DeGette (CO),
Dingell (MI)

#109 Prohibits funding being used to implement,
administer, or enforce EPA’s Memorandum relating
to Conditional No Action Assurance Regarding Small
Manufacturers of Glider Vehicles.

Delaney (MD) #42 Prohibits funds from being used to implement DOI
Secretarial Orders 3349 and 3360.

Denham (CA) #60 Prevents federal funds from being used to implement
the State of California’s Bay-Delta Plan.

Denham (CA) #153 LATE Increases the WIFIA administrative expenses
account by $2 million and decreases the DOI Office of
the Secretary account by the same amount.

Dingell (MI) #75 REVISED Increases USGS funding by $250,000 for



fisheries assessment to continue and expand
advanced technologies research in the Ecosystem
Fisheries Program in accordance with Congressional
direction that mission areas and accounts would be
maintained at the enacted level.

Duncan (SC),
Brooks (AL), Biggs
(AZ)

#66 Prevents funds from going to local governments that
permit individuals who are not citizens of the United
States to vote in elections for state or local office.

Dunn (FL) #90 Prohibits use of funds made available by the Act to
add the Panama City crawfish to the list of
endangered and threatened wildlife published under
the Endangered Species Act of 1973.

Emmer (MN),
Nolan (MN)

#71 Prohibits funding from being used to implement a
January 13, 2017 effort by the U.S. Department of
Interior and Agriculture to restrict all leasing,
exploration, and potential development of
approximately 234,328 acres of federal land in
Northeast Minnesota.

Esty (CT),
McKinley (WV)

#82 Increases funding to “brownfields projects” within the
State and Tribal Assistance Grants (STAG) by $10
million by pulling $10 million from the Bureau of Land
Management (BLM)to help cities and towns clean up
brownfield sites in their local communities by .

Gallego (AZ) #132 LATE Ensures none of the funds made available by
this Act may be used to implement the Presidential
Proclamation entitled “Modifying the Bears Ears
National Monument” issued on December 4, 2017.

Gallego (AZ) #133 LATE Ensures none of the funds made available by
this Act may be used to issue any permit for mineral
exploration or mining on lands reserved under the
Presidential Proclamation entitled “Establishment of
the Bears Ears National Monument” issued on
December 28, 2016.

Gallego (AZ) #134 LATE Ensures none of the funds made available by
this Act may be used to issue grazing permits or
leases in contravention of BLM regulations.

Garamendi (CA),
McNerney (CA),
Huffman (CA),
Bera (CA)

#32 Strikes Section 437. Section 437 prohibits judicial
review of California WaterFix.



Garamendi (CA),
McNerney (CA),
Huffman (CA),
Bera (CA)

#33 Strikes Section 44 which prohibits judicial review of
CALFED projects, the Central Valley Project (CVP) and
the State Water Project (SWP).

Goodlatte (VA),
Thompson, Glenn
(PA), Shuster (PA)

#5 Prohibits the Environmental Protection Agency from
using any funds to take retaliatory, or EPA described
“backstop” actions, against any of the six states in the
Chesapeake Bay Watershed in the event that a state
does not meet the goals mandated by the EPA’s
Chesapeake Bay Total Maximum Daily Load.

Grijalva (AZ) #95 The amendment prohibits funds for the construction
of a border wall in the Santa Ana National Wildlife
Refuge.

Grijalva (AZ) #96 Increases the budget for the Department of the
Interior Inspector General’s Office by $2.5 million.

Grijalva (AZ) #97 Ensures no funds may be used to consider uranium as
a critical mineral under EO 13817 (Dec. 20, 2017).

Grijalva (AZ) #100 Prohibits funds for trophy hunting permits authorizing
importation from any country of an elephant trophy
or lion trophy from Zimbabwe, Zambia, or Tanzania.

Grijalva (AZ) #142 LATE Prohibits funds for modifying or revoking
national monuments established by the Antiquities
Act.

Grothman (WI) #143 LATE Prohibits funds made available by this Act to be
used to implement or enforce the EPA’s ground level
ozone rule.

Hanabusa (HI),
Gabbard (HI),
Young, Don (AK)

#39 Increases the USGS Surveys, Investigations and
Research account by $4,798,500, intended to be used
for the Volcano Hazards Program to ameliorate
impacts caused by volcanic eruptions.

Heck, Denny (WA) #91 Directs EPA to fund the Clean Watersheds Needs
Survey.

Hudson (NC) #49 Increases the Capital Improvement and Maintenance
account for Forest Service road repairs.

Huffman (CA) #45 States no funds shall be used to reassign or transfer
members of the Senior Executive Service at the
Department of the Interior.

Huffman (CA) #46 States no funds shall be used to withdraw the EPA
Region 10 proposed determination to protect the



Bristol Bay watershed and wild salmon from the
impacts of the Pebble Mine.

Huffman (CA) #47 REVISED States none of the funds may be used for
implementation of Section 20001 of the Tax Cuts and
Jobs Act, related to oil and gas development in the
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge.

Huffman (CA),
Reichert (WA),
Kilmer (WA),
Carbajal (CA),
Lowenthal (CA),
McEachin (VA),
Connolly (VA),
Bonamici (OR),
Soto (FL)

#48 States none of the funds may be used for oil and gas
leasing or activities in the Pacific Region of the Outer
Continental Shelf.

Jackson Lee (TX) #144 LATE Expresses support for National Historic Areas
and for continuation of national policy to preserve for
public use historic sites, buildings, and objects of
national significance.

Jackson Lee (TX) #145 LATE Prohibits funds to be used to limit outreach
programs administered by the Smithsonian
Institution.

Jackson Lee (TX) #146 LATE Prohibits the use of funds to eliminate or
restrict programs aimed at reforestation of urban
areas.

Jayapal (WA),
Barragán,  (CA),
Ruiz (CA),
McEachin (VA)

#52 Prohibits funds from being used to contravene
Executive Order 12898 relating to Federal actions to
address environmental justice in minority populations
and low-income populations.

Jayapal (WA),
Quigley (IL),
Cohen (TN),
Castor (FL), Beyer
(VA), Titus (NV),
Cicilline (RI)

#53 Prohibits any changes to the National Park Service
rule preventing fringe hunting.

Jayapal (WA),
McEachin (VA),
Ruiz (CA),
Barragán,  (CA)

#54 Reduces then adds back $12 million to EPA’s
Superfund account to underscore the importance of
Superfund enforcement.



Jayapal (WA),
McEachin (VA),
Smith, Adam
(WA), Ruiz (CA),
Barragán,  (CA)

#55 Increases the amount available for EPA's
environmental justice grants to $16 million.

Jeffries (NY),
Huffman (CA),
Jackson Lee (TX)

#150 LATE Prohibits use of funds by the National Park
Service to purchase or display a confederate flag
except in situations where such flags would provide
historical context pursuant to a National Park Service
memorandum.

Johnson (OH) #92 Restores the number of Appalachian states eligible
for grants for the reclamation of abandoned mine
lands to be used for economic and community
development from 3 to 6.

Johnson (OH) #94 Provides for a balanced distribution of funds among
Appalachian states for reclamation of abandoned
mine lands in conjunction with economic and
community development, offset by funds from the
Environmental Programs and Management account.

Katko (NY), Heck,
Denny (WA)

#112 Restores funding for capitalization grants for the
Clean Water and Drinking Water State Revolving
Funds, equal to the funding appropriated by the
Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2018.

Keating (MA) #101 Prohibits funds from being used to take Mashpee
Wampanoag Tribal land out of trust.

Keating (MA) #102 Funds the Cape Cod National Seashore Advisory
Commission.

Keating (MA) #104 Allocates funding for research into PFAS mitigation
and harmful impacts.

Keating (MA) #140 LATE Allocating funding for states and localities to
improve water filtration systems to address extreme
PFAS levels in municipal drinking water.

Kildee (MI),
Walberg (MI)

#9 Increases funding to USGS to eradicate grass carp by
$1 million. Reduces funding from the Office of the
Interior Secretary by the same amount.

Kustoff (TN),
Comer (KY)

#151 LATE Increases funding to the United States Fish and
Wildlife Service Agency Resource Management
Program by $5 million to be used for controlling
Invasive Asian Carp in the Mississippi and Ohio River



Basins and preventing them from entering and
establishing in the inland river systems of Alabama,
Kentucky, and Tennessee and reduces the State and
Tribal Assistance Grants by $5 million.

LaMalfa (CA) #135 LATE Directs additional funds to the National Forest
System account for purposes of eradicating,
enforcing, and remediating illegal marijuana grow
operations on National Forest System land.

Lamborn (CO) #68 Prohibits the use of funds to implement or enforce
the threatened species or endangered species listing
of any plant or wildlife that has not undergone a
review as required by section 4(c)(2) of the
Endangered Species Act of 1973.

Lamborn (CO) #70 Prohibits the use of funds to implement or enforce
the threatened species listing of the Preble’s meadow
jumping mouse under the Endangered Species Act.

Lance (NJ) #86 Sets aside $6 million dollars from the “Fish Wildlife
Service – Resource Management” account for the
Delaware River Basin Restoration Program.

Lance (NJ) #87 Increases funding for the Delaware River Basin
Restoration Program by $1 million.

Langevin (RI) #31 Provides funding for the Southern New England
Estuaries Program under EPA Geographic Programs.

Lawrence (MI) #4 States that none of the funds made available in this
Act may be used to limit the functions of the EPA’s
Office of Small and Disadvantaged Business
Utilization.

Lieu (CA), Gallego
(AZ), Welch (VT)

#40 States none of the funds made available in this
Division may be used to make a payment to or
reimburse expenses incurred at Trump Organization
properties.

Lipinski (IL) #124 LATE Increases the Clean Water State Revolving Fund
and the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund each by
$10 million. Reduces the appropriation for the
Department of the Interior Office of the Secretary and
the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management each by
$10 million.

Loudermilk (GA),
Griffith (VA)

#2 Prohibits funds from being used to regulate trailers
under the Clean Air Act.



Lowenthal (CA) #56 Prohibits funds from being used to delay
implementation or repeal provisions of the BLM
methane waste prevention rule.

Lowenthal (CA) #57 Prohibits funds from being used to implement any
recommendations of the Royalty Policy Committee
that are outside the scope of the committee
described in the Royalty Policy Committee charter.

Lujan (NM) #12 Decreases and increases State and Tribal Assistance
Grants by $4 million to direct the EPA to work with
the affected States and Indian tribes to a long-term
monitoring program for water quality of the Animas
and San Juan Rivers in response to the Gold King Mine
spill as authorized by the Water Infrastructure
Improvements for the Nation Act.

Matsui (CA),
DeSaulnier (CA),
Huffman (CA)

#88 Prohibits the EPA from using funds to propose a rule
to end the One National Program for greenhouse gas
emissions and fuel economy standards for light-duty
vehicles.

McEachin (VA),
Beyer (VA)

#36 Refunds the National Academy of Sciences study
“Potential Human Health Effects of Surface Coal
Mining Operations in Center Appalachia.”

McEachin (VA) #37 Prevents funds from being used to reduce,
consolidate, or terminate the EPA's National Center
for Environmental Research, or grants or research
carried out by the National Center for Environmental
Research.

McEachin (VA) #98 Prevents DOI from obstructing an investigation by the
GAO, OSC, or DOI Inspector General.

McEachin (VA) #99 Transfers funds from the Office of the Secretary to
the Human Capital and Diversity office in the Office of
Policy, Management and Budget to conduct a
employee climate survey on harassment.

McMorris
Rodgers (WA)

#14 Limits funding for the implementation of Washington
State's revised water quality standard.

Moore, Gwen
(WI)

#16 Boosts funding for the Smithsonian by $500,000 to
better support efforts, including the creation of
temporary or permanent exhibits, that better tell and
increase understanding and education about the
history, voices, and narratives of underrepresented



communities, including African-Americans and tribal
communities.

Moore, Gwen
(WI)

#17 REVISED Maintains FY 2018 funding for an authorized
program to address lead in drinking water.

Moore, Gwen
(WI)

#34 Bars the use of funds to reorganize or eliminate the
Great Lakes Advisory Board.

Moore, Gwen
(WI)

#116 States that none of the funds made available by this
act may be used in contravention of Executive Order
13627, which strengthens protections against
trafficking in persons in Federal contracting.

Moore, Gwen
(WI)

#126 LATE Increases funding for the NEA to support a
program of activities to commemorate the
International Decade of International Decade for
People of African Descent and build greater
appreciation and understanding of the history and
heritage of people of African descent on American
arts and culture.

Mullin,
Markwayne (OK)

#138 LATE Prohibits the use of funds for enforcing the
Obama Administration's EPA Methane Rule.

Mullin,
Markwayne (OK),
Gohmert (TX),
Gosar (AZ), Perry
(PA)

#139 LATE Prohibits funds from implementing the Social
Cost of Carbon rule.

Norman (SC) #22 Transfers $12 million from provisions of the
Woodrow Wilson International Center to the United
States Geological Survey agency.

O'Halleran (AZ) #19 Reduces Interior operations funds and increase BIA
construction funds by 10 million dollars.

O'Halleran (AZ) #20 Reduces and increases by $36,000,000 the amount of
funding appropriated to the Bureau of Indian Affairs
construction account for public safety and justice
facility construction.

O'Halleran (AZ) #21 REVISED Moves $3,000,000 from the Office of the
Special Trustee to the Office of Navajo-Hopi Indian
Relocation.

O'Halleran (AZ) #27 Prohibits changes to Public Land Order 7787 using
funds appropriated in this act.

Pallone (NJ), #7 States that none of the funds made available by this



Wasserman
Schultz (FL),
Sarbanes (MD),
Moulton (MA),
Beyer (VA),
McEachin (VA)

Act may be used to research, investigate, or study
offshore drilling or conduct a lease sale for the
development or production of oil and gas in any area
located in the North Atlantic, South Atlantic, or Straits
of Florida Outer Continental Shelf Planning Area.

Palmer (AL) #64 Ensures that none of the funds made available by this
Act may be used for the Environmental Protection
Agency's Criminal Enforcement Division.

Palmer (AL) #65 Eliminates funding for Diesel Emission Reduction
Grants and sends the savings to the spending
reduction account.

Pearce (NM) #117 Prevents funds from being used to treat the New
Mexico Meadow Jumping Mouse as an endangered
species.

Pearce (NM),
Marshall (KS)

#118 Prevents funds from being used to carry out any rule-
making on the status of the Lesser Prairie Chicken

Perry (PA) #148 LATE Prohibits the use of funds for any federal
advisory committee of the EPA that is not in
compliance with the directive entitled "Strengthening
and Improving Membership on EPA Federal Advisory
Committees" published by the EPA on October 31,
2017.

Perry (PA) #149 LATE Prohibits the EPA from using funds to give
formal notification under, or prepare, propose,
implement, administer, or enforce any rule or
recommendation pursuant to, section 115 of the
Clean Air Act.

Peters, Scott (CA),
Smith, Adam
(WA), Delaney
(MD)

#83 Prohibits funds from being used to hinder, suppress,
or block any report required by statue related to
climate change and would prohibit funds from being
used to suppress communications to the public, or
any Congressional entity, regarding science related to
climate change.

Peterson (MN) #63 Requires the Department of Interior to conduct a
study on best drainage water management practices
on publicly-owned lands and wetlands to reduce the
risk of flooding.

Pingree (ME) #115 REVISED Requires that Department of the Interior



funds in the bill shall be available for obligation not
later than 60 days after the date of enactment of this
Act.

Plaskett, (VI) #69 Strengthens necessary support for insular territories
of the United States (to equal Senate levels).

Poe (TX) #131 LATE Reduces by $20,000,000 and then increases by
the same amount the National Recreation and
Preservation account with intent to use the funds for
the National Maritime Heritage grant program.

Polis (CO) #107 Increases funds for hazardous fuels management
activities by $10 million, decreases funds provided for
forest products by the same amount.

Polis (CO), Ruiz
(CA)

#108 Increases state and forestry private account by $2
million to add funding for Volunteer Fire Assistance
grant program, and decreases Wildland Fire
Management account by the same amount.

Price, David (NC),
Barragán,  (CA),
Crist (FL),
Buchanan (FL),
Rooney, Francis
(FL)

#80 No funds may be used to make changes to the Bureau
of Safety and Environmental Enforcement well
control rule and production safety systems rule.

Quigley (IL),
Connolly (VA),
Pingree (ME)

#137 LATE Requires the EPA Administrator and Deputy
Administrator to publicly disclose all travel costs paid
by EPA within 10 days of travel.

Rice, Kathleen
(NY)

#152 LATE Prohibits funds to the Fish and Wildlife Service
for issuing permits for importing elephant trophies.

Rosen (NV) #43 Ensures that no funds are used to create a net loss of
access to recreational hunting or fishing on public
lands.

Rosen (NV) #44 Prohibits the use of funds to change the designations
of Gold Butte National Monument and Basin and
Range National Monument as national monuments.

Ruiz (CA), Cook
(CA)

#81 States that no funding made available by this act shall
be used to divert water being conveyed from the San
Bernardino National Forest to the city of Banning,
California.

Sanford (SC) #23 Prohibits funds to conduct offshore drilling and
seismic testing.



Sewell (AL) #89 Increases funding for competitive grants to preserve
the sites and stories of the Civil Rights Movement by
$2,500,000, and reduces departmental operations for
the Office of the Secretary of Interior by the same
amount.

Smith, Jason
(MO), Gianforte
(MT)

#3 Prevents the payment of attorney's fees as part of
any settlement the Federal Government enters into
under the Clean Air Act, the Clean Water Act, and the
Endangered Species Act.

Smith, Jason (MO) #127 LATE Prevents funds from being used to designate
critical habitat on private land under the Endangered
Species Act.

Soto (FL) #72 Increases funding for the National Estuary Program by
$468,000.

Soto (FL) #79 Prohibits the Secretary of the Interior from acting in
contradiction of section 104(a) of the Gulf of Mexico
Energy Security Act of 2006.

Soto (FL) #84 Increases funding for the National Wildlife Refuge
System by $500,000 for the Wildlife and Habitat
Management of invasive species.

Soto (FL) #85 Prohibits the removal of the Florida Panther from the
endangered species list.

Taylor (VA) #73 States no funds may be used to conduct a lease sale
for oil and gas production or development in any area
within the North Atlantic or Mid Atlantic Planning
area.

Taylor (VA) #74 States no funds may be used to conduct a lease sale
for oil and gas production or development in any area
within the offshore administrative boundaries of the
State of Virginia.

Thompson, Glenn
(PA)

#136 LATE Restores funding for the Abandoned Mine Land
Reclamation pilot program by $25,000,000 while
reducing EPA's Environmental Programs and
Management by the same amount.

Tonko (NY),
Curbelo (FL),
Costello (PA),
Johnson, Eddie
Bernice (TX),

#38 Prohibits funding to be used to finalize, implement,
administer, or enforce EPA’s Strengthening
Transparency in Regulatory Science proposed rule.



Price, David (NC)

Vargas (CA),
Davis, Susan (CA),
Peters, Scott (CA)

#59 Increases funding for the U.S.-Mexico Border Water
Infrastructure Program by $5 million.

Wasserman
Schultz (FL)

#8 Restricts funding from being used to conduct an oil
and gas lease sale on the Outer Continental Shelf in
the Mid-Atlantic, South Atlantic, Straits of Florida, or
Eastern Gulf of Mexico planning area, as such
planning areas are depicted in the leasing program
prepared under section 18 of the Outer Continental
Shelf Lands Act (43 U.S.C. 1344), entitled the ‘‘2017–
2022 Outer Continental Shelf Oil and Gas Leasing
Proposed Final Program.’’

Welch (VT) #119 Prohibits the EPA from issuing Renewable Volume
Obligations under the Renewable Fuel Standard that
will worsen environmental outcomes as reported in
the Second Triennial Report to Congress.

Welch (VT) #120 Prohibits EPA from using any funds to issue Small
Refinery Waivers under the Renewable Fuel Standard
without making public, through press release and
publishing on the EPA’s website, the following
information: name of company granted a waiver;
reason for the waiver; number of gallons covered by
the waiver; and, the impact of the waiver on overall
RVO for the year.

Welch (VT) #122 Increases and decreases the State and Private
Forestry Account account by $5 million to indicate
that the amount should be used to help mitigate the
spread of and the Emerald Ash Borer.

Welch (VT),
Stefanik (NY)

#123 Increases funding for the Lake Champlain Basin
Program by $4 million to the FY18 enacted level.
Decreases the Office of the Secretary of Interior
account by the same amount.

Welch (VT) #141 LATE Prohibits the EPA from developing,
implementing, or enforcing new regulations altering
the Reid vapor pressure limitations of section 211(h)
of the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. 7545(h)).”

Young, Don (AK) #10 Prevents funds from being used to change existing
placer mining plan of operations with regard to
reclamation activities.



Young, Don (AK) #11 Exempts National Forests in Alaska from the Roadless
Rule.
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Aguilar (CA) #16 Specifies that individuals covered by the Deferred
Action for Childhood Arrivals program are eligible for
federal government employment.

Bordallo (GU) #14 Provides appropriations for the Guam War Claims
program for the victims of the occupation of Guam
during World War II.

Brooks (AL),
Duncan (SC), Biggs
(AZ), Gosar (AZ)

#60 Prohibits funds appropriated under this act from
being made available to any state or local
government that is designated a Sanctuary
jurisdiction through noncompliance of Section 642 of
the Immigration Reform and Immigrant Responsibility
Act of 1996 (8 U.S.C. 1373).

Budd (NC) #66 LATE Instructs the Secretary of the Treasury to issue
regulations to make the ruling of the Financial Crimes
Enforcement Network titled ‘‘Beneficial Ownership
Requirements for Legal Entity Customers of Certain
Financial Products and Services with Automatic



Rollovers or Renewals’’ (FIN-2018-R002) permanent.

Budd (NC) #67 LATE Prohibits funds from being used to implement
the regulation titled “Accounting Standards Update
No. 2016-13, titled Financial Instruments—Credit
Losses.”

Capuano (MA) #35 Strikes Section 628 which prohibits the SEC from
promulgating a political spending disclosure rule.

Carbajal (CA) #64 Strikes Section 125, which prevents the IRS from
issuing guidance to more clearly define political
activity for 501(c)(4) organizations.

Cohen (TN) #36 Prohibits the use of funds to enter into any new
contract, grant, or cooperative agreement with any
Trump related business listed in the President
Trump’s Annual Financial Disclosure Report
submitted to the Office of Government Ethics as well
as certain Trump related properties listed on the
Trump Organization’s website. The specific properties
are listed in the amendment.

Cohen (TN) #37 Prohibits the use of funds to enter into any new
contract, grant, or cooperative agreement with any
Trump related business listed in the President
Trump’s Annual Financial Disclosure Report
submitted to the Office of Government Ethics. The
specific properties are listed in the amendment.

Comstock (VA) #56 REVISED Provides resources to assist communities in
the fight against widespread drug trafficking through
the High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area program.

DeSantis (FL) #41 Prevents the funds made available by this Act from
being used by the FTC to implement activities
substantially similar to the FDIC's "Operation Choke
Point."

DeSaulnier (CA) #10 Provides that no such funds for the Executive Office
of the President may be spent at any properties or
businesses owned by or affiliated with President
Trump and his family

DeSaulnier (CA),
Lee, Barbara (CA)

#47 Ensures no such funds may be used for the
consolidation or closure of any post office in a
historic building.

Duncan (SC), #38 Prevents funds from going to local governments that



Brooks (AL), Biggs
(AZ)

permit individuals who are not citizens of the United
States to vote in elections for state or local office.

Emmer (MN) #75 LATE Prohibits funds from being used to require a
tax-exempt organization to disclose the name,
address, or other personal identifying information of
a contributor.

Gallego (AZ) #68 LATE Ensures none of the funds made available by
this Act may be used by the Internal Revenue Service
to alter or destroy personal or corporate tax returns,
including accompanying schedules and documents,
filed by the President of the United States

Gianforte (MT) #63 Prohibits the collection of small debts for oil spill
clean up from counties who have not received proper
direction from the treasury, or prompt response from
the Justice Department.

Graves, Garret
(LA), Kennedy
(MA)

#34 Provides that funds may be made available for the
development of a uniform electronic release form
and authentication system.

Heck, Denny (WA),
Blumenauer (OR),
Lee, Barbara (CA),
Perlmutter (CO),
Polis (CO), Titus
(NV), Young, Don
(AK), Rosen (NV),
Lewis, Jason (MN),
Gaetz (FL),
Rohrabacher (CA),
McClintock (CA),
Huffman (CA),
Pingree (ME),
McCollum (MN),
Gabbard (HI),
Norton (DC)

#45 Prohibits funds from being used to penalize a
financial institution for serving a legitimate marijuana
business.

Jackson Lee (TX) #74 LATE Prohibits funds to be used to house migrant
children who have been involuntarily separated from
family members or responsible adults.

Kilmer (WA) #65 LATE REVISED Enhances transparency and
accountability for online political advertisements by
requiring those who purchase and publish such ads



to disclose information about the advertisements to
the public.

Krishnamoorthi
(IL)

#18 Ensures level funding to the Community
Development Financial Institutions Fund, which
provide loans, investments, financial services, and
technical assistance to underserved communities.

Krishnamoorthi
(IL)

#19 Strikes language that bars the SEC from using any
funds to issue a rule, regulation, or order regarding
the disclosure of political contributions, contributions
to tax exempt organizations, or dues paid to trade
associations.

Krishnamoorthi
(IL)

#20 Requires the IRS to include "recent changes to the
federal tax law" as a part of its employee ethics
training program.

Kustoff (TN) #54 Increases funding to the High Intensity Drug
Trafficking Areas program by $10 million and reduces
the General Services Administration’s rental of space
allocation by $10 million.

Larson, John (CT),
Courtney (CT)

#58 Provides funding within the Department of the
Treasury, Departmental Office ($100,000 from the
proposed $208,751,000) towards a study, led by
Treasury with the participation of relevant regulators,
to examine the financial impact of the mineral
pyrrhotite in concrete home foundations. The study
should provide recommendations on regulatory and
legislative actions needed to help mitigate impact on
banks, mortgage lenders, tax revenues, and
homeowners.

Larson, John (CT),
Courtney (CT)

#61 Provides funding to the Internal Revenue Service for
taxpayer services ($20,000,000) to assist taxpayers
generally and those taking a casualty loss deduction
with the guidance of Revenue Procedures 2017-60
and 2018-14.

Larson, John (CT),
Courtney (CT)

#62 Provides funding to the Internal Revenue Service for
taxpayer services ($100,000) to assist taxpayers
taking a casualty loss deduction with the guidance of
Revenue Procedures 2017-60 and 2018-14.

Lawrence (MI) #28 Prevents the Treasury’s Postal Task Force from using
funds to promote postal service privatization.



Lawrence (MI) #29 Provides that any Task Force of which OMB is a
member must respond to Congressional oversight
inquiries.

Lawrence (MI) #30 Requires OMB to notify Congress of federal
workforce reductions under its Government-wide
Reform Plan.

Lawrence (MI) #31 Prevents OMB from using funds for regulations that
exclude indirect benefits from cost-benefit analyses.

Lewis, John (GA) #48 Strikes section 112 of Division B and restores the
integrity and intent of the Johnson Amendment.

Lieu (CA), Gallego
(AZ), Welch (VT)

#26 Provides that none of the funds made available in this
Division may be used to make a payment to or
reimburse expenses incurred at Trump Organization
properties.

Lowenthal (CA) #70 LATE Ensures none of the funds made available by
this Act may be used by the Consumer Financial
Protection Bureau to repeal or modify 12 CFR 1041
adopted in 2017 to curb unfair and abusive practices
of certain lenders to make covered short-term or
longer-term balloon-payment loans, including payday
and vehicle title loans.

Lowey (NY) #7 Removes the prohibition on qualified multi-state
health insurance plans from covering a full range of
reproductive health services.

Lujan Grisham
(NM)

#12 Increases funding for Community Development
Financial Institutions (CDFIs) by $5 million. Decreases
the General Services Administration Federal Buildings
Fund by $5 million.

Lynch (MA) #71 REVISED Increases funding for the Privacy and Civil
Liberties Oversight Board by $3 Million.

Maloney, Carolyn
(NY), Delaney
(MD), Young, Don
(AK), Hanabusa
(HI)

#44 Increases funding for the Community Development
Financial Institutions Fund Program Account by $34
million with an offset.

McHenry (NC) #76 LATE Prohibits any taxpayer funds from going to
support the Post Service's efforts to (1) expand or
enhance financial services products, or (2) carry out
any pilot programs or task forces created between



the union and the Post Service involving financial
products or services.

Meadows (NC) #23 WITHDRAWN Prohibits Federal Funds from being
used by the District of Columbia to impose an
individual health insurance mandate in the nation's
capital.

Meadows (NC) #24 WITHDRAWN Prohibits Federal Funds from being
used by the District of Columbia to carry out Initiative
77, which would abolish the tipped minimum wage
for restaurant servers.

Meadows (NC) #25 Prohibits Federal Funds from being used by the Office
of Personnel Management to administer the Multi-
State Plan program.

Moore, Gwen (WI) #17 Increases CDFI funding by $30 million.

Moore, Gwen (WI) #72 LATE Blocks funding for any efforts to interfere with
adequately funding the National Housing Trust Fund.

Murphy,
Stephanie (FL)

#32 Increases funding for Small Business Administration,
Entrepreneurial Development Programs by $600,000,
with the increase intended for the Women’s Business
Centers program. Reduces funding for the
Department of the Treasury, Departmental Offices,
Salaries and Expenses by $600,000.

Murphy,
Stephanie (FL)

#33 Increases funding for Small Business Administration,
Entrepreneurial Development Programs by $400,000,
with the increase intended for Veterans Outreach
programs (Boots to Business, Veterans Business
Outreach Centers, Veteran Women Igniting the Spirit
of Entrepreneurship, Entrepreneurship Bootcamp for
Veterans with Disabilities, and Boots to Business
reboot). Reduces funding for the Department of the
Treasury, Departmental Offices, Salaries and
Expenses by $400,000.

Murphy,
Stephanie (FL)

#59 Reduces funding for Small Business Administration,
Entrepreneurial Development Programs by $1
million, and increases it by the same amount, with
$600,000 of the increase intended for the Women’s
Business Centers program and $400,000 intended for
Veterans Outreach programs.

Norman (SC) #42 Reduces the Presidential Allowance amount by



$4.796 million and transfers that money to the
spending reduction account.

Norton (DC),
Rohrabacher (CA),
Lee, Barbara (CA),
Blumenauer (OR)

#1 Permits the District of Columbia to spend its local
funds to regulate and tax recreational marijuana.

Norton (DC), Lee,
Barbara (CA)

#2 Permits the District of Columbia to spend its local
funds on abortion services.

Norton (DC),
Blumenauer (OR),
DeSaulnier (CA)

#3 Strikes the repeal of the District of Columbia’s Death
with Dignity Act of 2016, and permits the District to
spend its local funds to enact laws or regulations
related to medical aid in dying.

Norton (DC), Ryan,
Tim (OH), Lee,
Barbara (CA)

#4 Permits the District of Columbia to spend its local
funds to carry out its Reproductive Health Non-
Discrimination Amendment Act of 2014.

Norton (DC),
Connolly (VA),
Raskin (MD)

#5 Extends the availability of identity protection
coverage to individuals whose personally identifiable
information was compromised during recent data
breaches at Federal agencies.

Norton (DC) #6 Strikes the repeal of the District of Columbia’s Local
Budget Autonomy Amendment Act of 2012.

Palazzo (MS) #15 Designates a 25m increase to CDFI programs.

Palmer (AL),
Sanford (SC),
Meadows (NC)

#39 REVISED Prohibits funds from being used to carry out
the District of Columbia’s Minimum Wage
Amendment Act of 2017, also known as Initiative 77.

Palmer (AL),
Walker (NC),
Meadows (NC)

#40 REVISED Prohibits funds from being used to carry out
the District of Columbia’s Health Insurance
Requirement Amendment Act of 2018.

Peters, Scott (CA) #46 WITHDRAWN Prohibits funds from being used to
implement Executive Orders 13836, 13837, 13839,
relating to federal workers.

Polis (CO) #73 LATE Provides funding for the SBA to do technical
assistance, training and education about the 7(a)(15)
employee-ownership loan guarantee program.

Rosen (NV), Yoho
(FL)

#27 Prohibits the use of funds for a government
contribution for the retirement benefits of any
Member of Congress who has been convicted of a
felony under the laws of a State or the United States.

Rothfus (PA) #69 LATE Prohibits the funds from being used to seize



property as a means of enforcing the liability
provisions of the District of Columbia individual
mandate.

Scott, Bobby (VA),
Cummings (MD),
Cicilline (RI)

#55 Prohibits the use of funds by the Office of Personnel
Management or any other executive branch agency
for the development, promulgation, modification, or
implementation of any rule which would remove
administrative law judges from the competitive
service or place such administrative law judges in the
excepted service.

Serrano (NY),
Price, David (NC),
Welch (VT)

#43 Revokes the FCC’s 2018 rules relating to “Restoring
Internet Freedom.” Restores the FCC’s 2015 rules on
Net Neutrality and prevents the FCC from from
repealing, revoking, amending, or otherwise
modifying those rules.

Sewell (AL) #57 Increases funding for Judiciary Capital Security under
the Repairs and Alterations account of the Federal
Building Fund by $8,500,000.

Soto (FL) #49 Allows individuals authorized to be employed in the
United States pursuant to the Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals Program to be eligible for paid
employment with the U.S. House of Representatives
or the U.S. Senate.

Soto (FL) #50 Allows individuals authorized to be employed in the
United States pursuant to the Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals Program to be eligible for paid
employment with the federal government.

Soto (FL) #51 Increases funding for Tax Counseling for the Elderly
by $1 million.

Soto (FL) #52 Increases funding for the Department of Treasury’s
Cybersecurity Enhancement Account by $500,000 to
further strengthen cybersecurity at Treasury and the
nation’s financial infrastructure.

Soto (FL) #53 Increases funding for the IRS’s identify theft and
refund fraud casework program by $500,000.

Wasserman
Schultz (FL)

#8 Strikes section 112, which would prohibit the use of
funds for the IRS to make a determination that a
church or association of churches is not exempt from
taxation for participating in political campaigns or on



behalf of candidates for public office.

Wasserman
Schultz (FL), Pocan
(WI)

#11 Prohibits funds from this or any other Act from being
used to prevent a Member of Congress from
entering, for the purpose of conducting oversight,
any facility in the United States used for purposes of
detaining or otherwise housing foreign national
minors.

Waters (CA) #13 Strikes financial services-related policy riders (section
133, section 628, and title IX of division B).

Young, Don (AK),
Moore, Gwen
(WI), Hanabusa
(HI), Gabbard (HI)

#9 Increases funding for the Community Development
Financial Institutions (CDFI) Native American CDFI
Assistance (NACA) Program by $3 million.

Zeldin (NY),
DeLauro (CT), Rice,
Kathleen (NY),
Courtney (CT),
Suozzi (NY), Faso
(NY)

#21 Prohibits funds from being used by the GSA to market
or sell Plum Island, NY.

Zeldin (NY),
Reichert (WA),
Fitzpatrick (PA),
Stefanik (NY),
Costello (PA),
Smith, Christopher
(NJ), Faso (NY)

#22 Reauthorizes the Land and Water Conservation Fund
(LWCF)
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Aguilar (CA) #16 Specifies that individuals covered by the Deferred Action 
for Childhood Arrivals program are eligible for federal 
government employment. 

Bordallo (GU) #14 Provides appropriations for the Guam War Claims program 
for the victims of the occupation of Guam during World 
War II. 

Brooks (AL), 
Duncan (SC), 
Biggs (AZ), Gosar 
(AZ) 

#60 Prohibits funds appropriated under this act from being made 
available to any state or local government that is designated 
a Sanctuary jurisdiction through noncompliance of Section 
642 of the Immigration Reform and Immigrant 
Responsibility Act of 1996 (8 U.S.C. 1373). 

Budd (NC) #66 LATE Instructs the Secretary of the Treasury to issue 
regulations to make the ruling of the Financial Crimes 
Enforcement Network titled ‘‘Beneficial Ownership 
Requirements for Legal Entity Customers of Certain 
Financial Products and Services with Automatic Rollovers 
or Renewals’’ (FIN-2018-R002) permanent. 

Budd (NC) #67 LATE Prohibits funds from being used to implement the 
regulation titled “Accounting Standards Update No. 2016-
13, titled Financial Instruments—Credit Losses.”  

Capuano (MA) #35 Strikes Section 628 which prohibits the SEC from 
promulgating a political spending disclosure rule.  

Carbajal (CA) #64 Strikes Section 125, which prevents the IRS from issuing 
guidance to more clearly define political activity for 
501(c)(4) organizations. 

Cohen (TN) #36 Prohibits the use of funds to enter into any new contract, 
grant, or cooperative agreement with any Trump related 
business listed in the President Trump’s Annual Financial 
Disclosure Report submitted to the Office of Government 
Ethics as well as certain Trump related properties listed on 
the Trump Organization’s website. The specific properties 
are listed in the amendment. 



Cohen (TN) #37 Prohibits the use of funds to enter into any new contract, 
grant, or cooperative agreement with any Trump related 
business listed in the President Trump’s Annual Financial 
Disclosure Report submitted to the Office of Government 
Ethics. The specific properties are listed in the amendment. 

Comstock (VA) #56 REVISED Provides resources to assist communities in the 
fight against widespread drug trafficking through the High 
Intensity Drug Trafficking Area program. 

DeSantis (FL) #41 Prevents the funds made available by this Act from being 
used by the FTC to implement activities substantially similar 
to the FDIC's "Operation Choke Point."  

DeSaulnier (CA) #10 Provides that no such funds for the Executive Office of the 
President may be spent at any properties or businesses 
owned by or affiliated with President Trump and his family 

DeSaulnier (CA), 
Lee, Barbara 
(CA) 

#47 Ensures no such funds may be used for the consolidation or 
closure of any post office in a historic building.  

Duncan (SC), 
Brooks (AL), 
Biggs (AZ) 

#38 Prevents funds from going to local governments that permit 
individuals who are not citizens of the United States to vote 
in elections for state or local office.  

Emmer (MN) #75 LATE Prohibits funds from being used to require a tax-
exempt organization to disclose the name, address, or other 
personal identifying information of a contributor. 

Gallego (AZ) #68 LATE Ensures none of the funds made available by this Act 
may be used by the Internal Revenue Service to alter or 
destroy personal or corporate tax returns, including 
accompanying schedules and documents, filed by the 
President of the United States 

Gianforte (MT) #63 Prohibits the collection of small debts for oil spill clean up 
from counties who have not received proper direction from 
the treasury, or prompt response from the Justice 
Department. 

Graves, Garret 
(LA), Kennedy 
(MA) 

#34 Provides that funds may be made available for the 
development of a uniform electronic release form and 
authentication system.  

Heck, Denny 
(WA), 
Blumenauer 
(OR), Lee, 
Barbara (CA), 
Perlmutter (CO), 
Polis (CO), Titus 
(NV), Young, Don 

#45 Prohibits funds from being used to penalize a financial 
institution for serving a legitimate marijuana business. 



(AK), Rosen (NV), 
Lewis, Jason 
(MN), Gaetz (FL), 
Rohrabacher 
(CA), McClintock 
(CA), Huffman 
(CA), Pingree 
(ME), McCollum 
(MN), Gabbard 
(HI), Norton (DC) 

Jackson Lee (TX) #74 LATE Prohibits funds to be used to house migrant children 
who have been involuntarily separated from family members 
or responsible adults.  

Kilmer (WA) #65 LATE REVISED Enhances transparency and 
accountability for online political advertisements by 
requiring those who purchase and publish such ads to 
disclose information about the advertisements to the public. 

Krishnamoorthi 
(IL) 

#18 Ensures level funding to the Community Development 
Financial Institutions Fund, which provide loans, 
investments, financial services, and technical assistance to 
underserved communities.  

Krishnamoorthi 
(IL) 

#19 Strikes language that bars the SEC from using any funds to 
issue a rule, regulation, or order regarding the disclosure of 
political contributions, contributions to tax exempt 
organizations, or dues paid to trade associations. 

Krishnamoorthi 
(IL) 

#20 Requires the IRS to include "recent changes to the federal 
tax law" as a part of its employee ethics training program. 

Kustoff (TN) #54 Increases funding to the High Intensity Drug Trafficking 
Areas program by $10 million and reduces the General 
Services Administration’s rental of space allocation by $10 
million. 

Larson, John 
(CT), Courtney 
(CT) 

#58 Provides funding within the Department of the Treasury, 
Departmental Office ($100,000 from the proposed 
$208,751,000) towards a study, led by Treasury with the 
participation of relevant regulators, to examine the financial 
impact of the mineral pyrrhotite in concrete home 
foundations. The study should provide recommendations on 
regulatory and legislative actions needed to help mitigate 
impact on banks, mortgage lenders, tax revenues, and 
homeowners. 

Larson, John 
(CT), Courtney 
(CT) 

#61 Provides funding to the Internal Revenue Service for 
taxpayer services ($20,000,000) to assist taxpayers generally 
and those taking a casualty loss deduction with the guidance 
of Revenue Procedures 2017-60 and 2018-14. 



Larson, John 
(CT), Courtney 
(CT) 

#62 Provides funding to the Internal Revenue Service for 
taxpayer services ($100,000) to assist taxpayers taking a 
casualty loss deduction with the guidance of Revenue 
Procedures 2017-60 and 2018-14. 

Lawrence (MI) #28 Prevents the Treasury’s Postal Task Force from using funds 
to promote postal service privatization. 

Lawrence (MI) #29 Provides that any Task Force of which OMB is a member 
must respond to Congressional oversight inquiries. 

Lawrence (MI) #30 Requires OMB to notify Congress of federal workforce 
reductions under its Government-wide Reform Plan. 

Lawrence (MI) #31 Prevents OMB from using funds for regulations that exclude 
indirect benefits from cost-benefit analyses. 

Lewis, John (GA) #48 Strikes section 112 of Division B and restores the integrity 
and intent of the Johnson Amendment.  

Lieu (CA), 
Gallego (AZ), 
Welch (VT) 

#26 Provides that none of the funds made available in this 
Division may be used to make a payment to or reimburse 
expenses incurred at Trump Organization properties.  

Lowenthal (CA) #70 LATE Ensures none of the funds made available by this Act 
may be used by the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau 
to repeal or modify 12 CFR 1041 adopted in 2017 to curb 
unfair and abusive practices of certain lenders to make 
covered short-term or longer-term balloon-payment loans, 
including payday and vehicle title loans.  

Lowey (NY) #7 Removes the prohibition on qualified multi-state health 
insurance plans from covering a full range of reproductive 
health services. 

Lujan Grisham 
(NM) 

#12 Increases funding for Community Development Financial 
Institutions (CDFIs) by $5 million. Decreases the General 
Services Administration Federal Buildings Fund by $5 
million. 

Lynch (MA) #71 REVISED Increases funding for the Privacy and Civil 
Liberties Oversight Board by $3 Million. 

Maloney, Carolyn 
(NY), Delaney 
(MD), Young, 
Don (AK), 
Hanabusa (HI) 

#44 Increases funding for the Community Development 
Financial Institutions Fund Program Account by $34 million 
with an offset.  

McHenry (NC) #76 LATE Prohibits any taxpayer funds from going to support 
the Post Service's efforts to (1) expand or enhance financial 
services products, or (2) carry out any pilot programs or task 
forces created between the union and the Post Service 
involving financial products or services. 



Meadows (NC) #23 WITHDRAWN Prohibits Federal Funds from being used 
by the District of Columbia to impose an individual health 
insurance mandate in the nation's capital.  

Meadows (NC) #24 WITHDRAWN Prohibits Federal Funds from being used 
by the District of Columbia to carry out Initiative 77, which 
would abolish the tipped minimum wage for restaurant 
servers.  

Meadows (NC) #25 Prohibits Federal Funds from being used by the Office of 
Personnel Management to administer the Multi-State Plan 
program.  

Moore, Gwen 
(WI) 

#17 Increases CDFI funding by $30 million.  

Moore, Gwen 
(WI) 

#72 LATE Blocks funding for any efforts to interfere with 
adequately funding the National Housing Trust Fund.  

Murphy, 
Stephanie (FL) 

#32 Increases funding for Small Business Administration, 
Entrepreneurial Development Programs by $600,000, with 
the increase intended for the Women’s Business Centers 
program. Reduces funding for the Department of the 
Treasury, Departmental Offices, Salaries and Expenses by 
$600,000. 

Murphy, 
Stephanie (FL) 

#33 Increases funding for Small Business Administration, 
Entrepreneurial Development Programs by $400,000, with 
the increase intended for Veterans Outreach programs 
(Boots to Business, Veterans Business Outreach Centers, 
Veteran Women Igniting the Spirit of Entrepreneurship, 
Entrepreneurship Bootcamp for Veterans with Disabilities, 
and Boots to Business reboot). Reduces funding for the 
Department of the Treasury, Departmental Offices, Salaries 
and Expenses by $400,000. 

Murphy, 
Stephanie (FL) 

#59 Reduces funding for Small Business Administration, 
Entrepreneurial Development Programs by $1 million, and 
increases it by the same amount, with $600,000 of the 
increase intended for the Women’s Business Centers 
program and $400,000 intended for Veterans Outreach 
programs.  

Norman (SC) #42 Reduces the Presidential Allowance amount by $4.796 
million and transfers that money to the spending reduction 
account. 

Norton (DC), 
Rohrabacher 
(CA), Lee, 
Barbara (CA), 
Blumenauer (OR) 

#1 Permits the District of Columbia to spend its local funds to 
regulate and tax recreational marijuana. 



Norton (DC), Lee, 
Barbara (CA) 

#2 Permits the District of Columbia to spend its local funds on 
abortion services. 

Norton (DC), 
Blumenauer 
(OR), DeSaulnier 
(CA) 

#3 Strikes the repeal of the District of Columbia’s Death with 
Dignity Act of 2016, and permits the District to spend its 
local funds to enact laws or regulations related to medical 
aid in dying. 

Norton (DC), 
Ryan, Tim (OH), 
Lee, Barbara 
(CA) 

#4 Permits the District of Columbia to spend its local funds to 
carry out its Reproductive Health Non-Discrimination 
Amendment Act of 2014. 

Norton (DC), 
Connolly (VA), 
Raskin (MD) 

#5 Extends the availability of identity protection coverage to 
individuals whose personally identifiable information was 
compromised during recent data breaches at Federal 
agencies. 

Norton (DC) #6 Strikes the repeal of the District of Columbia’s Local Budget 
Autonomy Amendment Act of 2012. 

Palazzo (MS) #15 Designates a 25m increase to CDFI programs. 
Palmer (AL), 
Sanford (SC), 
Meadows (NC) 

#39 REVISED Prohibits funds from being used to carry out the 
District of Columbia’s Minimum Wage Amendment Act of 
2017, also known as Initiative 77. 

Palmer (AL), 
Walker (NC), 
Meadows (NC) 

#40 REVISED Prohibits funds from being used to carry out the 
District of Columbia’s Health Insurance Requirement 
Amendment Act of 2018. 

Peters, Scott (CA) #46 WITHDRAWN Prohibits funds from being used to 
implement Executive Orders 13836, 13837, 13839, relating 
to federal workers.  

Polis (CO) #73 LATE Provides funding for the SBA to do technical 
assistance, training and education about the 7(a)(15) 
employee-ownership loan guarantee program. 

Rosen (NV), Yoho 
(FL) 

#27 Prohibits the use of funds for a government contribution for 
the retirement benefits of any Member of Congress who has 
been convicted of a felony under the laws of a State or the 
United States. 

Rothfus (PA) #69 LATE Prohibits the funds from being used to seize property 
as a means of enforcing the liability provisions of the 
District of Columbia individual mandate. 

Scott, Bobby 
(VA), Cummings 
(MD), Cicilline 
(RI) 

#55 Prohibits the use of funds by the Office of Personnel 
Management or any other executive branch agency for the 
development, promulgation, modification, or 
implementation of any rule which would remove 
administrative law judges from the competitive service or 
place such administrative law judges in the excepted service. 



Serrano (NY), 
Price, David (NC), 
Welch (VT) 

#43 Revokes the FCC’s 2018 rules relating to “Restoring 
Internet Freedom.” Restores the FCC’s 2015 rules on Net 
Neutrality and prevents the FCC from from repealing, 
revoking, amending, or otherwise modifying those rules.  

Sewell (AL) #57 Increases funding for Judiciary Capital Security under the 
Repairs and Alterations account of the Federal Building 
Fund by $8,500,000. 

Soto (FL) #49 Allows individuals authorized to be employed in the United 
States pursuant to the Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals Program to be eligible for paid employment with 
the U.S. House of Representatives or the U.S. Senate. 

Soto (FL) #50 Allows individuals authorized to be employed in the United 
States pursuant to the Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals Program to be eligible for paid employment with 
the federal government. 

Soto (FL) #51 Increases funding for Tax Counseling for the Elderly by $1 
million.  

Soto (FL) #52 Increases funding for the Department of Treasury’s 
Cybersecurity Enhancement Account by $500,000 to further 
strengthen cybersecurity at Treasury and the nation’s 
financial infrastructure.  

Soto (FL) #53 Increases funding for the IRS’s identify theft and refund 
fraud casework program by $500,000. 

Wasserman 
Schultz (FL) 

#8 Strikes section 112, which would prohibit the use of funds 
for the IRS to make a determination that a church or 
association of churches is not exempt from taxation for 
participating in political campaigns or on behalf of 
candidates for public office. 

Wasserman 
Schultz (FL), 
Pocan (WI) 

#11 Prohibits funds from this or any other Act from being used 
to prevent a Member of Congress from entering, for the 
purpose of conducting oversight, any facility in the United 
States used for purposes of detaining or otherwise housing 
foreign national minors. 

Waters (CA) #13 Strikes financial services-related policy riders (section 133, 
section 628, and title IX of division B).  

Young, Don (AK), 
Moore, Gwen 
(WI), Hanabusa 
(HI), Gabbard 
(HI) 

#9 Increases funding for the Community Development 
Financial Institutions (CDFI) Native American CDFI 
Assistance (NACA) Program by $3 million. 

Zeldin (NY), 
DeLauro (CT), 
Rice, Kathleen 

#21 Prohibits funds from being used by the GSA to market or 
sell Plum Island, NY.  



(NY), Courtney 
(CT), Suozzi 
(NY), Faso (NY) 

Zeldin (NY), 
Reichert (WA), 
Fitzpatrick (PA), 
Stefanik (NY), 
Costello (PA), 
Smith, 
Christopher (NJ), 
Faso (NY) 

#22 Reauthorizes the Land and Water Conservation Fund 
(LWCF)  

 

 



From: Margaret Everson
To: greg j sheehan@fws.gov
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Fwd: Ducks Unlimited, NWTF applaud reversal of GMO crop ban
Date: Thursday, August 2, 2018 7:08:19 PM

-----
Margaret Everson
571.274.6236

Begin forwarded message:

From: Gregg Powers <gpowers@ducks.org>
Date: August 2, 2018 at 6:17:54 PM CDT
To: Everybody <everybody@ducks.org>
Subject: Ducks Unlimited, NWTF applaud reversal of GMO crop ban

This news release was sent to national media today.
 
From: Gregg Powers <gpowers@ducks.org> 
Sent: Thursday, August 2, 2018 6:15 PM
To: Gregg Powers <gpowers@ducks.org>
Subject: Ducks Unlimited, NWTF applaud reversal of GMO crop ban
 

 

 

 

Ducks Unlimited, NWTF applaud reversal of GMO crop ban

USFWS order allows GMO crops on national wildlife refuges

 

Read release online »

MEMPHIS, Tennessee – Aug. 2, 2018 – Ducks Unlimited (DU) and the National



Wild Turkey Federation (NWTF) applaud today's reversal of a U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service (USFWS) order banning GMO (genetically modified organism)
crops on national wildlife refuges.

The ban, announced in 2014, significantly decreased food availability and
management options for waterfowl and other wildlife.

“Ducks Unlimited and the NWTF advocate for science-based decision making,”
said Ducks Unlimited CEO Dale Hall. “That includes bringing attention to
decisions that restrict effective wildlife management and were clearly not based
on science. We are pleased the USFWS reversed this decision and restored this
essential tool for waterfowl and wildlife management to our National Wildlife
Refuges.”

The rhetoric surrounding GMOs was used as the reason for effectively canceling
this program. While there is no consensus that GMO crops are dangerous to
human health, there are concerns about chemical use in farming operations, which
are needed to effectively produce quality crops. However, to safeguard against the
use of any chemicals dangerous to wildlife, refuges are required to submit a
pesticide use proposal for approval by contaminant specialists in the USFWS.
Through this process, potential threats to people or wildlife will be fully
addressed.

“We applaud the Service’s recognition that their farming practices must stay
current with common products and technology to sustain wildlife populations the
refuge system was created to conserve,” said NWTF CEO Becky Humphries.

Due to the reversal, the National Wildlife Refuge System will now determine
when GMO crops should be used on a case-by-case basis.

Ducks Unlimited Inc. is the world's largest nonprofit organization dedicated to conserving North
America's continually disappearing waterfowl habitats. Established in 1937, Ducks Unlimited has
conserved more than 14 million acres thanks to contributions from more than a million supporters across
the continent. Guided by science and dedicated to program efficiency, DU works toward the vision of
wetlands sufficient to fill the skies with waterfowl today, tomorrow and forever. For more information on
our work, visit www.ducks.org.

About the National Wild Turkey Federation
When the National Wild Turkey Federation was founded in 1973, there were about 1.3 million wild
turkeys in North America. After decades of work, that number hit a historic high of almost 7 million
turkeys. To succeed, the NWTF stood behind science-based conservation and hunters’ rights. Today, the
NWTF is focused on the future of hunting and conservation through its Save the Habitat. Save the Hunt.
initiative – a charge that mobilizes science, fundraising and devoted volunteers to conserve or enhance
more than 4 million acres of essential wildlife habitat, recruit at least 1.5 million hunters and open access
to 500,000 acres for hunting. For more information, visit NWTF.org.
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From: Nick Wiley
To: Greg Sheehan
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Fwd: Ducks Unlimited, NWTF applaud reversal of GMO crop ban
Date: Thursday, August 2, 2018 6:27:06 PM

Nick Wiley
Ducks Unlimited, Inc.

Begin forwarded message:

From: Gregg Powers <gpowers@ducks.org>
Date: August 2, 2018 at 6:17:54 PM CDT
To: Everybody <everybody@ducks.org>
Subject: Ducks Unlimited, NWTF applaud reversal of GMO crop ban

This news release was sent to national media today.
 
From: Gregg Powers <gpowers@ducks.org> 
Sent: Thursday, August 2, 2018 6:15 PM
To: Gregg Powers <gpowers@ducks.org>
Subject: Ducks Unlimited, NWTF applaud reversal of GMO crop ban
 

 

 

 

Ducks Unlimited, NWTF applaud reversal of GMO crop ban

USFWS order allows GMO crops on national wildlife refuges

 

Read release online »

MEMPHIS, Tennessee – Aug. 2, 2018 – Ducks Unlimited (DU) and the National
Wild Turkey Federation (NWTF) applaud today's reversal of a U.S. Fish and



Wildlife Service (USFWS) order banning GMO (genetically modified organism)
crops on national wildlife refuges.

The ban, announced in 2014, significantly decreased food availability and
management options for waterfowl and other wildlife.

“Ducks Unlimited and the NWTF advocate for science-based decision making,”
said Ducks Unlimited CEO Dale Hall. “That includes bringing attention to
decisions that restrict effective wildlife management and were clearly not based
on science. We are pleased the USFWS reversed this decision and restored this
essential tool for waterfowl and wildlife management to our National Wildlife
Refuges.”

The rhetoric surrounding GMOs was used as the reason for effectively canceling
this program. While there is no consensus that GMO crops are dangerous to
human health, there are concerns about chemical use in farming operations, which
are needed to effectively produce quality crops. However, to safeguard against the
use of any chemicals dangerous to wildlife, refuges are required to submit a
pesticide use proposal for approval by contaminant specialists in the USFWS.
Through this process, potential threats to people or wildlife will be fully
addressed.

“We applaud the Service’s recognition that their farming practices must stay
current with common products and technology to sustain wildlife populations the
refuge system was created to conserve,” said NWTF CEO Becky Humphries.

Due to the reversal, the National Wildlife Refuge System will now determine
when GMO crops should be used on a case-by-case basis.

Ducks Unlimited Inc. is the world's largest nonprofit organization dedicated to conserving North
America's continually disappearing waterfowl habitats. Established in 1937, Ducks Unlimited has
conserved more than 14 million acres thanks to contributions from more than a million supporters across
the continent. Guided by science and dedicated to program efficiency, DU works toward the vision of
wetlands sufficient to fill the skies with waterfowl today, tomorrow and forever. For more information on
our work, visit www.ducks.org.

About the National Wild Turkey Federation
When the National Wild Turkey Federation was founded in 1973, there were about 1.3 million wild
turkeys in North America. After decades of work, that number hit a historic high of almost 7 million
turkeys. To succeed, the NWTF stood behind science-based conservation and hunters’ rights. Today, the
NWTF is focused on the future of hunting and conservation through its Save the Habitat. Save the Hunt.
initiative – a charge that mobilizes science, fundraising and devoted volunteers to conserve or enhance
more than 4 million acres of essential wildlife habitat, recruit at least 1.5 million hunters and open access
to 500,000 acres for hunting. For more information, visit NWTF.org.
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From: John Devney
To: Greg Sheehan
Cc: Mitch Butler (mitchbutler@naturalresourceresults.com)
Subject: [EXTERNAL] GMO Refuges
Date: Wednesday, August 1, 2018 10:47:13 PM
Attachments: GMO Refuges.xlsx

Greg,
 
I hope this note finds you well and hopefully finding at least a bit of time to get a little fishing in!
 
Greg, during our last visit we discussed your desire to do a review towards new policy to return to
the use of GMO crops on refuges. I have been doing some inquiries since and have compiled a list
for your consideration. I will note that this issue was a bit harder to “source” than the candidate
Refuges for increased access and needed infrastructure, but I do hope this will be useful. You will see
pretty good geographic distribution here of high value waterfowl refuges.
 
If we can be of any further service to you on the topic, please let us know-thanks!

John
 
 

John Devney
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT
o: 701-222-8857, ext. 218  c: 701-471-4235 
a: 1312 Basin Ave, Bismarck, ND 58504
 
Delta Waterfowl
The Duck Hunters Organization™
DeltaWaterfowl.org

 
 
“….we must remember that the fate of waterfowl will always rest in the hands of the
landowner” H.A. Hochbaum 1958
"Conservation will ultimately boil down to rewarding the private landowner who conserves
the public interest." Aldo Leopold
 



Santee NWR South Carolina
Pocosin Lakes NWR North Carolina 
Swan Lake NWR Missouri
Theodore Roosevelt National Wildlife Refuge Complex Mississippi
Red River NWR Louisiana 
Tensas NWR Louisiana 
Lake Ophelia NWR Louisiana 
Lacassine NWR Louisiana 
Grand Cote NWR Louisiana 
Bald Knob NWR Arkansas
Felsenthal NWR Arkansas
White River NWR Arkansas
Crab Orchard NWR Illinois
Two Rivers NWR Illinois
Emiquon NWR Illinois
Prime Hook NWR Delaware
Bombay Hook NWR Delaware
Montezuma NWR New York
Iroquouis NWR New York



From: Hannah Connor
To: exsec@ios.doi.gov; Gregory Sheehan@fws.gov
Cc: George Kimbrell (gkimbrell@centerforfoodsafety.org)
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Notice of Intent to Sue for Violations of the Endangered Species Act
Date: Wednesday, August 8, 2018 11:46:20 AM
Attachments: NOI on Neonic-GMO Directive on FWS Wildlife Refuges.pdf

Secretary Zinke and Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:
 
On behalf of the Center for Biological Diversity and Center for Food Safety (jointly “the
Centers”), we are providing notice pursuant to Section 11(g) of the Endangered Species Act
(“ESA” or “Act”), 16 U.S.C. §1540(g)(2)(A)(i), that the United States Fish and Wildlife
Service (“FWS”) is in violation of Section 7 of the ESA, 16 U.S.C. §1536, for failing to ensure
that its action withdrawing the prohibition on the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically engineered (“GE”) crops on national wildlife refuges will not jeopardize the
continued existence of threatened and endangered species.
 
On August 2, 2018, Principal Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
decision that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and GE
crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System (“Refuge System”). As a result of this agency
action, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops may now be used
immediately on national wildlife refuges throughout the country.
 
Pesticides—including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune—are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping plover
(Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service’s resumption of neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.
 
If the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service does not act within 60 days to correct the violations
described in this letter, the Centers will initiate litigation in a federal court to resolve this
matter.  If you have any questions, believe any of the information contained above is in error,
or would like to discuss how to resolve these ongoing violations of the ESA without the need
for litigation, please do not hesitate to contact Hannah Connor at
hconnor@biologicaldiversity.org or (202) 681-1676, or George Kimbrell at
gkimbrell@centerforfoodsafety.org or 971-271-7372.
 
Thank you,
 
Hannah Connor
Senior Attorney



Center for Biological Diversity
(202) 681-1676
www.biologicaldiversity.org
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Via Certified and Electronic Mail 

 

August 8, 2018 

 

The Honorable Ryan Zinke 

Secretary 

U.S. Department of the Interior 

1849 C Street, NW 

Washington, DC 20240 

exsec@ios.doi.gov 

 

Gregory Sheehan 

Principal Deputy Director 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

1849 C Street, NW 

Washington, DC 20240 

Gregory_Sheehan@fws.gov 

 

Re:  Notice of Intent to Sue for Violations of the Endangered Species Act Regarding 

August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in “Use of Agricultural 

Practices in Wildlife Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System” (July 17, 

2014)  
 

Secretary Zinke and Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:  

 

On behalf of the Center for Biological Diversity and Center for Food Safety (jointly “the 

Centers”), we are providing notice pursuant to Section 11(g) of the Endangered Species Act 

(“ESA” or “Act”), 16 U.S.C. §1540(g)(2)(A)(i), that the United States Fish and Wildlife Service 

(“FWS”) is in violation of Section 7 of the ESA, 16 U.S.C. §1536, for failing to ensure that its 

action withdrawing the prohibition on the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and genetically 

engineered (“GE”) crops on national wildlife refuges will not jeopardize the continued existence 

of threatened and endangered species. 

 

On August 2, 2018, Principal Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS 

decision that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and GE 

crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System (“Refuge System”). As a result of this agency 
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action, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops may now be used 

immediately on national wildlife refuges throughout the country.  

 

Pesticides—including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically 

engineered to be immune—are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and their 

use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled wildlife 

seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception. Endangered and 

threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying beetle 

(Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis grisescens), 

Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly mussel 

(Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping plover 

(Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker (Picoides 

borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes brevirostris), 

southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley elderberry longhorn 

beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the Service’s resumption 

of neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops use in the Refuge System. By rescinding its 2014 

decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to endangered and threatened 

species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act. 

 

The Center for Biological Diversity is a nonprofit, public interest corporation with approximately 

1.6 million members and supporters throughout the United States. The Center for Biological 

Diversity and its members are dedicated to protecting diverse native species and habitats through 

science, policy, education, and law. Its Environmental Health program seeks to address the 

harmful impacts of pesticides and toxic chemicals on people and the environment.    

 

The Center for Food Safety (“CFS”) is a public interest, nonprofit, membership organization 

founded in 1997, representing over 950,000 members from every state in the country. CFS’s 

fundamental mission is to protect food, farmers, and the environment from the harms of 

industrial agriculture. CFS has flagship programs on improving the oversight and addressing the 

adverse impacts of both GE crops and neonicotinoids pesticides. Pursuant to these programs and 

its overall mission, since 2004 CFS has worked to reduce the threats to national wildlife refuges 

from GE crops and associated pesticide use. 

 

Members of the Centers are and will be harmed by FWS’s continuing failures to take meaningful 

action to protect threatened and endangered species and the Refuge System’s vital natural 

heritage.  

 

LEGAL BACKGROUND 

 

Congress enacted the ESA in 1973 to provide for the conservation of endangered and threatened 

fish, wildlife, plants, and their natural habitats.
1
 The ESA is to provide, in part, a “means 

whereby the ecosystems upon which endangered species and threatened species depend may be 

conserved . . . [and] a program for the conservation of such endangered species and threatened 

                                                 
1
 16 U.S.C. §§ 1531, 1532. 
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species.”
2
 The ESA vests primary responsibility for administering and enforcing the statute with 

the Secretaries of Commerce and Interior, who have delegated this responsibility to the National 

Marine Fisheries Service and FWS (collectively the “Services”).
3
  

 

Section 2(c) of the ESA establishes that it is “the policy of Congress that all Federal departments 

and agencies shall seek to conserve endangered species and threatened species and shall utilize 

their authorities in furtherance of the purposes of this Act.”
4
 The ESA defines “conservation” to 

mean “the use of all methods and procedures which are necessary to bring any endangered 

species or threatened species to the point at which the measures provided pursuant to this Act are 

no longer necessary.”
5
 Similarly, Section 7(a)(1) of the ESA directs that federal agencies, such as 

FWS, “shall, in consultation with and with the assistance of the Secretary, utilize their authorities 

in furtherance of the purposes of this chapter by carrying out programs for the conservation of 

endangered species and threatened species.”
6
  

 

In order to fulfill the substantive purposes of the ESA, federal agencies are required to engage in 

consultation with the Services to “insure that any action authorized, funded, or carried out by 

such agency . . . is not likely to jeopardize the continued existence of any endangered species or 

threatened species or result in the adverse modification of habitat of such species.”
7
  

  

Section 7 consultation is required for “any action [that] may affect listed species or critical 

habitat.”
8
 Agency “action” is broadly defined in the ESA’s implementing regulations to include 

“all activities . . . of any kind authorized, funded, or carried out, in whole or in part, by Federal 

agencies.”
9
 The Services’ regulations provide the following examples of agency actions:  

 

(a) actions intended to conserve listed species or their habitat;  

(b) the promulgation of regulations; 

(c) granting of licenses, contracts, leases, easements, rights-of-way, permits, or grants-in-aid; 

or 

(d) actions directly or indirectly causing modifications to the land, water, or air.
10

  

 

At the completion of consultation, the Service must issue a biological opinion that determines 

whether the agency action is likely to jeopardize the species or adversely affect its critical 

habitat. If jeopardy, or adverse modification or destruction of critical habitat, is found, then the 

biological opinion must specify reasonable and prudent alternatives that will avoid jeopardy and 

allow the agency to proceed with the action.
11

 Where an action does not jeopardize a listed 

species or adversely modify or destroy critical habitat, the Services must provide an incidental 

                                                 
2
 16 U.S.C. §§ 1531-1544; 16 U.S.C. § 1531(b). 

3
 50 C.F.R. § 402.01(b). 

4
 16 U.S.C. § 1531(c)(1). 

5
 16 U.S.C. § 1532(3). 

6
 16 U.S.C. § 1536(a)(1). 

7
 Id. 

8
 50 C.F.R. § 402.14. 

9
 50 C.F.R. § 402.02. 

10
 Id. 

11
 16 U.S.C. § 1536(b). 
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take statement (“ITS”) and must also provide reasonable and prudent measures to minimize the 

impact of any taking of listed species.
12

  

 

FWS is subject to the ESA’s Section 7 requirements. Section 7 requires that FWS consult on any 

agency action “in which there is discretionary Federal involvement or control.”
13

 ESA Section 7 

compliance is achieved through intra-Service consultations and conferences, processes by which 

FWS consults or confers on actions that may affect listed and proposed species. FWS’s 

rescission of the 2014 memorandum and resumption of activities allowing neonicotinoid 

pesticide use and the planting of GE crops qualifies as an agency action over which FWS 

exercises considerable discretionary involvement and control.
14

 FWS further has ample 

discretion in administering the Refuge System “to consider the protection of threatened or 

endangered species as an end in itself.”
15

 

 

Section 7(d) of the ESA provides that once a federal agency initiates consultation, the agency, as 

well as any applicant for a federal permit, “shall not make any irreversible or irretrievable 

commitment of resources with respect to the agency action which has the effect of foreclosing 

the formulation or implementation of any reasonable and prudent alternative measures which 

would not violate subsection (a)(2) of this section.”
16

 The Section 7(d) prohibitions remain in 

effect throughout the consultation period and until the federal agency has satisfied its obligations 

under Section 7(a)(2) to ensure that no actions are taken in the meantime that will jeopardize the 

species or result in an adverse modification of its critical habitat. 

 

Section 9 of the ESA prohibits any person, including any federal agency, from “taking” any 

listed species without proper authorization through a valid incidental take permit.
17

 The term 

“take” is statutorily defined broadly as “to harass, harm, pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, kill, trap, 

capture, or collect, or to attempt to engage in any such conduct.”
18

 “Harm” in the definition of 

“take” in the Act has been additionally defined broadly as “an act which actually kills or injures 

wildlife. Such act may include significant habitat modification or degradation where it actually 

kills or injures wildlife by significantly impairing essential behavioral patterns, including 

breeding, feeding or sheltering.”
19

 Courts have found federal agencies liable for unlawful take of 

listed species where agency-authorized activities resulted in the killing or harming of such 

species.
20

 

 

 

 

                                                 
12

 50 C.F.R. § 402.14. 
13

 50 C.F.R. § 402.03. 
14

 50 C.F.R. § 402.02 (defining “action”). 
15

 Florida Key Deer v. Paulison, 522 F.3d 1133, 1141 (11th Cir. 2008) (citing Nat’l Ass’n of Home Builders v. 

Defenders of Wildlife, 551 U.S. 644, 671 (2007)); NRDC v. Jewell, 749 F.3d 776, 784 (9th Cir. 2014); Am. Rivers, 

Inc. v. United States Army Corps of Eng'rs., 421 F.3d 618, 630-631 (8th Cir. 2005). 
16

 16 U.S.C. § 1536(d). 
17

 16 U.S.C. § 1538(a)(1)(B); 50 C.F.R. § 17.31(a) (extending the “take” prohibition to threatened species).  
18

 16 U.S.C. § 1532(19). 
19

 50 C.F.R. § 17.3; see also Babbitt v. Sweet Home Ch. Of Communities for a Great Oregon, 515 U.S. 687 (1995). 
20

 See, e.g., Defenders of Wildlife v. Envtl. Prot. Agency, 882 F.2d 1294 (8th Cir. 1989). 
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THE REFUGE SYSTEM 

 

The Refuge System consists of millions of acres of public lands and waters managed by the 

Service for the conservation of plants, fish, wildlife, and their habitats.
21

 The Service must 

manage each refuge in furtherance of the Refuge System’s mission and for the benefit of current 

and future generations.
22

 In managing these refuges, “the fundamental mission of [the] System is 

wildlife conservation: wildlife and wildlife conservation must come first.”
23

 To support this goal, 

Congress directed the Secretary of the Department of the Interior to “ensure” that the biological 

integrity, species diversity, and environmental health of the Refuge System are prioritized and 

preserved.
24

  

  

On July 17, 2014, in furtherance of this mission, the Service issued a decision phasing-out the 

use of neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops for agricultural purposes throughout the Refuge 

System. The Service’s action was deliberative, well-supported by sound science, and based on 

the unambiguous determination that such practices were not compatible with the mission of the 

Refuge System. It also followed on the heels of numerous legal actions in which courts 

repeatedly ruled that FWS had violated core environmental laws in approving the use of GE 

crops on various refuges. Indeed, as the Service and the scientific community have long 

acknowledged, continued approval of these practices—especially for non-essential purposes such 

as row crop agriculture—could severely impact the Service’s entrusted resources, including 

endangered and threatened species, migratory birds, and fish.   

 

Pursuant to FWS’s 2014 directive, individual refuges had until January 2016 to discontinue the 

use of neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops. This transition has been a success, with refuges 

across the country able to adapt to this decision while continuing to meet their wildlife 

management and conservation objectives. Nevertheless, on August 2, 2018, Principal Deputy 

Director Greg Sheehan abruptly and fully withdrew the agency’s prior decision, posting a 2-page 

memorandum to the Service Directorate titled “Withdrawal of Memorandum Titled, ‘Use of 

Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System’ (July 

17,2014).”  

 

ENDANGERED AND THREATENED SPECIES ON WILDLIFE REFUGES 

THREATENED BY PESTICIDES AND GE CROPS 

 

The Refuge System includes a diverse and highly complex system of habitats that provide food, 

shelter, and spawning grounds for a variety of species listed as threatened and endangered under 

the ESA—many of which may be adversely affected by the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and 

GE crops in the Refuge System.  

 

                                                 
21

 16 U.S.C. § 668dd(a)(2) (“The mission of the Refuge System is to administer a national network of lands and 

waters for the conservation, management, and where appropriate, restoration of the fish, wildlife, and plant 

resources and their habitats within the United States for the benefit of present and future generations of 

Americans.”). 
22

 Id.; id. § 668dd(a)(3)(A). 
23

 House Report 105-106. 
24

 16 U.S.C. § 668dd(a)(4)(B). 
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Neonicotinoid Pesticides 

 

Neonicotinoid pesticides (also referred to as “neonics”) are known to cause adverse impacts on a 

wide range of taxonomic groups, many of which include endangered species found on wildlife 

refuges.  

 

Neonicotinoids are neurotoxic pesticides that function by disrupting normal functioning of the 

central nervous system in invertebrates, resulting in nervous system stimulation and eventually 

paralysis and death.
25

 All neonicotinoids are systemic, meaning the chemicals can be taken up 

through the plant roots, stems, and leaves and translocate throughout the plant. Therefore, once 

one part of a plant is exposed to a neonicotinoid, the entire plant can contain residues of the 

chemical and can cause potential toxicity to animals that feed on it.   

  

Neonicotinoids are persistent in the environment with half-lives that can range from 148 days to 

more than three years.
26

 This persistence and high water solubility make the pesticides highly 

susceptible to runoff into water bodies.
27

 

 

Neonicotinoids are pervasive in the environment, particularly water bodies where they can 

threaten biodiversity in lakes, rivers, and streams and negatively affect overall environmental 

health.
 28

 More than 80 percent of surface water studies from around the world have identified 

neonic concentrations that exceed threshold levels of harm to aquatic invertebrates.
29

 Studies 

have confirmed that neonicotinoids interact with common bee pathogens and parasites, making 

bees more vulnerable to the deadly effects of both.
30

 A recent study further found that small 

doses of neonicotinoid pesticides negatively affected the ability of songbirds to navigate.
31

 

 

Earlier this year, the European Union banned four common neonicotinoids for outdoor uses in 

agriculture.
32

 Europe’s decision came after Canada’s pesticide regulatory agency recommended 

banning imidacloprid, the most widely used neonicotinoid, based on demonstrated harms to 

                                                 
25

 EPA, Thiamethoxam -Transmittal of the Preliminary Aquatic and Non-Pollinator Terrestrial Risk Assessment to 

Support Registration Review (November 29, 2017). 
26

 Main, A. R., Headley, J. V., Peru, K. M., Michel, N. L., Cessna, A. J., & Morrissey, C. A. (2014). Widespread 

Use and Frequent Detection of Neonicotinoid Insecticides in Wetlands of Canada's Prairie Pothole Region. PLoS 

ONE, 9(3), e92821. 
27

 EPA. Thiamethoxam -Transmittal of the Preliminary Aquatic and Non-Pollinator Terrestrial Risk Assessment to 

Support Registration Review. November 29, 2017. 
28

 Starner, K., & Goh, K. S. (2012). Detections of the Neonicotinoid Insecticide Imidacloprid in Surface Waters of 

Three Agricultural Regions of California, USA, 2010–2011. Bulletin of Environmental Contamination and 

Toxicology, 88(3), 316-321. 
29

 Morrissey, C. A., Mineau, P., Devries, J. H., Sanchez-Bayo, F., Liess, M., Cavallaro, M. C., & Liber, K. (2015). 

Neonicotinoid contamination of global surface waters and associated risk to aquatic invertebrates: A 

review. Environment International, 74, 291-303. 
30

 Jeffery S. Pettis et al., Pesticide Exposure in Honey Bees Results in Increased Levels of the Gut Pathogen 

Nosema, 99 Die Naturwissenschaften, 153, 153–58 (2012).  
31

 Margaret Eng et al., Imidacloprid and chlorpyrifos insecticides impair migratory ability in a seed-eating 

songbird, Scientific Reports, 7: 15176, DOI:10.1038/s41598-017-15446-x . 
32

 European Commission, Neonicotinoids, Regulations to further restrict the uses for clothianidin, imidacloprid and 

thiamethoxam.( May 30, 2018), available at 

https://ec.europa.eu/food/plant/pesticides/approval_active_substances/approval_renewal/neonicotinoids_en. 
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aquatic ecosystems.
33

 Also earlier this year, California announced that it would temporarily no 

longer consider any new uses of neonicotinoid pesticides in the state in an effort to protect 

terrestrial invertebrates.
34

 

 

EPA’s recent analyses of the risks posed by neonicotinoids to different taxa found the potential 

for high risk to listed species from the labelled uses of these pesticides. Small and medium 

insectivorous birds exceeded EPA’s level of concern for acute harm when feeding on insects that 

had been exposed to imidacloprid after use on soybean and potato crops.
35

 EPA found its risk of 

concern exceeded if 31 percent of the bird’s diet consisted of insects that have been exposed to 

imidacloprid applied to soybean crops. The agency also found that if 25 percent of a bird’s diet 

consisted of exposed insects after potato plants had been sprayed with imidacloprid, the risk of 

concern for acute harm would also be exceeded.
36

 

 

On an acute exposure basis, EPA has designated the neonicotinoids imidacloprid and 

thiamethoxam as very highly toxic to aquatic invertebrates.
37

 EPA’s risk level of concern was 

exceeded for freshwater and saltwater invertebrates for nearly every single foliar and soil 

treatment use that was modelled.
38

 Any species reliant on aquatic invertebrates for food could 

also be at risk of indirect effects from use of these pesticides. 

 

Genetically Engineered Crops 

 

Similarly, GE crops are the subject of a companion suite of species and habitat risks. First, GE 

crops are a pesticide-promoting technology. Despite two anticlimactic decades of rhetoric about 

reducing world hunger, ameliorating global malnutrition, increasing crops yields, and combating 

climate change, biotechnology firms have only delivered a handful of GE commodity crops that 

either produce insecticides and/or withstand direct application of herbicides. In short, GE crops 

have overwhelmingly been developed for pesticide resistance. Over five of every six acres of GE 

crops worldwide (84%) have been developed to be herbicide-resistant;
39

 in 2018 in the U.S., 92 

                                                 
33

 Health Canada, Pest Management Regulatory Agency, Update on the Neonicotinoid Pesticides (2017), available 

at https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/consumer-product-safety/reports-publications/pesticides-pest-

management/fact-sheets-other-resources/update-neonicotinoid-pesticides.html. 
34

 California Department of Pesticide Regulation, Expanding Use of Pesticide Products Under Reevaluation, 

California Notice 2018-01 (January 3, 2018), available at 

https://www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/registration/canot/2018/ca2018-01.pdf. 
35

 EPA, Imidacloprid -Transmittal of the Preliminary Terrestrial Risk Assessment to Support the Registration 

Review (November 28, 2017). 
36

  Id. 
37

 EPA, Thiamethoxam -Transmittal of the Preliminary Aquatic and Non-Pollinator Terrestrial Risk Assessment to 

Support Registration Review (November 29, 2017); EPA, Preliminary Aquatic Risk Assessment to Support the 

Registration Review of Imidacloprid (December 22, 2016). 
38

 Id.  
39

 C. James, Biotech Traits: Annual Updates 2014, excerpted from Global Status of Commercialized Biotech/GM 

Crops, ISAAA Brief No. 46 (2014), available at http://www.isaaa.org/resources/publications/biotech_traits_annual_

updates/download/Biotech%20Traits%20Annual%20Updates.pdf (GE crops with herbicide-resistance – alone or 

stacked with insect resistance – were grown on 362 million acres of the 433 million global GE crop acres reported in 

2013). 
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percent of corn, 94 percent of cotton, and 94 percent of soybeans are GE, herbicide-resistant 

varieties.
40

  

 

The pesticides and resistant seeds are sold together as a “cropping system,” and the crops’ 

immunity allows for increased pesticide spraying at increased intervals during the farming 

season. As a result, these pesticide-promoting GE crop systems have dramatically increased the 

overall use of pesticides in U.S. agriculture. For example, in the sixteen years from 1996 to 2011, 

an extra 527 million pounds of herbicides are estimated to have been sprayed in U.S. agriculture 

because of GE crops.
41

 Until recently, the vast majority of all GE crops have been Monsanto’s 

“Roundup Ready” varieties, which are resistant to glyphosate (the active ingredient in Roundup 

pesticide).
42

 The Roundup Ready GE crop system has made glyphosate the most used pesticide 

in history, with over 280 million pounds applied in U.S. agriculture in 2012 alone.
43

 As 

pesticides such as glyphosate are designed to prevent, destroy, repel, or reduce “pest” species, 

their continued use (especially at surplus rates) is antithetical to the objectives and goals of the 

Refuge System because those pesticides adversely affect non-target species, such as protected 

plants, fish, and other wildlife.  

 

The extraordinary use of pesticides associated with GE crops has had profound consequences.  

For example, the substantial use of glyphosate with Roundup Ready crops has contributed to an 

alarming decline in monarch butterfly populations.
44

 Monarch caterpillars feed only on milkweed 

plants, once common in corn and soybeans fields.
 45

 Glyphosate has nearly eradicated milkweed 

from Midwest cropland, the monarchs’ major breeding range, depriving monarch caterpillars of 

their chief food source.
46

  As a result, FWS has concluded that ESA protection may be warranted 

for monarchs.
47

  

 

                                                 
40

 USDA, Adoption of Genetically Engineered Crops in the U.S., https://www.ers.usda.gov/data-products/adoption-

of-genetically-engineered-crops-in-the-us.aspx (last visited Aug. 8, 2018). 
41

 Charles Benbrook, Impacts of genetically engineered crops on pesticide use in the U.S. – the first sixteen years, 24 

Envtl. Sci. Eur. 1, 3 (2012), available at http://www.enveurope.com/content/pdf/2190-4715-24-24.pdf; R. J. Seidler, 

Pesticide use on genetically engineered crops, Ag/Mag Blog, (Sept. 15, 2014), available at 

http://static.ewg.org/agmag/pdfs/pesticide_use_on_genetically_engineered_crops.pdf.  
42

 Ctr. for Food Safety v. Vilsack, 718 F.3d 829, 836 (9th Cir. 2013) (describing Monsanto’s Roundup Ready “crop 

system” of the GE crop and associated pesticide); William Neuman & Andrew Pollack, Farmers Cope with 

Roundup-Resistant Weeds, N.Y. TIMES (May 3, 2010), available at http://www nytimes.com/2010/05/04/

business/energy-environment/04weed.html?_r=1&pagewanted=all.  
43

 U.S. Geological Survey, Pesticide National Synthesis Project, Pesticide Use Maps—Glyphosate (2012), available 

at http://water.usgs.gov/nawqa/pnsp/usage/maps/show_map.php?year=2012&map=GLYPHOSATE&hilo=L. 
44

 Coniff, Tracking the causes of sharp decline of the monarch butterfly, Yale Environment 360 (2013), available at 

http://e360.yale.edu/feature/tracking_the_causes_of_sharp__decline_of_the_monarch_butterfly/2634/; J.M. 

Pleasants & K.S. Oberhauser, Milkweed loss in agricultural fields because of herbicide use: effect on the monarch 

butterfly population, 6 Insect Conservation and Diversity 135, 135-144 (2013), available at 

http://www.public.iastate.edu/~jpleasan/Publications%20pdfs/Glyphosate%20use%20and%20Monarchs.pdf. 
45

 Josephine Marcotty, Calling all milkweed: Federal pollinator plan needs a billion plants for monarch butterflies, 

Minneapolis Star-Tribune (June 6, 2015), available at http://www.startribune.com/calling-all-milkweed-federal-

pollinator-plan-needs-a-billion-plants-for-monarchs/306383591/. 
46

 Id. 
47

 79 Fed. Reg. 78775-78778 (December 31, 2014).  
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Glyphosate is also a leading culprit in herbicidal drift injury to sensitive crops,
48

 and also harms 

wild plants that many animals depend upon for food and/or habitat. Glyphosate is frequently 

detected in the air, rain, and water bodies of the Midwest and South.
49

 Glyphosate-containing 

Roundup formulations are extremely toxic to tadpoles and frogs, and are believed to have 

contributed to the worldwide decline in frog populations.
50

  

 

Second, as with antibiotic-resistance caused by industrial livestock drug overuse, over-reliance 

on glyphosate in industrial agriculture has caused an epidemic of pesticide-resistant 

“superweeds” that have evolved resistance to glyphosate on 70 million acres in the United States, 

costing U.S. farmers approximately 1 billion in damages to crops.
51

 The pesticide firms’ 

“solution” is a “next-generation” of GE crops “stacked” with resistance to multiple other toxic 

herbicides, such as recently approved crops with resistance to Agent Orange component 2,4-D 

and the closely related dicamba.
52

 Yet, far from providing any panacea, these new GE crops will 

instead lead to vastly increased herbicide use, illustrated by a three- to seven-fold rise in 

agricultural use of 2,4-D,
53

 and increasingly intractable weeds that are now resistant to multiple 

herbicides.
54

   

 

Additionally, because superweeds are not loyal to the croplands on which they originate, they 

can also take-up residence on non-cultivated, non-agricultural refuge lands. This can crowd out 

native plants and wildlife habitat, and create the need for even further pesticide use on non-

agricultural crop-lands—efforts that are, again, antipodean to the mission of the Refuge System.  

 

Finally, another adverse impact of GE crops is transgenic contamination—the unintended, 

undesired presence of transgenic material in organic or traditional crops, as well as wild plants. 

Transgenic contamination happens through, among other means, wind- or insect-mediated cross-

                                                 
48

 Assoc. of Am. Pesticide Control Officials, 2005 Pesticide Drift Enforcement Survey Report (2005), available at 

https://aapco.org/surveys-1998-to-present/. 
49

 Feng-Chih Chang, Matt F. Simcik & Paul D. Capelz, Occurrence and Fate of the Herbicide Glyphosate and its 

Degradate Aminomethylphosphonic Acid in the Atmosphere, 30 Envtl. Toxicology & Chemistry 548, 548-50 (2011), 

available at http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/etc.431/pdf; Richard H. Coupe, et. al., Fate and Transport of 

Glyphosate and Aminomethylphosphonic Acid in Surface Waters of Agricultural Basins, 68 Pest. Mgmt. Sci. 16, 16-

17 (2012), available at http://www.blauen-institut.ch/s2_blue/tx_blu/tp/tpg/g2442a_fate_transport.pdf. 
50

 Rick A. Relyea, The Lethal Impact of Roundup on Aquatic and Terrestrial Amphibians, 15 Ecological 

Adaptations 1118, 1120-23 (2005), available at http://usf.usfca.edu/fac_staff/dever/roundup_paper.pdf. 
51

 Charles Benbrook, Impacts of Genetically Engineered Crops on Pesticide Use in the United States: The First 

Thirteen Years, at 3, 23, 31, 36 (2009) available at http://www.organic-center.org/reportfiles/GE13YearsReport.pdf; 

Mark Koba, Superweeds Sprout Farmland Controversy Over GMOs, NBC NEWS (September 30, 2014), available at 

http://www.nbcnews.com/business/economy/superweeds-sprout-farmland-controversy-over-gmos-n214996. 
52

 David Mortensen, et al., Navigating a critical juncture for sustainable weed management, 62 Bioscience 75-84 

(2012), available at http://bioscience.oxfordjournals.org/content/62/1/75 full.pdf+html; Scott Kilman, Superweed 

outbreak triggers arms race, WALL STREET JOURNAL (June 4, 2010), available at 

http://www.neurologicalhealth.org/pdf/Superweed%20Outbreak%20Triggers%20Arms%20Race.pdf. 
53

 U.S. Dept. of Agriculture, Final Environmental Impact Statement for Determinations of Nonregulated Status for 

2,4-D-Resistant Corn and Soybean Varieties, at 134 (August 2014), available at http://www.aphis.usda.gov/

brs/aphisdocs/24d_feis.pdf. 
54

 Brandon Keim, New generation of GM crops put agriculture in a ‘crisis situation’, WIRED (Sept. 25, 2014), 

available at http://www.wired.com/2014/09/new-gm-crops/.  
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pollination, seed mixing, faulty or negligent containment, and weather events.
55

 Unlike standard 

chemical pollution, transgenic contamination is living pollution that can propagate itself via gene 

flow.
56

 Escape of transgenes into related wild plant populations is, in most cases, irreparable. 

Oregon, for example, continues the Sisyphean task of trying to find and destroy feral populations 

of Monsanto’s “Roundup Ready” GE bentgrass that escaped field trials there over a decade 

ago.
57

 In 2009, FWS concluded that should this GE grass be commercially approved and planted, 

it would likely jeopardize the continued existence of two endangered plants and one endangered 

butterfly.
58

 

 

Juxtaposed against these significant adverse impacts, independent studies have concluded that 

GE crops have not resulted in yield increases, whereas traditional breeding has.
59

 A 2014 USDA 

report summarizing GE crop production stated: “over the first 15 years of commercial use, GMO 

seeds have not been shown to definitively increase yield potentials, and in fact, the yields of 

herbicide-tolerant or insect-resistant seeds may be occasionally lower than the yields of 

conventional varieties.”
60

   

 

Endangered and Threatened Species  

 

Endangered and threatened species found on national wildlife refuges include the following 

species that will likely be harmed by neonicotinoid pesticides and/or the planting of GE crops: 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
55

 Geertson Seed Farms v. Johanns, No. C 06-01075 CRB, 2007 WL 518624, at *4 (N.D. Cal. Feb. 13, 2007) 

(“Biological contamination can occur through pollination of non-genetically engineered plants by genetically 

engineered plants or by the mixing of genetically engineered seed with natural, or non-genetically engineered 

seed.”); Michelle Marvier & Rene C. Van Acker, Can Crop Transgenes Be Kept on a Leash?, 3 Frontiers Ecology 

& Env’t 99, 100-01 (2005). 
56

 M. Mellon & J. Rissler, Union of Concerned Scientists, Gone to Seed: Transgenic Contaminants in the 

Traditional Seed Supply (2004), available at http://www.ucsusa.org/food_and_agriculture/our-failing-food-

system/genetic-engineering/gone-to-seed.html#.WjK7_lWnHIU (finding that approximately 50 percent or more 

certified non-genetically engineered corn, canola, and soybean seed had been contaminated with transgenes). 
57

 Int’l Ctr. for Tech. Assessment v. Johanns, 473 F. Supp. 2d 9, 13, 29 (D.D.C. 2007); Mitch Lies, Bentgrass 

Eradication Plan Unveiled, CAPITAL PRESS (June 16, 2011), available at http://www.capitalpress.com/content/ml-

scotts-061711; Mitch Lies, Feds Mum on GMO Spread, CAPITAL PRESS (Nov. 18, 2010), available at 

http://www.capitalpress.com/content/ml-bentgrass-111910.   
58

 George Kimbrell, Meet Monsanto’s Dangerous Bioengineered Plant that Never Dies, Alternet (2016), available 

at https://www.alternet.org/environment/sordid-tale-monsantos-genetically-engineered-bentgrass-dangerous-grass-

never-dies.  
59

 Doug Gurian-Sherman, Union of Concerned Scientists, Failure to Yield: Evaluating the Performance of 

Genetically Engineered Crops, at 1-5 (2009), available at 

http://www.ucsusa.org/sites/default/files/legacy/assets/documents/food_and_agriculture/failure-to-yield.pdf; Jack A. 

Heinemann, Reply to comment on sustainability and innovation in staple crop production in the US Midwest, 12:4 

Int’l J. of Ag. Sustainability 387, 387-390 (2014), available at http://www.tandfonline.com/

doi/pdf/10.1080/14735903.2014.939843. 
60

 USDA, Genetically Engineered Crops in the United States, at p.12, 41 (Feb. 2014), available at 

https://www.beyondpesticides.org/assets/media/documents/USDA_GE[smallpdf.com].pdf.   
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SPECIES 

LISTING 

STATUS REFUGE FOUND 

Lost River Sucker Endangered Tule Lake NWR 

Lost River Sucker Endangered Lower Klamath NWR 

Lost River Sucker Endangered Clear Lake NWR 

Lost River Sucker Endangered Upper Klamath NWR 

Short-nose Sucker Endangered Tule Lake NWR 

Short-nose Sucker Endangered Upper Klamath NWR 

Short-nose Sucker Endangered Lower Klamath NWR 

Short-nose Sucker Endangered Clear Lake NWR 

Least Tern (Interior) Endangered Bald Knob NWR 

Piping Plover Threatened Bald Knob NWR 

Least Tern (Interior) Endangered Overflow NWR 

Red-cockaded Woodpecker Endangered Felsenthal NWR 

Giant Garter Snake Threatened Merced NWR 

Valley Elderberry Longhorn 

Beetle 
Threatened Sacramento River NWR 

Red Knot Threatened Bombay Hook NWR 

Red-cockaded Woodpecker Endangered Upper Ouachita NWR 

Piping Plover Endangered Clarence Cannon NWR 

Least Tern (Interior) Endangered Yazoo NWR 

Least Tern (Interior) Endangered Hillside NWR 

Least Tern (Interior) Endangered St. Catherine Creek NWR 

Red-cockaded Woodpecker Endangered Alligator River NWR 

Southwestern Willow 

Flycatcher 
Endangered Bosque del Apache NWR 

Rio Grande Silvery Minnow Endangered Bosque del Apache NWR 

Least Tern (Interior) Endangered Sequoyah NWR 

American Burying Beetle Endangered Sequoyah NWR 

Least Tern (Interior) Endangered Reelfoot NWR 

Least Tern (Interior) Endangered Chickasaw NWR 

Least Tern (Interior) Endangered Lower Hatchie NWR 

Orange-footed Pearly Mussel Endangered Tennessee NWR 

Pink Mucket Pearly Mussel Endangered Tennessee NWR 

Ring Pink Mussel Endangered Tennessee NWR 

Rough Pigtoe Endangered Tennessee NWR 

Pygmy Madtom Endangered Tennessee NWR 

Least Tern (Interior) Endangered Cross Creeks NWR 

Gray Bat Endangered Cross Creeks NWR 

Indiana Bat Endangered Cross Creeks NWR 

Gray Bat Endangered Wheeler NWR 
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The above list does not include threatened and endangered species that will be harmed as a result 

of offsite or downstream transport or other runoff exposure to pesticides as a result of the 

Service’s action here, which is likely to be additionally significant. Indeed, dozens, if not 

hundreds, of listed species will likely also be harmed as a result of the increased amounts of 

pesticides that will runoff into nearby waters after renewed pesticide application events 

commence. 

 

ESA VIOLATIONS 

 

Consultation under Section 7 of the ESA is required whenever a discretionary agency action 

“may affect” any listed species or its critical habitat.
61

 The “may affect” threshold is very low, 

and ensures that “actions that have any chance of affecting listed species or critical habitat— 

even if it is later determined that the actions are ‘not likely’ to do so—require at least some 

consultation under the ESA.”
62

 According to the Fish and Wildlife Consultation handbook, the 

“may affect” threshold is met if “a proposed action may pose any effects on listed species or 

designated critical habitat.”
63

 This analysis includes an examination of both the direct effects of 

the action as well as its indirect effects, which are defined as “those effects that are caused by or 

will result from the proposed action and are later in time, but are still reasonably certain to 

occur.”
64

 Consultation is still required even if the effects of the action are entirely beneficial or 

unknown.
65

   

 

Here, because of FWS’s decision, endangered and threatened species on wildlife refuges will 

immediately experience real world consequences because of the renewed agricultural use of GE 

crops and neonicotinoid pesticides in the Refuge System. As explained above, the use of 

neonicotinoid pesticides and/or GE crops in the Refuge System may substantially increase 

impacts to the above-listed species as well as the quality of their habitats, water, air, and food-

sources.   

 

Nevertheless, FWS issued this decision without first initiating consultation activities. This failure 

violates the procedural and substantive requirements of Section 7 of the ESA.
66

 By issuing this 

decision without first completing consultation, FWS is in violation of its substantive duty under 

the Section 7(a)(2) to ensure that its actions do not jeopardize the continued existence of 

                                                 
61

 16 U.S.C. § 1536(a)(2); 50 C.F.R. § 402.14(a) (“Each Federal agency shall review its actions at the earliest 

possible time to determine whether any action may affect listed species or critical habitat. If such a determination is 

made, formal consultation is required …”); see also Wash. Toxics Coalition v. EPA, 413 F.3d 1024, 1032 (9th Cir. 

2005). 
62

 Karuk Tribe of Cal. v. U.S. Forest Serv., 681 F.3d 1006, 1028 (9th Cir. 2012).  
63

 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Serv. & Nat’l Marine Fisheries Serv., Endangered Species Consultation Handbook: 

Procedures for Conducting Consultation and Conference Activities Under Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act 

at xvi(1998) (emphasis in original).  
64

 50 C.F.R. § 402.02. 
65

 Cal. ex rel. Lockyer v. U.S. Dep’t of Agric., 575 F.3d 999, 1018 (9th Cir. 2009) (“any possible effect, whether 

beneficial, benign, adverse or of an undetermined character, triggers the requirement.” (quoting 51 Fed. Reg. 19,926, 

19,949 (June 3, 1986) (emphasis in original))); 50 C.F.R. § 402.02 (agency “action” includes “actions intended to 

conserve listed species or their habitat”). 
66

 16 U.S.C. § 1536(a)(2). 
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threatened and endangered species found on refuges.
67

 Similarly, FWS is also in violation of its 

substantive duty under Section 7(a)(2) to ensure its actions do not result in the destruction or 

adverse modification of critical habitat.
68

 Under Section 7(d), FWS is further in violation of the 

ESA for making an irretrievable and irreversible commitment of resources before completing the 

consultation process.
69

   

 

Not only does this action pass the “may affect” threshold, it also likely exceeds the “likely to 

adversely affect” threshold as well, thereby triggering the requirement to conduct formal 

consultation. By failing to do so here, the Service violated Section 7(a)(2) of the Act. Further, by 

failing to secure an ITS, not only is the Service at risk of violating Section 9 of the Act, but it is 

also putting every farmer or pesticide applicator that uses these pesticides in the Refuge System 

at risk of being in violation of the ESA’s take prohibition.  

 

CONCLUSION 

 

If the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service does not act within 60 days to correct the violations 

described in this letter, the Centers will initiate litigation in a federal court to resolve this matter.  

If you have any questions, believe any of the information contained above is in error, or would 

like to discuss how to resolve these ongoing violations of the ESA without the need for litigation, 

please do not hesitate to contact Hannah Connor at hconnor@biologicaldiversity.org or (202) 

681-1676, or George Kimbrell at gkimbrell@centerforfoodsafety.org or 971-271-7372. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

/s/ Hannah Connor     /s/ George Kimbrell 

Senior Attorney      Legal Director 

Center for Biological Diversity    Center for Food Safety 

 

                                                 
67

 Id.  
68

 Id.  
69

 16 U.S.C. § 1536(d). 



From: Dale Hall
To: Sheehan, Greg
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: Withdrawal of GMO ban
Date: Thursday, August 2, 2018 5:36:51 PM

Great job!  Our news release applauding your decision will go out today. Thank you. 

Dale

Dale Hall
901-758-3700
1 Waterfowl Way
Memphis, TN 38120

On Aug 2, 2018, at 5:05 PM, Sheehan, Greg <greg_j_sheehan@fws.gov> wrote:

Good afternoon,

The National Wildlife Refuge System, the public lands network managed by the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, employs a number of wildlife management
practices to deliver specific conservation objectives on each of their 566 national
wildlife refuges.  These practices include water management, fire management,
cooperative farming and others. Service managers periodically review this suite of
practices as they work to meet specific conservation objectives for waterfowl and
other species. 

On July 17, 2014, a memorandum was issued by the Chief of the National
Wildlife Refuge System stating that certain agricultural practices used in
cooperative farming, particularly the use of genetically engineered crop seeds and
the use of neonicotinoid pesticides across the NWRS, would be phased out in
refuges.  In some cases the phasing out of those practices was appropriate.

There may be situations, however, where use of GMO crop seeds is essential to
best fulfill the purposes of the refuge and the needs of birds (in particular,
waterfowl) and other wildlife as described above.  A blanket denial of GMOs
does not provide on-the-ground latitude for refuge managers to work adaptively
and make field level decisions about the best manner to fulfill the purposes of the
refuge.

Therefore, today I issued this by this memorandum that withdraws the July 17,
2014 memorandum.  The NWRS will again determine the appropriateness of the
use of those crops on a case-by-case basis, in compliance with all relevant and
controlling legal authorities (including NEPA) and Service policies.

-- 
Greg Sheehan
Principal Deputy Director
US Fish and Wildlife Service
1849 C Street NW, Room 3358
Washington, DC  20240



Office  202-208-4545
Cell 202-676-7675

<(signed) Withdrawal of Memorandum Titled, Use of Agricultural Practices in
Wildlife Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System.pdf>



From: Ron Regan
To: Sheehan, Greg
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: Withdrawal of GMO ban
Date: Thursday, August 2, 2018 5:58:25 PM

Thanks, Greg. We will get the word out to state directors tomorrow. 

Ron

Sent from my iPhone

On Aug 2, 2018, at 6:05 PM, Sheehan, Greg <greg_j_sheehan@fws.gov> wrote:

Good afternoon,

The National Wildlife Refuge System, the public lands network managed by the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, employs a number of wildlife management
practices to deliver specific conservation objectives on each of their 566 national
wildlife refuges.  These practices include water management, fire management,
cooperative farming and others. Service managers periodically review this suite of
practices as they work to meet specific conservation objectives for waterfowl and
other species. 

On July 17, 2014, a memorandum was issued by the Chief of the National
Wildlife Refuge System stating that certain agricultural practices used in
cooperative farming, particularly the use of genetically engineered crop seeds and
the use of neonicotinoid pesticides across the NWRS, would be phased out in
refuges.  In some cases the phasing out of those practices was appropriate.

There may be situations, however, where use of GMO crop seeds is essential to
best fulfill the purposes of the refuge and the needs of birds (in particular,
waterfowl) and other wildlife as described above.  A blanket denial of GMOs
does not provide on-the-ground latitude for refuge managers to work adaptively
and make field level decisions about the best manner to fulfill the purposes of the
refuge.

Therefore, today I issued this by this memorandum that withdraws the July 17,
2014 memorandum.  The NWRS will again determine the appropriateness of the
use of those crops on a case-by-case basis, in compliance with all relevant and
controlling legal authorities (including NEPA) and Service policies.

-- 
Greg Sheehan
Principal Deputy Director
US Fish and Wildlife Service
1849 C Street NW, Room 3358
Washington, DC  20240
Office  202-208-4545
Cell 202-676-7675



<(signed) Withdrawal of Memorandum Titled, Use of Agricultural Practices in
Wildlife Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System.pdf>



From: Nick Wiley
To: Sheehan, Greg
Cc: Margaret Everson; Dale Hall
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: Withdrawal of GMO ban
Date: Thursday, August 2, 2018 5:27:21 PM

Very good move for the wildlife that depend on these sound management practices and the
people who enjoy wildlife watching and hunting.  Thank you!   Nick

Nick Wiley
Chief Conservation Officer
Ducks Unlimited, Inc.

On Aug 2, 2018, at 5:05 PM, Sheehan, Greg <greg_j_sheehan@fws.gov> wrote:

Good afternoon,

The National Wildlife Refuge System, the public lands network managed by the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, employs a number of wildlife management
practices to deliver specific conservation objectives on each of their 566 national
wildlife refuges.  These practices include water management, fire management,
cooperative farming and others. Service managers periodically review this suite of
practices as they work to meet specific conservation objectives for waterfowl and
other species. 

On July 17, 2014, a memorandum was issued by the Chief of the National
Wildlife Refuge System stating that certain agricultural practices used in
cooperative farming, particularly the use of genetically engineered crop seeds and
the use of neonicotinoid pesticides across the NWRS, would be phased out in
refuges.  In some cases the phasing out of those practices was appropriate.

There may be situations, however, where use of GMO crop seeds is essential to
best fulfill the purposes of the refuge and the needs of birds (in particular,
waterfowl) and other wildlife as described above.  A blanket denial of GMOs
does not provide on-the-ground latitude for refuge managers to work adaptively
and make field level decisions about the best manner to fulfill the purposes of the
refuge.

Therefore, today I issued this by this memorandum that withdraws the July 17,
2014 memorandum.  The NWRS will again determine the appropriateness of the
use of those crops on a case-by-case basis, in compliance with all relevant and
controlling legal authorities (including NEPA) and Service policies.

-- 
Greg Sheehan
Principal Deputy Director
US Fish and Wildlife Service
1849 C Street NW, Room 3358
Washington, DC  20240
Office  202-208-4545
Cell 202-676-7675



<(signed) Withdrawal of Memorandum Titled, Use of Agricultural Practices in
Wildlife Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System.pdf>



From: Craig TheBu terflyman
To: Craig TheBu terflyman
Cc:  Bill_Bartush@fws.gov; Chad_St nson@fws.gov; Dav d.V llarrea @texasagriculture.gov; Donita_Cotter@fws.gov; Greg Sheehan; Joel.Douglas@ftw.usda.gov; John.maresh@txdot.gov; Jon.Hayes@tpwd.state.tx.us; Kimberli.St ne@ftw.usda.gov; Kristy Oates@tx.usda.gov; Lee.Dav s@ftw.usda gov;

MFouraker@fortworthzoo.org; Meghan.Hope@cpa state.tx.us; Michael.Sams@ok.usda.gov; Nathan.Rains@tpwd.texas.gov; Patricia.McG ll@da laszoo.com; Philip.Barbour@ftw.usda.gov; R cky.Linex@tx.usda.gov; Robert.Ziehr@tx.usda.gov; Russe l.Castro@tx.usda.gov; Scott_Wi liams@fws.gov; adam_zerrenner@fws.gov;
al ainl@ sgs go ; am er m ller@f s go ;  angela england@a stinte as go ; anne@ erces org en h tchins@t d te as go ; en@ci o o org; hays@ag tam ed ; i l@seedso rce com  cfaas@te as-
w ldlife org; chuck.kowaleski@tpwd.texas gov reemts@tnc.org; cthompson@tnc.org; dbezanso @t c.o g  douglas_p l ps@fws.gov; dwaitt@w ldf ower.org; dwpeterson@fs.fed.us; fowler@nwf.org; george@seedsou c .co  g c a dso @txfb.o g  jaso .s g u st@tpwd.texas.gov;
jeffrey h tchinson@f s go ; giocomo@a c g  g   john hendri @f s go ; j lie mc ntyre@f s go ; j stin drei el s@t d te as go ; ader a@n f org; ara henderson@nrs c com; clary@ ldf o er org;  mca eese@sandco nty net;
leah_murray@fws.gov; esli_gray@fws.gov; macz 001@umn.edu usace.a my.mil mered th.longoria@tpwd.texas.gov; n cole_athearn@fws.gov; ph llip_quas @t xa p a e.o g  obyn_cobb@fws.gov; rray@tsswcb.texas.gov;
rs@po linator.org  sibbing@nwf.org; w t e @tak gca eoftexas.org

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Simple t ut  st l t ue
Date: Tuesday  May 8  2018 5:10:52 AM

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From  Dale McClung < >
Date  Tue, Sep 22, 2015 at 2 54 PM
Subject  Re  Monarchs breeding in Texas right now
To  Craig TheButterflyman < >

Craig,

Habitat restoration is a growing niche for native plants and most of 
this is supported by grants and government funding. Chip and Monarch 
Watch do not contrary to some opinion turn a tidy profit on their 
milkweed production although the nurseries involved certainly benefit. 
The essential problem with native milkweeds is the transplant success is 
not very high. Many are best grown from seed even though germination as 
well is subjective. Consumers are aware of milkweeds for monarchs to 
some extent, but as you mentioned in your post and I have preached 
planting milkweeds as a monoculture is just another crop except instead 
of killing the insects to gain something from the plant, food, we grow 
it to feed insects, but the milkweed is or should be planted as part of 
an ecosystem with other plants for differing insects and butterflies and 
moths if for know other reason than to give predators more than one prey 
item to consume. If there are only monarch caterpillars for lunch, guess 
what's for dinner, too.

As for A. curassavica, it has been naturalized in the southern US for 
over a century. Its popularity currently has been due to the growth in 
the interest of butterfly gardening and because of the attractive 
flowers and fast growth as well as suitability to containers is most 
often found at nurseries for butterfly gardens.

It has been consistently labeled as native to S. America, but that is 
only because it was first described on an island off the coast of 
Venezuela named Curacao, hence its name. It is considered also native to 
Central America and the Caribbean, but then it should also be native to 
Mexico up to the frost line. In the southern US below the frost line 
where it is naturalized like south Florida it is not recommended to be 
cut back, but in TX they say to always cut it back in the fall, but if 
it is in a suitable frost free climate, what is the difference except 
the migration to MX passes through and the migration into FL is 
unimportant. The frost line incidentally in the early 19th century and a 
few centuries before known as the little ice age was further south of 
course. The little ice age ended only in the mid 1800s allegedly by the 
Industrial Revolution's pollution from the massive burning of coal or 
maybe not depending on who you talk to.

I could go on, but that would take a while. I simply do not see how a 
plant can stop the migration when the monarch butterfly encounters the 
same plant same naturally just a little south of the border. There are a 
number of evergreen milkweed species. Dara Satterfield did not go to MX. 
Then again, MX is a dangerous place if you go to the wrong places.

Dale

On 9/22/15 2 50 PM, Craig TheButterflyman wrote
> I put this comment under his pooh pooh article where he admits the
> science isn't there to condemn protected rearing. The first sentence
> is Andy's quote. Mentioning Nigel was to point out raising butterflies
> outside in a close to natural setting is supported by someone well
> known in Lepidoptera. I'm hoping to turn this couple a little although
> I'm not counting on it. Andy and I have had some back and forths
> before. The conclusions in Sonias tropical study done by Dara was
> purposely altered  by MJV particularly Xerces.  to further promote
> this local native milkweed production which in turn justifies more
> government money being spent to produce seed and keep seed and plug
> production among the conservationists because the general public won't
> buy the ugly natives. It's not a conspiracy. It's obvious what's
> occurring it's just not enough people care enough to post it all over
> social media to offset what MJV is doing on their Facebook pages.
>
> On 9/22/15, Dale McClung > wrote
>> Craig,
>>
>> I was a bit confused by the first two sentences as the quotes appear to
>> be alike. It is also Nigel Venters rather than "Ventors." I know it was
>> a grammatical mistake, but when you mention he lives in Argentina, you
>> infer by accident you live there too as could I interpret the awkward
>> sentence.
>>
>> I have known Nigel for a long time. He was one of the early contributors
>> in the IBBA and is primarily the reason for the use of "International"
>> in the name. He is cantankerous though and quit removing the IBBA board
>> members from their listserve
>> <http //www butterflyboutique net/index html> a couple of years ago.
>> That is unfortunately a long story, so I won t delve into the
>> particulars. I was on the board then, but while have some have reapplied
>> to his list and gone back on, I haven't not because of Nigel, but I am
>> on a lot of other lep lists.
>>
>>    I mentioned Nigel on dplex some time ago and Chip pointed out that in
>> Argentina Nigel is working with a different subspecies, /Danaus
>> erippus/, the southern monarch/.
>> /<http //voices.nationalgeographic.com/2011/04/06/monarch-butterflies-pictures-milkweed-advice/>/
>>
>> /That is probably not important insofar as rearing, but the plants and
>> conditions in Argentina are different except perhaps Asclepias
>> curassavica which is considered a native there/./ I haven't been in
>> contact with Nigel for some time now though I see he and Linda Rogers
>> are still in the seminar business. I have a copy of the original manual
>> they produced when Nigel was still in the UK. It has since gone through
>> some revision.
>>
>> The main objection to butterfly farming and in particular releases isn't
>> the rearing, but the transfer of monarchs from one part of their range
>> to another. Monarchs readily adapt after transfer, they do this normally
>> as they migrate, but for some scientists it puts a question mark on
>> their research because releases exist, therefore I can't trust a
>> sighting or my data. To them their research is more important than
>> reintroduction unless it is in compliance with their criteria.
>> <http //www.xerces.org/monarchs/>
>> Click on Additional Resources at the bottom and then on the Xerces
>> Society Policy on Butterfly Releases
>> <http //www.xerces.org/wp-content/uploads/2008/09/xerces-butterfly-release-policy2012.pdf>
>>
>> if this link doesn't work.
>>
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>> So far monarchscience.org hasn't really gone there, transfers, yet,
>> except for some inferences, but they may in a future posting or may
>> steer away from it. I have been monitoring the website, but haven't posted.
>>
>> Dale
>>
>>
>> On 9/22/15 9 36 AM, Craig TheButterflyman wrote
>>> I put this reply on Andy Davis' website where he and Sonia give their
>>> opinions about protected rearing. 
>>>
>>> Andy Davis, "The physiology of reared monarchs is unknown, and has not
>>> yet been thoroughly studied by science" Can I come to the "scientific"
>>> conclusion here that, "The physiology of reared monarchs is unknown,
>>> and has not yet been thoroughly studied by science" My suggestion to
>>> this very nice couple who is heavily invested in monarch disease and
>>> have spent their entire careers studying monarchs to prove their point
>>> which is described as "outcome" based science open your mind to other
>>> avenues. If I may, I'd like to make a suggestion. There are clean
>>> healthy ways to raise butterflies through protective rearing under
>>> outdoor, close to natural conditions. Careful people have been doing
>>> it for decades. Using the word "close" opens the door for you Sonia
>>> and Andy, I know, although you could come at it from another
>>> standpoint. "How can we study and perfect an accepted way to raise
>>> monarchs specifically under "close to natural" condition which could
>>> affect the monarch population positively and raise awareness for the
>>> species in the process. Nigel Ventors who lives in Argentina and is an
>>> old man in his late 60's like me who lives in Argentina spent a
>>> lifetime perfecting outdoor rearing to provide monarchs to people for
>>> all kinds of needs. He is arguably the most respected lepidopterist in
>>> the world. I know that last statement "provide monarchs to people for
>>> all kinds of needs" throws up a red flag immediately but unless you're
>>> sleeping in the woods naked and walking to work in a grass hut I ask
>>> you to relax and listen. I've taken many of Nigels discoveries and
>>> perfected them to "protected rearing" situations for natural release
>>> in the chrysalis stage locally. I could counter many of your comments
>>> with comments of my own but we could start with "any monarch who
>>> reaches the inflight state has been lucky". Predators see an egg as an
>>> egg and eats it not caring what's inside. This occurs in all stages
>>> without discretion as to genetics. When you release butterflies that
>>> have been protected from predators by merely netting their environment
>>> and moating the plants, you've created a natural environment with
>>> limited predators which is what occurred when a monarch got to flight
>>> without a net or moat for potted plants. There are other details to
>>> discuss and I would like to have this discussion with you coming from
>>> a standpoint as to how we can create a procedure practiced by trained
>>> individuals to protected rear, not only monarchs, but other native
>>> species to populate natural nectar gardens for the enjoyment and
>>> awareness of the general public and provide an alternative to
>>> butterflies displayed in enclosed conservatories and greenhouses. We
>>> can start from this crude model and work towards a clean safe
>>> duplicable model and procedure. Compromise is the key here Andy and
>>> Sonia. After all, this procedure has a very good chance of becoming a
>>> conservation tool just like raising fish became an accepted tool used
>>> by Fish and Wildlife at its founding.
>>> https //www youtube com/watch?v=EpuoLQBZc48
>>>
>>> On Mon, Sep 21, 2015 at 9 19 PM, Craig TheButterflyman
>>> 
>>> <mailto >> wrote
>>>
>>>      The butterfly farming in Iowa is being done by a billionaire Clark
>>>      Mcleod. They may have a little trouble with him. He's a former
>>>      science teacher that made a lot of money in telephone. Did you
>>>      read the latest article in the gazette ? He's going to raise a lot
>>>      of butterflies and make Cedar Rapids, Ia.  a monarch haven. It
>>>      doesn't seem he's going to buy into the BS, we'll see. I've been
>>>      trying to get in touch with him through the articles writer Orlan
>>>      Love without any success. Maybe you could try. We could gang up on
>>>      him ;) He may be the help we need to go up against this bunch. If
>>>      he does this other towns will want to do the same thing and we can
>>>      help.
>>>
>>> http //www.thegazette.com/subject/news/government/project-more-monarch-habitat-on-the-way-to-cedar-rapids-20150904
>>>
>>>      On Mon, Sep 21, 2015 at 9 04 PM, Craig TheButterflyman
>>>      
>>>      <mailto >> wrote
>>>
>>>          Yes, there are many formidable foes in this political
>>>          initiative. I'm expecting Gov. Abbott to get involved in this
>>>          at some point if it goes too far and Texas landowners and
>>>          industries are affected.
>>>          He already stopped Obama on immigration. I'm not sure this is
>>>          a big enough fight for him to pursue. I would guess GMO isn't
>>>          going anywhere especially since the republican Congress
>>>          decided food couldn't be labeled GMO. I guess we'll just keep
>>>          raising monarchs and enjoy the show.
>>>
>>>
>>>          On Mon, Sep 21, 2015 at 7 51 PM, Dale McClung
>>>           < >> wrote
>>>
>>>              Craig,
>>>
>>>              I am familiar with the Monarch Research Project which is
>>>              actually butterfly farming. It has been pooh poohed
>>>              already by Andy Davis and his wife Sonia Altizer.
>>>              What everyone needs to know about rearing monarchs - from
>>>              a science standpoint
>>>              < http //www.monarchscience.org/>
>>>
>>>              Some of think that if they list the monarch, it could be
>>>              the end of the endangered species act. How are they going
>>>              to enforce or regulate it? Protect milkweeds where ever
>>>              they grow? If milkweeds are on your property, can you get
>>>              rid of them? Monsanto is throwing money at the issue. I
>>>              don't blame Chip for having his hand out. Chip doesn't
>>>              want to see the monarch listed. University professors are
>>>              actually under pressure to secure these monies and grants.
>>>              Its part of their job. The underlying intent of listing
>>>              the monarch is to ban GMO's and pesticides by expanding
>>>              protected habitat under the ESA. The monarch is just the
>>>              mascot for this.
>>>
>>>              Originally, according to the press, Lincoln Brower was
>>>              solicited by Robert Kennedy Jr. to add his credential to
>>>              the petition to list the monarch as threatened. Robert
>>>              Kennedy Jr. is the senior attorney for the National
>>>              Resources Defense Council (NRDC). They were not named in
>>>              the petition but obviously involved in the background.
>>>              NRDC is the one that lost the recent lawsuit with the EPA
>>>              concerning banning certain pesticides.
>>>
>>>              Dale
>>>
>>>

(b) (6)
(b) (6)

(b) (6)
(b) (6)

(b) (6) (b) (6)



>>>
>>>              On 9/21/15 1 50 PM, Craig TheButterflyman wrote
>>>>              I know what you know. MJV is funded by FWS. MJV does
>>>>              their bidding or no money. FWS has an agenda and they're
>>>>              sticking to it. The local native milkweed is a big part
>>>>              of it. Commercial growers won t grow it because it won't
>>>>              sell so the liberal native plant growers get funded to
>>>>              grow it. Chip Taylor is funded by Monsanto which is in
>>>>              bed with FWS believe it or not. It's a waste of time
>>>>              trying to get FWS to the table. The only offense is to
>>>>              continuously get the truth out on social media like
>>>>              "monarchs and milkweed"  "Butterfly Enthusiast"
>>>>              "Butterflies of the Eastern United States" to name a few.
>>>>              They literally have an office at Texas Parks and Wildlife
>>>>              in Austin. If FWS wants to list the monarch butterfly no
>>>>              one can stop them except electing a conservative
>>>>              president next year. With a republican Congress the ESA
>>>>              may be taken out. At any rate the monarch will be
>>>>              delisted if already listed with just a republican
>>>>              president. Of course Florida has to go republican for
>>>>              that to happen. Iowa State University is working with
>>>>              Clark McLeod in Cedar Rapids and Chip Taylor is in on it.
>>>>              They're protected breeding monarchs. Read article below.
>>>>              I'm making a big donation below the following. Making
>>>>              butterfly gardens full of butterflies by protected
>>>>              rearing could protect your industry.
>>>>
>>>>              Monarchy Affectionadoes,
>>>>
>>>>              Those Iwegians (people from Iowa) have really jumped on
>>>>              the protected rearing of monarchs bandwagon and Chip
>>>>              Taylor of Monarch Watch has jumped on with them. I guess
>>>>              Monsanto is footing a lot of the bill for the weed and
>>>>              Clark Mcleod an Iowa millionaire is spending the rest.
>>>>              Ain't private enterprise great ??
>>>>
>>>> http //www thegazette com/subject/news/government/project-more-monarch-habitat-on-the-way-to-cedar-rapids-20150904
>>>>
>>>> <http //www.thegazette.com/subject/news/government/project-more-monarch-habitat-on-the-way-to-cedar-rapids-20150904>
>>>>
>>>>              I'm not going to say I told you so but you know I did. To
>>>>              borrow a phrase from the 60's "This is really cool" I
>>>>              guess they're saying it again ;) They haven't released
>>>>              any pictures or video yet but the timing of their
>>>>              interest leads me to believe this is where the idea came
>>>>              from right ?? Shouldn't everyone be doing this ???
>>>>              https //www.youtube.com/watch?v=EpuoLQBZc48
>>>>
>>>>              My milkweed donation last week;
>>>>
>>>>              I wish to donate 600, 1 gallon tuberosa (butterflyweed),
>>>>              500, 3 gallon Tropical milkweed,
>>>>              https //www.youtube.com/watch?v=TBONPy QXtIand a 3,000
>>>>              sq. ft. 30 x 100 heated greenhouse to the city
>>>>              https //www.youtube.com/watch?v=yJA6IbXL0Us. I only ask
>>>>              you (within 2 weeks) take down the greenhouse at its
>>>>              present location (13561 Pond Springs Rd. Austin) , pick
>>>>              up the 1100 plants, reconstruct the greenhouse at either
>>>>              Austin Nature Center or Zilker Botanical garden, put the
>>>>              donated plants in it and allow me to help populate
>>>>              downtown Austin with pollinator plants and butterflies.
>>>>              https //youtu.be/tiTBtjso83wRetail value of donation
>>>>              $25,000 + 
>>>>
>>>>              Street address  
>>>>
>>>>
>>>>              On Mon, Sep 21, 2015 at 12 22 PM, Dale McClung
>>>>              <mailto >>
>>>>              wrote
>>>>
>>>>
>>>>                  The IBBA has been involved and we have approached FWS
>>>>                  about sending a representative to our conference in
>>>>                  Nov. There have been some other things in the
>>>>                  background. The problem with FWS is they are full of
>>>>                  themselves. They're not very reasonable. They've
>>>>                  become hooked at the hip with monarch Joint venture.
>>>>                  A number of IBBA members put in comments during the
>>>>                  comment period. Here in FL monarchs are scarce
>>>>                  through the summer until Oct. too.
>>>>
>>>>                  Dale
>>>>
>>>>
>>>>                  On 9/21/15 1 07 PM, Craig TheButterflyman wrote
>>>>>                  I live here Dale. Monarchs are absent all summer
>>>>>                  until September and monarchs show up laying eggs.
>>>>>                  If you look at the egg and larvae map on JN you'll
>>>>>                  see many others have the same experience right
>>>>>                  through November. Check out last years egg and
>>>>>                  larvae map on JN. It's no more or less complicated
>>>>>                  than that. It makes the Tropical milkweed study from
>>>>>                  UGA a bunch of rubbish and they even say it's
>>>>>                  flawed, although no one will point that out but me.
>>>>>                  It's time the IBBA come out of their hole instead of
>>>>>                  cowering hoping the FWS doesn't put them out of
>>>>>                  business.
>>>>>
>>>>>                  On Mon, Sep 21, 2015 at 10 22 AM, Dale McClung
>>>>>                  
>>>>>                  <mailto >> wrote
>>>>>
>>>>>
>>>>>                      Craig,
>>>>>
>>>>>                      I have argued the same thing for years, but
>>>>>                      gravids do not migrate successfully according to
>>>>>                      the experts. When the fall comes, they head
>>>>>                      south just like all the other monarchs (my
>>>>>                      opinion) though the experts still somewhat
>>>>>                      maintain they remain in place until expiring.
>>>>>                      They are it seems usually ahead of the main
>>>>>                      migration producing a generation that may in
>>>>>                      turn migrate, but more appropriately this would
>>>>>                      be termed an emmigration rather than a migration
>>>>>                      which would involve a return trip. We would need
>>>>>                      have known tagged gravids recovered in MX to
>>>>>                      determine gravids make it to MX (or CA) and
>>>>>                      records concerning tagging do not record whether
>>>>>                      the butterfly is laying eggs as it moves south
>>>>>                      since they are usually one day field events and
>>>>>                      their behavioral aspects are not recorded or
>>>>>                      released reared and tagged before mating occurs.
>>>>>                      I recovered a tag from Cape May, NJ, here in St.
>>>>>                      Petersburg, FL, in Oct. one year. The female was
>>>>>                      gravid when it arrived, but unknown when mating
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>>>>>                      occurred. According to Chip Taylor on dplex, the
>>>>>                      assumption is it broke diapause or now perhaps
>>>>>                      more appropriately termed oligopause at some
>>>>>                      point en route. Unfortunately, Florida is
>>>>>                      considered monarch no-man's land and the
>>>>>                      monarchs coming down the coastal east coast
>>>>>                      flyway are not an important population since
>>>>>                      they rarely are found in MX.
>>>>>
>>>>>                      Dale
>>>>>
>>>>>                      Dale McClung
>>>>>                      Florida Monarch Butterfly Farm
>>>>>                      http //www.floridamonarch.com
>>>>>                      
>>>>>
>>>>>
>>>>>
>>>>>                      On 9/21/15 10 33 AM, Craig TheButterflyman wrote
>>>>>>                      Monarchy Affectionadoes,
>>>>>>
>>>>>>                      As you can see on this map eggs and larvae are
>>>>>>                      being reported throughout Texas as the monarchs
>>>>>>                      breed going south ahead of the cold weather.
>>>>>>                      I've observed this for years and know this
>>>>>>                      contributes immensely to the numbers in Mexico.
>>>>>>                      *Monarchs breed going south in the fall just
>>>>>>                      like they do going north in the spring
>>>>>>
>>>>>> *https //www.learner.org/jnorth/maps/monarch egg larva fall2015.html
>>>>>>                      Please report your eggs and caterpillars on
>>>>>>                      this sight. *This Royal Society study *
>>>>>>                      *documents HALF of the first generation
>>>>>>                      monarchs returning north in the spring
>>>>>>                      originate in Texas. Ask your agenda driven
>>>>>>                      mentors about this.
>>>>>>
>>>>>> http //rspb.royalsocietypublishing.org/content/280/1768/20131087*
>>>>>>                      There was a lot of unused milkweed along the
>>>>>>                      I-35 corrider after the monarchs migrated
>>>>>>                      through this spring indicating more milkweed
>>>>>>                      than was needed. If you would, review the
>>>>>>                      following videos and tell me what you
>>>>>>                      think.*Does Texas need more milkweed planted
>>>>>>                      out in the country ??*
>>>>>>
>>>>>>                      Dub Lyons Balcones Canyonlands;
>>>>>>                      https //www youtube com/watch?v=2zj5erzfBZE
>>>>>>
>>>>>>                      Hwy 71/ Hwy 281 intersection Marble Falls
>>>>>>                      https //www youtube com/watch?v=J0HMdJ8oUS4
>>>>>>
>>>>>>                      4 miles East of Elgin Texas Hwy 290;
>>>>>>                      https //www.youtube.com/watch?v=czk9q5M0cu4
>>>>>>
>>>>>>                      Brushy Creek Trail Cedar Park, Tx. Date of
>>>>>>                      Observation 5/2/15;
>>>>>>                      https //www.youtube.com/watch?v=CC40fCdgrPE
>>>>>>
>>>>>>                      Why the monarch numbers declined and why
>>>>>>                      they're recovering;
>>>>>>                      https //www.youtube.com/watch?v=9Oar8O5p43Y
>>>>>>
>>>>>>                      Charts and graphs supporting the above monarch
>>>>>>                      decline and recovery;
>>>>>>
>>>>>>                      Texas summer climate graph;
>>>>>>
>>>>>> http //blog.chron.com/climateabyss/files/2011/08/txsum11.gif
>>>>>>                      glysophate usage slide show and conclusions;
>>>>>>                      http //makewayformonarchs.org/i/archives/1933
>>>>>>                      Monarch Watch monarch population graph;
>>>>>>
>>>>>> http //monarchwatch.org/…/…/27/monarch-population-status-22/
>>>>>>
>>>>>> <http //monarchwatch.org/%E2%80%A6/%E2%80%A6/27/monarch-population-status-22/>
>>>>>>
>>>>>>                      Please tell your friends if they would like to
>>>>>>                      be one of the hundreds of "Monarchy
>>>>>>                      Affectionadoes" to receive the "facts" about
>>>>>>                      the monarch butterfly to send me an email.
>>>>>>
>>>>>>                      --
>>>>>>
>>>>>> https //www.youtube.com/channel/UCy6NZ7XBOrvomNSRvNM IMA/feed?filter=2
>>>>>>                      Whatever things are true, whatever things are
>>>>>>                      noble, whatever things are just, whatever
>>>>>>                      things are pure, whatever things are lovely,
>>>>>>                      whatever things are of good report, if there is
>>>>>>                      any virtue and if there is anything
>>>>>>                      praiseworthy—meditate on these things.
>>>>>>
>>>>>>                      Thank You
>>>>>>                      www CraigTheButterflyMan com
>>>>>>                      <http //www.CraigTheButterflyMan.com> ,
>>>>>>                      www.CraigCuts.com <http //www.CraigCuts.com>
>>>>>
>>>>>
>>>>>
>>>>>                  --
>>>>>
>>>>> https //www.youtube.com/channel/UCy6NZ7XBOrvomNSRvNM IMA/feed?filter=2
>>>>>                  Whatever things are true, whatever things are noble,
>>>>>                  whatever things are just, whatever things are pure,
>>>>>                  whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of
>>>>>                  good report, if there is any virtue and if there is
>>>>>                  anything praiseworthy—meditate on these things.
>>>>>
>>>>>                  Thank You
>>>>>                  www.CraigTheButterflyMan.com , www.CraigCuts.com
>>>>>                  <http //www.CraigTheButterflyMan.com>
>>>>
>>>>
>>>>
>>>>              --
>>>>
>>>> https //www.youtube.com/channel/UCy6NZ7XBOrvomNSRvNM IMA/feed?filter=2
>>>>              Whatever things are true, whatever things are noble,
>>>>              whatever things are just, whatever things are pure,
>>>>              whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good
>>>>              report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything
>>>>              praiseworthy—meditate on these things.
>>>>
>>>>              Thank You
>>>>              www.CraigTheButterflyMan.com , www.CraigCuts.com
>>>>              <http //www.CraigTheButterflyMan.com>
>>>
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>>>
>>>
>>>          --
>>>
>>> https //www youtube com/channel/UCy6NZ7XBOrvomNSRvNM_IMA/feed?filter=2
>>>          Whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever
>>>          things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are
>>>          lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any
>>>          virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy—meditate on these
>>>          things.
>>>
>>>          Thank You
>>>          www CraigTheButterflyMan com ,    www CraigCuts com
>>>          <http //www.CraigTheButterflyMan.com>
>>>
>>>
>>>
>>>
>>>      --
>>>
>>> https //www youtube com/channel/UCy6NZ7XBOrvomNSRvNM_IMA/feed?filter=2
>>>      Whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever
>>>      things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are
>>>      lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue
>>>      and if there is anything praiseworthy—meditate on these things.
>>>
>>>      Thank You
>>>      www.CraigTheButterflyMan.com ,    www.CraigCuts.com
>>>      <http //www CraigTheButterflyMan com>
>>>
>>>
>>>

>>>
>>> --
>>> https //www.youtube.com/channel/UCy6NZ7XBOrvomNSRvNM IMA/feed?filter=2
>>> Whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things
>>> are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely,
>>> whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if
>>> there is anything praiseworthy—meditate on these things.
>>>
>>> Thank You
>>> www.CraigTheButterflyMan.com   ,    www.CraigCuts.com
>>> <http //www.CraigTheButterflyMan.com>
>>
>

-- 
Craig the Butterflyman. Craig Oveson. Www.CraigtheButterflyman.com

Genesis 2 15 New King James Version (NKJV)
15 Then the Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to tend and keep it.

Philippians 4 8 New King James Version (NKJV)
Meditate on These Things
8 Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things arejust, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything
praiseworthy—meditate on these things.

Inline image

Craig Oveson
February 25 at 7 08am · Houston, TX · 
RESUME; Craig The Butterflyman; 
Please view this first 
Texas Representative Tony Dale; https //www.youtube.com/watch?v=kxyIkJge5kU
Resolution on House floor presented and passed during this 84th session. https //www facebook com/174842925931442/photos/a 537791622969902 1073741828 174842925931442/818369248245470/?type=1
Texas State Comptroller Taskforce; I attend regular state comptroller task force meetings on threatened and endangered species and advise the board. We have a robust wildlife protection program headed up by
 https //comptroller.texas.gov/p…/species-economy/task-force/
To Whom it may concern; We've spent the last 15 years performing community service and building relationships with elementary school administrators, teachers, and students. We've taken a butterfly sanctuary trailer full of plants and all
stages of the life cycle of the Texas state insect, the monarch butterfly, to school campuses and community events. We've had over 35,000 children go through the sanctuary. https //youtu.be/95u8NH2u7iA In many instances we've provided
plants for classroom rearing of monarchs for a science project. https //youtu.be/ jtort4ZYVk Bringing nature to the school saves schools the expense of off campus field trips and raising the butterflies in classrooms proves to be a memorable
experience for the children. Along with easily available free online study tools including videos and online reading and testing, the https //www.google.com/search…# teacher is able to simply complete the learning process. 
I've been recognized for bringing state agencies and NGOs. together for monarch butterfly conservation The administrators at lady bird Johnson wildfower center Www.wildflower.org  recognized me for putting them together with Texas
Parks and Wildlife and involving them with former First Lady Laura Bushes NGO, Www TexanbyNature org Texan By Nature www texanbynature org We align the broad interests of conservation groups with business, health care,
schools, the scientific community, and faith-based organizations.
https //www.fws.gov/…/Laura-Bush-Brings-Voice-to-Monarch-Co…
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Open Spaces Blog www fws gov Former First Lady Laura Bush encouraged all Texans to join her in helping save the monarch by planting native milkweed and nectar-producing plants whether over vast ...
Craig,
Thanks so very much for you continued support of the Wildflower Center. We really appreciate your help. Thanks to you, we made that wonderful connection with David Eichler and the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department. As a result, we
were invited to participate in the Texas Monarch and Native Pollinator Conservation Action Plan. Now THAT S CONSERVATION IN ACTION!
Best wishes,
Karen H. Clary, Ph.D.
Senior Program Manager, Plant Conservation
UT-Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center
4801 La Crosse Avenue
Austin, TX 78739
512-232-0160
My greatest accomplishment by far in monarchy has been providing an educational live butterfly experience, in all stages, to 10 ' s of thousands of Texas children hopefully to encourage them later in life to support conservation of the
creatures we've been entrusted with;
Planted miles of pollinator habitat. http //www.txwclp.org/…/resident-helps-with-pond-springs-r…/
FACEBOOK https //www.facebook.com/pages/CraigTheButterflyMancom/174842925931442
FACEBOOK https //www.facebook.com/pages/Plant-Milkweed/343137732539458?
ref=eyJzaWQiOiIwLjIwMjYwMTY0MTg5NTAwNTMiL CJxcyI6IkpUVkNKVEl5VUd4aGJuUWxNakJOYVd4cmQyVmxaQ1V5TWlVMVJBIiwiZ3YiOiI5NGFkMGE1NTE2ZDdhOGQ3YThhZWZiMmY4M2FhZjJlOGU0MjRiMjU2In0

The local Austin PBS channel KLRU produced a short documentary about the monarch butterfly. We were some of the human participates. We were chosen with the recommendation of the federal refuge Balcones Canyonlands
administrators. www youtube com/watch?v=jfn9wuvVaDw I use it to introduce myself and it gives me further credibility in the conservation community and schools. ( 6 Minutes;)
We've also taken the mobile butterfly sanctuary to many events including Museum Day at the  Bob Bullock Museum https //www.youtube.com/watch?v=CViWa 3xocE If you want more information google me; "Craig The Butterflyman"
There's a few more articles published about some other community service I've performed. https //www.google.com/search…# 
We have many educational videos online at my youtube channels 
https //m.youtube.com/channel/UCs7xh1Q-8wfFBlSYNdu2QIA
https //www.youtube.com/channel/UCaB1rMMnxEtKWWgTF9fQQ6g
We also represented the State of Texas in the International tent the last 2 years of "The Texas Outdoor Expo" at TPWD. We were next to the Mexican delegation representing the Biosphere Preserve in the mountains where the monarch
overwinters. We taught children about the monarch and its migration. 
We've perfected a simple ecologically and scientifically monitored and approved butterfly hatchery system to demonstrate to citizen scientist how they can protect the stages of monarch butterflies. https //m youtube com/watch?
v=EpuoLQBZc48 Citizens can raise butterflies in their backyards and release healthy butterflies to further breed and multiply in the wild. Public gardens such as Riemann gardens at Iowa State University. https //www.reimangardens.com/.
has worked to perfect raising techniques. Iowa State biologists have monitored projects and tested to be sure the monarchs bwing released will be disease free butterflies released to populate their gardens to compliment their live butterfly
conservatory. I also participate with the 20,000 member "The Beautiful Monarch". Facebook group where trained butterfly enthusiasts plant pollinator gardens with varieties of milkweed and nectar plants. Members bring eggs and caterpillars
to predator protected clean sanctuaries where they raise and release monarchs into nature. The membership on this group doubled during the 2017 season to the 20,000 members and we expect it to double again this 2018 monarch season. This
is already the largest group in the country participating in the conservation and expansion of the monarch butterfly population outnumbering all levels of government organization combined and continually expanding exponentially. "The
Beautiful Monarch" Facebook group has turned monarch conservation into a hobby and national pastime. 
Please send us an email and we'll put you on our communications list. Please continue to follow and like our Facebook pages Become a "Monarchy Affectionadoe" and like hundreds of city, state, and national directors of conservation
groups, officials, and monarch and pollinator lovers worldwide receive regular updates on events and info locally, statewide, and nationally by emailing CraigTheButterflyMan@gmail com

Inline image

Texas Representative Tony Dale / Craig The Butterflyman
Tony Dale and Craig the Butterflyman work together to…
YOUTUBE.COM



From: Congressional Sportsmen"s Foundation
To: greg j sheehan@fws.gov
Subject: [EXTERNAL] The Sportsmen"s Voice: August 10, 2018
Date: Friday, August 10, 2018 3:07:37 PM

ON CAPITOL HILL   |   IN THE STATES   |   CSF NEWS

Quick Links

Tracking the Capitols
Press Releases

CSF Poll Results
Economic Impact

Report
The Sportsmen's Voice

Archive

Upcoming Events

On Capitol Hill 
Bill Prioritizing Fish Conservation Introduced in
House
On August 8, former Congressional Sportsmen's Caucus (CSC) Co-Chair
Congressman Rob Wittman introduced the National Fish Habitat
Conservation Through Partnerships Act (H.R. 6660), a bill that authorizes
an important... Read More > >

Bills to Protect Columbia River Salmon and Steelhead
Advance



September 5 
29th Annual 

Banquet & Auction 
Washington, DC

 
September 13

Capitol Hill
Breakfast Briefing

Washington, DC

October 3
Wine, Wheels 

& Wildlife
Lexington, NC

CSF Job
Opportunities 

Central
Midwestern States

Coordinator

Brad Rowse Fellow
Internship Program

Event and Development
Internship Program

Take the CSF Poll

In your opinion: What is
the biggest obstacle
deterring youth from

hunting?

Check out our blog!

Reflecting on NASC's
Impact on Knife

Legislation

By CJ Buck and Jan Billeb 

On August 1, the Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation voted to pass S. 3119, the Endangered Salmon Predation
Prevention Act. Read More > >

Congressional Staff and Conservation Partners
Gather for Clays Competition
On August 7, nearly 200 attendees, including Congressional Sportsmen's
Caucus (CSC) staff and representatives from the sportsmen's conservation
community gathered at the Congressional Sportsmen's Foundation's (CSF)
annual August Recess Clays Competition outside Washington, DC. Read
More > >

USFWS Withdrawals Rule Banning Use of GMOs in
National Wildlife Refuge System
On August 2, the United States Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) announced
the withdrawal of the regulation prohibiting the use of genetically modified
(GMO) seeds on National Wildlife Refuges.
Read More > >

In the States
Northeast: CSF Hosts Policy Forum on Recruitment,
Retention, and Reactivation
By Brent Miller, Senior Director, Northeastern States
On August 5, the Congressional Sportsmen's Foundation (CSF) hosted a
Northeast regional policy forum concurrent with the Council of State
Governments Eastern Regional Conference in Rye Brook, New York.
Read More > >

Great Lakes: CSF and Partners Support the Fight
against Asian Carp
By Joel Hodgdon, Central Midwestern States Coordinator
On August 2, the Congressional Sportsmen's Foundation (CSF) and several
other partners in the recreational boating and angling community signed
on to a letter urging the US Corps of Engineer's...
Read More > >

California: CSF Opposes African Trophy Ban Bill
By Soren Nelson, Pacific Southwest States Coordinator
On August 2, the Congressional Sportsmen's Foundation (CSF) joined a
broad coalition of sportsmen's conservation organizations in opposing
California Senate Bill 1487, which would ban the importation of certain
legally harvested African species. Read More > >

Idaho Furthers Protections Against Chronic Wasting
Disease
By Zach Widner, Northwest States Senior Manager
On July 26, the Idaho Fish and Game Commission voted to ban the
importation of elk, deer, and moose from chronic wasting disease (CWD)
endemic states. Read More > >

CSF News
There are currently no updates.
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From: Kashyap Patel
To: Greg Sheehan
Subject: 2018 Jan Aug Conservation Achievements
Date: Monday, August 13, 2018 3:27:16 PM
Attachments: 2018 Jan Aug Conservation Achievements Aug 10 2018 Final.pdf

Hi Greg,

See if the attached reads how you would like. If you'd like any other tweaks, I can make those
edits for you and turn it around quickly.

Thanks,
Kashyap

-- 
Kashyap_Patel@fws.gov | acting Deputy Chief of Staff, Office of the Director | U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
| 1849 C Street NW, Room 3348 | Washington, DC 20240 | (202) 208-4923 | Txt/Cell: 703-638-4640



U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (FWS)
Conservation Achievement Highlights
January 2017 – August 2018

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Outdoor Recreation and Public Access
 The FWS published a rule to open more than 251,000 acres to new or
expanded hunting and fishing opportunities at 30 national wildlife refuges.  In
combination with the 130,000 acres opened on 10 Refuges in 2017, a total of 381,000
acres have opened or expanded to hunting and fishing since January 2017. This will
bring the number of units of the Refuge System where the public may hunt to 377,
and the number where fishing is permitted, to 312.

 Appointed 12 staff across the country to work full time on increasing hunting
and fishing access and reducing or eliminating unnecessary regulations.

 All hunting and fishing regulations on FWS lands are being reviewed with
the goal of better aligning them with state regulations. To date, 153 hunting and fishing assessments on refuges are
complete.  The purpose of the assessments is to identify opportunities for new and expanding existing hunting and fishing
opportunities.This alignment will result in numerous expanded season dates, methods of harvest and bag/creel limits for
existing opportunities.  More than 2,100 lines of regulation revisions are expected in 2018.

 In order to make information on hunting, fishing and outdoor recreation on public lands more accessible to the public,
while supporting state’s recruiting, retention, and reactivation efforts,  FWS has launched web pages with interactive maps,
links to state licensing information, stories on hunting and fishing, and information on duck stamps.

 Announced a $60 million cooperative agreement with the Recreational Boating
and Fishing Foundation to help retain and recruit recreational anglers and boaters.

 Working with the private sector and states to pilot a network of eight
Outdoor Skills Centers that will focus on improving Recruitment, Retention and
Reavtivation (R3)efforts.  FWS also hosted a joint workshop in June 2018 for states
and FWS employees to provide training to R3 coordinators and review state R3
plans.

 The newly established International Wildlife Conservation Council (IWCC)
will provide expertise and advice on international conservation issues.  IWCC’s
first meeting was in March, and it met again in June to discuss African country
perspectives on the relationship between hunting and conservation.

 Hosted the Sport Fishing and Boating Partnership Council Meeting to discuss
new policy and priorities for recreation and access under Secretary Zinke.

 The National Fish Hatchery System released over 292 million sportfish species, which provide recreational
angling opportunities while contributing to species restoration and recovery goals.  For example:

 The Lahontan National Fish Hatchery Complex is working alongside federal, state and local partners and tribes to restore
populations of Lahontan Cutthroat trout in the Truckee River Basin. These fish – once thought to be extinct – are now
providing sport fishing to anglers and adding to the region’s recreational economies.

 Garrison Dam and Valley City National Fish Hatcheries, both located in North Dakota, just finished up a record walleye
production season with over 10 million walleye fingerlings and 4 million fry stocked across waters in five Midwest states.

 For the first time, revised the Federal Migratory Bird Hunting and Conservation Stamp regulations to more prominently
feature the contribution of hunters to conservation.  The 2018 Duck Stamp features a hunting theme to celebrate the
contributions of hunters in acquiring over $1 Billion since 1934 to conserve waterfowl habitat, a primary reason populations
are at all-time highs.

USFWS

USFWS



 Hosted the inaugural meeting of the Hunting and Shooting Sports Conservation
Council which will provide advice on integrating hunting and shooting sports
considerations into FWS operations.

 Provided 35 recommendations to the Secretary to increase recreational access
and opportunities for the public on FWS-managed lands and waters. Some of the
recommendations build on actions currently underway in support of Secretarial
Order 3356, while others propose developing new recreational program elements.

 FWS appointed a team of 30 recreation, permit, grants and accessibility
technical specialists spanning five internal program areas to coordinate
implementation of Secretarial Order 3366 on recreation.

Habitat Conservation
 Using voluntary partnerships under the Partners for Fish and Wildlife program
and the Coastal program, FWS enhanced or restored 406 river miles, over 303,057
upland acres and over 41,290 wetland acres.

 Recently announced a new position of Senior Advisor to the Director for Western
States to enhance and improve the quality of big game winter range and migration corridors on FWS managed lands.
FWS is also working with state and federal partners to help implement the recent Secretarial Order 3362 to prioritize and
conserve western big game corridors.

 Since 2017, the National Fish Passage Program has removed 133 barriers opening over 5,500 river miles and 4,682 wetland
acres for native fish.  Projects were conducted in over 27 states and in partnership with more than 100 partners including
state agencies.

 FWS conducted approximately 400 risk assessments across the country to evaluate potentially invasive species. These
assessments provide the public, industry, and State and Federal decision makers with valuable information to better
prioritize and manage the greatest threats of invasive species.

 A 2014 memo prohibiting the use of Genetically Modified Organism (GMO) crop seeds and restricting the use of
neonicotinoid pesticides was withdrawn in order to provide more latitude to refuge managers to work adaptively and make
field level decisions about the best manner to fulfill the purposes of a refuge.

 The North American Wetlands Conservation Council recently recommended 24 grants to conserve 134,685 acres of
wetland habitat for waterfowl and other wetland migratory birds. Partners, including states, conservation organizations, and
others, will provide more than $60,500,000 to match almost $24,000,000 in grant funds. The projects will be presented to the
Migratory Bird Conservation Commission for final approval in September.

 In 2018, FWS has conserved 84,629 acres of priority wetlands and grasslands in the Prairie Pothole Region using
voluntary conservation easements.  FWS works with landowners to protect these critical habitats that support waterfowl
populations and recreational opportunities.

Species Management and Conservation
 Since January 2017, recovered a number of species under the ESA, including proposed delistings for Monito gecko,
Kirtland’s Warbler, Black-Capped Vireo, Foskett Speckled Dace, Colorado Butterfly Plant, Hidden Lake bluecurls, (now
final) and Eureka Valley evening-primrose (now final), as well as proposed downlistings of the Humpback chub, Nene
(Hawaiian Goose), Tobusch fishhook cactus (now final), and Eureka dune grass (now final).

 Delisted and reaffirmed a final rule to delist the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem population of Grizzly Bears under the
ESA.

 Issued a policy to ensure that state wildlife professionals are involved in all species status assessments contemplated
under ESA determinations.

 Secretary announced plans to restore Grizzly Bears on the Northern Cascades Ecosystem.

 Announced that the Canada lynx may no longer warrant protection under the ESA and should be considered for delisting
due to recovery. This recommendation is the result of almost 20 years of partnerships with state, federal, tribal, industry and
other land managers across a large landscape.

 Helping to finalize the development of a safe, effective, and economical sylvatic plague vaccine to protect prairie dogs in
identified management areas is part of a multi-partner collaboration between FWS, USGS, USDA-APHIS, and Colorado
Parks and Wildlife to increase populations of endangered black-footed ferrets (BFFs).  The species is entirely dependent
upon prairie dogs for survival, so efforts to protect prairie dogs are designed to bolster BFF numbers in an effort to recover
the species and return management to states.

USFWS



 For the first time in nearly 40 years, endangered California condors roosted on Blue Ridge National Wildlife Refuge in the
southern Sierra Nevada Mountains foothills in 2017. This is a milestone as the wild population grows the birds are expanding
into their former range, which once included the entire West Coast from Canada to Northern Mexico.

 As a result of integrated efforts by FWS and its partners including sea lamprey control, hatchery culture and stocking,
restoration of aquatic connectivity, assessment and applied research, landlocked Atlantic salmon naturally reproduced in
tributaries to the Lake Champlain Basin for the first time since early 1800s.

 Issued national guidance clarifying when an Incidental Take Permit (ITP) is required under Section 10 of the ESA.  The
guidance clarified than an ITP is only needed when an activity is likely to result in the take of listed wildlife and it is up to an
applicant’s discretion whether to apply for a permit or not.

 FWS proposed to replace existing regulations governing the nonessential
experimental population of the red wolf under Section 10(j) of the ESA.  If
finalized, the action would further conservation of the red wolf by enhancing
support for captive populations.

 In June, FWS hosted a meeting with other federal agency representatives to
discuss implementation of the “M opinion” to ensure consistency in application of
the Migratory Bird Treaty Act across the federal government.

 In July, FWS and NOAA Fisheries jointly proposed revisions to certain
regulations under the ESA to ensure clarity and consistency.  This continues the
bureaus’ joint efforts to improve how the ESA is implemented.

 Working with law enforcement counterparts from over 90 countries, FWS OLE participated in a global wildlife
enforcement operation that highlights how the FWS works to protect our nation’s border and natural resources, combats
transnational organized crime, and collaborates with federal, state, and international law enforcement counterparts.  In the
U.S., examples of successful wildlife interdictions included 3,800 crocodilian skins, 1,030 live reptiles, and 1,796 partial sea
turtle carapaces.

 Biologists with the FWS, NPS, and BOR recently released endangered humpback chub, an fish species endemic to the
Colorado River basin, into Bright Angel Creek in Grand Canyon National Park, following six years of successful removal of
nonnative trout.  This is an important milestone in the long-term effort to improve the species’ odds of survival through the
establishment of satellite spawning populations outside of the Little Colorado River.

Conservation Funding
 Since February 2017, FWS has awarded more than $2.3 billion in grants through Pittman-Robertson and Dingell-Johnson
act funds and State Wildlife Grant funds to states for improving access and fish and wildlife conservation.

 Over $114 million has been approved for 99 NAWCA grants affecting over 580,000 acres in the U.S., Canada, and Mexico
since January 2017.  These funds will be matched by almost $245 million from project partners.

 FWS announced $14 million in Boating Infrastructure Grants which support water-related outdoor recreation and tourism
by improving facilities for large transient recreational boats across the country.

 To support work under Secretarial Order 3362 on migration corridors, FWS set aside $3 million to address state research
needs and $2 million to support habitat management activities.  Of the latter amount, $500,000 will support a Migration
Corridor grant program.

 FWS distributed $2 million under the State and Interstate Aquatic Nuisance Species (ANS) Management Plan Grant
Program.  Forty four State and Interstate ANS plans have been approved to date.

 Working with the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, FWS established a Delaware Watershed Conservation Fund
which will offer $4.3 million in competitive grants to conserve fish and wildlife habitat, improve water quality, manage water
quantity and mitigate flooding, and support recreational opportunities in the Delaware River Watershed in Delaware,
Pennsylvania, and New Jersey.

 FWS will soon announce $3.8 million in grants to benefit migratory birds
through the Neotropical Migratory Bird Conservation Act (NMBCA) for 28
collaborative conservation projects in 16 countries across the Americas.
The NMBCA grants will leverage $14.2 million in additional partner funds.

USFWS

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
http://www.fws.gov

August 2018



From: Jesup, Benjamin
To: Jim Kurth; Stephen Guertin; Charisa Morris; Romanik, Peg
Cc: Helen Speights; Joan Goldfarb; Kimberly Fondren; Larry Mellinger; Linus Chen; Lynn Long; Nada Naseri; Nancy

Brown-Kobil; Philip Kline; Russell Husen; Shawn Finley
Subject: Attached are . . .
Date: Wednesday, January 31, 2018 4:36:04 PM
Attachments: Husen report 013118 (redline).docx

Finley Report 1.31.2018(1) (1).docx
Kline Report (1-31).docx
Speights Report Jan 31 2018.docx
Long Report 31 Jan 2018.docx
Goldfarb Report - 1-31-2018.docx
Naseri report-Jan 31 2018.docx
Chen Report 013118 track changes.docx
Brown-Kobil.Jan29-Feb2.2018.docx

. . . the super blue blood moon editions of the Fish and Wildlife Branch workload reports.  See
you tomorrow.

Ben

-- 
Ben Jesup
Assistant Solicitor for Fish and Wildlife
Solicitor's Office
Department of the Interior
202-208-3170

NOTICE: This email message (including any attachments) is intended for the use of the individual(s) or
entity to which it is addressed.  It may contain information that is privileged, confidential, or otherwise
protected by applicable law.  If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any
dissemination, distribution, copying or use of this message or its contents is strictly prohibited. If you
receive this message in error, please notify the sender immediately and destroy all copies.
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From: Gustavson, Angela
To: Angela Gustavson
Subject: Congressional Affairs Update
Date: Friday, July 13, 2018 4:24:32 PM
Attachments: 7.13.18.docx

Good afternoon, 

The Congressional Affairs Update for this week is attached. 

Last week, Senator Barrasso released a draft ESA reform bill that will be the subject of a
hearing next week on July 17. In addition, yesterday, the House Western Caucus introduced a
package of ESA reform bills. 

Next week, the Interior appropriations bill for FY 2019 is expected to be considered on the
House floor. A number of amendments of interest to the Service have been submitted for
consideration by the Rules Committee at a meeting scheduled for July 16. 

Next week there are several hearings of interest to the Service, including on the ESA,
waterfowl hunting, and government reorganization efforts. 

Have a good weekend, 

Angela

Angela Gustavson
Deputy Chief
Division of Congressional and Legislative Affairs
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Office: 703-358-2253
Mobile: 202-909-5105
angela gustavson@fws.gov
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CONGRESSIONAL AFFAIRS UPDATE 
 

Division of Congressional and Legislative Affairs 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

 
July 13, 2018 

2018 Congressional Recess Schedule 
 

Senate Holidays & Special Days House 
State Work Period 

Aug. 6-Aug. 10 
Labor Day 

Sep. 3 
District Work Period 

July 30-Sep. 3 
Sep. 10-Sep. 11 Rosh Hashanah  Sep. 10-Sep. 11 

Sep. 19 
 

Yom Kippur District Work Period 
Sep. 17-Sep. 21 

Oct. 8 Columbus Day Oct. 8 
State Work Period 

Oct. 29-Nov. 12  
Veterans Day 

Nov. 12 (observed) 
District Work Period 

Oct. 15-Nov. 9 
State Work Period 

Nov. 19-Nov. 23 
Thanksgiving Day 

Nov. 22 
District Work Period 

Nov. 19-Nov. 23 
 Targeted Adjournment Date 

Dec. 14 
 

 
UPDATES ON LEGISLATION OF INTEREST 

 
Senate Releases ESA Reform Legislation 
On Monday, July 2, the Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works Chairman John 
Barrasso (R-WY) released draft legislation to reform the Endangered Species Act. The 
Endangered Species Act Amendments of 2018 discussion draft, which was developed in 
consultation with the Western Governors Association, would provide the states with a greater 
role in implementation of the ESA through recovery teams, listing proposals, and candidate 
conservation, among other things. The draft bill will be the subject of a legislative hearing on 
July 17.  
 
For more information, please visit: https://www.epw.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/press-releases-
republican?ID=D10FBBBD-8886-4E0F-950B-A24DE5726CE4 
 
House Western Caucus Introduces Package of ESA Reform Legislation 
On Thursday, June 12, the House Western Caucus introduced nine bills as a part of a legislative 
package to reform the Endangered Species Act. The package includes legislation that would, 
among other things, authorize the Secretary of the Interior to delist species upon receipt of 
information demonstrating the species is recovered; require consultation with State agencies 
regarding listing determinations; establish voluntary conservation incentive programs; reform the 
petition process; authorize cooperative agreements between the Secretary of the Interior and 
State agencies to manage listed species; codify certain requirements for Safe Harbor 
Agreements, Candidate Conservation Agreements with Assurances, and Habitat Conservation 
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Plans; require consideration of all conservation actions underway; limit critical habitat 
designations in limited water storage areas; and require transparency and public disclosure of 
data used in listing determinations. 
 
For more information, please visit: https://westerncaucus.house.gov/issues/issue/?IssueID=14890  
 
Interior Appropriations Bill for FY 2019 to be Considered on House Floor 
During the week of July 16, the House of Representatives is expected to take up H.R. 6147, the 
Interior, Environment, Financial Services, and General Government Appropriations Act of 2019. 
The bill funds the Service at $1.6 billion and increases funding for the State and Tribal Wildlife 
Grants and the North American Wetlands Conservation Act, among other programs. On 
Monday, July 16, the House Committee on Rules will consider numerous amendments that have 
been submitted to the Committee, including 36 of relevance to the Service. Some of these 
amendments include: 

● #3: Smith (R-MO-8), Gianforte (R-MT-AL), which prevents the payment of attorney's 
fees as part of any settlement the Federal Government enters into under the Clean Air 
Act, the Clean Water Act, and the Endangered Species Act. 

● #28: Beyer (D-VA-8), which strips all ESA riders from the bill. 
● #35: Abraham (R-LA-5), Westerman (R-AR-4), Crawford (R-AR-1), which prevents the 

enforcement of limitations or prohibitions on the use of GMO seed in commercial 
agricultural operations conducted on National Wildlife Refuges. 

● #68: Lamborn (R-CO-5), which prohibits the use of funds to implement or enforce the 
threatened species or endangered species listing of any plant or wildlife that has not 
undergone a review as required by section 4(c)(2) of the Endangered Species Act of 
1973. 

● #84: Soto (D-FL-9), which increases funding for the National Wildlife Refuge System by 
$500,000 for the Wildlife and Habitat Management of invasive species. 

● #95: Grijalva (D-AZ-4), which prohibits funds for the construction of a border wall in the 
Santa Ana National Wildlife Refuge. 

● #100: Grijalva (D-AZ-4), which prohibits funds for trophy hunting permits authorizing 
importation from any country of an elephant trophy or lion trophy from Zimbabwe, 
Zambia, or Tanzania. 

● #127: Smith (R-MO-8), which prevents funds from being used to designate critical 
habitat on private land under the Endangered Species Act. 

 
The bill will likely be considered on the House floor later in the week.  
 
For a list of all submitted amendments to the Rules Committee, please visit: 
https://rules.house.gov/bill/115/hr-6147 
For the full bill text, please visit: 
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/BILLS-115hr6147rh/pdf/BILLS-115hr6147rh.pdf 
For the Report on H.R. 6147, please visit: 
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CRPT-115hrpt765/pdf/CRPT-115hrpt765.pdf 
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HEARINGS AND MARKUPS OF INTEREST 
 
House Committee Marks Up Cormorant Depredation Legislation 
On Wednesday, July 11, the House Committee on Natural Resources held a markup of pending 
bills referred to the Committee, one of which is of interest to the Service. H.R. 6302, sponsored 
by Representative Jack Bergman (R-MI-1), reinstates both cormorant Depredation Orders, 
which allow the take of cormorants without FWS permits, until FWS finalizes new cormorant-
related regulations. The bill was approved by the Committee by a vote of 19-13 with a minor 
technical amendment. 
 
For more information, please visit: 
https://naturalresources.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=405252 
 
House Subcommittee Holds Legislative Hearing on Administration of Water Facilities 
On Wednesday, July 11, the House Natural Resources Subcommittee on Water, Power and 
Oceans held a legislative hearing on several bills related to the administration of water facilities. 
Of interest to the Service, H.R. 5556, the Environmental Compliance Cost Transparency Act of 
2018, sponsored by Representative Paul Gosar (R-AZ-4), would require the four power 
marketing administrations to report in ratepayers’ bills the cost of fish and wildlife compliance 
measures. Members of the Subcommittee spoke to several issues of interest to the Service, 
including: 

● Rep. Gosar stated that fish and wildlife compliance costs are some of the highest 
variable costs for hydropower, and discussed his bill as providing the transparency 
necessary to keep hydropower viable.  

● Representative Jimmy Gomez (D-CA-34) suggested that to increase transparency, H.R. 
5556 should include other variable costs, including those related to irrigation and 
transmission. He also discussed the benefits of environmental conservation and the 
services that healthy ecosystems provide. 

● Representative Doug LaMalfa (R-CA-1) discussed the challenges of balancing the 
water needs for power and irrigation in California with the requirements for fish and 
wildlife compliance. 

● Representative Don Beyer (D-VA-8) asked how often consumers requested the 
information required by H.R. 5556, and questioned potential bias in calculating 
compliance costs. 

 
For more information, please visit: 
https://naturalresources.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=405249 
 
House Subcommittee Considers the Role of Grazing on Federal Lands 
On Thursday, July 12, the House Natural Resources Subcommittee on Federal Lands held an 
oversight hearing titled “The Essential Role of Livestock Grazing on Federal Lands and Its 
Importance to Rural America.” Members of the Subcommittee spoke to several issues of interest 
to the Service, including: 

● Chairman Tom McClintock (R-CA-4) discussed how litigation, and fear thereof, has 
impacted grazing on public lands and expressed the subcommittee’s goal to restore 
responsible grazing to those lands.  
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● Ranking Member Niki Tsongas (D-MA-3) stated that the Committee should be 
focusing on giving federal agencies more tools for grazing management, citing that costs 
of management greatly outweigh the money. She expressed support for H.R. 3624, the 
Rural Economic Vitalization Act, which would allow ranchers to be paid by third parties 
to voluntarily retire grazing permits. 

● Full Committee Chairman Rob Bishop (R-UT-1), and Representatives Greg 
Gianforte (R-MT-AL) and Scott Tipton (R-CO-3) asked how grazing benefits sage 
grouse and sagebrush ecosystems by reducing risk of fire and invasives. Representative 
Glenn Thompson (R-PA-5) spoke directly to sage grouse and the need to address non-
grazing threats to sage grouse, such as predation by ravens.  

 
For more information, please visit: 
https://naturalresources.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=405255 
 

UPCOMING HEARINGS OF INTEREST 
 
Senate Committee to Examine Amendments to the Endangered Species Act 
On Tuesday, July 17, the Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works will hold a 
legislative hearing on a discussion draft of S. , the Endangered Species Act Amendments of 
2018. Among other things, the proposal provides states with increased authority in writing 
species recovery goals, habitat objectives and other criteria for delisting or downlisting at-risk 
animals and plants under the Endangered Species Act. The Department of the Interior has not 
been invited to testify. The hearing is scheduled for 9:45 a.m. in 406 Dirksen Senate Office 
Building.  
 
For more information, please visit: 
https://www.epw.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/hearings?ID=69B85B0B-EFAB-487F-8BF6-
92D668D9037A 
 
House Subcommittee to Discuss Waterfowl Hunting Legislation 
On Tuesday, July 17, the House Natural Resources Subcommittee on Federal Lands will hold a 
legislative hearing on numerous bills referred to the Committee, including one of interest to the 
Service. H.R. 6013, sponsored by Chairman Rob Bishop (R-UT-1), opens the duck hunting 
season a week early for veterans and youth and prohibits the reduction in hunting season length 
or bag limits for ducks from the 2017-2018 hunting season. The Service will submit a Statement 
for the Record on the legislation. The hearing is scheduled for 10:00 a.m. in 1324 Longworth 
House Office Building.  
 
For more information, please visit: 
https://naturalresources.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=405309 
 
Senate Committee to Examine Government Reorganization Proposal   
On Wednesday, July 18, the Senate Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs  
will hold a full committee hearing to discuss the Administration’s plan to reorganize the federal 
government. Margaret Weichert, Deputy Director for Management, will testify on behalf of the 
Office of Management and Budget. The hearing is scheduled for 10:00 a.m. in SD-342.  
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For more information, please visit: 
https://www.hsgac.senate.gov/hearings/reviewing-the-administrations-government-
reorganization-proposal 
 
House Subcommittee to Discuss Preparations for 2018 Hurricane Season 
On Wednesday, July 18, the House Transportation Subcommittee on Economic Development, 
Public Buildings, and Emergency Management will hold an oversight hearing to discuss 
recovery from the 2017 hurricane season and preparations for the 2018 season. The hearing is 
scheduled for 10:00 a.m. in 2167 Rayburn House Office Building.  
 
For more information, please visit: 
https://transportation.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=402653 
 
Senate Committee to Consider DOI Reorganization Proposal 
On Thursday, July 19, the Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources will hold an 
oversight hearing to examine the reorganization and modernization proposals for the Department 
of the Interior and the Department of Energy. Susan Combs, Acting Assistant Secretary for Fish, 
Wildlife and Parks, will testify on behalf of the Department of the Interior. The hearing is 
scheduled for 10:00 a.m. in 366 Dirksen Senate Office Building.  
 
For more information, please visit: 
https://www.energy.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/hearings-and-business-
meetings?ID=F549B937-C758-4DD7-B41E-6BE83068C050 
 

INTRODUCED LEGISLATION OF INTEREST 
 
H.R.6364 — To amend the Endangered Species Act of 1973 to increase State and local 
involvement in management plans. 
Sponsor: Rep. Young, Don [R-AK-At Large] (Introduced 07/12/2018) Cosponsors: (18) 
Committees: House - Natural Resources 
Latest Action: House - 07/12/2018 Referred to the House Committee on Natural Resources. 
  
H.R.6362 — To establish an improved regulatory process to prevent the introduction and 
establishment in the United States of injurious wildlife. 
Sponsor: Rep. Stefanik, Elise M. [R-NY-21] (Introduced 07/12/2018) Cosponsors: (0) 
Committees: House - Natural Resources, Judiciary, Ways and Means, Budget 
Latest Action: House - 07/12/2018 Referred to the Committee on Natural Resources, and in 
addition to the Committees on the Judiciary, Ways and Means, and the Budget, for a period to be 
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such provisions as fall 
within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.  
  
H.R.6360 — To amend the Endangered Species Act of 1973 to provide for greater certainty 
and improved planning for incidental take permit holders. 
Sponsor: Rep. Norman, Ralph [R-SC-5] (Introduced 07/12/2018) Cosponsors: (17) 
Committees: House - Natural Resources 
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Latest Action: House - 07/12/2018 Referred to the House Committee on Natural Resources. 
  
H.R.6356 — To amend the Endangered Species Act of 1973 to provide for improved 
precision in the listing, delisting, and downlisting of endangered species and potentially 
endangered species. 
Sponsor: Rep. Biggs, Andy [R-AZ-5] (Introduced 07/12/2018) Cosponsors: (23) 
Committees: House - Natural Resources 
Latest Action: House - 07/12/2018 Referred to the House Committee on Natural Resources. 
  
H.R.6355 — To amend the Endangered Species Act of 1973 to define petition backlogs and 
provide expedited means for discharging petitions during such a backlog. 
Sponsor: Rep. Westerman, Bruce [R-AR-4] (Introduced 07/12/2018) Cosponsors: (17) 
Committees: House - Natural Resources 
Latest Action: House - 07/12/2018 Referred to the House Committee on Natural Resources. 
  
H.R.6354 — STORAGE Act of 2018 
Sponsor: Rep. Gosar, Paul A. [R-AZ-4] (Introduced 07/12/2018) Cosponsors: (15) 
Committees: House - Natural Resources 
Latest Action: House - 07/12/2018 Referred to the House Committee on Natural Resources. 
  
H.R.6346 — To amend the Endangered Species Act of 1973 to provide for consideration of 
the totality of conservation measures in determining the impact of proposed Federal agency 
action. 
Sponsor: Rep. Johnson, Mike [R-LA-4] (Introduced 07/12/2018) Cosponsors: (24) 
Committees: House - Natural Resources 
Latest Action: House - 07/12/2018 Referred to the House Committee on Natural Resources. 
  
H.R.6345 — To provide for greater county and State consultation with regard to petitions 
under the Endangered Species Act of 1973, and for other purposes. 
Sponsor: Rep. Pearce, Stevan [R-NM-2] (Introduced 07/12/2018) Cosponsors: (23) 
Committees: House - Natural Resources 
Latest Action: House - 07/12/2018 Referred to the House Committee on Natural Resources. 
  
H.R.6344 — To amend the Endangered Species Act of 1973 to encourage voluntary 
conservation efforts. 
Sponsor: Rep. Tipton, Scott R. [R-CO-3] (Introduced 07/12/2018) Cosponsors: (15) 
Committees: House - Natural Resources 
Latest Action: House - 07/12/2018 Referred to the House Committee on Natural Resources. 
 
H.R.6336 — Fair Access for Farmers and Ranchers Act of 2018 
Sponsor: Rep. Fudge, Marcia L. [D-OH-11] (Introduced 07/11/2018) Cosponsors: (1) 
Committees: House - Agriculture 
Latest Action: House - 07/11/2018 Referred to the House Committee on Agriculture. 
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S.3196 — A bill to defend economic livelihoods and threatened animals in the greater 
Okavango River Basin, and for other purposes. 
Sponsor: Sen. Portman, Rob [R-OH] (Introduced 07/11/2018) Cosponsors: (4) 
Committees: Senate - Foreign Relations 
Latest Action: Senate - 07/11/2018 Read twice and referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 
  
S.3195 — A bill to encourage greater community accountability of law enforcement 
agencies, and for other purposes. 
Sponsor: Sen. Cardin, Benjamin L. [D-MD] (Introduced 07/11/2018) Cosponsors: (0) 
Committees: Senate - Judiciary 
Latest Action: Senate - 07/11/2018 Read twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
  
S.3193 — A bill to limit the establishment or extension of national monuments in the State 
of Utah. 
Sponsor: Sen. Lee, Mike [R-UT] (Introduced 07/11/2018) Cosponsors: (0) 
Committees: Senate - Energy and Natural Resources 
Latest Action: Senate - 07/11/2018 Read twice and referred to the Committee on Energy and 
Natural Resources. 
  
S.Res.569 — A resolution recognizing the importance of public park and recreation 
facilities and activities and providing for the designation of the month of July 2018 as 
"Park and Recreation Month". 
Sponsor: Sen. Wyden, Ron [D-OR] (Introduced 07/09/2018) Cosponsors: (8) 
Committees: Senate - Judiciary 
Latest Action: Senate - 07/09/2018 Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
  
H.R.6307 — Finger Lakes National Heritage Area Study Act 
Sponsor: Rep. Reed, Tom [R-NY-23] (Introduced 07/03/2018) Cosponsors: (6) 
Committees: House - Natural Resources 
Latest Action: House - 07/03/2018 Referred to the House Committee on Natural Resources. 
  
H.R.6302 — To enact as law certain regulations relating to the taking of double-crested 
cormorants. 
Sponsor: Rep. Bergman, Jack [R-MI-1] (Introduced 07/03/2018) Cosponsors: (0) 
Committees: House - Natural Resources 
Latest Action: House - 07/11/2018 Ordered to be Reported (Amended) by the Yeas and Nays: 19 
- 13. 
  
H.R.6300 — National Ocean Policy Act of 2018 
Sponsor: Rep. Panetta, Jimmy [D-CA-20] (Introduced 06/29/2018) Cosponsors: (0) 
Committees: House - Natural Resources 
Latest Action: House - 06/29/2018 Referred to the House Committee on Natural Resources. 
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H.R.6299 — To modify the process of the Secretary of the Interior for examining certain 
mining claims on Federal lands in Storey County, Nevada, to facilitate certain pinyon-
juniper-related projects in Lincoln County, Nevada, to modify the boundaries of certain 
wilderness areas in the State of Nevada, to fully implement the White Pine County 
Conservation, Recreation, and Development Act, and for other purposes. 
Sponsor: Rep. Amodei, Mark E. [R-NV-2] (Introduced 06/29/2018) Cosponsors: (0) 
Committees: House - Natural Resources, Oversight and Government Reform 
Latest Action: House - 06/29/2018 Referred to the Committee on Natural Resources, and in 
addition to the Committee on Oversight and Government Reform, for a period to be 
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such provisions as fall 
within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned. 
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Good afternoon, 

The Congressional Affairs Update for this week is attached. 

This week, the House passed the Interior appropriations bill for FY 2019. There were several
amendments of interest to the Service that were adopted. 

There were a few hearings of interest to the Service this week, including on the Endangered
Species Act, waterfowl hunting, and DOI reorganization. 

Have a good weekend, 

Angela

Angela Gustavson
Deputy Chief
Division of Congressional and Legislative Affairs
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Office: 703-358-2253
Mobile: 202-909-5105
angela_gustavson@fws.gov
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CONGRESSIONAL AFFAIRS UPDATE 
 

Division of Congressional and Legislative Affairs 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

 
July 20, 2018 

2018 Congressional Recess Schedule 
 

Senate Holidays & Special Days House 
State Work Period 

Aug. 6-Aug. 10 
Labor Day 

Sep. 3 
District Work Period 

July 30-Sep. 3 
Sep. 10-Sep. 11 Rosh Hashanah  Sep. 10-Sep. 11 

Sep. 19 
 

Yom Kippur District Work Period 
Sep. 17-Sep. 21 

Oct. 8 Columbus Day Oct. 8 
State Work Period 

Oct. 29-Nov. 12  
Veterans Day 

Nov. 12 (observed) 
District Work Period 

Oct. 15-Nov. 9 
State Work Period 

Nov. 19-Nov. 23 
Thanksgiving Day 

Nov. 22 
District Work Period 

Nov. 19-Nov. 23 
 Targeted Adjournment Date 

Dec. 14 
 

 
UPDATES ON LEGISLATION OF INTEREST 

 
House Passes International Wildlife Conservation Legislation 
On Tuesday, July 17, the House of Representatives passed H.R. 4819, “Defending Economic 
Livelihoods and Threatened Animals Act”, under suspension of the rules. The bill, sponsored by 
Representative Jeff Fortenberry (R-NE-1), directs the State Department, USAID and other 
relevant agencies to work with African countries to support local economic growth through 
conservation and biodiversity programs that build local capacity to protect wildlife species in the 
greater Okavango River Basin of southern Africa. A companion bill, S. 3196, was recently 
introduced in the Senate by Senator Rob Portman (R-OH).  
 
House Passes Interior Budget for FY 2019 
On Thursday, July 19, the House of Representatives passed H.R. 6147, the Interior, 
Environment, Financial Services, and General Government Appropriations Act of 2019, by a 
vote of 217-199. The bill funds the Service at $1.6 billion and increases funding for the State and 
Tribal Wildlife Grants and the North American Wetlands Conservation Act, among other 
programs. Several amendments relevant to the Service were adopted and included in the final 
package: 

● #3: Soto (D-FL-9), which increases funding for the National Wildlife Refuge System by 
$500,000 for the Wildlife and Habitat Management of invasive species, was agreed to by 
voice vote. 

● #4: Lance (R-NJ-7), Gottheimer (D-NJ-5), which increases funding for the Delaware 
River Basin Restoration Program by $1 million, was agreed to by voice vote. 
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● #48: Lamborn (R-CO-5), which prohibits the use of funds to implement or enforce the 
threatened species listing of the Preble’s meadow jumping mouse under the Endangered 
Species Act, was adopted: 213-202 

● #49: Lamborn (R-CO-5), which prohibits the use of funds to implement or enforce the 
threatened species or endangered species listing of any plant or wildlife that has not 
undergone a review as required by section 4(c)(2) of the Endangered Species Act of 
1973, was adopted: 213-201. 

● #62: Pearce (R-NM-2), Marshall (R-KS-1), which prevents funds from being used to 
carry out any rulemaking on the status of the Lesser Prairie Chicken, was adopted 216-
199. 

● #66: Abraham (R-LA-5), Westerman (R-AR-4), Crawford (R-AR-1), Harris (R-MD-1), 
which prevents the enforcement of limitations or prohibitions on the use of genetically 
modified crops in commercial agricultural operations conducted on National Wildlife 
Refuges, was agreed to by voice vote. 

● #70: Smith (R-MO-8), Gianforte (R-MT-AL), which prevents the payment of attorney’s 
fees as part of any settlement the Federal government enters into under the Clean Air Act, 
the Clean Water Act, and the Endangered Species Act, was adopted 215-199. 

● #82: Zeldin (R-NY-1), DeLauro (D-CT-3), Rice (D-NY-4), Suozzi (D-NY-3), Faso (R-
NY-19), which prohibits funds from being used by the GSA to market or sell Plum 
Island, NY, was agreed to by voice vote. 

 
For more information on final bill passage, please visit: 
https://appropriations.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=395385 
 
 

HEARINGS AND MARKUPS OF INTEREST 
 
Senate Committee Examines Amendments to the Endangered Species Act 
On Tuesday, July 17, the Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works held a legislative 
hearing on a discussion draft of S. , the Endangered Species Act Amendments of 2018. The 
bill, which was developed in consultation with the Western Governors Association (WGA), 
would provide the states with a greater role in implementation of the ESA through recovery 
teams, listing proposals, and candidate conservation, among other things. Member spoke to many 
issues of interest to the Service, including: 
 

● Chairman John Barrasso (R-WY) discussed his view that the ESA is not working, 
citing the small percentage of species that have been delisted. He asked Wyoming 
Governor Mead to discuss recent efforts to amend the ESA, including the WGA 
initiative, and to explain why states should be equal partners in implementing the ESA. 

● Ranking Member Tom Carper (D-DE) noted that many states were not involved in the 
WGA initiative and discussed Delaware’s good relationship working with the Service on 
ESA implementation. He asked witnesses about the economic benefits of conserving 
species and their habitats. 

● Senator Joni Ernst (R-IA) discussed the pallid sturgeon as an example of how the 
federal government is failing to work with the local community and prioritizing species 
over people. 
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● Senator Chris Van Hollen (D-MD) questioned the provision in the bill that would 
require states to evaluate the work performance of Service employees. 

● Senator Dan Sullivan (R-AK) asked about the role of traditional knowledge in ESA 
implementation. He also discussed the expertise of state wildlife agencies. 

● Ranking Member Carper and Senators Ben Cardin (D-MD), Cory Booker (D-NJ), 
and Tammy Duckworth (D-IL) discussed the impact of inadequate budgets. They also 
expressed concerns with the draft bill’s provision to modify best available science and 
limit judicial review. 

● Senator Jeff Merkley (D-OR) provided examples of Oregon’s work conserving 
candidate species. He discussed how some of the provisions in the draft bill would have 
undermined the state’s proactive efforts to conserve the sage grouse. 

● Senator Ed Markey (D-MA) discussed how the ESA has helped prevent the extinction 
of 99 percent of listed species from going extinct. He asked witnesses how the draft bill 
would limit state’s ability to work on recovery of endangered species. 

 
For more information, please visit: 
https://www.epw.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/hearings?ID=69B85B0B-EFAB-487F-8BF6-
92D668D9037A 
 
House Subcommittee Discusses Waterfowl Hunting Legislation 
On Tuesday, July 17, the House Natural Resources Subcommittee on Federal Lands held a 
legislative hearing on multiple bills referred to the Committee, including one of interest to the 
Service. H.R. 6013, sponsored by Chairman Rob Bishop (R-UT-1), would set January 31 as 
the annual duck hunting closing date, require the first weekend in February to be open to duck 
hunting for youth, veterans, and active duty military, and prohibit the reduction in hunting season 
length or bag limits from the 2017-2018 hunting season. The Service submitted a Statement for 
the Record on the legislation.  
 
Chairman Bishop (R-UT-1) explained that the bill would promote duck hunting for youth and 
veterans among other things. In discussion with Members, witness Mr. Dale Hall noted that 
science should be the driver to make duck harvest decisions, that Ducks Unlimited has found no 
biological reason not to allow January 31 as a closing date choice to states, and that legislatively 
setting season length and bag limits would have the unintended consequences of bypassing the 
current science-based process.  
 
For more information, please visit: 
https://naturalresources.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=405309 
 
House Committee Marks Up Water Infrastructure Bills 
On Wednesday, July 18, the House Committee on Natural Resources marked up several bills, 
including H.R. 5556, the Environmental Compliance Cost Transparency Act of 2018. H.R 5556, 
sponsored by Representative Paul Gosar (R-AZ-4), would require the four power marketing 
administrations to report in ratepayers’ bills the cost of fish and wildlife compliance measures. 
The bill next goes to the House floor for consideration. 
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For more information, please visit: 
https://naturalresources.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=405321  
 
Senate Committee Considers DOI Reorganization Proposal 
On Thursday, July 19, the Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources held an oversight 
hearing to examine the reorganization and modernization proposals for the Department of the 
Interior and the Department of Energy. Susan Combs, Acting Assistant Secretary for Fish, 
Wildlife and Parks, testified on behalf of the Department of the Interior. Members discussed 
several issues relevant to the Service, including: 

● Senators Angus King (I-ME) and Mazie Hirono (D-HI) inquired about the proposal to 
incorporate the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) within the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service. Senator King (I-ME) requested details regarding consultation with and 
potential impacts on personnel within NMFS and the Department of Commerce. Senator 
Hirono (D-HI) cited a 2013 GAO report, which stated that the drawbacks of such an 
agency reorganization would outweigh the benefits, and asked about the changes since 
the report to justify the 2018 proposal.   

● Senator Cory Gardner (R-CO) discussed his concerns about the possibility that based 
on the proposed reorganization, the Department of Energy through the Western Area 
Power Administration may not fund the Upper Colorado and San Juan Fish Recovery 
Program to keep them in compliance under the ESA. 

 
For more information, please visit: 
https://www.energy.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/hearings-and-business-
meetings?ID=F549B937-C758-4DD7-B41E-6BE83068C050 
 

UPCOMING HEARINGS OF INTEREST 
 
House Subcommittee to Discuss Grazing on Federal Land 
On Tuesday, July 24, the House Oversight and Government Reform Subcommittee on Interior, 
Energy, and Environment will hold an oversight hearing entitled “Preserving Opportunities for 
Grazing on Federal Land.” The hearing is scheduled for 2:00 p.m. in 2247 Rayburn House Office 
Building.  
 
For more information, please visit: 
https://oversight.house.gov/hearing/preserving-opportunities-for-grazing-on-federal-land/ 
 
House Subcommittee to Hold Hearing on NOAA’s Blue Economy Initiative 
On Tuesday, July 24, the House Commerce, Science and Transportation Subcommittee on 
Oceans, Atmosphere, Fisheries will hold a hearing to examine the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration’s initiative to support the sectors of American commerce that rely 
upon the oceans and Great Lakes. The hearing is scheduled for 10:00 a.m. in 253 Russell Senate 
Office Building.  
 
For more information, please visit: 
https://www.commerce.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/hearings?ID=D82669C6-8A97-406C-8287-
AD862658D809 
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House Subcommittee to Review Federal Grant Management 
On Wednesday, July 25, the House Oversight and Government Reform Subcommittee on 
Intergovernmental Affairs will hold an oversight hearing entitled “Federal Grant Management.” 
The hearing is scheduled for 2:00 p.m. in 2247 Rayburn House Office Building.  
 
For more information, please visit: 
https://oversight.house.gov/hearing/federal-grant-management/ 
 
House Subcommittee to Hold Field Hearing on Asian Carp 
On Friday, July 27, the House Oversight and Government Reform Subcommittee on Interior, 
Energy, and Environment will hold a field hearing in Kentucky to discuss federal efforts to 
control invasive Asian carp in Kentucky. Allan Brown, Assistant Regional Director for Fish and 
Aquatic Conservation, Southeast Region will testify for the Service. The hearing is scheduled for 
2:00 p.m. at the Lyon Convention Center in Eddyville, Kentucky.  
 

INTRODUCED LEGISLATION OF INTEREST 
 
H.R.6457 — To amend the Farm Security and Rural Investment Act of 2002 to advance 
carbon utilization technologies, and for other purposes. 
Sponsor: Rep. Peters, Scott H. [D-CA-52] (Introduced 07/19/2018) Cosponsors: (1) 
Committees: House - Agriculture, Energy and Commerce, Science, Space, and Technology 
Latest Action: House - 07/19/2018 Referred to the Committee on Agriculture, and in addition to 
the Committees on Energy and Commerce, and Science, Space, and Technology, for a period to 
be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such provisions as 
fall within the committee concerned. 
  
S.3251 — A bill to require executive agencies to consider rental in any analysis for 
equipment acquisition, and for other purposes. 
Sponsor: Sen. Peters, Gary C. [D-MI] (Introduced 07/19/2018) Cosponsors: (2) 
Committees: Senate - Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs 
Latest Action: Senate - 07/19/2018 Read twice and referred to the Committee on Homeland 
Security and Governmental Affairs. 
  
H.R.6415 — To provide for border security, and for other purposes. 
Sponsor: Rep. Ferguson, A. Drew, IV [R-GA-3] (Introduced 07/18/2018) Cosponsors: (0) 
Committees: House - Homeland Security, Judiciary, Transportation and Infrastructure, Oversight 
and Government Reform, Foreign Affairs, Agriculture, Armed Services, Natural Resources, 
Budget, Ways and Means 
Latest Action: House - 07/18/2018 Referred to the Committee on Homeland Security, and in 
addition to the Committees on the Judiciary, Transportation and Infrastructure, Oversight and 
Government Reform, Foreign Affairs, Agriculture, Armed Services, Natural Resources, the 
Budget, and Ways and Means... (All Actions) 
  
S.3240 — A bill to promote botanical research and botanical sciences capacity, and for 
other purposes. 
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Sponsor: Sen. Hirono, Mazie K. [D-HI] (Introduced 07/18/2018) Cosponsors: (3) 
Committees: Senate - Energy and Natural Resources 
Latest Action: Senate - 07/18/2018 Read twice and referred to the Committee on Energy and 
Natural Resources. 
  
S.3236 — A bill to enhance the ability of Federal agencies to deliver relocation 
management services to the Federal Government, and for other purposes. 
Sponsor: Sen. Warner, Mark R. [D-VA] (Introduced 07/18/2018) Cosponsors: (4) 
Committees: Senate - Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs 
Latest Action: Senate - 07/18/2018 Read twice and referred to the Committee on Homeland 
Security and Governmental Affairs. 
  
H.R.6410 — To provide for the administration of certain national monuments, to establish 
a National Monument Enhancement Fund, and to establish certain wilderness areas in the 
States of New Mexico and Nevada. 
Sponsor: Rep. Lujan Grisham, Michelle [D-NM-1] (Introduced 07/17/2018) Cosponsors: (61) 
Committees: House - Natural Resources 
Latest Action: House - 07/17/2018 Referred to the House Committee on Natural Resources. 
  
H.R.6402 — National Flood Insurance Program Extension and Enhanced Consumer and 
Community Protections Act of 2018 
Sponsor: Rep. Royce, Edward R. [R-CA-39] (Introduced 07/17/2018) Cosponsors: (1) 
Committees: House - Financial Services 
Latest Action: House - 07/17/2018 Referred to the House Committee on Financial Services. 
  
S.3223 — A bill to amend the Pittman-Robertson Wildlife Restoration Act to make 
supplemental funds available for the management of fish and wildlife species of greatest 
conservation need, as determined by State fish and wildlife agencies, and for other 
purposes. 
Sponsor: Sen. Risch, James E. [R-ID] (Introduced 07/17/2018) Cosponsors: (3) 
Committees: Senate - Environment and Public Works 
Latest Action: Senate - 07/17/2018 Read twice and referred to the Committee on Environment 
and Public Works. 
  
H.R.6379 — National Flood Insurance Program Extension Act of 2018 
Sponsor: Rep. MacArthur, Thomas [R-NJ-3] (Introduced 07/16/2018) Cosponsors: (1) 
Committees: House - Financial Services 
Latest Action: House - 07/16/2018 Referred to the House Committee on Financial Services. 
  
H.R.6378 — Pandemic and All-Hazards Preparedness and Advancing Innovation Act of 
2018 
Sponsor: Rep. Brooks, Susan W. [R-IN-5] (Introduced 07/16/2018) Cosponsors: (7) 
Committees: House - Energy and Commerce, Judiciary, Veterans' Affairs, Homeland Security 
Latest Action: House - 07/18/2018 Ordered to be Reported (Amended) by Voice Vote. 



From: Gustavson, Angela
To: Angela Gustavson
Subject: Congressional Affairs Update
Date: Friday, February 17, 2017 12:57:52 PM
Attachments: 2.17.17.docx

Good afternoon, 

The Congressional Affairs Update for this week is attached. 

Angela

Angela Gustavson
Deputy Chief
Division of Congressional and Legislative Affairs
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Office: 703-358-2253
Mobile: 202-909-5105
angela_gustavson@fws.gov
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CONGRESSIONAL AFFAIRS UPDATE 
 

Division of Congressional and Legislative Affairs 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

 
February 17, 2017 

2017 Congressional Recess Schedule 
 

Senate Holidays & Special Days House 
Feb. 20 – Feb. 24 President’s Day 

Feb. 20 Feb. 20 – Feb. 24 

  Mar. 7 – Mar. 10 

Mar. 16 – Mar. 17 St. Patrick’s Day 
Mar. 17 Mar. 14 – Mar. 23 

 
Apr. 10 – Apr. 21 

Easter 
Apr. 16 Apr. 10 – Apr. 21 

  May 8 – May 12 

May 29 – Jun. 2 Memorial Day 
May 29  

  May 30 – Jun. 2 

Jul. 3 – Jul. 7 Independence Day 
Jul. 4 Jul. 3 – Jul. 7 

  Aug. 1 – Sep. 1 

Jul. 31 – Sep. 4 Labor Day  
Sep. 4 Sep. 4 

Sep. 21 – Sep. 22  Sep. 18 – Sep. 22 

Oct. 9 – Oct. 13 Columbus Day  
Oct. 9 Oct. 9 

  Oct. 16 – Oct. 20 

 Veterans Day 
Nov. 10 (Observed)  

Nov. 20 – Nov. 24 Thanksgiving Day 
Nov. 23 Nov. 20 – Nov. 24 

Dec. 18 – Dec. 29 Christmas Day 
Dec. 25 Dec. 25 

 
UPDATE ON LEGISLATION OF INTEREST 

 
House Passes Resolution to Repeal Service Rule on Take in Alaska Wildlife Refuges 
On Thursday, February 16, the House of Representatives voted 225-193 to pass H.J. Res. 69, 
which would repeal the Service’s rule relating to “Non-Subsistence Take of Wildlife, and Public 
Participation and Closure Procedures, on National Wildlife Refuges in Alaska.”  The resolution 
next goes to the Senate for consideration. 
 

HEARINGS AND MARKUPS OF INTEREST 
 
Senate Committee Holds Hearing on “Modernizing the Endangered Species Act” 
On Wednesday, February 15, the Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works held an 
oversight hearing to discuss modernization of the Endangered Species Act (ESA).  Committee 
members spoke to many issues of interest to the Service, including: 
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• Chairman John Barrasso (R-WY) and Senator James Inhofe (R-OK) discussed the 
number of species that have been removed from the list of threatened and endangered 
species during the lifetime of the ESA.  

• Ranking Member Tom Carper (D-DE) discussed predicted global species extinction 
rates. 

• Senator Inhofe, Senator Joni Ernst (R-IA), and Ranking Member Carper discussed 
the current role of states, private landowners, and partnerships in species conservation, 
especially prior to ESA listing. 

• Senator Ernst and Senator Inhofe asked about communication regarding the status of 
unlisted imperiled species to inform and drive proactive conservation. 

• Senator Inhofe and Senator Mike Rounds (R-SD) asked about the quality of the 
scientific information used in listing and delisting decisions. 

• Chairman Barrasso, Senator John Boozman (R-AR), and Senator Rounds discussed 
ESA-related litigation. 

• Chairman Barrasso and Senator Rounds discussed the Western Governors’ 
Association policy on the Endangered Species Act. 

• Senator Boozman discussed critical habitat designation. 
• Senator Deb Fischer (R-NE) asked about voluntary conservation incentives available to 

private landowners and mitigation tools available under the ESA. 
• Ranking Member Carper asked for examples of potential changes to the ESA that 

could achieve consensus support. 
• Senator Ernst and Ranking Member Carper discussed economic growth and species 

protection. 
 
For more information, please visit: 
https://www.epw.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/2017/2/oversight-modernization-of-the-
endangered-species-act  
 
House Committee Marks Up Two Pesticide Bills 
On Thursday, February 16, the House Agriculture Committee approved by voice vote two bills 
that address pesticide use.  H.R. 1029, the Pesticide Registration Enhancement Act of 2017, 
would reauthorize the Pesticide Registration Improvement and Extension Act and increase the 
current fees companies or individuals have to pay to the federal government to register 
pesticides, among other things. H.R. 953, the Reducing Regulatory Burdens Act, allows users to 
apply registered pesticides near navigable waters without a permit. 
 
For more information, please visit: 
http://agriculture.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=3645  
 

INTRODUCED LEGISLATION OF INTEREST 
 
S.437 — A bill to provide for environmental oversight and remediation activities at Red 
Hill Bulk Fuel Storage Facility. 
Sponsor: Sen. Schatz, Brian [D-HI] (Introduced 02/16/2017) Cosponsors: (1)  
Committees: Senate - Armed Services  
Latest Action:  Action data to be retrieved. 
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S.436 — A bill to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to retire coal preference right lease 
applications for which the Secretary has made an affirmative commercial quantities 
determination, to substitute certain land selections of the Navajo Nation, to designate 
certain wilderness areas, and for other purposes. 
Sponsor: Sen. Heinrich, Martin [D-NM] (Introduced 02/16/2017) Cosponsors: (1)  
Committees: Senate - Energy and Natural Resources  
Latest Action:  Action data to be retrieved. 
 
S.424 — A bill to amend title 5, United States Code, to include certain Federal positions 
within the definition of law enforcement officer for retirement purposes, and for other 
purposes. 
Sponsor: Sen. Booker, Cory A. [D-NJ] (Introduced 02/16/2017) Cosponsors: (1)  
Committees: Senate - Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs  
Latest Action:  Action data to be retrieved. 
 
S.414 — A bill to promote conservation, improve public land management, and provide for 
sensible development in Pershing County, Nevada, and for other purposes. 
Sponsor: Sen. Heller, Dean [R-NV] (Introduced 02/16/2017) Cosponsors: (0)  
Committees: Senate - Energy and Natural Resources  
Latest Action:  Action data to be retrieved. 
 
S.401 — A bill to establish the Appalachian Forest National Heritage Area, and for other 
purposes. 
Sponsor: Sen. Manchin, Joe, III [D-WV] (Introduced 02/15/2017) Cosponsors: (3) 
Committees: Senate - Energy and Natural Resources 
Latest Action: 02/15/2017 Read twice and referred to the Committee on Energy and Natural 
Resources.   
 
S.400 — A bill to establish the Susquehanna National Heritage Area in the State of 
Pennsylvania, and for other purposes. 
Sponsor: Sen. Casey, Robert P., Jr. [D-PA] (Introduced 02/15/2017) Cosponsors: (0) 
Committees: Senate - Energy and Natural Resources 
Latest Action: 02/15/2017 Read twice and referred to the Committee on Energy and Natural 
Resources.   
 
S.398 — A bill to direct the Secretary of the Army to provide for modification of certain 
Federal water resources development projects on the Apalachicola, Chattahoochee, and 
Flint Rivers, and for other purposes. 
Sponsor: Sen. Nelson, Bill [D-FL] (Introduced 02/15/2017) Cosponsors: (0) 
Committees: Senate - Environment and Public Works 
Latest Action: 02/15/2017 Read twice and referred to the Committee on Environment and Public 
Works.   
 
S.396 — A bill to make technical amendments to certain marine fish conservation statutes, 
and for other purposes. 
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Sponsor: Sen. Nelson, Bill [D-FL] (Introduced 02/15/2017) Cosponsors: (3) 
Committees: Senate - Commerce, Science, and Transportation 
Latest Action: 02/15/2017 Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation.   
 
S.390 — A bill to withdraw certain Bureau of Land Management land from mineral 
development. 
Sponsor: Sen. Heinrich, Martin [D-NM] (Introduced 02/15/2017) Cosponsors: (1) 
Committees: Senate - Energy and Natural Resources 
Latest Action: 02/15/2017 Read twice and referred to the Committee on Energy and Natural 
Resources.   
 
S.386 — A bill to amend title 31, United States Code, to provide for transparency of 
payments made from the Judgment Fund. 
Sponsor: Sen. Lankford, James [R-OK] (Introduced 02/15/2017) Cosponsors: (3) 
Committees: Senate - Judiciary 
Latest Action: 02/15/2017 Read twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
 
S.378 — A bill to amend titles 5 and 28, United States Code, to require the maintenance of 
databases on awards of fees and other expenses to prevailing parties in certain 
administrative proceedings and court cases to which the United States is a party, and for 
other purposes. 
Sponsor: Sen. Barrasso, John [R-WY] (Introduced 02/14/2017) Cosponsors: (4) 
Committees: Senate – Judiciary 
Latest Action: 02/14/2017 Read twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.   
 
S.376 — A bill to amend the Endangered Species Act of 1973 to require publication on the 
Internet of the basis for determinations that species are endangered species or threatened 
species, and for other purposes. 
Sponsor: Sen. Cornyn, John [R-TX] (Introduced 02/14/2017) Cosponsors: (6) 
Committees: Senate - Environment and Public Works 
Latest Action: 02/14/2017 Read twice and referred to the Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. (text of measure as introduced: CR S1162-1163)   
 
S.375 — A bill to amend the Endangered Species Act of 1973 to establish a procedure for 
approval of certain settlements. 
Sponsor: Sen. Cornyn, John [R-TX] (Introduced 02/14/2017) Cosponsors: (8) 
Committees: Senate - Environment and Public Works 
Latest Action: 02/14/2017 Read twice and referred to the Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. (text of measure as introduced: CR S1162)   
 
S.372 — A bill to amend the Tariff Act of 1930 to ensure that merchandise arriving 
through the mail shall be subject to review by U.S. Customs and Border Protection and to 
require the provision of advance electronic information on shipments of mail to U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection and for other purposes. 
Sponsor: Sen. Portman, Rob [R-OH] (Introduced 02/14/2017) Cosponsors: (4) 
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Committees: Senate - Finance 
Latest Action: 02/14/2017 Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance 
 
S.368 — A bill to require the Director of the United States Fish and Wildlife Service to 
issue a scientifically valid and State-supported recovery plan for the Mexican gray wolf. 
Sponsor: Sen. Flake, Jeff [R-AZ] (Introduced 02/14/2017) Cosponsors: (0) 
Committees: Senate - Environment and Public Works 
Latest Action: 02/14/2017 Read twice and referred to the Committee on Environment and Public 
Works.   
 
S.363 — A bill to revise the authorized route of the North Country National Scenic Trail in 
northeastern Minnesota and to extend the trail into Vermont to connect with the 
Appalachian National Scenic Trail, and for other purposes. 
Sponsor: Sen. Klobuchar, Amy [D-MN] (Introduced 02/13/2017) Cosponsors: (9) 
Committees: Senate - Energy and Natural Resources 
Latest Action: 02/13/2017 Read twice and referred to the Committee on Energy and Natural 
Resources.   
 
S.357 — A bill to direct the Secretary of the Interior to convey certain public lands in San 
Bernardino County, California, to the San Bernardino Valley Water Conservation District, 
and to accept in return certain exchanged non-public lands, and for other purposes. 
Sponsor: Sen. Feinstein, Dianne [D-CA] (Introduced 02/13/2017) Cosponsors: (0) 
Committees: Senate - Energy and Natural Resources 
Latest Action: 02/13/2017 Read twice and referred to the Committee on Energy and Natural 
Resources. (Sponsor introductory remarks on measure: CR S1130-1131). 
 
S.355 — A bill to amend the Federal Lands Recreation Enhancement Act to provide for a 
lifetime National Recreational Pass for any veteran with a service-connected disability. 
Sponsor: Sen. Shaheen, Jeanne [D-NH] (Introduced 02/13/2017) Cosponsors: (1)Committees: 
Senate - Energy and Natural Resources 
Latest Action: 02/13/2017 Read twice and referred to the Committee on Energy and Natural 
Resources.   
 
S.Res.59 — A resolution expressing the support for the designation of February 12, 2017, 
as "Darwin Day" and recognizing the importance of science in the betterment of humanity. 
Sponsor: Sen. Blumenthal, Richard [D-CT] (Introduced 02/10/2017) Cosponsors: (1) 
Committees: Senate - Commerce, Science, and Transportation 
Latest Action: 02/10/2017 Referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. (text of measure as introduced: CR S1091-1092)   
 
H.R.1176 — To amend the Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972 to establish a Working 
Waterfront Task Force and a working waterfronts grant program, and for other purposes. 
Sponsor: Rep. Pingree, Chellie [D-ME-1] (Introduced 02/16/2017) Cosponsors: (1) 
Committees: House - Natural Resources 
Latest Action: 02/16/2017 Referred to the House Committee on Natural Resources. 
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H.R.1170 — To require each Federal agency to review rules made after the enactment of 
the Congressional Review Act to ensure that all such rules were made in compliance with 
the Act, and for other purposes. 
Sponsor: Rep. McSally, Martha [R-AZ-2] (Introduced 02/16/2017) Cosponsors: (4)  
Committees: House - Judiciary  
Latest Action:  02/16/2017 Referred to the House Committee on the Judiciary. 
 
H.R.1157 — To clarify the United States interest in certain submerged lands in the area of 
the Monomoy National Wildlife Refuge, and for other purposes. 
Sponsor: Rep. Keating, William R. [D-MA-9] (Introduced 02/16/2017) Cosponsors: (0)  
Committees: House - Natural Resources  
Latest Action:  02/16/2017 Referred to the House Committee on Natural Resources. 
 
H.R.1154 — To provide for the establishment of nationally uniform and environmentally 
sound standards governing discharges incidental to the normal operation of a commercial 
vessel. 
Sponsor: Rep. Hunter, Duncan D. [R-CA-50] (Introduced 02/16/2017) Cosponsors: (13)  
Committees: House - Transportation and Infrastructure  
Latest Action:  02/16/2017 Referred to the House Committee on Transportation and 
Infrastructure. 
 
H.R.1138 — To amend title 18, United States Code, to provide a criminal penalty for 
launching drones that interfere with fighting wildfires affecting Federal property, and for 
other purposes. 
Sponsor: Rep. Cook, Paul [R-CA-8] (Introduced 02/16/2017) Cosponsors: (3) 
Committees: House - Judiciary 
Latest Action: 02/16/2017 Referred to the House Committee on the Judiciary. 
 
H.R.1107 — To promote conservation, improve public land management, and provide for 
sensible development in Pershing County, Nevada, and for other purposes. 
Sponsor: Rep. Amodei, Mark E. [R-NV-2] (Introduced 02/16/2017) Cosponsors: (1)  
Committees: House - Natural Resources  
Latest Action:  02/16/2017 Referred to the House Committee on Natural Resources 
 
H.R.1105 — To repeal the rule entitled "Clean Water Rule: Definition of 'Waters of the 
United States'". 
Sponsor: Rep. Allen, Rick W. [R-GA-12] (Introduced 02/16/2017) Cosponsors: (0) 
Committees: House - Transportation and Infrastructure 
Latest Action: 02/16/2017 Referred to the House Committee on Transportation and 
Infrastructure. 
 
H.R.1099 — To extend the authorization of appropriations for allocation to carry out 
approved wetlands conservation projects under the North American Wetlands 
Conservation Act through fiscal year 2022. 
Sponsor: Rep. Wittman, Robert J. [R-VA-1] (Introduced 02/15/2017) Cosponsors: (1) 
Committees: House - Natural Resources 
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Latest Action: 02/15/2017 Referred to the House Committee on Natural Resources.   
 
H.R.1096 — To amend title 31, United States Code, to provide for transparency of 
payments made from the Judgment Fund. 
Sponsor: Rep. Stewart, Chris [R-UT-2] (Introduced 02/15/2017) Cosponsors: (8) 
Committees: House - Judiciary 
Latest Action: 02/15/2017 Referred to the House Committee on the Judiciary. 
 
H.R.1087 — To establish a pilot program in certain agencies for the use of public-private 
agreements to enhance the efficiency of Federal real property. 
Sponsor: Rep. Lujan Grisham, Michelle [D-NM-1] (Introduced 02/15/2017) Cosponsors: (0) 
Committees: House - Transportation and Infrastructure, Oversight and Government Reform 
Latest Action: 02/15/2017 Referred to House Oversight and Government Reform   
 
H.R.1086 — To require executive agencies to notify the public and consider public 
comment before relocating an office of the agency that has regular contact with the public, 
and for other purposes. 
Sponsor: Rep. Lujan Grisham, Michelle [D-NM-1] (Introduced 02/15/2017) Cosponsors: (0) 
Committees: House - Oversight and Government Reform 
Latest Action: 02/15/2017 Referred to the House Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform.   
 
H.R.1085 — To withdraw certain Bureau of Land Management land from mineral 
development. 
Sponsor: Rep. Lujan Grisham, Michelle [D-NM-1] (Introduced 02/15/2017) Cosponsors: (0) 
Committees: House - Natural Resources 
Latest Action: 02/15/2017 Referred to the House Committee on Natural Resources.    
 
H.R.1057 — To amend the Tariff Act of 1930 to ensure that merchandise arriving through 
the mail shall be subject to review by U.S. Customs and Border Protection and to require 
the provision of advance electronic information on shipments of mail to U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection and for other purposes. 
Sponsor: Rep. Tiberi, Patrick J. [R-OH-12] (Introduced 02/14/2017) Cosponsors: (9) 
Committees: House - Ways and Means, Oversight and Government Reform 
Latest Action: 02/14/2017 Referred to House Oversight and Government Reform 
 
H.R.1056 — To amend the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act to designate segments of the 
Molalla River in the State of Oregon as components of the National Wild and Scenic Rivers 
System, and for other purposes. 
Sponsor: Rep. Schrader, Kurt [D-OR-5] (Introduced 02/14/2017) Cosponsors: (3) 
Committees: House - Natural Resources 
Latest Action: 02/14/2017 Referred to the House Committee on Natural Resources.   
 
H.R.1054 — To promote botanical research and botanical sciences capacity, and for other 
purposes. 
Sponsor: Rep. Quigley, Mike [D-IL-5] (Introduced 02/14/2017) Cosponsors: (1) 
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Committees: House - Natural Resources, Agriculture, Armed Services, Transportation and 
Infrastructure, House Administration 
Latest Action: 02/14/2017 Referred to House Administration   
 
H.R.1033 — To amend titles 5 and 28, United States Code, to require the maintenance of 
databases on, awards of fees and other expenses to prevailing parties in certain 
administrative proceedings and court cases to which the United States is a party, and for 
other purposes. 
Sponsor: Rep. Collins, Doug [R-GA-9] (Introduced 02/14/2017) Cosponsors: (8)  
Committees: House - Judiciary  
Latest Action:  02/14/2017 Referred to the House Committee on the Judiciary. 
 
H.R.1029 — Pesticide Registration Enhancement Act of 2017 
Sponsor: Rep. Davis, Rodney [R-IL-13] (Introduced 02/14/2017) Cosponsors: (0) 
Committees: House - Agriculture, Energy and Commerce 
Latest Action: 02/14/2017 Referred to House Energy and Commerce   
 
H.R.1026 — To revise the authorized route of the North Country National Scenic Trail in 
northeastern Minnesota and to extend the trail into Vermont to connect with the 
Appalachian National Scenic Trail, and for other purposes. 
Sponsor: Rep. Nolan, Richard M. [D-MN-8] (Introduced 02/13/2017) Cosponsors: (22) 
Committees: House - Natural Resources 
Latest Action: 02/13/2017 Referred to the House Committee on Natural Resources.   
 
H.R.1015 — To amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to allow a credit against income 
tax for qualified conservation contributions which include National Scenic Trails. 
Sponsor: Rep. Connolly, Gerald E. [D-VA-11] (Introduced 02/13/2017) Cosponsors: (12) 
Committees: House - Ways and Means, Natural Resources 
Latest Action: 02/13/2017 Referred to House Natural Resources   
 
H.R.1009 — OIRA Insight, Reform, and Accountability Act 
Sponsor: Rep. Mitchell, Paul [R-MI-10] (Introduced 02/13/2017) Cosponsors: (3)  
Committees: House - Oversight and Government Reform, Judiciary  
Latest Action:  02/14/2017 Ordered to be Reported by the Yeas and Nays: 23 - 16. 
 
H.R.1004 — Regulatory Integrity Act of 2017 
Sponsor: Rep. Walberg, Tim [R-MI-7] (Introduced 02/13/2017) Cosponsors: (7)  
Committees: House - Oversight and Government Reform  
Latest Action:  02/14/2017 Ordered to be Reported by the Yeas and Nays: 22 - 16. 
 
H.R.1002 — To authorize a National Heritage Area Program, and for other purposes. 
Sponsor: Rep. Dent, Charles W. [R-PA-15] (Introduced 02/13/2017) Cosponsors: (14) 
Committees: House - Natural Resources 
Latest Action: 02/13/2017 Referred to the House Committee on Natural Resources.   
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H.Con.Res.27 — Expressing the sense of Congress that America's Federal public lands are 
national treasures that belong to all Americans. 
Sponsor: Rep. Lowenthal, Alan S. [D-CA-47] (Introduced 02/15/2017) Cosponsors: (2) 
Committees: House - Natural Resources 
Latest Action: 02/15/2017 Referred to the House Committee on Natural Resources.   
 
H.J.Res.71 — Providing for congressional disapproval under chapter 8 of title 5, United 
States Code, of the final rule of the Office of Natural Resources Revenue of the Department 
of the Interior relating to consolidated Federal oil and gas and Federal and Indian coal 
valuation reform. 
Sponsor: Rep. Tipton, Scott R. [R-CO-3] (Introduced 02/13/2017) Cosponsors: (11) 
Committees: House - Natural Resources 
Latest Action: 02/13/2017 Referred to the House Committee on Natural Resources.   



From: Barbara Wainman
To: Greg Sheehan
Subject: Fwd: GMO letter (CLA edits)
Date: Thursday, June 14, 2018 2:17:27 PM
Attachments: USFWS to Congress re banning of GMO use CLA 2.docx

USFWS to Congress re banning of GMO SOL.docx

A bit ago you asked us to cleanup this congressional on GMOs. Before we put this into DTS I
wanted to see if this was what you had in mind. It is certainly more in keeping with a
traditional congressional response than the Solicitor's legal treatise but not sure how much
room we had to make these changes. It does not change the nature of the response which is to
explain our current GMO policy and I was not sure if that was going to remain our policy so
let me know what your thinking is and  how we can assist or if this meets your needs.  

Barbara W. Wainman
Assistant Director, External Affairs
US Fish and Wildlife Service
(202) 208-5256 (office)
(571) 471-4159 (cell)

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Helfrich, Devin <devin_helfrich@fws.gov>
Date: Thu, Jun 14, 2018 at 3:11 PM
Subject: GMO letter (CLA edits)
To: Barbara Wainman <barbara_wainman@fws.gov>
Cc: Martin Kodis (Marty) <martin_kodis@fws.gov>, Angela Gustavson
<angela_gustavson@fws.gov>

Hi Barbara,

Please find Marty and my latest draft of the GMO response letter (cut down and simplified to
one page). 

I also included the long original letter that Jim and Greg reviewed which was drafted by SOL. 

(FYI - This is making its way into DTS too, but wanted to get you this draft ASAP to review)

Devin
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(b) (5) DPP



 

[Possible closing]

(b) (5) DPP



 

 

[Date] 

[Address] 

 

Dear [Name of Member]: 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

  

 

(b) (5) DPP



DRAFT DRAFT 
 
ACP PROTECTED ACP PROCTED 
 
 

 

[Date] 

[Address] 

 

Dear [Name of Member]: 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

(b) (5) DPP, (b) (5) ACP, (b) (5) AWP



DRAFT DRAFT 
 
ACP PROTECTED ACP PROCTED 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
   

                                                            
  

 

(b) (5) DPP, (b) (5) ACP, (b) (5) AWP

(b) (5) DPP, (b) (5) ACP, (b) (5) AWP



DRAFT DRAFT 
 
ACP PROTECTED ACP PROCTED 
 

 

 

 

 

                                                            
 

  

 

(b) (5) DPP, (b) (5) ACP, (b) (5) AWP

(b) (5) DPP, (b) (5) ACP, (b) (5) AWP



From: Greg Sheehan
To: kashyap patel@fws.gov; matthew huggler@fws.gov
Subject: Fwd: gmo memo
Date: Friday, July 27, 2018 8:37:56 AM
Attachments: ATT00001.htm

Withdrawal Memp of 2014 Kurth Memo.SOL edit draft.docx

Working draft.  

Greg Sheehan
Principal Deputy Director
US Fish and Wildlife Service
202-208-4545 office
202-676-7675 cell

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Romanik, Peg" <peg.romanik@sol.doi.gov>
Date: July 26, 2018 at 3:14:25 PM CDT
To: Greg Sheehan <greg_j_sheehan@fws.gov>
Subject: gmo memo

Greg, sorry about that confusion on my part.  I only had a few
edits and questions.  See attached.  Peg 

Peg Romanik
Associate Solicitor
Division of Parks and Wildlife
Office of the Solicitor
U.S. Department of the Interior
Office: (202)208-5578
Cell: (202)515-1000



PRIVILEGED ATTORNEY CLIENT COMMUNICATION/FOIA EXEMPT/PRE-DECISIONAL 

[DATE] 

 

Memorandum 

 

To:  Service Directorate 

From:  Principal Deputy Director 

Subject: Withdrawal of Memorandum Titled, “Use of Agricultural Practices in 
Wildlife Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System” (July 
17, 2014) 
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From: Jim Kurth
To: Greg Sheehan
Subject: Fwd: gmo policy
Date: Friday, August 11, 2017 1:43:04 PM

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

Policy on GMOs.  I'm still looking for the memo that I signed several years ago
that updated direction.

Amendment 1,

601 FW 3
Biological Integrity, Diversity, and Environmental
Health

Amends 601 FW 3, FWM 366, 04/16/01

Date:  July 31, 2006

Series: Refuge Management

Part 601: National Wildlife Refuge

System

Originating Office: Division of Conservation, Planning and Policy

 

 

PDF Version

 

 

                                      Amendment 1, 601 FW 3

                   (Delegation of Authority for Genetically Modified Crops)

 

 

Series: Refuge Management



Part 601: National Wildlife Refuge System

Chapter 3: Biological Integrity, Diversity, and Environmental Health

Amendment Number: 1

Purpose: This amendment delegates authority to the Regional Chiefs for the National
Wildlife Refuge System, to approve the use of genetically modified crops (GMCs) on
National Wildlife Refuge System lands.

 

Action:

 

Under 3.15C, change the last sentence in the paragraph:

 

“We do not use genetically modified organisms in refuge management unless we
determine their use is essential to accomplishing refuge purpose(s) and the Director
approves the use.”

 

to:

 

“We do not use genetically modified organisms in refuge management unless we
determine their use is essential to accomplishing refuge purpose(s) and the Regional Chief,
National Wildlife Refuge System, approves the use.

 

Also add the following subsections to the same paragraph:

 

(1) This delegation covers agricultural crops only. For genetically modified organisms other
than GMCs, such as trees or fish, Director approval is required.

 

(2) A request for approval can cover just one refuge, or it can cover multiple units within a
refuge complex.



From: Kashyap Patel
To: Greg Sheehan
Subject: GMO outreach POCs
Date: Thursday, August 2, 2018 12:33:25 PM
Attachments: ATT00001.txt

Refuge GMO partners final 8 2 18.docx



Refuge GMO Policy Outreach 

 

Association of Fish & Wildlife 
Agencies 

Ron Regan 
Jen Mock-Scheffer 

RRegan@fishwildlife.org 
JenMock@fishwildlife.org 

Ducks Unlimited Dale Hall 
Nick Wiley 
Margaret Everson 

dhall@ducks.org 
nwiley@ducks.org 
meverson@ducks.org 

Delta Waterfowl John Devney jdevney@deltawaterfowl.org 
Pheasants Forever Howard Vincent hvincent@pheasantsforever.org 
National Wildlife Turkey 
Federation 

Becky Humphries 
Ross Melinchuk 

bhumphries@nwtf.net 
rmelinchuk@nwtf.net 

American Farm Bureau 
Federation 

Paul Schlegel, Managing 
Director, Public Policy & 
Economics 

pauls@fb.org 

 



From: dawne santopietro
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:29:15 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
dawne santopietro
14502



From: Priscilla Drake
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:30:56 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Priscilla Drake
14527



From: Valeria Merino
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:31:11 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Valeria Merino
20007



From: Ishana Sen Das
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:31:39 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Ishana Sen Das
01450



From: Mary Rose
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:32:32 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Mary Rose
47383



From: Susan Babbitt
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:32:32 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Susan Babbitt
19107



From: Natasha Fogt
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:32:47 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Natasha Fogt
92037



From: Tom Cannon
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:33:26 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Tom Cannon
48840



From: Carl Demonbrun
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:33:41 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. I am genetically modified.

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Carl Demonbrun
89166



From: Jo Baxter
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:33:57 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Jo Baxter
90402



From: Jacky Canton
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:34:03 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Jacky Canton
80107



From: Mary Anna Thompson
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:34:21 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Mary Anna Thompson
80218



From: Dyan Gibson
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:34:47 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Dyan Gibson
39564



From: d"Anne MacNeil
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:35:02 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
d'Anne MacNeil
85202



From: Judy Mann
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:35:28 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Judy Mann
92833



From: gisela zech
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:35:32 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
gisela zech
83706



From: John W. Barto
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:35:35 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
John W. Barto
03263



From: Michael Yuska
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:36:04 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Michael Yuska
32751



From: Susan Heath
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:36:13 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Susan Heath
97322



From: Gina Caracci
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:36:23 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Gina Caracci
32926



From: Scott Laster
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:36:30 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Scott Laster
91504



From: Rene Morales
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:36:31 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Rene Morales
33129



From: Bartley Deason
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:36:33 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Bartley Deason
59829



From: Michael Clark
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:36:35 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Michael Clark
84010



From: Susan Hathaway
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:37:04 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Susan Hathaway
90660



From: Margaret Morales
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:37:09 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Margaret Morales
33129



From: Timothy and Angela Mitchell
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:37:17 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Timothy and Angela Mitchell
55411



From: Peri Doubleday
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:37:24 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System". You will die along with the rest of us.

Sincerely,
Peri Doubleday
72207



From: Mark Reback
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:37:27 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Mark Reback
90042



From: Robert and Donna Janusko
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:37:29 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Robert and Donna Janusko
18018



From: John Marrs
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:37:34 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
John Marrs
17345



From: Susan Porter
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:37:47 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Susan Porter
91103



From: Doug Snyder
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:38:18 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Doug Snyder
89510



From: Carolyn Clark Pierson
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:38:32 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Carolyn Clark Pierson
13846



From: Peter Nelson
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:38:32 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Peter Nelson
54701



From: Daniel Wilkinson
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:38:36 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Daniel Wilkinson
90808



From: Beth Darlington
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:38:51 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Beth Darlington
12604



From: Tina Thomas
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:39:13 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Tina Thomas
92029



From: Philip Klein
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:39:27 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Philip Klein
52241



From: Kevin Reynolds
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:39:59 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Kevin Reynolds
94541



From: Marie Driscoll
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:40:10 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Marie Driscoll
64081



From: Vicki & Rod Kastlie
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:40:41 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Vicki & Rod Kastlie
92107



From: Jay Price
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:40:47 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Jay Price
92105



From: Eva Goss
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:40:50 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Eva Goss
03227



From: Rachel Krucoff
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:40:55 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Rachel Krucoff
60615



From: Nancy Gregory
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:41:10 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Nancy Gregory
80120



From: Laurie Neill
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:41:36 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Laurie Neill
95567



From: Beatrice Battier
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:41:36 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Beatrice Battier
93022



From: Nancy Hauer
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:41:49 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Nancy Hauer
55110



From: Sandra Polk
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:42:27 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Sandra Polk
08822



From: Ann Thryft
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:43:28 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Ann Thryft
95006



From: janet maker
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:43:38 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
janet maker
90014



From: Carol Huntsman
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:43:53 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Carol Huntsman
92111



From: Deborah Bishop
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:44:24 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Deborah Bishop
47712



From: Stephen Wilson
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:44:27 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Stephen Wilson
97388



From: Helga Spector
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:44:59 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Helga Spector
08873



From: Karen and Will Lozow Cleary
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:45:01 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System". We need our planet ! We deserve and demand that we protect our
bees , endangered species and animal habitats too . We can't live well without scientifically
sound compassionate policies .

Sincerely,
Karen and Will Lozow Cleary
47403



From: Doris Overmyer
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:45:10 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Doris Overmyer
94903



From: Kathi Ridgway
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:45:21 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Kathi Ridgway
43110



From: Stephanie Hagiwara
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:45:30 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Stephanie Hagiwara
93041



From: Chuck Graver
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:45:37 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Chuck Graver
08088



From: Sarah Rose
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:45:40 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Sarah Rose
11727



From: C S
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:45:54 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
C S
92107



From: Carolann Turn
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:46:01 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Carolann Turn
33321



From: David Ayer
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:46:03 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
David Ayer
20036



From: sam asseff
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:46:26 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
sam asseff
80915



From: Karen Merritt
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:46:29 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Karen Merritt
07461



From: Nicholas Esser
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:47:03 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstate immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Nicholas Esser
93065



From: Rholnda Green
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:47:28 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Rholnda Green
90212



From: Luanne Alomair
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:47:28 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Luanne Alomair
97007



From: Scott Workinger
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:47:55 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

Sincerely,
Scott Workinger
92284



From: Taylor Warr
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:47:58 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Taylor Warr
98072



From: Sarah Hamilton
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:48:00 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Sarah Hamilton
13032



From: Robin Blier
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:48:04 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Robin Blier
12477



From: Barbara Jacobsen
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:48:14 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Barbara Jacobsen
95476



From: Carol Hilton
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:48:23 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Carol Hilton
92056



From: Shirley Ferguson
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:48:55 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Shirley Ferguson
63144



From: Kevin Fistanic
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:48:59 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Kevin Fistanic
90066



From: Peter Reardon
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:49:27 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Peter Reardon
02852



From: Herbert Kaenzig
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:49:32 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Herbert Kaenzig
13145



From: Barbara Rosenkotter
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:50:14 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Barbara Rosenkotter
98243



From: frances lynch
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:51:23 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
frances lynch
01907



From: Larry Hamilton
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:51:39 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Larry Hamilton
63701



From: West Smith
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:51:49 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

-------------------,
What are the odds that in that one on one meeting between Trump and Putin, Putin gave
Trump lessons on what to do in order to become the permanent president of the United
States??
-------------------

The President of the United States hired multiple convicted criminals to run his campaign.
WHY!!!!!!!

----------------------------------------

Donald Trump is demanding a RIDICULOUS military  parade from the Pentagon. This would
waste MILLIONS of taxpayer dollars to just to send tanks down Pennsylvania  Avenue!

ARE. YOU. KIDDING?!  



This is what Russia does. 
This is  what China does. 
This is what North Korea does.
This is what Nazi dictators do.
This is NOT what the United States does.

----------------

OPEN  LETTER TO PRESIDENT TRUMP. 

   Dear President Trump, 

    YOU ARE A TRAITOR!

   Why do you embrace  corruption?
   Why do you lie to us every single day?
   Why do you ignore our allies and our intelligence experts?

   Why do you adore Vladimir Putin SO much???

   I may not have all the answers, but I know I’ve had ENOUGH of your DISASTER of a
Presidency!!

    I watched your press conference with President Putin, and it  was embarrassing.  

    You stood there like a little wet noodle, 

    I mean, I was asking myself, 'when are you gonna  ask him for an autograph?' Or a selfie, 

   I mean you literally sold us out -- in this press conference -- our intelligence community, our
justice system and, worst of all, our country.  

   You're the President of the United States!  You shouldn't do that! What's the matter with
you! 

   I mean, whatever happened to the strong words or to the strength of Ronald Reagan, when
he stood there at the Berlin Wall and he said, ‘Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this wall!’ 
   What happened to all  that?

   You make me SICK.

   Russia is not a friend of our country. Putin is a dangerous dictator, and we won’t stop
fighting until every member of your corrupt, treasonous  family is out of power.

   You make it  IMPOSSIBLE  to be proud of this country.

   America  is now an international laughing-stock thanks to you. 

   But I’m not waiting around for you to get dragged out in handcuffs.



    Im making continuous donations to organizations dedicated to END your  reign of terror. 
--------------------------

OPEN LETTER TO  THE GOP

Dear GOP,

Putting children  in prison camps.

WE’LL REMEMBER IN NOVEMBER.

Targeting preexisting conditions.

WE’LL REMEMBER IN NOVEMBER.

Being bought & paid for by NRA.

WE’LL REMEMBER  IN NOVEMBER.

Cowering to a lawless president. 

WE’LL  REMEMBER IN NOVEMBER.

— Decent Americans

Sincerely,
West Smith
93023



From: Chris Washington
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:52:24 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Chris Washington
10019



From: Mike Peale
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:52:25 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Mike Peale
19014



From: Adrienne Thomas
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:52:25 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Adrienne Thomas
62948



From: Jackie Tryggeseth
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:52:31 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Jackie Tryggeseth
53951



From: Jodie Galvan
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:52:49 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Jodie Galvan
98034



From: Sharon Reinstein
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:52:49 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Sharon Reinstein
11572



From: Kim Seater
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:52:52 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Kim Seater
98146



From: James Deshotels
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:53:18 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
James Deshotels
63072



From: Jonathan Boyne
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:53:23 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Jonathan Boyne
96822



From: Tami Hillman
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:53:57 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Tami Hillman
32931



From: Cathy Brownlee
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:53:59 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Cathy Brownlee
72450



From: Terri Weinstein
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:54:25 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Terri Weinstein
33134



From: Dawn Albanese
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:54:28 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Dawn Albanese
60007



From: Janet Fraidstern
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:54:30 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Janet Fraidstern
11218



From: Christian Camphire
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:55:01 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Christian Camphire
34208



From: Deborah Mulvaney
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:55:02 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Deborah Mulvaney
10913



From: Tracey O"Kelly
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:55:38 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act and will
harm our environment in so many unanticipated ways.

I am writing to strongly request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in
July 17, 2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the
National Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Tracey O'Kelly
84770



From: Susan Powers
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:55:50 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Susan Powers
94122



From: Marjorie Streeter
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:55:58 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Marjorie Streeter
94501



From: Marilyn Price
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:56:35 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Marilyn Price
94941



From: Nathan Vogel
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:56:36 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Nathan Vogel
94131



From: carol jagiello
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:56:38 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

I live in the woods, use no pesticides and have seen the steady and drastic decline of all insects
over the last 6 years. Even the moths are gone!
When is the last time you drove a country field road and had bugs splattered on the
windshield? Maybe never depending on your age. Our insect and bird populations are in crisis.
The web of life is collapsing,by allowing un necessary pesticides/herbicides in what should be
our most protected areas is more dangerous than ever.
Growing up in suburban NJ I played in a brook full of life. Every imaginable insect, dragon
and butterflies, bees and frogs. Salamanders and turtles along with the occasional garter snake.
We watched each over two years as everything disappeared.
The change came from the explosion of "lawn care" products that almost every dad now used.
It poisoned the neighborhood. Life in the brook now is rats and black snakes.I moved here
years ago thrilled with a variety of insects and amphibians Now Gone. Please no

Sincerely,
carol jagiello
07403





From: AE De Witt
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:57:15 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
AE De Witt
30324



From: Katira Tejeda
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:57:29 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Katira Tejeda
75093



From: Dean Starrs
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:58:06 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Dean Starrs
63122



From: Sybil Schlesinger
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:58:13 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Sybil Schlesinger
01760



From: Andrew Mittelman
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:58:22 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Andrew Mittelman
95065



From: Darren Frale
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:58:26 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Darren Frale
90065



From: Glenn Koehrsen
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:58:30 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Glenn Koehrsen
97042



From: Nathalie Quesnel
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:59:53 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Nathalie Quesnel
62100



From: Carol Cole
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:59:59 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Carol Cole
80634



From: David Dyer
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:00:09 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

Please preserve and protect habitat, heritage, and history! On August 2, 2018, Principle
Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS rule that formally phased-out
and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and genetically modified crops in the
National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a result of this, previously prohibited
neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered on a case by case basis and
potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
David Dyer
74429



From: Susan Macgregor
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:00:51 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Susan Macgregor
98052



From: Elsy Shallman
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:01:27 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Elsy Shallman
33470



From: sally Jacques
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:01:32 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
sally Jacques
78745



From: Steven Rosen
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:01:34 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Steven Rosen
10304



From: Heath Post
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:01:50 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Heath Post
48906



From: Felice Murgo
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:01:53 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Felice Murgo
33182



From: Shawn Starcher
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:02:05 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Shawn Starcher
20646



From: Steve Armstrong
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:02:25 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Steve Armstrong
48104



From: j angell
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:02:55 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
j angell
95672



From: Sharon Anton
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:03:05 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Sharon Anton
91345



From: Wendy Lewis
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:03:14 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Wendy Lewis
94513



From: Kevin Schmidt
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:03:19 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Kevin Schmidt
98110



From: David Morris
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:03:21 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
David Morris
94618



From: Janet Robinson
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:03:22 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Janet Robinson
33433



From: Evan Albright
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:03:46 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Evan Albright
93405



From: Timothy Beitel
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:03:53 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Timothy Beitel
08071



From: valerie nesteruk
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:04:24 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
valerie nesteruk
55731



From: Jenaro Duran
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:04:40 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Jenaro Duran
34741



From: Michael Lewis
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:04:58 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Michael Lewis
13021



From: Diana Bain
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:05:07 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates IMMEDIATELY the Decision issued in
July 17, 2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the
National Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Diana Bain
05734



From: Angel Fremes
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:05:15 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Angel Fremes
04033



From: Trisha tenBroeke
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:05:36 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Trisha tenBroeke
97267



From: James Smith
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:05:47 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
James Smith
98106



From: Julia Ortiz
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:06:52 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Julia Ortiz
32514



From: Lance Robert
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:07:28 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Lance Robert
92101



From: Donna Blue
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:08:13 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Donna Blue
40502



From: Cori Bishop
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:08:16 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Cori Bishop
08215



From: Richard Eng
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:09:08 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Richard Eng
13783



From: Laura Horowitz
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:09:14 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System". This shortsighted act puts all of us at risk.

Sincerely,
Laura Horowitz
15217



From: Gertrude Battaly
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:09:22 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System". This is very important for the safety of the ecosystems on our
Wildlife Refuges. We need a healthy environment there as well as off the refuges. The health
of our bees determines the health and diversity of the foods that we have available to us.

Sincerely,
Gertrude Battaly
10603



From: Jean Andrews
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:09:29 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Jean Andrews
95060



From: Michelle Ash
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:09:51 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Michelle Ash
49651



From: Christopher Walker
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:10:08 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Christopher Walker
72015



From: Den Mark Wichar
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:10:08 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered on case
by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges throughout the
country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception. 

Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. 

By rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated Endangered Species Act.

I expect your agency to immediately reinstate the Decision issued in July 17, 2014 that
regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National Wildlife
Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Den Mark Wichar
98660



From: Brenda Haddock
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:10:15 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and genetically
modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a result of this,
previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered on a case by
case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges throughout the
country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species who rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 which regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the
National Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Brenda Haddock
46231



From: Connie Stomper
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:10:18 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Connie Stomper
93101



From: Pam Crowell
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:10:39 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Pam Crowell
60625



From: Karina Walsh
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:10:41 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Karina Walsh
92126



From: Scott Tipton
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:11:21 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Scott Tipton
94521



From: Jeanne Schneider
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:11:21 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Jeanne Schneider
94117



From: Janice Rosse
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:11:22 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Janice Rosse
92604



From: Martha Booz
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:12:21 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Martha Booz
94803



From: Jolie Misek
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:12:24 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Jolie Misek
60097



From: Karen Wolf
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:12:40 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Karen Wolf
21224



From: DC Katten
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:12:45 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
DC Katten
85331



From: Bonnie Smith
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:13:52 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

PLEASE do NOT let this happen! On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg
Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the
use of neonicotinoid pesticides and genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge
System ("Refuge System"). As a result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides
and GE crops will be considered on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in
national wildlife refuges throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Bonnie Smith
24073



From: Albert Coffman
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:13:58 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Albert Coffman
18944



From: William Leavenworth
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:14:05 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
William Leavenworth
04973



From: Jared Meek
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:14:31 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Jared Meek
10033



From: Cristina Amarillas
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:15:28 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Cristina Amarillas
95405



From: Jack Milton
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:15:33 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Jack Milton
95616



From: Edna Mullen
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:16:48 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Edna Mullen
55972



From: Annabelle Herbert
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:19:59 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Annabelle Herbert
85719



From: VICTORIA QUESEA
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:20:00 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
VICTORIA QUESEA
60102



From: Sammy Ehrnman
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:20:23 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Sammy Ehrnman
91701



From: Allison Madison
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:20:29 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Allison Madison
53562



From: Ira Weissman
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:20:55 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Ira Weissman
13676



From: Margaret Fish
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:21:17 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Margaret Fish
95415



From: Louise Bockall
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:22:08 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Louise Bockall
93012



From: Ken Wilson
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:22:21 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Ken Wilson
95409



From: Thomas Sanger
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:22:46 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Thomas Sanger
63116



From: Melvyn Levrant
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:22:51 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Melvyn Levrant
45002



From: Rich Panter
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:23:06 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Rich Panter
29210



From: Camillo Spirito
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:23:26 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Camillo Spirito
05408



From: stephanie clark
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:23:47 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
stephanie clark
94520



From: David Firely
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:23:53 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
David Firely
19320



From: Hans Bode
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:24:14 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Hans Bode
92660



From: Loretta Acker
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:25:05 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Loretta Acker
62650



From: Genevieve Guzmán
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:25:08 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Genevieve Guzmán
30601



From: martha chambers
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:25:11 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
martha chambers
76109



From: Cheryl Kallenbach
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:25:16 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Cheryl Kallenbach
83555



From: Paul Lifton
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:25:29 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Paul Lifton
94805



From: Dana Sklar
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:26:18 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Dana Sklar
08034



From: Helen Howard
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:27:01 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

I am shortly going to have my 80th birthday. I have no children. It is your children who will
be suffering from the results. of relaxing rules against the use of pesticides that are wiping out
the insects that are essential for food crop pollination and the welfare of animal and bird and
fish species.

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Helen Howard
99709



From: Carolyn Knoll
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:27:03 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Carolyn Knoll
94563



From: Sharon Miville
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:27:21 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Sharon Miville
06279



From: Kevin Morris
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:27:45 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Kevin Morris
38347



From: Helen Curtis
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:28:15 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

This rule must be reinstated until the impacts to endangered and threatened species have been
identified and addressed in compliance with the Endangered Species Act.

Sincerely,
Helen Curtis
99208



From: Carrie Johnson
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:28:27 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Carrie Johnson
32750



From: Julia Natvig
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:28:30 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Julia Natvig
49707



From: Sarah Reese
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:28:36 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Sarah Reese
22203



From: Barbara Mathes
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:28:40 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Barbara Mathes
85648



From: Derek Lee
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:28:49 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Derek Lee
95350



From: Shirley Sutter
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:28:58 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Shirley Sutter
60061



From: Nancy Freedland
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:29:26 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Nancy Freedland
92314



From: John Burt
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:29:30 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
John Burt
84020



From: Alex Betser
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:29:31 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Alex Betser
11235



From: Gary Thaler
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:30:03 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Gary Thaler
02151



From: George Houser
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:30:08 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
George Houser
02879



From: Suzanne Adams
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:30:22 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Suzanne Adams
49060



From: Judy Genandt
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:30:39 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Judy Genandt
60118



From: Kate Kenner
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:30:46 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Kate Kenner
05301



From: Kathryn Lemoine
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:30:53 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Kathryn Lemoine
71291



From: Catherine Hirsch
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:31:24 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Catherine Hirsch
95560



From: Gino Giamminonni
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:31:26 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Gino Giamminonni
06475



From: Richard Schulte
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:31:35 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

Bees are needed to pollinate a large number of our foods and other insects serve their purpose
for natures balance as well. 

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Richard Schulte
91941



From: Rhonda Bradley
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:32:47 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Rhonda Bradley
38555



From: Douglas McCormick
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:33:21 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Douglas McCormick
92679



From: Edward Hall
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:33:58 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Edward Hall
81601



From: Toni McCalley
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:34:11 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Toni McCalley
13346



From: Georgia Brewer
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:34:31 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

I'm an American taxpayer and citizen who cares very much about our bee populations and
wants to see regulations that support healthy bees. 

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Georgia Brewer
91401



From: Patricia Silver
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:34:45 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Patricia Silver
94707



From: Sharon Peariso
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:35:03 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Sharon Peariso
40243



From: Amanda Salvner
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:35:16 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Amanda Salvner
48104



From: Chris Moser
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:35:52 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Chris Moser
97330



From: Joel DeStefano
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:35:58 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Joel DeStefano
11961



From: Holly Peek
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:36:05 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Holly Peek
32266



From: Steven Cook
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:36:26 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Steven Cook
92315



From: Arnaud DUNOYER
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:36:32 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Arnaud DUNOYER
90291



From: Joel Pelletier
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:36:41 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Joel Pelletier
04103



From: Erik LaRue
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:37:04 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Erik LaRue
98233



From: Neal Mock
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:37:04 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Neal Mock
96161



From: gloriana casey
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:37:06 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abr THIS IS abruptly withdrew a
prior FWS rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides
and genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As
a result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 
*****************THIS IS ONSANE. YOU will kill the bees and then---you will kill your
own nation!*************
Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

***********I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision
issued in July 17, 2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife
Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
gloriana casey
91001



From: Karla Frandson
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:37:09 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Karla Frandson
92128



From: Moira Chapman
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:37:24 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Moira Chapman
94611



From: Chris Wright
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:37:35 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Chris Wright
22310



From: Arlene Block
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:38:20 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Arlene Block
98629



From: Sharon Longyear
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:38:42 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Sharon Longyear
10598



From: Sheryl Cordivari
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:38:58 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Sheryl Cordivari
08215



From: Kai Walton
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:39:21 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Kai Walton
90808



From: Elizabeth Moore
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:39:39 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Elizabeth Moore
95060



From: Helen Goodspeed
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:39:44 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Helen Goodspeed
10601



From: Rudy Ramp
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:39:57 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Rudy Ramp
95521



From: Stefon Lira
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:40:00 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Stefon Lira
28144



From: David Melcer
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:40:03 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstate immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
David Melcer
43054



From: frank belcastro
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:40:35 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
frank belcastro
52001



From: Kristin Ziama
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:40:37 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Kristin Ziama
53095



From: Hannah Osborne
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:40:39 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Hannah Osborne
04032



From: Judith McElwain
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:40:43 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Judith McElwain
11720



From: Carrie Aquila
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:40:56 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Carrie Aquila
85379



From: MegN Perez
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:40:59 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

Hello,

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System". They use chemicals that are extremely harmful and should not be
allowed to further damage wildlife populations. Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,
MegN Perez
90045



From: Ford Taylor
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:41:26 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Ford Taylor
91107



From: Irena Franchi
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:41:37 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Irena Franchi
33160



From: John AND Jean Fleming
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:41:49 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
John AND Jean Fleming
55044



From: Stephen Rosenblum
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:42:24 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Stephen Rosenblum
94301



From: Kay S.
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:42:47 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Kay S.
98503



From: Gilad Lumer
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:43:04 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Gilad Lumer
90292



From: Rehana Huq
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:43:12 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Rehana Huq
14850



From: Emily Mashuga
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:43:19 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Emily Mashuga
55120



From: Jeffrey Bains
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:43:27 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Jeffrey Bains
32159



From: Janet Carmichael
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:43:27 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Janet Carmichael
66216



From: Maria Henderson
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:43:55 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Maria Henderson
68178



From: Dean Peter
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:44:14 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Dean Peter
55372



From: Paul Lapidus
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:45:17 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Paul Lapidus
95004



From: Irene Huskisson
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:45:22 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Irene Huskisson
72764



From: F Corr
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:45:42 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
F Corr
05301



From: Jacqui Skill
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:45:48 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Jacqui Skill
96761



From: Rike Wedding
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:45:57 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

(And ban cancer causing glysophate or "Roundup" everywhere. - See
http://RescueTheWorld.net/food/ and the section on poisonous Roundup Ready seeds by
Monsanto / Bayer. - With quotes from Monsanto on exactly how Roundup Ready seeds work.)

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Rike Wedding
98199



From: Lisa Jones
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:46:47 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Lisa Jones
27609



From: Jacques De la Sablonniere
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:47:43 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Jacques De la Sablonniere
31069



From: Lorraine Brabham
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:48:24 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Lorraine Brabham
07030



From: Christine Lema
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:48:45 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Christine Lema
55124



From: Kyle Peterson
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:48:52 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Kyle Peterson
48313



From: David Ramsey
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:50:05 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
David Ramsey
24343



From: Julia Skelton
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:50:33 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Julia Skelton
48111



From: Patty Ridenour
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:50:38 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Are you people OUT OF YOUR MINDS? Don't you realize that, without the help of bees
pollinating plants, the human race will be deprived of loads of wholesome food, dummies?
You don't care about that?! If that is true, you MUST resign from your government paid
position and the FWS immediately. You obviously do NOT belong there. Good grief. Oh, and
I want to be reimbursed for my tax dollars that have been shelled out for your ridiculous pay
that you are not at all qualified to receive. 

Sincerely,
Patty Ridenour
45419



From: Carol Licini
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:50:55 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Carol Licini
87501



From: Sharon Davlin
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:51:32 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Sharon Davlin
21212



From: Laurie S
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:52:34 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Laurie S
90211



From: Robert Schramm OSFS
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:52:37 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Robert Schramm OSFS
43607



From: Ricquanna Blizzeard
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:52:59 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Ricquanna Blizzeard
48227



From: Susan Shaak
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:53:05 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Susan Shaak
19606



From: Mona Mostow
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:53:36 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Mona Mostow
20148



From: David Choi
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:54:09 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
David Choi
19810



From: Chas Griffin
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:54:14 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Chas Griffin
27376



From: Lois White
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:55:05 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Lois White
97527



From: Linda Jones
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:56:09 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Linda Jones
86325



From: Leo Kucewicz
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:56:33 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Leo Kucewicz
19460



From: Kim Sellon
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:56:59 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Kim Sellon
07974



From: Judy Wong
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:57:14 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Judy Wong
97415



From: Matthew Franck
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:58:40 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Matthew Franck
08904



From: Janice Nall
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:58:49 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Janice Nall
30306



From: Jane Edwards
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:58:54 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Jane Edwards
90623



From: Charles Phillips
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:58:55 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Charles Phillips
65233



From: Elinore Evans
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 6:59:08 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Elinore Evans
44094



From: Eric Andersen
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:00:50 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Eric Andersen
54130



From: Maria H
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:01:34 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Maria H
30004



From: Vicky Buchwald
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:02:37 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Vicky Buchwald
94611



From: pat mace
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:02:45 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
pat mace
23058



From: Irene Brady
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:04:06 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Irene Brady
97540



From: Randy Kliewer
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:04:18 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Randy Kliewer
95603



From: Patricia Otillio
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:04:28 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Patricia Otillio
02915



From: Lisa Mazzola
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:04:45 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Lisa Mazzola
33612



From: Christeen Anderson
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:05:00 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Christeen Anderson
32539



From: Louise Manke
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:05:20 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Louise Manke
44107



From: Debra Barringer
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:05:20 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Debra Barringer
93105



From: Lea Morgan
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:05:36 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Lea Morgan
01201



From: Richard Groux
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:06:18 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Richard Groux
01007



From: Chuck Donegan
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:06:24 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Chuck Donegan
10704



From: Jani Saari
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:06:30 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Jani Saari
20100



From: Todd Jensen
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:06:47 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Todd Jensen
53207



From: Laura Humphreys
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:08:17 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Laura Humphreys
61912



From: Art Smoker
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:08:28 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Art Smoker
28754



From: Larry Rice
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:09:34 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Larry Rice
22046



From: Robert Liedike
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:11:07 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Robert Liedike
80002



From: Gerritt and Elizabeth Baker-Smith
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:11:39 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Gerritt and Elizabeth Baker-Smith
18301



From: Michael Wozniak
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:12:25 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Michael Wozniak
16442



From: Diane Cavaluzzi
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:12:43 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Diane Cavaluzzi
07980



From: Ellyn D. Renor
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:13:13 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Ellyn D. Renor
53565



From: g m
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:14:15 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
g m
55001



From: Janice Banks
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:14:45 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Janice Banks
03225



From: Donna Reardon
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:14:55 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Donna Reardon
03301



From: Leslie Kowalczyk
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:15:20 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Leslie Kowalczyk
95370



From: Cheryl Dennis
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:15:50 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Cheryl Dennis
47952



From: Charlotte Fremaux
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:16:12 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

I object to the dangerous reversal of the rule that banned the use of certain dangerous
pesticides in the National Wildlife Refuge System. The rule was sensible, science based, and
already in force. It is against common sense to bring back already discontinued chemicals, and
furthermore flies in the face of well established facts about the effects of neonicotinoids and
other pesticides used in conjunction with GE crops on wildlife, both flora and fauna. I am
flabbergasted that anyone in your agency would come up with such a stupid plan, except in
response to pressure from the administration which seeks to curry the favor of industry. We
already live in a toxic environment of our own making. The idea that we should render
wildlife refuge areas as chemical-laden is disgusting. 

It is extremely disappointing to see science and fact vacating agency after agency in the
federal government. Please end this now.

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System."

Sincerely,
Charlotte Fremaux
25425





From: Cathryn Simon
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:17:45 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Cathryn Simon
99616



From: Janet H.
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:18:08 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Janet H.
97459



From: Susan Knabeschuh
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:19:20 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Susan Knabeschuh
77706



From: Erma Lewis
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:19:29 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Erma Lewis
11204



From: Lynn Shoemaker
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:19:31 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Lynn Shoemaker
53190



From: Michael Bordenave
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:20:05 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Michael Bordenave
93728



From: David Arnold
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:20:11 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
David Arnold
96003



From: Elizabeth Schwartz
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:20:26 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Elizabeth Schwartz
11106



From: Bea Wadland
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:20:51 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Bea Wadland
02176



From: Loree Schuster
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:21:12 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Loree Schuster
19144



From: Jan Kampa
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:21:15 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Jan Kampa
95073



From: ep pe
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:21:31 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
ep pe
95482



From: Andrea Chisari
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:21:46 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Andrea Chisari
32754



From: LJ Lanfranchi
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:22:08 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
LJ Lanfranchi
01531



From: Michael Violante
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:22:37 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Michael Violante
33062



From: Deborah Dobson
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:23:04 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Deborah Dobson
28792



From: Miriam Youngquist-Thurow
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:23:30 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Miriam Youngquist-Thurow
27540



From: Mr. Evans
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:24:01 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Mr. Evans
93612



From: Nena Cook
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:24:21 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Nena Cook
99156



From: B DEmilio
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:25:48 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
B DEmilio
20011



From: Jourdan Higgins
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:26:13 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Jourdan Higgins
60605



From: Marina Borisova
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:28:05 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Marina Borisova
02108



From: Amy Allage
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:31:40 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Amy Allage
20871



From: Debbie Bonnet
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:31:44 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Debbie Bonnet
33176



From: Pamela Wood
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:32:01 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Pamela Wood
97307



From: Betty Stewart
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:32:23 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Betty Stewart
52531



From: Jane Fasullo
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:33:08 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Jane Fasullo
11733



From: Sharon Baker
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:33:19 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Sharon Baker
80133



From: mark vendel
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:33:47 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
mark vendel
16406



From: Timothy Bodnar
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:33:48 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Timothy Bodnar
48170



From: Kelly Sivrais
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:33:55 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Kelly Sivrais
53090



From: Michael Lombardi
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:34:06 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Michael Lombardi
19054



From: Lorraine Johnson
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:34:19 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Lorraine Johnson
98125



From: Gloria Maese
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:34:24 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Gloria Maese
94558



From: Jan Salas
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:34:57 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Jan Salas
95062



From: Jonathan Peebles
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:35:06 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Jonathan Peebles
43015



From: Leaette Michelle Sullivan
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:35:13 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Leaette Michelle Sullivan
94102



From: Richard Rothstein
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:35:20 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Richard Rothstein
34202



From: Kimerly Wilcox
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:35:43 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Kimerly Wilcox
55330



From: Loretta Olsen
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:36:48 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Loretta Olsen
45177



From: James Cooper
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:36:54 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
James Cooper
43023



From: Maureen Ahern
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:37:41 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Maureen Ahern
03444



From: Mike Sullivan
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:37:44 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Mike Sullivan
94102



From: Iris Zhan
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:38:10 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Iris Zhan
21029



From: Patricia Robinett
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:38:20 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Patricia Robinett
94102



From: Kimberly Pettit
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:38:42 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Kimberly Pettit
84532



From: Lawrence Mick
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:38:43 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Lawrence Mick
45449



From: Heidi Steffy
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:38:45 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Heidi Steffy
16509



From: Brent Larsen
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:39:32 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Brent Larsen
92103



From: Joanna Welch
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:40:26 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Joanna Welch
95501



From: staci samuelson
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:40:57 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
staci samuelson
80126



From: Jessica Card
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:41:12 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Jessica Card
30518



From: Jan Svoboda
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:41:48 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Jan Svoboda
28203



From: Paul Johnson
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:42:19 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Paul Johnson
20772



From: Sharon Paltin
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:42:30 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Sharon Paltin
95454



From: George Deshaies
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:42:56 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
George Deshaies
14055



From: Andrew Katsetos
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:43:18 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Andrew Katsetos
78704



From: Evette Andersen
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:44:10 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Evette Andersen
95945



From: Cody Low
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:44:34 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Cody Low
90046



From: Ernie Brooks
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:44:42 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Ernie Brooks
01069



From: Peter Townsend
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:44:44 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Peter Townsend
01721



From: Vincent Yurkunas
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:45:00 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Vincent Yurkunas
01069



From: Heide Coppotelli
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:45:07 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Heide Coppotelli
28718



From: alan papscun
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:45:22 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
alan papscun
01229



From: Mary Cato
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:48:16 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Mary Cato
76012



From: Keith Britton
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:48:26 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Keith Britton
19012



From: Charles Almack
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:48:31 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Charles Almack
92118



From: Carolyn Riddle
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:49:01 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Carolyn Riddle
78758



From: hal pillinger
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:49:28 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
hal pillinger
10573



From: Katherine Hutchins
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:49:43 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Katherine Hutchins
85050



From: Fred Coppotelli
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:50:05 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Fred Coppotelli
34209



From: Robert Harris
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:50:14 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Robert Harris
90012



From: Amanda Chin
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:50:39 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Amanda Chin
33190



From: Kate Skolnick
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:50:49 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Kate Skolnick
11238



From: Omari Wynter
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:52:02 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Omari Wynter
11203



From: dawn kenyon
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:52:21 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
dawn kenyon
12833



From: Denise Weber
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:52:30 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Denise Weber
78061



From: Harold Denenberg
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:52:56 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Harold Denenberg
19047



From: Margaret Dyre
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:54:17 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Margaret Dyre
22152



From: Jen VanTassel
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:57:04 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Jen VanTassel
13601



From: Aaron Ucko
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:57:20 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Aaron Ucko
20850



From: Valerie Nordeman
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:57:26 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Valerie Nordeman
95454



From: Kathy Kelly
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:57:44 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Kathy Kelly
93003



From: David Smith
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 7:58:53 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
David Smith
32413



From: Rene Gelsomino
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:01:21 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Rene Gelsomino
70070



From: Elizabeth Grant
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:01:27 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Elizabeth Grant
95482



From: Janine Moore
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:02:13 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Janine Moore
04901



From: Clayton Jones
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:02:15 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Clayton Jones
98168



From: Carole Freking
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:02:59 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

Help clean our environment and make it SAFE for wildlife and insects to live here on earth!!!

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Carole Freking
50702



From: Martha Slavin
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:03:34 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

We need to continue to make progress in our efforts to make people and wildlife safer by
banning neonicotinoid pesticides in the National Wildlife Refuge System. These types of
pesticides should never be used in the NWRS. Do not destroy the progress our country has
made. Reinstate the Decision: Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the
NWFS. Don't be remembered by history as the administrator who eliminated bee numbers
regrowth. Bees make the food we eat.

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Martha Slavin
94506



From: Elise Margulis
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:04:24 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Elise Margulis
07039



From: Jonathan Clapp
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:04:32 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Jonathan Clapp
02645



From: Carol Baier
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:05:30 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Carol Baier
63501



From: Michael Skinner
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:05:37 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Michael Skinner
85233



From: Lisa Stimpson
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:05:49 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Lisa Stimpson
11217



From: Karen Martin
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:06:18 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Karen Martin
85254



From: Liz Redwing
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:06:19 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Liz Redwing
93222



From: mike turner
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:06:26 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

THIS SENSELESS REVERSAL MAKES NO SENSE FOR THE PLANET OR FOR OUR
CHILDREN AND I HOPE THAT YOU DO THE RIGHT THING.

Sincerely,
mike turner
80211



From: Susanna Chivian
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:07:04 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Susanna Chivian
02139



From: Kim Lounsbury
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:07:05 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Kim Lounsbury
94566



From: Kate Hermann-Wu
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:07:40 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Kate Hermann-Wu
02451



From: lydia Vandervort
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:07:40 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
lydia Vandervort
37918



From: Debbie McCarthy
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:07:43 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Debbie McCarthy
04966



From: Joyce Filauri
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:07:56 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Joyce Filauri
15108



From: Gail Tanner
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:08:05 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Gail Tanner
44107



From: kay brown
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:08:43 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
kay brown
25015



From: Nora Ziegler
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:09:09 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Nora Ziegler
19382



From: Annie McMahon
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:10:04 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Annie McMahon
86324



From: Laurie Puca
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:10:54 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Laurie Puca
10956



From: Grace Strong
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:11:18 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Grace Strong
49938



From: Margaret Connell
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:11:30 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Margaret Connell
93117



From: Lee Lo
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:11:38 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Lee Lo
30030



From: Kira Bangos
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:12:01 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Kira Bangos
92592



From: Chris Scholl
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:12:48 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Chris Scholl
07753



From: Zineera Seth
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:13:47 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Zineera Seth
77407



From: Ellen North
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:14:20 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Ellen North
92677



From: Beverly Antonio
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:14:30 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Beverly Antonio
21617



From: Patricia McDonald
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:15:33 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Patricia McDonald
32792



From: Laurie Todd
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:16:26 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Laurie Todd
97214



From: Mattha Fleishman
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:16:37 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Mattha Fleishman
04938



From: David Hurley
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:16:44 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
David Hurley
21015



From: James Holmes
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:17:38 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
James Holmes
47586



From: Louis Fischer
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:17:58 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Louis Fischer
20015



From: Ailsa Hermann-Wu
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:18:48 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Ailsa Hermann-Wu
02451



From: Nancy Stoepker
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:18:52 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Nancy Stoepker
20164



From: Kathie Boley
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:18:57 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Kathie Boley
93271



From: Tracey Katsouros
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:19:35 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Tracey Katsouros
20601



From: Gena Anderson
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:20:33 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Gena Anderson
85302



From: Beverly Cole
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:21:30 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Beverly Cole
35079



From: Paul Hunrichs
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:21:33 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Paul Hunrichs
92071



From: Paul Jerome
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:21:51 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Paul Jerome
77450



From: Laura Silverman
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:23:05 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Laura Silverman
10994



From: Sheila Desmond
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:23:24 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Sheila Desmond
95682



From: Gail Wagner
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:24:57 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Gail Wagner
98662



From: Edward Hubbard
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:25:32 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Edward Hubbard
53705



From: Jarrett Cloud
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:25:37 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Jarrett Cloud
07950



From: Lilian Burch
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:26:05 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Lilian Burch
20815



From: Elizabeth Chiodini
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:26:52 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Elizabeth Chiodini
63049



From: Judith Embry
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:27:21 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Judith Embry
01247



From: R M
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:27:23 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
R M
95409



From: Berma Matteson
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:28:21 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Berma Matteson
97415



From: Susan Wieczynski, RSM
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:28:24 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System". It’s the RIGHT Thing to DO!!!!!!!!

Sincerely,
Susan Wieczynski, RSM
12019



From: Mary Gibson
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:28:28 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Mary Gibson
38107



From: Shoshana Serxner-Merchant
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:28:29 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Shoshana Serxner-Merchant
27607



From: Powell Hutton
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:29:17 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Powell Hutton
22207



From: Susan Galante
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:29:54 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Susan Galante
27526



From: Nancy Porterfield
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:29:55 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Nancy Porterfield
87114



From: Katherine Blevins
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:30:26 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Katherine Blevins
44077



From: Hugh Havlik
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:30:45 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Hugh Havlik
33952



From: Josephine Wake
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:31:03 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Josephine Wake
31636



From: John Hardy
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:31:40 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
John Hardy
33064



From: Derek Gendvil
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:32:05 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

Sincerely,
Derek Gendvil
LV
I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Derek Gendvil
89117



From: Debi Combs
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:32:17 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Debi Combs
30033



From: Jamie McCune
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:33:06 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Jamie McCune
86442



From: Karlene Gunter
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:34:58 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Karlene Gunter
14618



From: Linda Marble
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:35:03 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Linda Marble
94605



From: bruce raymond
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:36:56 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
bruce raymond
92054



From: Terry Tedesco-Kerrick
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:37:17 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Terry Tedesco-Kerrick
85016



From: Sara Montgomery
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:37:28 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Sara Montgomery
98936



From: Gloria Molina
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:38:43 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Gloria Molina
88007



From: Desiree Mendes
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:39:04 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Desiree Mendes
59802



From: Angeline Tang
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:39:19 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Angeline Tang
75200



From: marcela viscarra-dagger
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:39:45 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
marcela viscarra-dagger
55555



From: Jean Cameron
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:41:09 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Jean Cameron
77845



From: Dorothy Holtzman
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:41:35 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Dorothy Holtzman
15009



From: Françoise Bolot
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:41:40 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Françoise Bolot
69200



From: wes weaver
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:41:45 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
wes weaver
28607



From: trishu thapa
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:41:52 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
trishu thapa
11756



From: Richard Shepard
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:44:01 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Richard Shepard
91711



From: Brian Lu
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:45:13 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Brian Lu
07090



From: Alberto Acosta
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:47:37 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Alberto Acosta
91505



From: Kenneth Bierman
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:47:42 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Kenneth Bierman
85745



From: Mike Spade
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:48:11 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Mike Spade
66436



From: Betty Kissilove
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:49:08 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Betty Kissilove
94122



From: michele sinkez
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:50:36 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
michele sinkez
06231



From: Chetra Kem
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:51:33 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Chetra Kem
77084



From: Joe Weis
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:52:33 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Joe Weis
93654



From: Linda Howie
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:52:46 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Linda Howie
91355



From: Bev Thomas
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:53:26 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Bev Thomas
30338



From: Jim Diana
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:55:48 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Jim Diana
89519



From: john guros
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:56:04 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
john guros
98198



From: Dylan Burgess
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:56:18 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Dylan Burgess
72205



From: John Hudson
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:59:08 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
John Hudson
66103



From: Matthew Vorstermans
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:59:49 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Matthew Vorstermans
27560



From: Dominika Arseniuk
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:59:57 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Dominika Arseniuk
01461



From: Timo Peuranen
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 9:00:51 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Timo Peuranen
31250



From: Thomas Binford
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 9:04:58 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Thomas Binford
21210



From: Tim Glover
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 9:05:03 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
Tim Glover
32976



From: Carolina AlduvÃn
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 9:08:39 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Carolina AlduvÃn
11101



From: Nurin Darwisyah Mohd Faizal
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 9:08:50 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Nurin Darwisyah Mohd Faizal
24000



From: Jon Singleton
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 9:11:02 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Jon Singleton
10118



From: Jay Mull
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 9:11:37 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Jay Mull
97013



From: LaVina Kleese
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 9:12:21 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
LaVina Kleese
58401



From: Richard Nagy
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 9:13:04 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Dear leaders, help to save bees and please move to the natural systems, copy them as perfectly
as it is. The human life in this planet depends on these choices. We need consciousness leaders
whose understand our responsibility of our life and our children life and all other creatures of
this planet. Because this is a full connected system. We need to sustain it in a long therm
without a sort egocentric interest.

I hope the best, because all companies have to face the waking up society who is their buyer-
consumer-investor. Their life depends on their own consumers. And the society want to live in
peace with nature.

Peace, love, consciousness! 
Kind Regards
Richard

Sincerely,
Richard Nagy



72211



From: Sarah McKee
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 9:15:50 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. '

What do you have against the U.S. food supply? It's a fair question.

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. 

Imperiled wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. 

By rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act, and
probably the Administrative Procedure Act as well.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Sarah McKee
01002



From: Alexis Dix
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 9:17:15 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Alexis Dix
21229



From: Celeste Hong
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 9:18:35 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Celeste Hong
90027



From: Mha Atma Khalsa
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 9:23:16 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Mha Atma Khalsa
90035



From: Nicole Fisher
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 9:23:26 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Thank you for your attention to this important matter. 

Nicole Fisher

Sincerely,
Nicole Fisher
19475



From: Karen Berger
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 9:23:38 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Karen Berger
91020



From: Duncan Van Arsdale
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 9:23:44 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Duncan Van Arsdale
94010



From: Carol Maghakian
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 9:24:38 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Carol Maghakian
29588



From: Michelle Jordan
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 9:24:58 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Michelle Jordan
97520



From: Bonnie Baker
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 9:25:51 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Bonnie Baker
99354



From: H G
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 9:26:29 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
H G
95610



From: Jerry and Louise Pascoe
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 9:27:44 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Jerry and Louise Pascoe
97701



From: Damian Kreske
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 9:28:39 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Damian Kreske
20878



From: Marcia Hoodwin
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 9:29:18 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Marcia Hoodwin
34238



From: Kristy Hromas
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 9:30:15 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Kristy Hromas
68064



From: Frances O"Neal
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 9:32:55 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Frances O'Neal
97223



From: Elizabeth Enright
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 9:33:43 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Elizabeth Enright
85251



From: Blanca Luz Ross
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 9:34:11 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Blanca Luz Ross
92833



From: curt clay
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 9:34:31 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
curt clay
97420



From: Opal Hearst
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 9:34:34 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Opal Hearst
70118



From: Marguerite Shuster
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 9:35:09 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Marguerite Shuster
91024



From: Christine Cole
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 9:35:57 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Christine Cole
92122



From: Smaroula Stephens
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 9:38:42 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Smaroula Stephens
20832



From: Michele Steen
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 9:39:00 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Michele Steen
84032



From: Maureen O"Neal
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 9:39:37 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Maureen O'Neal
97223



From: Maleka Battal
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 9:40:32 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Maleka Battal
23232



From: Sally Rings
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 9:40:43 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Sally Rings
85028



From: Alex Harris
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 9:40:56 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Alex Harris
64081



From: Joyce Frohn
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 9:41:18 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Joyce Frohn
54901



From: Kyle Haines
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 9:41:29 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Kyle Haines
97031



From: Greg Sells
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 9:42:07 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Greg Sells
78741



From: Flora Hearst
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 9:42:43 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Flora Hearst
70118



From: Phyllis Chavez
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 9:43:11 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Phyllis Chavez
90405



From: Laraine Bergman
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 9:44:49 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Laraine Bergman
50613



From: Mark Robinson
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 9:44:57 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Mark Robinson
28025



From: Mark Grantham
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 9:47:21 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Mark Grantham
90402



From: James Katzen
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 9:48:12 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
James Katzen
89169



From: Emily Hall
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 9:49:04 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Emily Hall
35209



From: Margaret Cathey
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 9:49:40 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Margaret Cathey
85297



From: Kevin Oldham
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 9:49:57 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Kevin Oldham
11967



From: Dale Reynolds
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 9:50:31 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Dale Reynolds
91205



From: El;izabeth Werner
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 9:51:09 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
El;izabeth Werner
06514



From: Carol Gold
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 9:51:15 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Carol Gold
94930



From: Michael Ackerman
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 9:52:25 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Michael Ackerman
92110



From: Ashley Sherburne
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 9:53:06 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Ashley Sherburne
59434



From: Kurt Schwarz
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 9:53:20 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

Neonicotinoids are toxic to birds. Their use on wildlife refuges should be prohibited.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Kurt Schwarz
21042



From: Querido Galdo
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 9:53:29 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Querido Galdo
94601



From: Jill Walker
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 9:53:34 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Jill Walker
43212



From: Cassandra McDougall
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 9:53:47 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Cassandra McDougall
98028



From: C. Williams
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 9:54:39 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
C. Williams
76710



From: Anne Corrigan
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 9:55:52 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Anne Corrigan
92104



From: Sherry Dunn
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 9:55:59 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Sherry Dunn
95946



From: Karen Cotterell
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 9:56:00 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Karen Cotterell
10012



From: Shannon Teel
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 10:00:58 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Shannon Teel
28205



From: Kim McDonald
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 10:02:51 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Kim McDonald
98271



From: Marcia Sousa
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 10:06:04 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Marcia Sousa
10591



From: Glenn Dale
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 10:06:39 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Glenn Dale
93518



From: Jan Modjeski
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 10:07:16 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Jan Modjeski
29576



From: Barbara MacAlpine
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 10:11:34 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Barbara MacAlpine
80517



From: Marguery Zucker
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 10:11:56 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Marguery Zucker
97403



From: Kay Reinfried
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 10:12:14 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Kay Reinfried
17543



From: Jan Otto
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 10:12:20 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Jan Otto
18017



From: Julia DeNiro
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 10:15:25 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Julia DeNiro
43212



From: Stephen Boletchek
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 10:15:31 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Stephen Boletchek
27502



From: Nathen Brill
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 10:15:39 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Nathen Brill
85331



From: Marni Howard
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 10:16:23 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Marni Howard
77479



From: Roberto Romo
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 10:17:34 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Roberto Romo
94121



From: Jill Pascotto
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 10:17:41 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Jill Pascotto
90265



From: Karen Donaldson
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 10:17:44 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Karen Donaldson
95945



From: vicki watson
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 10:18:46 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

I was shocked to learn that Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan has withdrawn an FWS
rule that discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and genetically modified crops in our
National Wildlife Refuge System.

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and herbicides to which GE crops are immune--are
known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, including many found on wildlife
refuges. Many endangered and threatened species rely on these refuges, including insects,
reptiles, birds, bats, freshwater mussels, fish and plants. All are threatened by the Service's
resumption of use pf neonicotinoid pesticides and herbicides associated with GE crops. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

Please reinstate immediately the Decision issued in July 17, 2014 that regulated the "Use of
Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
vicki watson
59801



From: Christina Nillo
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 10:19:00 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Christina Nillo
90069



From: Lauren Fenenbock
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 10:19:05 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Lauren Fenenbock
79902



From: Sharon Gillespie
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 10:19:42 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Sharon Gillespie
78703



From: Laurie Vallens
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 10:22:08 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Laurie Vallens
93428



From: Cynthia Rich
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 10:25:06 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Cynthia Rich
92116



From: S. Chapek
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 10:25:18 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
S. Chapek
94118



From: Joanne Hutton
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 10:27:55 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Joanne Hutton
22207



From: Debra Gonzalez
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 10:28:41 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.
Neonicotinoid pesticide are harmful to all creatures including humans. Stop destroying bees,
nature and causing cancers in humans!

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Debra Gonzalez
44645



From: Alyssa Brito
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 10:28:50 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Alyssa Brito
01749



From: dennis nagel
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 10:29:27 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
dennis nagel
85719



From: Jason Manviller
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 10:30:56 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Jason Manviller
92602



From: Richard Sparacino
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 10:32:37 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Richard Sparacino
94122



From: Margaret Dunlevy
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 10:33:47 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Margaret Dunlevy
10025



From: Joan Schrier
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 10:35:31 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Joan Schrier
90049



From: Frank Baele
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 10:35:47 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Frank Baele
92549



From: Elina Hemink
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 10:38:10 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Elina Hemink
94582



From: karen steele
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 10:38:21 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
karen steele
95501



From: Mark Merner
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 10:39:23 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Mark Merner
95404



From: Kirk Yake
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 10:40:47 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Kirk Yake
92107



From: Luis A Badillo
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 10:40:47 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Luis A Badillo
78521



From: Caryn Graves
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 10:41:12 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Caryn Graves
94702



From: Sharon Stork
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 10:41:48 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Sharon Stork
44124



From: Camilla Spicer
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 10:43:27 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Camilla Spicer
33982



From: Geneva Strange
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 10:43:58 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Geneva Strange
32502



From: Jon Hager
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 10:44:51 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Jon Hager
84065



From: Taylor Smith
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 10:45:05 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Taylor Smith
45344



From: Lisa Hughes
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 10:45:40 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Lisa Hughes
77550



From: Robert Stark
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 10:45:51 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Robert Stark
94966



From: Karla Refojo
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 10:50:12 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Karla Refojo
93105



From: Lisa Stone
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 10:50:17 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Lisa Stone
77096



From: L. Fielder
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 10:50:41 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
L. Fielder
75006



From: Stephen Lipman
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 10:51:10 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Stephen Lipman
10471



From: Mireille Urbain
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 10:53:04 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Mireille Urbain
13000



From: Tanja Rieger
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 10:53:57 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Tanja Rieger
24536



From: Sherrill Futrell
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 10:54:29 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Sherrill Futrell
95618



From: Margaret Dugan
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 10:54:46 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Margaret Dugan
85748



From: Maria Gonzalez
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 10:58:51 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Maria Gonzalez
60656



From: Jennifer Schoppe
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 10:59:23 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Jennifer Schoppe
76903



From: John Waering
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 10:59:55 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
John Waering
18705



From: Raye Harper
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 11:00:11 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Raye Harper
23225



From: Ryan Delage
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 11:01:54 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Ryan Delage
55405



From: Matt Larson
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 11:02:21 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Matt Larson
91104



From: Robert Toop
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 11:06:00 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principal Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a 2014 FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically engineered (“GE”) crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge
System"). As a result, previously prohibited pesticides and crops will be considered on a case
by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges. 

Pesticides -- including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are resistant -- are
known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and their use is directly implicated in
the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled wildlife seeking sanctuary and
forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception. Endangered and threatened species that
rely on these refuges, including the Monarch butterfly, American burying beetle (Nicrophorus
americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis grisescens), Indiana bat
(Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly mussel (Plethobasus
cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping plover (Charadrius
melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker (Picoides borealis),
ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes brevirostris), southwestern
willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley elderberry longhorn beetle
(Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by FWS's resumption of pesticide
and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By rescinding its 2014 decision without first
completing consultation on the impacts to endangered and threatened species, FWS has
violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency immediately reinstate the written Decision issued July
17, 2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the
National Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Robert Toop
01775



From: Michael Woosnam-Mills
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 11:06:07 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Michael Woosnam-Mills
33400



From: Gabriel Bobek
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 11:06:36 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Gabriel Bobek
10012



From: Paul Blackburn
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 11:08:30 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Paul Blackburn
42701



From: Elonna Weigel
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 11:09:14 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Elonna Weigel
60136



From: Karen Fedorov
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 11:09:16 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Karen Fedorov
22712



From: Guadalupe Yanez
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 11:10:19 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Guadalupe Yanez
79938



From: Shirley C
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 11:10:58 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Shirley C
97233



From: Phyllis O"Donnell
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 11:13:27 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Phyllis O'Donnell
85013



From: Kevin O"Brien
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 11:18:49 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Kevin O'Brien
92651



From: Richard Bartkowicz
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 11:18:49 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Richard Bartkowicz
60169



From: Veronica Corral
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 11:19:30 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Veronica Corral
80918



From: Jim Steitz
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 11:20:03 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

***The National Wildlife Refuges were established, at great effort and moral conviction, for
the purpose of preserving our precious biological heritage. They are not rental properties for
agricultural interests. Farming on National Wildlife Refuges is an extraordinary privilege, not
a right, and must absolutely be forbidden from undermining the purposes of the Refuge.
Allowing neonicotinoid pesticides that insidiously and persistently destroy all pollinator
populations unfortunate enough to feed upon affected plants, is irreconcilably in conflict with
Wildlife Refuges. The impact of these pesticides extends even to a wide swatch of endangered
and threatened species, whose sustenance is the primary mandate of FWS. For the Deputy
Director to even consider permission for such extensive biocide on Wildlife Refuges as that
inflicted by neonicotinoids is both abjectly immoral and an explicit defiance of your legal
mandate for wildlife protection.***

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Jim Steitz
37738



From: Sharon Lieberman
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 11:28:46 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Sharon Lieberman
95412



From: Carole H
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 11:29:41 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Carole H
98368



From: Deanna Doull
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 11:32:21 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Deanna Doull
92505



From: Erin Millikin
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 11:38:21 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Erin Millikin
92154



From: Sandra Woodall
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 11:41:20 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Sandra Woodall
78212



From: Paige Harrison
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 11:41:37 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Paige Harrison
10024



From: Carina Ramirez
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 11:43:01 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Carina Ramirez
79907



From: Paul Ripley
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 11:43:24 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Paul Ripley
95062



From: Sandi Covell
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 11:44:17 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Sandi Covell
94112



From: Barbara Bonfield
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 11:44:25 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Barbara Bonfield
98407



From: Diane Scott
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 11:45:22 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Diane Scott
99508



From: Patricia Shore
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 11:45:37 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Patricia Shore
98683



From: ken gunther
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 11:48:39 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
ken gunther
33478



From: Marge Dupler
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 11:50:19 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Marge Dupler
00000



From: Natalie Blasco
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 11:53:25 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Natalie Blasco
96007



From: Elizabeth Bossert
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 11:53:57 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Elizabeth Bossert
80439



From: Kylene Parker
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 11:56:51 PM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Kylene Parker
98370



From: Daniel Reder
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 12:00:04 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Daniel Reder
93035



From: Linda Freeman
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 12:06:44 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Linda Freeman
95991



From: Susan Searain
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 12:07:46 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Susan Searain
81004



From: ZACHARY Sprunger
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 12:07:52 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
ZACHARY Sprunger
46033



From: Laurel Temple
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 12:08:54 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Laurel Temple
97223



From: Barbara Grove
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 12:11:06 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Barbara Grove
78741



From: Jill Meier
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 12:11:28 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Jill Meier
98290



From: Philip Miller
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 12:11:56 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Philip Miller
92114



From: B. E.
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 12:13:04 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
B. E.
91361



From: Wendi Myers
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 12:13:45 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Wendi Myers
34683



From: Merelyn Dolins
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 12:20:43 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Merelyn Dolins
07040



From: Elizabeth Brannon
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 12:22:20 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Elizabeth Brannon
85233



From: Ron Kloberdanz
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 12:24:26 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Ron Kloberdanz
94044



From: Thomas Nelson
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 12:25:37 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Thomas Nelson
19050



From: Joan Smith
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 12:26:36 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Joan Smith
94904



From: Saran K.
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 12:26:37 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. Discontinue this action today, tomorrow is too late, pesticides kill
more than one can imagine.

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Saran K.
90035



From: q q
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 12:27:12 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
q q
92121



From: Ronald Dibble Jr.
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 12:28:33 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Ronald Dibble Jr.
90712



From: Anita Watkins
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 12:29:47 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System". Do the right thing!

Sincerely,
Anita Watkins
94611



From: Karl Schumaker
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 12:32:30 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Karl Schumaker
95006



From: James Michael "Mike" Henderson
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 12:33:21 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
James Michael "Mike" Henderson
93405



From: Stephanie Brady
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 12:33:36 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

Please stop pesticides that kill the insects that pollinate our crops. 
On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Stephanie Brady
94546



From: John Kraemer
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 12:37:21 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
John Kraemer
54729



From: S Tanning
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 12:38:33 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
S Tanning
55113



From: Rosli Omar
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 12:39:52 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Rosli Omar
60000



From: Judy Hultin
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 12:42:34 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Judy Hultin
98107



From: roberta e. newman
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 12:45:27 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
roberta e. newman
94941



From: Paula Morgan
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 12:47:25 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Paula Morgan
33019



From: Alicia Allen
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 12:47:28 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Alicia Allen
94901



From: Eva Strautmann
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 12:56:19 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Eva Strautmann
60325



From: CJ James
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 1:08:31 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
CJ James
97440



From: Diana Hopkins
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 1:09:53 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Diana Hopkins
02195



From: JoAnn Kiva
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 1:14:12 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
JoAnn Kiva
91107



From: Peter Bodlaender
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 1:19:29 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Peter Bodlaender
90039



From: STACIE CHARLEBOIS
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 1:24:15 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
STACIE CHARLEBOIS
95472



From: Victoria Kern
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 1:24:30 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Victoria Kern
90210



From: adriana libretti
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 1:26:50 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
adriana libretti
20123



From: Pam du Toit
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 1:26:51 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Pam du Toit
00081



From: Marco Bautista
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 1:27:59 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Marco Bautista
68111



From: e l dupras-carceles
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 1:35:26 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
e l dupras-carceles
10036



From: Thomas Holubeck
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 1:37:04 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Thomas Holubeck
45215



From: tia pearson
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 1:40:49 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
tia pearson
96786



From: Tamara Voyles
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 1:47:48 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Tamara Voyles
95472



From: Frederic Eger
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 1:50:19 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Frederic Eger
10069



From: Audrey Franklin
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 1:57:28 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Audrey Franklin
80601



From: Chris Hazynski
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 2:15:53 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Chris Hazynski
08016



From: Rita Paltrinieri
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 2:15:58 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Rita Paltrinieri
41036



From: Sonja Leitner
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 2:16:05 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Sonja Leitner
93111



From: Angela Vigna
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 2:16:06 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Angela Vigna
17100



From: Martha Spencer
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 2:16:07 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Martha Spencer
28712



From: Michael Robinson-Moltke
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 2:16:07 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Michael Robinson-Moltke
20500



From: Bossard Quentin
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 2:19:45 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Bossard Quentin
91160



From: ANais Maffard
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 2:23:42 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
ANais Maffard
22220



From: Scott MacDougall
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 2:24:39 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Scott MacDougall
94709



From: Jennifer Burke
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 2:28:18 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Jennifer Burke
34471



From: Pasang Syangtan
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 2:33:45 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Pasang Syangtan
44008



From: Matthew Cimino
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 2:37:39 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Matthew Cimino
44129



From: Oscar Revilla
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 2:37:51 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in wildlife refuges throughout the
country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Oscar Revilla
28024



From: Pankaj Varsani
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 2:52:13 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Pankaj Varsani
00100



From: Judy Rees
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 2:56:11 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Judy Rees
05052



From: Trish Dobereiner
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 2:59:31 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Trish Dobereiner
33909



From: Janice Bartlett
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 3:00:51 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Janice Bartlett
92122



From: Hanne gauslaa
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 3:01:23 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Hanne gauslaa
10533



From: tal kinnersly
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 3:04:15 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
tal kinnersly
94913



From: Rachel Kyle
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 3:06:49 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Rachel Kyle
21053



From: c gerber
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 3:08:37 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

“If future generations are to remember us with gratitude rather than contempt, we must leave
them more than the miracles of technology. We must leave them a glimpse of the world as it
was in the beginning, not just after we got through with it.” ― Lyndon B. Johnson.

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
c gerber
94117



From: Jade Kiran
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 3:08:44 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Jade Kiran
94132



From: Thomas Tizard
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 3:14:43 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Thomas Tizard
96734



From: ingeborg glier
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 3:16:46 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
ingeborg glier
89084



From: petra muller
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 3:22:47 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
petra muller
55555



From: GAILLARD ISABELLE
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 3:26:46 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
GAILLARD ISABELLE
91080



From: Antonio Grijalva
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 3:41:01 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Antonio Grijalva
90068



From: Jaro Guzinski
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 3:41:56 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Jaro Guzinski
29680



From: Jessica Crosbie
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 3:46:06 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Jessica Crosbie
90717



From: PAULA RUSTERHOLZ
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 3:46:49 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
PAULA RUSTERHOLZ
55113



From: George Schneider
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 3:52:33 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
George Schneider
92105



From: Litsa Katsarou
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 3:52:38 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Litsa Katsarou
12242



From: Evan Ingle
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 3:58:13 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Evan Ingle
92111



From: Amber Mullins
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 4:09:33 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Amber Mullins
22534



From: Kathy Oppenhuizen
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 4:18:01 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Kathy Oppenhuizen
49460



From: april parkins
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 4:24:47 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
april parkins
94611



From: Andrea Morisi
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 4:25:18 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Andrea Morisi
40017



From: Linda Gertig
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 4:26:27 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Linda Gertig
68005



From: Helgard Below
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 4:28:41 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Helgard Below
22085



From: Valentina van Dijk
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 4:46:06 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Valentina van Dijk
83910



From: adriaan foppen
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 4:46:37 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
adriaan foppen
83910



From: kira van dijk
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 4:47:07 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
kira van dijk
83910



From: Julana Eakin
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 4:47:38 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Julana Eakin
44116



From: LLOYD BLEVINS
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 4:48:44 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
LLOYD BLEVINS
24060



From: warren stallard
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 4:53:46 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
warren stallard
45314



From: Meredith Green
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 4:59:35 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Meredith Green
28205



From: Rebecca Sheffield
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 5:05:17 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Rebecca Sheffield
72120



From: Connie Jackson
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 5:17:34 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Connie Jackson
17551



From: Robin Craft
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 5:24:29 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Robin Craft
43064



From: Nancy Loader
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 5:25:53 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Nancy Loader
01527



From: Rainer Hertsch
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 5:27:27 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Rainer Hertsch
65344



From: Natalie Janssen
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 5:28:41 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Natalie Janssen
35200



From: Lorraine Dumas
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 5:42:28 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Lorraine Dumas
40511



From: Johnnie Prosperie
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 5:45:36 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Johnnie Prosperie
75946



From: Fr. Carl Chudy
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 5:46:06 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Fr. Carl Chudy
01746



From: Sarah Meyers
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 5:54:50 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Sarah Meyers
48843



From: Virginia Jones
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 5:54:53 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Virginia Jones
49004



From: Cynthia Thorpe
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 5:57:05 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Cynthia Thorpe
33458



From: Wynnette LaBrosse
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 6:05:20 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Wynnette LaBrosse
94301



From: Stanley Hix
To: Gregory Sheehan
Subject: Re: August 2, 2018 Agency Action Withdrawing Prior Decision in "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife

Management in the National Wildlife Refuge System" (July 17, 2014)
Date: Friday, August 24, 2018 6:05:51 AM

Principle Deputy Director Sheehan:

On August 2, 2018, Principle Deputy Director Greg Sheehan abruptly withdrew a prior FWS
rule that formally phased-out and discontinued the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and
genetically modified crops in the National Wildlife Refuge System ("Refuge System"). As a
result of this, previously prohibited neonicotinoid pesticides and GE crops will be considered
on a case by case basis and potentially used immediately in national wildlife refuges
throughout the country. 

Pesticides--including neonicotinoids and pesticides to which GE crops are genetically
engineered to be immune--are known to injure and kill endangered wildlife and plants, and
their use is directly implicated in the decline of hundreds of ESA-protected species. Imperiled
wildlife seeking sanctuary and forage in national wildlife refuges are no exception.
Endangered and threatened species that rely on these refuges, including the American burying
beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas), gray bat (Myotis
grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), least tern (Sterna antillarum), orange-footed pearly
mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), piping
plover (Charadrius melodus), pygmy madtom (Noturus stanauli), red-cockaded woodpecker
(Picoides borealis), ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), short-nose sucker (Chasmistes
brevirostris), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), will likely be harmed by the
Service's resumption of neonicotinoid pesticide and GE crop use in the Refuge System. By
rescinding its 2014 decision without first completing consultation on the impacts to
endangered and threatened species, FWS has violated the Endangered Species Act.

I am writing to request that your agency reinstates immediately the Decision issued in July 17,
2014 that regulated the "Use of Agricultural Practices in Wildlife Management in the National
Wildlife Refuge System".

Sincerely,
Stanley Hix
27606



From: Greg Sheehan
To: Ed Carter
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] GMO use
Date: Sunday, August 5, 2018 7:00:48 PM

Thank you Ed.  It’s always good to hear from you and I appreciate the positive feedback. 
Hope to see you soon. 

Hope all is well in the great state of Tennessee. 

Greg 

Greg Sheehan
Principal Deputy Director
US Fish and Wildlife Service
202-208-4545 office
202-676-7675 cell

On Aug 3, 2018, at 12:34 PM, Ed Carter <Ed.Carter@tn.gov> wrote:

Hi Greg, Mr. Director Sir
Just a note to say thanks so much for your recent letter to your refuge personnel
regarding GMO and neonicotinoid seeds. That will be an immense help in
managing the waterfowl areas. I really appreciate your willingness to look at all
options.
I hope things are going well for you and that occasionally you can come up for
air.
Ed
 
Ed Carter, Executive Director
Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency
P.O. Box 40747
Nashville, TN 37204
615-781-6552
 
TWRA
440 Hogan Road
Ellington Agricultural Center
Nashville, TN 37220
 



From: gregory sheehan@fws.gov on behalf of Sheehan, Greg
To: Patel, Kashyap
Subject: Letter
Date: Monday, July 30, 2018 1:25:36 PM
Attachments: Withdrawal Memp of 2014 Kurth Memo.SOL edit draft (2).docx

Kashyap,

I have reviewed this letter after input from the solicitors and believe it is ready to formalize
and send.

Thanks
Greg

-- 
Greg Sheehan
Principal Deputy Director
US Fish and Wildlife Service
1849 C Street NW, Room 3358
Washington, DC  20240
Office  202-208-4545
Cell 202-676-7675
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From: Kurth, Jim
To: Greg Sheehan
Subject: GMO crops
Date: Thursday, May 31, 2018 9:54:56 AM
Attachments: Draft letter USFWS to Congress re banning of GMO use.May 2018 jk.docx

I added a few sentences to Nancy's draft.  For your review.
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From: Morris  Charisa
To: Greg Sheehan
Cc: Kashyap Patel
Subject: GMO in Service Manual
Date: Monday, July 23, 2018 4:22:56 PM
Attachments: GMO service manual.pdf

The most relevant return I found is attached and below. I did not find any amendments after the July 2014 memo came out. I did
not get any returns on the term "neonicotinoid."  I currently have an official inquiry into the person who manages the manual, so
should have a definitive answer as soon as tomorrow.

                                      Amendment 1, 601 FW 3
                   (Delegation of Authority for Genetically Modified Crops)

 
 

Series: Refuge Management

Part 601: National Wildlife Refuge System

Chapter 3: Biological Integrity, Diversity, and Environmental Heal h

Amendment Number: 1

Purpose: This amendment delegates authority to the Regional Chiefs for he National Wildlife
Refuge System, to approve the use of genetically modified crops (GMCs) on National Wildlife
Refuge System lands.

 
Action:
 
Under 3.15C, change the last sentence in the paragraph:
 
“We do not use genetically modified organisms in refuge management unless we determine their use is essential to accomplishing refuge
purpose(s) and the Director approves the use.”
 
to:
 
“We do not use genetically modified organisms in refuge management unless we determine their use is essential to accomplishing refuge
purpose(s) and the Regional Chief, National Wildlife Refuge System, approves the use.
 
Also add the following subsections to the same paragraph:
 
(1) This delegation covers agricultural crops only. For genetically modified organisms other than GMCs, such as trees or fish, Director approval is
required.
 
(2) A request for approval can cover just one refuge, or it can cover multiple units within a refuge complex.

-- 
Charisa_Morris@fws.gov | Chief of Staff, Office of the Director | U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service | 1849 C Street NW, Room 3348
| Washington, DC 20240 | (202) 208-3843 |  For urgent matters, please dial cell: 301-875-8937



 

 

  

 

 

 

        
     

  
    

  
  

   

     

  

  
                                       
                     

  

  

  

   

 

  

      
  

  

  
 

  
 

  
  

   

 
  

 
  

  
   

 
  

  
 

  
    

 
  

  
  

  

Amendment 1, 

601 FW 3 

Biological Integrity, 

Diversity, and 

Environmental 

Health 

Amends 601 FW 3, FWM 366, 04/16/01 
Date: July 31, 2006 

Series: Refuge Management 
Part 601: National Wildlife Refuge 

System 
Originating Office: Division of 

Conservation, Planning and Policy 

PDF Version 

Amendment 1, 601 FW 3
 
(Delegation of Authority for Genetically Modified Crops)
 

Series: Refuge Management 

Part 601: National Wildlife Refuge System 

Chapter 3: Biological Integrity, Diversity, and Environmental Health 

Amendment Number: 1 

Purpose: This amendment delegates authority to the Regional Chiefs for the National 
Wildlife Refuge System, to approve the use of genetically modified crops (GMCs) on 
National Wildlife Refuge System lands. 

Action: 

Under 3.15C, change the last sentence in the paragraph: 

“We do not use genetically modified organisms in refuge 
management unless we determine their use is essential to 
accomplishing refuge purpose(s) and the Director approves the 
use.” 

to: 

“We do not use genetically modified organisms in refuge 
management unless we determine their use is essential to 
accomplishing refuge purpose(s) and the Regional Chief, National 
Wildlife Refuge System, approves the use. 

Also add the following subsections to the same paragraph: 

(1) This delegation covers agricultural crops only. For genetically 
modified organisms other than GMCs, such as trees or fish, 
Director approval is required. 

(2) A request for approval can cover just one refuge, or it can 
cover multiple units within a refuge complex. 



 

 
  

    

 
 

 

   
   

 
  

       
       

          
       

 

  

  

For information on the specific content of this chapter, 
contact the Division of Conservation, Planning and Policy. 
For information about this website, contact Krista Holloway 
in the Division of Policy and Directives Management at 
Krista Holloway@fws.gov. 
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From: Jim Kurth
To: Greg Sheehan
Cc: Cynthia Martinez; shaun sanchez@fws.gov
Subject: Fwd: GMO Congressional letter
Date: Wednesday, May 30, 2018 6:09:39 PM
Attachments: ATT00001.htm

Draft letter USFWS to Congress re banning of GMO use.May 2018.docx

Greg,

Here is what Nancy drafted.  I can add a few sentence to give policy context. I will get you a
final draft before you leave tomorrow. 

jim 
Sent from my iPad

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Brown-Kobil, Nancy" <nancy.brown-kobil@sol.doi.gov>
Date: May 30, 2018 at 12:58:29 PM EDT
To: "Kurth, Jim" <jim_kurth@fws.gov>
Subject: Re: GMO Congressional letter

Hi Jim---

Here is a draft response letter to the Members letter on GMO use. 

Let me know if you have any questions or require anything further.

Nancy Brown-Kobil
Attorney-Advisor, Office of the Solicitor
U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, NW, MS-6327
Washington, D.C.  20240
202.208.6479
Nancy.Brown-Kobil@sol.doi.gov

 

This email (including attachments) is intended for the use of the individual or entity to
which it is addressed.  It may contain information that is privileged, confidential, or
otherwise protected by applicable law.  If you are not the intended recipient of this
email, or an employee or agent responsible for the delivery of this email to the
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that the dissemination, distribution,
copying or use of this email is strictly prohibited.  If you received this email in error,
please notify the sender immediately and destroy all copies.

(b) (5) DPP, (b) (5) ACP



 

On Tue, May 29, 2018 at 4:14 PM, Kurth, Jim <jim_kurth@fws.gov> wrote:
We have a new letter from a number of Members of Congress about GMO crop
usage.  Greg wants you to help draft a response so he can look at it before he
leaves on Thursday evening.  Are you available to discuss/help with this.  (b) 

(5) 
DPP
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From: Greg Sheehan
To: Barbara Wainman
Subject: Fwd: GMO crops
Date: Thursday, May 31, 2018 9:43:59 PM
Attachments: ATT00001.htm

Draft letter USFWS to Congress re banning of GMO use.May 2018 jk.docx

Barbara

Can you please clean this up a bit and make it look just a little more like a Congressional
response letter but without gutting it too much.  Then get back to Jim and I for review. 

Thank you, 
Greg 

Greg Sheehan
Principal Deputy Director
US Fish and Wildlife Service
202-208-4545 office
202-676-7675 cell

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Kurth, Jim" <jim_kurth@fws.gov>
Date: May 31, 2018 at 10:54:49 AM EDT
To: Greg Sheehan <greg_j_sheehan@fws.gov>
Subject: GMO crops

I added a few sentences to Nancy's draft.  For your review.
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