~12/20/2017 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Fwd: FW: DTS 066424, Response to CSKT

Salem, Brian <brian_salem@fws.gov>

Fwd: FW: DTS 066424, Response to CSKT

Thornburg, Amy <amy_thornburg@fws.gov> Fri, Dec 15, 2017 at 9:30 AM
To: "Salem, Brian" <brian_salem@fws.gov>

Amy Thornburg

Deputy Refuge Supervisor
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
134 Union Bivd.

Lakewood, CO 80228

303 236-4345

Cell 303 519-6887

---------- Forwarded message -=--------

From: Bernie Petersen <bernie_petersen@fws.gov>
Date: Tue, Sep 12, 2017 at 12:09 PM

Subject: FW: DTS 066424, Response to CSKT

To: Amy Thornburg <amy_thormburg@fws.gov>

Bernard J Petersen
Refuge Supervisor for Colorado,Montana, Utah, Wyoming
US Fish and Wildlife Service Region 6

National Wildlife Refuge System

303-236-4310 W

720-708-8026 Cell

From: Matten, Betsy [mailto:betsy_matten@fws.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, September 12, 2017 11:14 AM

To: Will Meeks; Bernie Petersen

Subject: DTS 066424, Response to CSKT

Will and Bernie,

The draft response from the Secretary to CSKT was approved by the RD and uploaded into DTS. Our final copy is
attached.

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=6d3c16a42f8jsver=23w0uDq1rPo.en.&view=pt&msg=1605b03a691c12de&qg=amy_thomburg%40fws.gov8q... 1/2



12/20£2017- DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Fwd: FW: DTS 066424, Response to CSKT
Betsy

Betsy M. Matten, Administrative Officer
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Region 6
National Wildlife Refuge System

134 Union Blvd.

Lakewood, CO 80228

303-236-4307

Betsy_Matten@fws.gov

232424_Secretary response to CSKT_NBR.docx

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=28ik=6d3c16a42f&jsver=Z3w0uDq 1rPo.en.&view=pt&msg=1605b03a691c12de&q=amy_thornburg%40fws.gov&q... 2/2



The Confederated Salish and Kootenai
Tribes of the Flathead Nation

P.O. Box 278

Pablo, Montana 59855

Dear Chairman Finley:

Thank you for your letter of July 13, 2017, on behalf of the Confederated Salish and Kootenai
Tribes (CSKT). I value our continued partnership at the National Bison Range Complex
(NBRC).

I have instructed the Department of Interior (DOI) and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
(Service) to remain committed to working with CSKT to administer the NBRC for its intended
purpose: in part “.. for a permanent National Bison Range for the herd of bison (May 23, 1 908)
" .. and as refuges and breeding ground for native birds (Dec. 22, 1921)."

The Service is currently in the process of developing an Environmental Impact Statement and a
Comprehensive Conservation Plan (CCP) to gather public input and assess management options
for the NBRC. As a cooperating agency, we welcome your substantial involvement throughout
the CCP process. The DOI and the Service appreciate the opportunity for us to work together
through the development of the CCP. Additionally, as you noted, the Service has been working
toward a staffing realignment for more than three years; modernizing its workforce and aligning
reduced capacity to the highest conservation priorities. The realignment strategy and
accompanying staffing framework outline a staffing model for our assets in western Montana
and across the Region. The staffing framework may be updated once the NBRC CCP is
completed.

CSKT’s contribution to the development of the CCP will be greatly valued and I assure you that
we welcome your ideas and we will fully evaluate options for the Service and the CSKT to work
together in the management of the NBR. An Annual Funding Agreement under the Indian Self-
Determination Act is one of the options we could consider again, but I urge you to discuss with
the Service other potential options that may allow us to put in place a cooperative arrangement
that may not need annual renegotiation.

There is a new Administration, new Secretary, and a new opportunity to work together again to
manage a modern NBR. The DOI and the Service look forward to fostering a stronger
partnership with CSKT to ensure that the wildlife, lands, and National Bison Range are well
cared for into the future. I invite you to work with Assistant Regional Director (National
Wildlife Refuge System and Partners for Fish and Wildlife), Will Meeks, throughout the
planning process. Will’s contact information is Will Meeks@fws.gov or (303) 23 6-4303. We
remain committed to supporting Tribal self-governance and fostering our government-to-
government relationship.



Sincerely,

Ryan K. Zinke
Secretary of Interior



—12/20/2017 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Fwd: Draft response to CSKT letter

-" Salem, Brian <brian_salem@fws.gov>

BisoON
CONNECT

Fwd: Draft response to CSKT letter

Thornburg, Amy <amy_thornburg@fws.gov> Fri, Dec 15, 2017 at 9:29 AM
To: "Salem, Brian" <brian_salem@fws.gov>

Amy Thornburg

Deputy Refuge Supervisor
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
134 Union Blvd.

Lakewood, CO 80228

303 236-4345

Cell 303 519-6887

---------- Forwarded message --------—-

From: Thornburg, Amy <amy_thornburg@fws.gov>

Date: Tue, Aug 29, 2017 at 3:02 PM

Subject: Draft response to CSKT letter

To: Will Meeks <will_meeks@fws.gov>

Cc: Maureen Gallagher <maureen_gallagher@fws.gov>, "Petersen, Bernie" <bernie_petersen@fws.gov>

Will,

Maureen, Bernie and | have prepared a draft response to Vernon Finley's July 13th
letter. We will start the surnaming process after you have had a chance to review the
letter and provide input.

Amy Thornburg

Deputy Refuge Supervisor
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
134 Union Blvd.

Lakewood, CO 80228

303 236-4345

Cell 303 519-6887

g Draft response to CSKT ltr 1.docx
— 16K

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=28&ik=6d3c16a42f&jsver=Z3w0uDq1rPo.en.&view=pt&msg=1605b03042b74c72&qg=amy_thornburg%40fws.gov&q... 1/1



Thank you for your frank and thorough letter of July 13, 2017 on behalf of the Confederated
Salish and Kootenai Tribes (CSKT). Your letter reveals the power of a renewed partnership.

The Department of Interior (DOI) and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) remain
committed to working with CSKT to manage the National Bison Range (NBR) for its intended
purpose: in part “... for a permanent National Bison Range for the herd of bison
(v+-May 23, 1908) "... and as refuges and breeding ground for native birds (Dec. 22, 1921)."

The DOI and the USFWS appreciate the opportunity for open communication during the NBR
management discussions. The Service is currently in the process of developing an environmental
impact statement and a Comprehensive Conservation Plan (CCP) to gather public input and
assess management options for the NBR. As a cooperating agency, the CSKT will have
substantial involvement throughout the CCP process.

The USFWS has been working toward a staffing realignment for more than three years;
modernizing its workforce and aligning capacity to the highest priorities. Thank you for sharing
your knowledge of that strategy and budgetary constraints. The Strategy and accompanying
Staffing Framework outline a much leaner staffing model for our assets in Western Montana.

The DOI and USFWS have zero tolerance for racism, or the appearance of racism o1 favoritism.
I thank you for bringing this unfortunate chapter in our shared history to my attention. I am
assured that no one currently in a leadership position at NBR was a signatory to that letter.

There is a new administration, new Secretary and a new opportunity to work together to manage
a modern NBR. The DOI and the USFWS look forward to fostering a stronger partnership with
CSKT to ensure that the bison, lands and people at the National Bison Range are well cared for
into the future. I invite you to work with Assistant Regional Director (Refuges and Partners for
Fish and Wildlife .} Will Meeks. throughout the planning process. We remain committed to
supporting Tribal self-governance and fostering our government-to-government relationship.



12/20/2017 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Fwd: 06624 NBR draft response letter

Salem, Brian <brian_salem@fws.gov>

Fwd: 06624 NBR draft response letter

Thornburg, Amy <amy_thornburg@fws.gov> Fri, Dec 15, 2017 at 9:29 AM
To: "Salem, Brian" <brian_salem@fws.gov>

Amy Thornburg

Deputy Refuge Supervisor
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
134 Union Blvd.

Lakewood, CO 80228

303 236-4345

Cell 303 519-6887

---------- Forwarded message ----------

From: Thornburg, Amy <amy_thornburg@fws.gov>

Date: Tue, Aug 29, 2017 at 1:37 PM

Subject: 06624 NBR draft response letter

To: Maureen Gallagher <maureen_gallagher@fws.gov>, "Petersen, Bernie" <bemie_petersen@fws.gov>

Maureen and Bernie,

Let me know if additional changes are needed.

.L@ Draft response to CSKT Itr 1.docx
16K

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=6d3c16a42f&jsver=Z3w0uDq1rPo.en.&view=pt&msg=1605b0290880dd6c&q=amy_thornburg%40fws.gov&q... 1/1



Thank you for your frank and thorough letter of July 13, 2017 on behalf of the Confederated
Salish and Kootenai Tribes (CSKT). Your letter reveals the power of a renewed partnership.

The Department of Interior (DOI) and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) remain
committed to working with CSKT to manage the National Bison Range (NBR) for its intended

purpose: in part “... for a permanent National Bison Range for the herd of bison
(on May 23, 1908) "... and as refuges and breeding ground for native birds (Dec. 22, 1921)."

The DOI and the USFWS appreciate the opportunity for open communication during the NBR
management discussions. The Service is currently in the process of developing an environmental
impact statement and a Comprehensive Conservation Plan (CCP) to gather public input and
assess management options for the NBR. As a cooperating agency, the CSKT will have
substantial involvement throughout the CCP process.

The USFWS has been working toward a staffing realignment for more than three years;
modernizing its workforce and aligning capacity to the highest priorities. Thank you for sharing
your knowledge of that strategy and budgetary constraints. The Strategy and accompanying
Staffing Framework outline a much leaner staffing model for our assets in Western Montana. As
the CCP is completed we look forward to working closely with CSKT to identify the best
staffing model for those stations within the current NBR Refuge Complex.

The DOI and USFWS have zero tolerance for racism, or the appearance of racism favoritism. [
thank you for bringing this unfortunate chapter in our shared history to my attention. I am
assured that no one currently in a leadership position at NBR was a signatory to that letter.

There is a new administration, new Secretary and a new opportunity to work together to manage
a modern NBR. The DOI and the USFWS look forward to fostering a stronger partnership with
CSKT to ensure that the bison, lands and people at the National Bison Range are well cared for
into the future. I invite you to work with Assistant Regional Director (Refuges and Partners for
Fish and Wildlife) Will Meeks throughoﬁt the planning process. We remain committed to
supporting Tribal self-governance and fostering our government-to-government relationship.



12/20/2017 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Update on National Bison Range

Salem, Brian <brian_salem@fws.gov>

Update on National Bison Range

Thornburg, Amy <amy_thornburg@fws.gov> Fri, Dec 15, 2017 at 9:27 AM
To: "Salem, Brian" <brian_salem@fws.gov>

Amy Thornburg

Deputy Refuge Supervisor
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
134 Union Blvd.

Lakewood, CO 80228

303 236-4345

Cell 303 519-6887

---------- Forwarded message ----------

From: Noreen Walsh <noreen_walsh@fws.gov>

Date: Fri, Apr 14, 2017 at 8:37 AM

Subject: Update on National Bison Range

To: FW6 All Employees <fw6_all_employees@fws.gov>

Dear Mountain-Prairie Region,

In February of 2015, I informed you that the a discussion had begun about the best, long-term
solution for our many conservation priorities, the specific conservation goals of the National
Bison Range, and how we could best support the principles of Indian self-determination.
From those discussions the Service announced support for the idea of potential legislation
that would transfer the lands comprising the National Bison Range to be held in trust by the
United States for the Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes (CSKT). During the
intervening year, no such legislation was introduced.

On April 13,2017, Secretary Zinke released a statement indicating he had studied the issue
and decided to change course. He indicated that the CSKT will play a pivotal role in our
discussions about the best path forward at the National Bison Range. You can read his full
statement here:

https://www.doi.gov/pressreleases/statement-secretary-zinke-national-bison-range
Thanks,

Noreen

https:/mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=6d3c16a421&jsver=Z3w0uDq1rPo.en.&view=pt&msg=1605b00f0edB24ee&q=amy_thornburg%40fws.gov&q... 1/2



12/20/2017 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Fwd: National Bison Range Complex - Comprehensive Conservation Plan

Salem, Brian <brian_salem@fws.gov>

Fwd: National Bison Range Complex - Comprehensive Conservation Plan

Meeks, Will <will_meeks@fws.gov> Mon, Dec 11, 2017 at 4:36 PM
To: Brian Salem <brian_salem@fws.gov>

---------- Forwarded message ----------

From: Griffin, Toni <toni_griffin@fws.gov>

Date: Fri, Jun 2, 2017 at 3:37 PM

Subject: National Bison Range Complex - Comprehensive Conservation Plan

To: Brian Upton <Brian.Upton@cskt.org>, gkrueger@flathead.mt.gov, pholmquist@flathead.mt.gov,
pmitchell@flathead.mt.gov, lakecommissioners@lakemt.gov, commissioners@co.sanders.mt.us, ileigh@fs.fed.us,
ijtockman02@fs.fed.us, Stanley Speaks <stanley.speaks@bia.gov>, Darryl LaCounte <darryl.lacounte@bia.gov>, Lorri
Gray <Igray@usbr.gov>, fwpgen@mt.gov, chip.weber@fs.fed.us, chris.savage@fs.fed.us, timothy.garcia@fs.fed.us,
Elaine Leslie <elaine_leslie@nps.gov>, cbrooker@co.sanders.mt.us, Vernon.Finley@cskt.org, mwilliams@mt.gov

Cc: Jeff King <jeff_king@fws.gov>, Kevin Shinn <kevin_shinn@fws.gov>, Kelly Hogan <kelly_hogan@fws.gov>, Bernie
Petersen <Bernie_Petersen@fws.gov>, Maureen Gallagher <maureen_gallagher@fws.gov>, Will Meeks
<will_meeks@fws.gov>, Bernardo Garza <Bernardo_Garza@fws.gov>

Dear Conservation Partners:

As many of you are aware, we have re-initiated the Comprehensive Conservation Plan (CCP) process for the National Bison Range
Complex (NBRC). As part of this process we will host scoping meetings in several communities throughout Montana to inform the
public about the planning process and invite the public to provide us their comments. The first of these meetings will take place from
5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. at the Red Lion Ridgewater Inn in Polson on Tuesday, June 6, 2017, and at the Public Library Community
Meeting Room in Kalispell on Wednesday, June 7, 2017. Additional meetings will be announced in the near future. We intend to
continue our public scoping efforts throughout the development of the draft CCP/NEPA documents.

As valued partners, we are seeking your assistance as Cooperating Agencies to help guide completion of the CCP/NEPA documents.
Official letters inviting you to participate in the CCP/NEPA process should reach your office in the near future. If you agree to
participate as Cooperating Agencies, we anticipate holding our first Cooperating Agency meeting in August and will work with all
interested agencies to establish a date, time, and place that works best for everyone’s schedule. We estimate the CCP/NEPA process
will last for approximately 3 years. This robust planning process will provide ample opportunities to provide meaningful input into
the future management of the NBRC.

If you have any questions please feel free to contact me at toni_griffin@fws.gov or by phone at (303) 236-4378. We look forward to
working with all of you as we shape the future of the National Bison Range Complex.

Toni Griffin

Refuge Planning
Mountain-Prairie Region
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
134 Union Blvd

Lakewood, CO 80228
Office Phone: 303/236-4378
Telework: Tuesday, Friday

Will Meeks
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

https://mail google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=28k=6d3c16a42f8jsver=23w0uDq1rPo.en.&view=pt&msg=1 6047efb996856¢f&g=will_meeks%40fws.gov&qgs=tru... 1/2



12/20/2017 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Fwd: Updated Invitation: Call with Brian Upton @ Thu Sep 7, 2017 1pm - 2pm (wil_meeks@fws.gov)

Salem, Brian <brian_salem@fws.gov>

Fwd: Updated Invitation: Call with Brian Upton @ Thu Sep 7, 2017 1pm - 2pm
(will_meeks@fws.gov)

Meeks, Will <will_meeks@fws.gov> Mon, Dec 11, 2017 at 4:34 PM
To: Brian Salem <brian_salem@fws.gov>

---------- Forwarded message ----------

From: Kelly Hogan <kelly_hogan@fws.gov>

Date: Tue, Aug 29, 2017 at 10:31 AM

Subject: Updated Invitation: Call with Brian Upton @ Thu Sep 7, 2017 1pm - 2pm (will_meeks@fws.gov)
To: will_meeks@fws.gov, maureen_gallagher@fws.gov, brian.upton@cskt.org

This event has been changed.

Call with Brian Upton more details »

Changed: Conference Call Numbers

Phone #: 866-644-1852
Passcode: 8875993

When Thu Sep 7, 2017 1pm — 2pm Mountain Time
Video call htips://plus.google.com/hangouts/_/doi.gov/kelly-hogan
Calendar  will_meeks@fws.gov

Who « kelly_hogan@fws.gov - organizer
- will_meeks@fws.gov
« maureen_gallagher@fws.gov
. brian.upton@cskt.org

Going? Yes - Maybe - No more options »

Invitation from Google Calendar

You are receiving this email at the account will_meeks@fws.gov because you are subscribed for updated invitations on calendar
will_meeks@fws.gov.

To stop receiving these emails, please log in to hitps://www.google.com/calendar/ and change your notification settings for this calendar.

Forwarding this invitation could allow any recipient to modify your RSVP response. Learn More.

Will Meeks

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Mountain Prairie Region
Assistant Regional Director
National Wildlife Refuge System
303-236-4303 (w)
720-541-0310 (c)

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=6d3c16a42f8jsver=Z3w0uDq 1rPo.en.&view=pt&msg=1 6047ee6fb7fbb678g=wil_meeks%40fws.gov&qgs=tru... 1/2



12/20/2017 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Fwd: Today's Conference Call canceled.

Salem, Brian <brian_salem@fws.gov>

Fwd: Today's Conference Call canceled.

Meeks, Will <will_meeks@fws.gov> Mon, Dec 11, 2017 at 4:34 PM
To: Brian Salem <brian_salem@fws.gov>

---------- Forwarded message ----------

From: Hogan, Kelly <kelly_hogan@fws.gov>

Date: Thu, Sep 7, 2017 at 5:09 AM

Subject: Today's Conference Call canceled.

To: Brian Upton <Brian.Upton@cskt.org>

Cc: Will Meeks <will_meeks@fws.gov>, "Gallagher, Maureen" <maureen_gallagher@fws.gov>

Good Morning All
| have taken the liberty of canceling today's call which was scheduled for 1 pm. We will reschedule later this month.

Thanks,
Kelly

Will Meeks

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Mountain Prairie Region
Assistant Regional Director
National Wildlife Refuge System
303-236-4303 (w)
720-541-0310 (c)

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=6d3c16a42f&jsver=23w0uDq1rPo.en.&view=pt&msg=16047ee312107bdelg=will_meeks%40fws.gov&gs=tr... 1/1



12/20/2017 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Fwd: Invitation: Call with Brian Upton @ Thu Sep 21, 2017 9am - 10am (will_meeks@fws.gov)

Salem, Brian <brian_salem@fws.gov>

Fwd: Invitation: Call with Brian Upton @ Thu Sep 21, 2017 9am - 10am
(will_meeks@fws.gov)

Meeks, Will <will_meeks@fws.gov> Mon, Dec 11, 2017 at 4:34 PM
To: Brian Salem <brian_salem@fws.gov>

---------- Forwarded message ---------—-

From: Kelly Hogan <kelly_hogan@fws.gov>

Date: Mon, Sep 18, 2017 at 10:04 AM

Subject: Invitation: Call with Brian Upton @ Thu Sep 21, 2017 9am - 10am (wil_meeks@fws.gov)

To: will_meeks@fws.gov, bernie_petersen@fws.gov, maureen_gallagher@fws.gov, brian.upton@cskt.org

Call with Brian Upton more details »
When Thu Sep 21, 2017 Sam — 10am Mountain Time

Video call https://plus.google.com/hangouts/_/doi.gov/kelly-hogan
Calendar  will_meeks@fws.gov

Who » kelly_hogan@fws.gov - organizer
+ bernie_petersen@fws.gov
« maureen_gallagher@fws.gov
«  will_meeks@fws.gov
» brian.upton@cskt.org

Going? Yes - Maybe - No more options »

Invitation from Googie Calendar

You are receiving this email at the account will_meeks@fws.gov because you are subscribed for invitations on calendar
will_meeks@fws.gov.

To stop receiving these emails, please log in to https://www.google.com/calendar/ and change your notification settings for this calendar.

Forwarding this invitation could allow any recipient to modify your RSVP response. Learn More.

Will Meeks

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Mountain Prairie Region
Assistant Regional Director
National Wildlife Refuge System
303-236-4303 (w)
720-541-0310 (c)

D invite.ics
2K

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=6d3c16a42f&jsver=Z3w0uDq1rPo.en.&view=pt&msg=16047edf4b8eeddadq=will_meeks%40fws.gov&gs=tr... 1/1



12/20/2017 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Fwd: Updated invitation: Call with Brian Upton @ Thu Sep 21, 2017 9am - 10am (will_meeks@fws.g...

Salem, Brian <brian_salem@fws.gov>

Fwd: Updated invitation: Call with Brian Upton @ Thu Sep 21, 2017 9am - 10am
(will_meeks@fws.gov)

Meeks, Will <will_meeks@fws.gov>
To: Brian Salem <brian_salem@fws.gov>

---------- Forwarded message ------—----
From: Kelly Hogan <kelly_hogan@fws.gov>
Date: Mon, Sep 18, 2017 at 1:27 PM
Subject: Updated invitation: Call with Brian Upton @ Thu Sep 21, 2017 9am - 10am (will_meeks@fws.gov)
To: will_meeks@fws.gov, maureen_gallagher@fws.gov, brian.upton@cskt.org, bernie_petersen@fws.gov

This event has been changed.

Call with Brian Upton

Changed: Conference call number

866-644-1852

8875993

When Thu Sep 21, 2017 9am — 10am Mountain Time

Video call https://plus.google.com/hangouts/_/doi.gov/kelly-hogan

Calendar will_meeks@fws.gov

Who .

kelly_hogan@fws.gov - organizer
will_meeks@fws.gov
maureen_gallagher@fws.gov
brian.upton@cskt.org
bernie_petersen@fws.gov

Going? Yes - Maybe - No more options »

Invitation from Google Calendar

Mon, Dec 11, 2017 at 4:34 PM

more details »

You are receiving this email at the account will_meeks@fws.gov because you are subscribed for updated invitations on calendar
will_meeks@fws.gov.

To stop receiving these emails, please log in to hitps://www.google.com/calendar/ and change your notification settings for this calendar.

Forwarding this invitation could allow any recipient to modify your RSVP response. Learn More.

Will Meeks

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Mountain Prairie Region
Assistant Regional Director
National Wildiife Refuge System
303-236-4303 (w)
720-541-0310 (c)

[ invite.ics

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=6d3c16a42f&jsver=23w0uDq 1rPo.en.&view=pt&msg=16047edbd880facc&q=will_meeks%40fws.govags=tru... 1/2



12/20/2017 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Fwd: Accepted: Call with Brian

:Il Salem, Brian <brian_salem@fws.gov>

CONNECT

Fwd: Accepted: Call with Brian

Meeks, Will <will_meeks@fws.gov> Mon, Dec 11, 2017 at 4:35 PM
To: Brian Salem <brian_salem@fws.gov>

---------- Forwarded message ----------

From: Brian Upton <Brian.Upton@cskt.org>
Date: Fri, Aug 4, 2017 at 1:40 PM

Subject: Accepted: Call with Brian

To: "will_meeks@fws.gov" <will_meeks@fws.gov>

Will Meeks

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Mountain Prairie Region
Assistant Regional Director
National Wildlife Refuge System
303-236-4303 (w)
720-541-0310 (c)

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=6d3c16a42f8jsver=Z3w0uDq 1rPo.en.&view=pt&msg=16047eech237eb3e&q=will_meeks%40fws.gov&gs=tr... 1/1



12/20/2017 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Fwd: Call on Monday?

' :Il Salem, Brian <brian_salem@fws.gov>

BISON
CONNECT

Fwd: Call on Monday?

Meeks, Will <will_meeks@fws.gov> Mon, Dec 11, 2017 at 4:35 PM
To: Brian Salem <brian_salem@fws.gov>

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Will Meeks <will_meeks@fws.gov>
Date: Fri, Aug 4, 2017 at 8:52 AM
Subject: Call on Monday?

To: brian.upton@cskt.org

Hello Brian. | hope all is well with you. Are you available for a call on Monday at 10:00 am? Thanks.

Will Meeks

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Mountain-Prairie Region
Assistant Regional Director
National Wildlife Refuge System
303-236-4303 (office)
720-541-0310 (cell)

Will Meeks

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Mountain Prairie Region
Assistant Regional Director
National Wildlife Refuge System
303-236-4303 (w)
720-541-0310 (c)

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=6d3c16a42f&jsver=Z3w0uDq1rPo.en.&view=pt&msg=16047ef31f482496&q=will_meeks%40fws.gov&gs=tru... 1/1



12/20/2017 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Fwd: Call with Brian

" Salem, Brian <brian_salem@fws.gov>

CONNECT

Fwd: Call with Brian

Meeks, Will <will_meeks@fws.gov> Mon, Dec 11, 2017 at 4:35 PM
To: Brian Salem <brian_salem@fws.gov>

---------- Forwarded message ----------

From: <will_meeks@fws.gov>

Date: 2017-08-04 11:03 GMT-06:00

Subject: Call with Brian

To: brian.upton@cskt.org, Kelly Hogan <kelly_hogan@fws.gov>, bernardo_garza@fws.gov

Will Meeks

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Mountain Prairie Region
Assistant Regional Director
National Wildlife Refuge System
303-236-4303 (w)
720-541-0310 (c)

D invite.ics
4K

hitps://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=6d3c16a42{&jsver=Z3w0uDq1rPo.en.&view=pt&msg=16047eeffaf817ff&q=will_meeks%40fws.gov&gs=true...  1/1
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National Bison Range Complex Comprehensive Conservation Plans

Cooperating Agencies Meeting
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Garza, Bernardo <bernardo_garza@fws.gov>
CONMECT

National Bison Range Complex CCPs Purposes, Vision and Goals Workshop

Garza, Bernardo <bernardo_garza@fws.gov> Fri, Sep 29, 2017 at 2:28 PM
To: Brian Upton <brian.upton@cskt.org>, David Redhorse <david.redhorse@bia.gov>, Gale Decker <gdecker@lakemt.gov>,
Jennifer Ekberg <jekberg@co.sanders.mt.us>, Neil Anderson <nanderson@mt.gov>

Bcc: Jeff King <jeff_king@fws.gov>, Kevin Shinn <kevin_shinn@fws.gov>, Kelly Hogan <kelly_hogan@fws.gov>

Dear Cooperators,

We will hold the NBR Complex CCPs Purposes, Vision and Goals Workshop at the Red Lion Inn in Polson on Tuesday,
November 7, 2017.

This will be an all-day workshop (8:30 am - 5:00 pm). I'll send you the agenda for the workshop as soon as it is ready.
Please mark your calendars and let me know if you have any questions.
I look forward to seeing all of you in Polson in November.

Have a great weekend

Bernardo Garza

Planning Team Leader

Branch of Policy and Planning

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, Mountain-Prairie Region
Office (303) 236-4377

Fax (303) 236-4792



Garza, Bernardo <bernardo_garza@fws.gov>

Re: Public Scoping Meetings Sign In Sheets

Garza, Bernardo <bernardo_garza@fws.gov> Thu, Sep 21, 2017 at 10:38 AM
To: Brian Upton <Brian.Upton@cskt.org>

Thanks. You too.
On Thu, Sep 21, 2017 at 10:36 AM, Brian Upton <Brian.Upton@cskt.org> wrote:

Thanks again Bernardo, for both the quick reply and the kind words. Hope you have a good weekend.

From: Garza, Bernardo [mailto:bernardo_garza@fws.gov]
Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 10:34 AM

To: Brian Upton

Subject: Re: Public Scoping Meetings Sign In Sheets

Absolutely. I'm attaching it here.

I'm very glad to hear about your father's improving condition.

Take care

On Thu, Sep 21, 2017 at 10:31 AM, Brian Upton <Brian.Upton@cskt.org> wrote:

Hi Bernardo,

| appreciate the information. Could you also send me the sign-up sheet for the cooperating agency meeting held at
Ninepipes? | believe there were a couple of individuals there whose names | did not get.

Thanks also for your good words about my father. He is home and appears to be doing really well, so I’'m hoping
that continues.

Thanks again,

BU

From: Garza, Bernardo [mailto:bernardo_garza@fws.gov]
Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 9:47 AM

To: Brian Upton

Subject: Public Scoping Meetings Sign In Sheets


https://mail.google.com/mail/?view=cm&fs=1&tf=1&to=Brian.Upton@cskt.org
https://mail.google.com/mail/?view=cm&fs=1&tf=1&to=bernardo_garza@fws.gov
https://mail.google.com/mail/?view=cm&fs=1&tf=1&to=Brian.Upton@cskt.org
https://mail.google.com/mail/?view=cm&fs=1&tf=1&to=bernardo_garza@fws.gov

Good morning Brian,

Kelly Hogan asked me to forward to you a copy of the electronic version of the sign in sheets for the four scoping
meetings we held in Montana for both of the CCPs we are working on.

I'm attaching those files here. Please let me know if you have any issues opening them.

I'm sorry for what happened to your father. | hope he is recuperating.

Take care

Bernardo Garza

Planning Team Leader

Branch of Policy and Planning

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, Mountain-Prairie Region
Office (303) 236-4377

Fax (303) 236-4792

Bernardo Garza

Planning Team Leader

Branch of Policy and Planning

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, Mountain-Prairie Region
Office (303) 236-4377

Fax (303) 236-4792

Bernardo Garza

Planning Team Leader

Branch of Policy and Planning

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, Mountain-Prairie Region
Office (303) 236-4377

Fax (303) 236-4792



Garza, Bernardo <bernardo_garza@fws.gov>

Re: Public Scoping Meetings Sign In Sheets

Garza, Bernardo <bernardo_garza@fws.gov> Thu, Sep 21, 2017 at 10:33 AM
To: Brian Upton <Brian.Upton@cskt.org>

Absolutely. I'm attaching it here.

I'm very glad to hear about your father's improving condition.

Take care

On Thu, Sep 21, 2017 at 10:31 AM, Brian Upton <Brian.Upton@cskt.org> wrote:

Hi Bernardo,

| appreciate the information. Could you also send me the sign-up sheet for the cooperating agency meeting held at
Ninepipes? | believe there were a couple of individuals there whose names | did not get.

Thanks also for your good words about my father. He is home and appears to be doing really well, so I’'m hoping
that continues.

Thanks again,

BU

From: Garza, Bernardo [mailto:bernardo_garza@fws.gov]
Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 9:47 AM

To: Brian Upton

Subject: Public Scoping Meetings Sign In Sheets

Good morning Brian,

Kelly Hogan asked me to forward to you a copy of the electronic version of the sign in sheets for the four scoping
meetings we held in Montana for both of the CCPs we are working on.

I'm attaching those files here. Please let me know if you have any issues opening them.
I'm sorry for what happened to your father. | hope he is recuperating.

Take care


mailto:Brian.Upton@cskt.org
mailto:bernardo_garza@fws.gov

Bernardo Garza

Planning Team Leader

Branch of Policy and Planning

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, Mountain-Prairie Region
Office (303) 236-4377

Fax (303) 236-4792

Bernardo Garza

Planning Team Leader

Branch of Policy and Planning

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, Mountain-Prairie Region
Office (303) 236-4377

Fax (303) 236-4792

@ Aug 29 2017 Coop Agencies Mtg Sign In Sheet.pdf
80K


https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=929e8bb8a7&view=att&th=15ea549b69926ddd&attid=0.1&disp=attd&realattid=f_j7uofmws0&safe=1&zw

/P

Garza, Bernardo <bernardo_garza@fws.gov>
CONMECT

Public Scoping Meetings Sign In Sheets

Garza, Bernardo <bernardo_garza@fws.gov> Thu, Sep 21, 2017 at 9:47 AM
To: Brian Upton <brian.upton@cskt.org>
Bcc: Kelly Hogan <kelly_hogan@fws.gov>, Jeff King <jeff_king@fws.gov>

Good morning Brian,

Kelly Hogan asked me to forward to you a copy of the electronic version of the sign in sheets for the four scoping
meetings we held in Montana for both of the CCPs we are working on.

I'm attaching those files here. Please let me know if you have any issues opening them.
I'm sorry for what happened to your father. | hope he is recuperating.

Take care

Bernardo Garza

Planning Team Leader

Branch of Policy and Planning

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, Mountain-Prairie Region
Office (303) 236-4377

Fax (303) 236-4792

4 attachments

E NBRC Scoping Mtg Kalispell MT 06072017 Sign In.pdf
76K

E NBRC Scoping Mtg Missoula MT 08302017 Sign In.pdf
155K

E NBRC Scoping Mtg Polson MT 06062017 Sign In.pdf
65K

E NBRC Scoping Mtg Polson MT 08302017 Sign In.pdf
66K
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Garza, Bernardo <bernardo_garza@fws.gov>
CONMECT

Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks

Garza, Bernardo <bernardo_garza@fws.gov> Wed, Sep 13, 2017 at 10:18 AM
To: Brian Upton <brian.upton@cskt.org>, David Redhorse <david.redhorse@bia.gov>, Gale Decker <gdecker@lakemt.gov>,
Jennifer Ekberg <jekberg@co.sanders.mt.us>, Jeff King <jeff_king@fws.gov>, Kelly Hogan <kelly_hogan@fws.gov>, Bernie
Petersen <bernie_petersen@fws.gov>, "McCollister, Matthew" <matthew _mccollister@fws.gov>

Dear Cooperating Agencies,

Late yesterday | received a formal request from Jim Williams, Regional Supervisor of Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks'
Region 1, that MTFWP be part of the Planning Team for the National Bison Range CCP/EIS as a cooperating agency.

Therefore, I've modified (slightly) the MOU to add MTFWP (no other changes were made to the MOU).

I'm enclosing the updated MOU (with MTFWP included). Please use this version for signing.

Bernardo Garza

Planning Team Leader

Branch of Policy and Planning

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, Mountain-Prairie Region
Office (303) 236-4377

Fax (303) 236-4792

E NBR CCP and EIS Cooperating Agencies MOU.pdf
171K


https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=929e8bb8a7&view=att&th=15e7c08729050e0f&attid=0.1&disp=attd&realattid=f_j7j87hd90&safe=1&zw
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Garza, Bernardo <bernardo_garza@fws.gov>
CONMECT

NBR CCPIEIS Cooperating Agencies MOU

Garza, Bernardo <bernardo_garza@fws.gov> Fri, Sep 8, 2017 at 12:06 PM
To: Jennifer Ekberg <jekberg@co.sanders.mt.us>, Gale Decker <gdecker@lakemt.gov>, David Redhorse
<david.redhorse@bia.gov>, Brian Upton <brian.upton@cskt.org>, Jeff King <jeff_king@fws.gov>

Cc: Kelly Hogan <kelly_hogan@fws.gov>, Bernie Petersen <bernie_petersen@fws.gov>

Dear Cooperators,

First of all | want to thank all of you for your agency's participation in the Cooperating Agencies meeting we had at the
Ninepipes Lodge in Charlo on August 29.

Those of us from the Service feel that the meeting was a very successful first meeting for our agencies and a great
opportunity to get to know each other better.

| am attaching to this email message an updated MOU for your review. The MOU was edited based on comments from
Lake County.

After your review please let me know if the agency you represent is ready to sign the MOU or if you have further
comments.

Thank you

Bernardo Garza

Planning Team Leader

Branch of Policy and Planning

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, Mountain-Prairie Region
Office (303) 236-4377

Fax (303) 236-4792

E NBR CCP and EIS Cooperating Agencies MOU.pdf
167K


https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=929e8bb8a7&view=att&th=15e62ac3c1bde3ab&attid=0.1&disp=attd&realattid=f_j7c711o50&safe=1&zw

Garza, Bernardo <bernardo_garza@fws.gov>

Re: Public Meetings

Garza, Bernardo <bernardo_garza@fws.gov> Thu, Aug 24, 2017 at 12:07 PM
To: Brian Upton <brian.upton@cskt.org>, David Redhorse <david.redhorse@bia.gov>, Gale Decker <gdecker@lakemt.gov>,
Jennifer Ekberg <jekberg@co.sanders.mt.us>

| just noticed that the PDF version of the meetings flyer didn't turn out well, so I'm attaching here the PowerPoint version.
Thank you

On Thu, Aug 24, 2017 at 12:03 PM, Garza, Bernardo <bernardo_garza@fws.gov> wrote:

Ladies and Gentlemen,

During the public scoping meetings for the CCPs of all the units of the National Bison Range Complex that we held in
Kalispell and Polson the questions and discussion about the National Bison Range dominated the conversations,
“eclipsing” (sort of speak) most discussions about the other units of the Complex.

Because of the stature of the National Bison Range in relation to the other units of the Complex, we believe that the
same thing might happen during next week’s public scoping meeting in Missoula.

It is very important that we find a way to also obtain comments and address issues and questions from the public
regarding the other units of the Complex (i.e., Lost Trail NWR, Ninepipe NWR, Pablo NWR, and the two Northwest
Montana Wetland Management Districts in Lake and Sanders Counties).

Thus we are quickly organizing a less formal public meeting at the public library in Polson on Wednesday morning
(August 30). The refuge staff has prepared a flyer (attached) to announce both public meetings locally, to try to reach
out to as many local residents and neighbors of all the units of the Complex.

It is our hope that the meeting in Polson will allow us to obtain more comments and find out the issues that the public
wants our agency to address on the CCP for the rest of the units of the Complex.

While we feel our meeting on Tuesday will be the best venue for you to provide us with your comments and bring up
the issues you want us to address in the CCPs, you are more than welcome to join us in the Polson and Missoula
meetings.

Thank you. Those of us in the Fish and Wildlife Service look forward to meeting with you on Tuesday, August 29 at the
Ninepipes Lodge in Charlo.

Take care

Bernardo Garza
Planning Team Leader
Branch of Policy and Planning


https://mail.google.com/mail/?view=cm&fs=1&tf=1&to=bernardo_garza@fws.gov

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, Mountain-Prairie Region
Office (303) 236-4377
Fax (303) 236-4792

Bernardo Garza

Planning Team Leader

Branch of Policy and Planning

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, Mountain-Prairie Region
Office (303) 236-4377

Fax (303) 236-4792

@ NBR CCPs Meetings flyer.pptx
968K


https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=929e8bb8a7&view=att&th=15e156db3243d498&attid=0.1&disp=attd&realattid=f_j6qrgo1o1&safe=1&zw

Garza, Bernardo <bernardo_garza@fws.gov>
CONMECT

3rd Public Scoping Meeting Press Release

Garza, Bernardo <bernardo_garza@fws.gov> Mon, Aug 21, 2017 at 1:35 PM
To: Brian Upton <brian.upton@cskt.org>, Kelly Hogan <kelly_hogan@fws.gov>
Bcc: Jeff King <jeff_king@fws.gov>, Kevin Shinn <kevin_shinn@fws.gov>

It was finally approved an hour ago.

Bernardo Garza

Planning Team Leader

Branch of Policy and Planning

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, Mountain-Prairie Region
Office (303) 236-4377

Fax (303) 236-4792

@ National Bison Range_Bulletin_3rd meeting (2).docx
164K


https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=929e8bb8a7&view=att&th=15e064aa7dd3dc7e&attid=0.1&disp=attd&realattid=f_j6mk9gbk0&safe=1&zw

H;I‘ Garza, Bernardo <bernardo_garza@fws.gov>
CONNECT

Re: National Bison Range CCP Cooperative Agencies Meeting Information

Garza, Bernardo <bernardo_garza@fws.gov> Mon, Aug 14, 2017 at 3:56 PM
To: Brian Upton <Brian.Upton@cskt.org>

You are welcome
On Mon, Aug 14, 2017 at 3:55 PM, Brian Upton <Brian.Upton@cskt.org> wrote:

Thank you Bernardo.

From: Garza, Bernardo [mailto:bernardo_garza@fws.gov]

Sent: Monday, August 14, 2017 3:44 PM

To: Gale Decker; Jennifer Ekberg; David Redhorse; Brian Upton

Subject: National Bison Range CCP Cooperative Agencies Meeting Information

Dear Cooperative Agencies Representatives,

Once again | want to thank all of you for your interest in being a Cooperative Agency in the development of a
comprehensive conservation plan and environmental impact statement for the National Bison Range. | look forward to
working with each one of you in this important planning document which will guide the management of this jewel of the
National Wildlife Refuge System.

Based on the input | received from all of you, it has been decided that the Cooperating Agencies Meeting will take place
on Tuesday, August 29, 2017. The meeting will be held at the meeting room in the Ninepipes Lodge in Charlo, Montana
(http://www.ninepipeslodge.com/, 406-644-2588, 69286 Highway 93, Charlo, MT 59824).

According the schedule | shared with all of you (and is attached to this message), we want to begin the meeting at 9:00
am to allow sufficient time to travel to this site on the day of the meeting. If, after adjourning the meeting, you would like
to tour of one of the units of the National Bison Range Complex near the meeting site, please let me know so | can
make the necessary arrangements.

Ninepipes Lodge serves excellent food and a variety of drinks if you would like to eat lunch at the Allentown Restaurant
or the Allentown Bar collocated with the meeting site. Otherwise Ronan, Polson, and Saint Ignatius also offer eating
opportunities within driving distance.

Also, let me take this opportunity to announce to you that we will be holding a third public scoping meeting for the
comprehensive conservation plans of the units of the National Bison Range Complex. The scoping meeting will take
place from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm on Wednesday, August 30. There will be a brief presentation starting at 7:00 pm.,
followed by a time to answer questions from meeting participants. The meeting venue will be the Large Meeting Room of
the main branch of the Missoula Public Library, located at 301 East Main, Missoula, MT 59802, (406) 721-2665.

Our External Affairs office will send out a Public Release momentarily to inform local media outlets of the public scoping
meeting, but we hope you can help us spread the news of this meeting among the members of your communities.


mailto:Brian.Upton@cskt.org
mailto:bernardo_garza@fws.gov
http://www.ninepipeslodge.com/

Please let me know if you have any questions or comments about either of these meetings.

Take care,

Bernardo Garza

Planning Team Leader

Branch of Policy and Planning

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, Mountain-Prairie Region
Office (303) 236-4377

Fax (303) 236-4792

Bernardo Garza

Planning Team Leader

Branch of Policy and Planning

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, Mountain-Prairie Region
Office (303) 236-4377

Fax (303) 236-4792



H;I‘ Garza, Bernardo <bernardo_garza@fws.gov>
CONNECT

National Bison Range CCP Cooperative Agencies Meeting Information

Garza, Bernardo <bernardo_garza@fws.gov> Mon, Aug 14, 2017 at 3:44 PM
To: Gale Decker <gdecker@lakemt.gov>, Jennifer Ekberg <jekberg@co.sanders.mt.us>, David Redhorse
<david.redhorse@bia.gov>, Brian Upton <brian.upton@cskt.org>

Bcc: Diane Emmons <diane_emmons@fws.gov>, Mary <mary_danno@fws.gov>, "McCollister, Matthew"
<matthew_mccollister@fws.gov>, Kelly Hogan <kelly_hogan@fws.gov>, Jeff King <jeff_king@fws.gov>, Kevin Shinn
<kevin_shinn@fws.gov>, Bernie Petersen <bernie_petersen@fws.gov>, Laura King <Laura_King@fws.gov>, Helen
<helen_edwards@fws.gov>

Dear Cooperative Agencies Representatives,

Once again | want to thank all of you for your interest in being a Cooperative Agency in the development of a
comprehensive conservation plan and environmental impact statement for the National Bison Range. | look forward to
working with each one of you in this important planning document which will guide the management of this jewel of the
National Wildlife Refuge System.

Based on the input | received from all of you, it has been decided that the Cooperating Agencies Meeting will take place
on Tuesday, August 29, 2017. The meeting will be held at the meeting room in the Ninepipes Lodge in Charlo, Montana
(http://'www.ninepipeslodge.com/, 406-644-2588, 69286 Highway 93, Charlo, MT 59824).

According the schedule | shared with all of you (and is attached to this message), we want to begin the meeting at 9:00
am to allow sufficient time to travel to this site on the day of the meeting. If, after adjourning the meeting, you would like to
tour of one of the units of the National Bison Range Complex near the meeting site, please let me know so | can make the
necessary arrangements.

Ninepipes Lodge serves excellent food and a variety of drinks if you would like to eat lunch at the Allentown Restaurant or
the Allentown Bar collocated with the meeting site. Otherwise Ronan, Polson, and Saint Ignatius also offer eating
opportunities within driving distance.

Also, let me take this opportunity to announce to you that we will be holding a third public scoping meeting for the
comprehensive conservation plans of the units of the National Bison Range Complex. The scoping meeting will take
place from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm on Wednesday, August 30. There will be a brief presentation starting at 7:00 pm., followed
by a time to answer questions from meeting participants. The meeting venue will be the Large Meeting Room of the main
branch of the Missoula Public Library, located at 301 East Main, Missoula, MT 59802, (406) 721-2665.

Our External Affairs office will send out a Public Release momentarily to inform local media outlets of the public scoping
meeting, but we hope you can help us spread the news of this meeting among the members of your communities.

Please let me know if you have any questions or comments about either of these meetings.

Take care,

Bernardo Garza


http://www.ninepipeslodge.com/

Planning Team Leader

Branch of Policy and Planning

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, Mountain-Prairie Region
Office (303) 236-4377

Fax (303) 236-4792

@ NBR_CCP_EIS_Coop_Agencies_Mtg_Aug_2017.doc
55K
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Garza, Bernardo <bernardo_garza@fws.gov>

Re: Cooperative Agencies Meeting - National Bison Range planning process

Garza, Bernardo <bernardo_garza@fws.gov> Mon, Aug 14, 2017 at 10:35 AM
To: Brian Upton <Brian.Upton@cskt.org>

Thank you Brian
On Mon, Aug 14, 2017 at 10:22 AM, Brian Upton <Brian.Upton@cskt.org> wrote:

Thanks for sending on the materials Bernardo. | was out last week, but will review them and let you know if we
have any questions or comments.

From: Garza, Bernardo [mailto:bernardo_garza@fws.gov]

Sent: Monday, August 07, 2017 2:43 PM

To: Brian Upton

Subject: Cooperative Agencies Meeting - National Bison Range planning process

Dear Mr. Upton,

Attached please find the electronic files of a letter of invitation (also being sent via postal service), the proposed
agenda, and the draft memorandum of understanding included with this email message.

These documents are being provided to you, as representative of an agency that has expressed interest in participating
in the process to develop a comprehensive conservation plan (CCP) and an environmental impact statement (EIS) for
the National Bison Range (NBR) in Moiese, Montana. We hope you will review the proposed Cooperative Agencies
Meeting agenda and the draft Memorandum of Understanding and provide us with any comments you might have prior
to the said meeting.

As soon as we have found the best date and place for the meeting, based on the input from all the cooperative
agencies, we will communicate that information to you.

We look forward to working with you and any other representatives of your agency in the development of the CCP and
EIS for NBR.

Thank you.

Bernardo Garza

Planning Team Leader


mailto:Brian.Upton@cskt.org
mailto:bernardo_garza@fws.gov

Branch of Policy and Planning
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, Mountain-Prairie Region
Office (303) 236-4377

Fax (303) 236-4792

Bernardo Garza

Planning Team Leader

Branch of Policy and Planning

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, Mountain-Prairie Region
Office (303) 236-4377

Fax (303) 236-4792



Garza, Bernardo <bernardo_garza@fws.gov>

Cooperative Agencies Meeting - National Bison Range planning process

Garza, Bernardo <bernardo_garza@fws.gov> Mon, Aug 7, 2017 at 2:42 PM
To: Brian Upton <brian.upton@cskt.org>

Dear Mr. Upton,

Attached please find the electronic files of a letter of invitation (also being sent via postal service), the proposed agenda,
and the draft memorandum of understanding included with this email message.

These documents are being provided to you, as representative of an agency that has expressed interest in participating in
the process to develop a comprehensive conservation plan (CCP) and an environmental impact statement (EIS) for the
National Bison Range (NBR) in Moiese, Montana. We hope you will review the proposed Cooperative Agencies Meeting
agenda and the draft Memorandum of Understanding and provide us with any comments you might have prior to the said
meeting.

As soon as we have found the best date and place for the meeting, based on the input from all the cooperative agencies,
we will communicate that information to you.

We look forward to working with you and any other representatives of your agency in the development of the CCP and
EIS for NBR.

Thank you.

Bernardo Garza

Planning Team Leader

Branch of Policy and Planning

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, Mountain-Prairie Region
Office (303) 236-4377

Fax (303) 236-4792

3 attachments

ﬂ Draft Coop Agencies MOU for NBR CCP and EIS.pdf
165K

ﬂ CSKT Invite Coop Ag Mtg.pdf
64K

ﬂ NBR_CCP_EIS_Coop_Agencies_Mtg_Aug_2017.pdf
123K
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S Wb Garza, Bernardo <bernardo_garza@fws.gov>

Re: BIA rep?

Hogan, Kelly <kelly _hogan@fws.gov> Wed, Aug 23, 2017 at 2:41 PM
To: Brian Upton <Brian.Upton@cskt.org>
Cc: "Bernardo Garza (bernardo_garza@fws.gov)" <bernardo_garza@fws.gov>

David Redhorse
On Wed, Aug 23, 2017 at 2:38 PM, Brian Upton <Brian.Upton@cskt.org> wrote:

Hi Kelly,

Did you ever find out who the BIA may be sending to the cooperating agencies meeting next week?


https://mail.google.com/mail/?view=cm&fs=1&tf=1&to=Brian.Upton@cskt.org

Garza, Bernardo <bernardo_garza@fws.gov>
CONMECT

3rd Public Scoping Meeting Press Release

Garza, Bernardo <bernardo_garza@fws.gov> Mon, Aug 21, 2017 at 1:35 PM
To: Brian Upton <brian.upton@cskt.org>, Kelly Hogan <kelly_hogan@fws.gov>
Bcc: Jeff King <jeff_king@fws.gov>, Kevin Shinn <kevin_shinn@fws.gov>

It was finally approved an hour ago.

Bernardo Garza

Planning Team Leader

Branch of Policy and Planning

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, Mountain-Prairie Region
Office (303) 236-4377

Fax (303) 236-4792

@ National Bison Range_Bulletin_3rd meeting (2).docx
164K
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e Garza, Bernardo <bernardo_garza@fws.gov>

Re: scoping meeting public release

Hogan, Kelly <kelly _hogan@fws.gov> Thu, Aug 17, 2017 at 2:33 PM
To: Brian Upton <Brian.Upton@cskt.org>
Cc: Bernardo Garza <bernardo_garza@fws.gov>

Good Question.

Bernardo can you give us a status update please on the news release.

Thanks,
Kelly

On Thu, Aug 17, 2017 at 2:31 PM, Brian Upton <Brian.Upton@cskt.org> wrote:

Hi Kelly,

Did the public release go out yesterday with respect to the scoping meeting?


mailto:Brian.Upton@cskt.org

Garza, Bernardo <bernardo_garza@fws.gov>

Call with Brian

will_meeks@fws.gov <will_meeks@fws.gov> Fri, Aug 4, 2017 at 11:03 AM
To: brian.upton@cskt.org, Kelly Hogan <kelly_hogan@fws.gov>, bernardo_garza@fws.gov

D invite.ics
4K
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Garza, Bernardo <bernardo_garza@fws.gov>

Re: FW: scoping comment

Hogan, Kelly <kelly _hogan@fws.gov> Thu, Aug 3, 2017 at 1:39 PM
To: Brian Upton <Brian.Upton@cskt.org>
Cc: Bernardo Garza <bernardo_garza@fws.gov>, "McCollister, Matthew" <matthew_mccollister@fws.gov>

Thanks Brian
That will work for us. We drafted the letter about the meeting and MOU yesterday. Will go out tomorrow.
Can you send us your phone number?

Thanks,
Kelly

On Thu, Aug 3, 2017 at 1:35 PM, Brian Upton <Brian.Upton@cskt.org> wrote:

Toni and Kelly,

I meant to follow up with respect to the email below. The Tribes are interesting in being a Cooperating Agency, but
| do not believe we have formally provided that response to FWS yet. Please let me know whether this email will
suffice, or if you need something more formal.

If you have any tentative dates set for the Missoula scoping and cooperating agency meetings, please advise — I'd
like to save those on my calendar even if the dates aren’t finalized.

Thank you,

Brian

From: Griffin, Toni [mailto:toni_griffin@fws.gov]
Sent: Thursday, July 20, 2017 10:05 AM

To: Brian Upton

Cc: Kelly Hogan

Subject: Re: FW: scoping comment

Hi Brian,

Thanks for the email and taking time to check in on the status of the NBRC CCP. The Cooperating Agency invitation
letters were sent a few weeks ago. I hope you received the invitation for CSKT to be a Cooperating Agency?

I am currently on a temporary assignment to the National Park Service for 120 days. Kelly Hogan
(Kelly_hogan@fws.gov, ph: 303/236-4355) is taking up the reins for the NBRC CCP while I'm on the temporary
assignment. I believe the team is planning the initial Cooperating Agency meeting in August, but don't know if a date


mailto:Brian.Upton@cskt.org
mailto:toni_griffin@fws.gov
mailto:Kelly_hogan@fws.gov

has been set yet. I think they are also planning a public meeting in Missoula, which ideally would be the same week of
the Cooperating Agency meeting to be efficient with travel time and costs.

I've cc'd Kelly on this email so he can confirm the status of the CCP process and share any other details with you that
he is aware of.

Take Care,

Toni

Toni Griffin

Currently On Detail

National Park Service

Division of Planning

Denver Service Center
12795 West Alameda Parkway
Denver, CO 80228

Office Phone: 303/969-2165

On Wed, Jul 19, 2017 at 11:12 AM, Brian Upton <Brian.Upton@cskt.org> wrote:
Hi Toni,
I know you were out of the office when | sent the email below (I got an automated out-of-office reply). Hopefully you

were able to get some R&R this summer. Could you let me know the status of: the comment period (whether it will be
re-opened or extended); a Missoula scoping meeting; and a meeting of cooperating agencies?

Thanks,
BU

From: Brian Upton

Sent: Wednesday, June 21, 2017 2:39 PM
To: toni_griffin@fws.gov

Subject: scoping comment

Hi Toni,


mailto:Brian.Upton@cskt.org
mailto:toni_griffin@fws.gov

It was good to see you up here in Montana. | haven’t heard anything further as to whether FWS is seeking to extend or
re-open the comment period for the revised notice of intent. Is that still in the works? Given your statements at the

Polson and Kalispell scoping meetings about FWS accepting scoping comments beyond the June 19t deadline for
both CCP’s (NBR and the remainder of the NBRC complex), CSKT expects to submit its comments in the coming
weeks.

Please also advise if there are any updates as to a Missoula scoping meeting or the August meeting of cooperating
agencies.

Thanks,
BU



Garza, Bernardo <bernardo_garza@fws.gov>

Re: scoping comment

Griffin, Toni <toni_griffin@fws.gov> Fri, Jun 23, 2017 at 10:45 AM
To: Brian Upton <Brian.Upton@cskt.org>
Cc: Bernardo Garza <Bernardo_Garza@fws.gov>, Kelly Hogan <kelly_hogan@fws.gov>

Hi Brian,

Thank you, it was good to see you too. I've been out of the office for a few days of family vacation and catching up
on email now.

We are planning to seek additional time for the CCP comment period by extending or re-opening the comment
period. We also are planning to hold a scoping meeting in Missoula. Cooperating Agency letters have been signed and
should be mailed out very soon (if not already in the mail).

We'll keep you posted on any extension to the CCP comment period and additional scoping meeting dates as information
becomes available.

V/R,
Toni

Toni Griffin

Refuge Planning
Mountain-Prairie Region
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
134 Union Blvd

Lakewood, CO 80228

Office Phone: 303/236-4378
Telework: Tuesday, Friday

On Wed, Jun 21, 2017 at 2:38 PM, Brian Upton <Brian.Upton@cskt.org> wrote:

Hi Toni,

It was good to see you up here in Montana. | haven’t heard anything further as to whether FWS is seeking to extend or
re-open the comment period for the revised notice of intent. Is that still in the works? Given your statements at the

Polson and Kalispell scoping meetings about FWS accepting scoping comments beyond the June 19t deadline for
both CCP’s (NBR and the remainder of the NBRC complex), CSKT expects to submit its comments in the coming
weeks.

Please also advise if there are any updates as to a Missoula scoping meeting or the August meeting of cooperating
agencies.

Thanks,
BU


https://mail.google.com/mail/?view=cm&fs=1&tf=1&to=Brian.Upton@cskt.org




H;I‘ Garza, Bernardo <bernardo_garza@fws.gov>
CONNECT

National Bison Range Complex - Comprehensive Conservation Plan

Griffin, Toni <toni_griffin@fws.gov> Fri, Jun 2, 2017 at 3:37 PM
To: Brian Upton <Brian.Upton@cskt.org>, gkrueger@flathead.mt.gov, pholmquist@flathead.mt.gov,
pmitchell@flathead.mt.gov, lakecommissioners@lakemt.gov, commissioners@co.sanders.mt.us, ileigh@fs.fed.us,
ijtockman02@fs.fed.us, Stanley Speaks <stanley.speaks@bia.gov>, Darryl LaCounte <darryl.lacounte@bia.gov>, Lorri Gray
<Igray@usbr.gov>, fwpgen@mt.gov, chip.weber@fs.fed.us, chris.savage@fs.fed.us, timothy.garcia@fs.fed.us, Elaine Leslie
<elaine_leslie@nps.gov>, cbrooker@co.sanders.mt.us, Vernon.Finley@cskt.org, mwilliams@mt.gov

Cc: Jeff King <jeff_king@fws.gov>, Kevin Shinn <kevin_shinn@fws.gov>, Kelly Hogan <kelly_hogan@fws.gov>, Bernie
Petersen <Bernie_Petersen@fws.gov>, Maureen Gallagher <maureen_gallagher@fws.gov>, Will Meeks
<will_meeks@fws.gov>, Bernardo Garza <Bernardo_Garza@fws.gov>

Dear Conservation Partners:

As many of you are aware, we have re-initiated the Comprehensive Conservation Plan (CCP) process for the National Bison Range
Complex (NBRC). As part of this process we will host scoping meetings in several communities throughout Montana to inform the
public about the planning process and invite the public to provide us their comments. The first of these meetings will take place from
5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. at the Red Lion Ridgewater Inn in Polson on Tuesday, June 6, 2017, and at the Public Library Community
Meeting Room in Kalispell on Wednesday, June 7, 2017. Additional meetings will be announced in the near future. We intend to
continue our public scoping efforts throughout the development of the draft CCP/NEPA documents.

As valued partners, we are seeking your assistance as Cooperating Agencies to help guide completion of the CCP/NEPA documents.
Official letters inviting you to participate in the CCP/NEPA process should reach your office in the near future. If you agree to
participate as Cooperating Agencies, we anticipate holding our first Cooperating Agency meeting in August and will work with all
interested agencies to establish a date, time, and place that works best for everyone’s schedule. We estimate the CCP/NEPA process
will last for approximately 3 years. This robust planning process will provide ample opportunities to provide meaningful input into
the future management of the NBRC.

If you have any questions please feel free to contact me at toni_griffin@fws.gov or by phone at (303) 236-4378. We look forward to
working with all of you as we shape the future of the National Bison Range Complex.

Toni Griffin

Refuge Planning
Mountain-Prairie Region
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
134 Union Blvd

Lakewood, CO 80228

Office Phone: 303/236-4378
Telework: Tuesday, Friday


mailto:toni_griffin@fws.gov

S Wb Garza, Bernardo <bernardo_garza@fws.gov>

BISOH
CONNECT

Fwd: Bison Range article

Hogan, Kelly <kelly _hogan@fws.gov> Mon, Oct 30, 2017 at 12:32 PM
To: Bernardo Garza <bernardo_garza@fws.gov>

For the FOIA request.

---------- Forwarded message ----------

From: Brian Upton <Brian.Upton@cskt.org>

Date: Wed, Aug 30, 2017 at 12:17 PM

Subject: Bison Range article

To: "Kelly Hogan (kelly_hogan@fws.gov)" <kelly_hogan@fws.gov>

Hi Kelly,
Attached is the law review article we had discussed.

BU

E NBRC Partnership Law Review Article.pdf
708K
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FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Mountain-Prairie Region

IN REPLY REFER TO: MAILING ADDRESS: STREET LOCATION:
FWS/R6/NWRS/Planning P.O. Box 25486, DFC 134 Union Boulevard
NBR Complex CCP 5.0 Denver, Colorado 80225-0486 Lakewood, Colorado 80228-1807
Mailstop 60130

JON 21 200

Vernon Finley, Chairman
Confederated Salish & Kootenai Tribes
P.O. Box 278

Pablo, Montana 59855

Dear Chairman Finley:

I would like to invite your agency’s participation in the development of Comprehensive
Conservation Plans (CCP) for the units of the National Bison Range Complex (NBRC) in
Flathead, Lake, and Sanders Counties, Montana. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) is
beginning this planning effort and requests that personnel from your agency participate in the
planning process, as you deem appropriate. If you prefer not to participate in the planning
process, but would like to be kept informed, we will include you on the mailing list.

The Service has been preparing CCPs for all units of the National Wildlife Refuge System since
passage of the National Wildlife Refuge System Improvement Act of 1997. The NBRC is part
of the Refuge System and includes the National Bison Range, Lost Trail National Wildlife
Refuge (NWR), Ninepipe NWR, Pablo NWR, Northwest Montana Wetland Management
District (WMD) - Flathead County, and Northwest Montana WMD - Lake County. As part of
the planning process for the National Bison Range, which lies entirely within the boundary of the
Flathead Indian Reservation of the Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes (CSKT), the
Department of the Interior is committed to evaluating a range of options that include
opportunities for the CSKT to participate in the future management of the Range. Additional
information is available on our Refuge Planning website at https://www.fws.gov/mountain-
prairie/refuges/nbre.php.

It is anticipated that the planning process will require three years to complete. There will be
approximately three to five planning meetings per year, with some meetings lasting more than
one day. Each member of the planning team is asked to attend these meetings.

The Service will host a cooperating agency CCP meeting for the NBRC in August 2017. Ifa
member of your agency would like to attend this inaugural meeting we will be glad to provide
you the meeting agenda and other logistical information.

To begin the scoping process, we hosted listening sessions to inform the public about the
planning process and invite the public to provide their initial thoughts. The first two meetings
were held in Polson and Kalispell, Montana on June 6 and 7, 2017. Additional meetings will be



announced in the near future. The information gathered at these initial listening sessions will
provide valuable information as we come together as a team of cooperating agencies.

Please let us know the type of involvement that you would like the Confederated Salish &
Kootenai Tribes to have in developing the CCP for the NBRC. If you have any questions please

contact Toni Griffin, Planning Team Leader, at (303) 236-4378 or via email at
toni_griffin@fws.gov.

Sincerely,

Aber v ot

Regional Director



11/15/2017 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Interagency Regional Wilderness Stewardship Training in Ennis, MT May 21-24

f '* Hogan, Kelly <kelly_hogan@fws.gov>

BISON
CONNECT

Interagency Regional Wilderness Stewardship Training in Ennis, MT May 21-24

2 messages

Hogan, Kelly <kelly _hogan@fws.gov> Thu, Nov 9, 2017 at 9:50 AM

To: Brian Upton <Brian.Upton@cskt.org>

Brian

As part of my "other" duties, | also handle wilderness issues in Region 6 and part of that responsibility is Wilderness
training. In May we will hold a Regional Interagency (mostly NPS, BLM, USFS and a few FWS folks) training in Ennis
and was wondering if you had a contact at CSKT that might be interested in participating? | will have more details after
the holidays but getting a tribal perspective would add greatly to the program.

Let me know if you have a contact or can steer me in the right direction.

Thanks and have a great weekend.
Kelly

Brian Upton <Brian.Upton@cskt.org> Thu, Nov 9, 2017 at 10:30 AM

To: "Hogan, Kelly" <kelly_hogan@fws.gov>

Thanks for your email Kelly, | appreciate it. I'll talk with our NRD folks to see who may be the best contact(s) for you.
Dale Becker would be a good contact for you, but I'll confirm that with him/NRD and also see if there are others who
may be good contacts here for you. Today’s a Tribal holiday for most folks (who work a 4/10’s work week), but |
should be able to get back with you early next week.

From: Hogan, Kelly [mailto:kelly_hogan@fws.gov]

Sent: Thursday, November 09, 2017 9:51 AM

To: Brian Upton

Subject: Interagency Regional Wilderness Stewardship Training in Ennis, MT May 21-24

[Quoted text hidden]
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United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Mountain-Prairie Region

IN REPLY REFER TO MAILING ADDRESS: STREET LOCATION:
FWS/R6/NWRS/Planning P.O. Box 25486, DFC 134 Union Boulevard
NBR Complex CCP 5.0 Denver, Colorado 80225-0486 Lakewood, Colorado 80228-1807

Mailstop 60130

Brian Upton

Confederated Salish & Kootenai Tribes J )
P.O. Box 278 AG 42017
Pablo, Montana 59855

Dear Mr. Upton,

I want to express my gratitude for agreeing to participate as a cooperating agency in the
development of the Comprehensive Conservation Plan for the National Bison Range (NBR),
located in Lake, and Sanders Counties, Montana. Your involvement will help us develop the best
possible plan for future management of the NBR.

Per our recent communications with you, we need to move swiftly to schedule our first
cooperating agency meeting. We are proposing a single day meeting during the last week in
August, either on Tuesday (8/29), Wednesday (8/30) or Thursday (8/31). We are proposing
meeting sites near NBR, such as the Ninepipes Lodge in Charlo, MT or (HOTEL) in Missoula
MT. Please let Bernardo Garza know by Monday, August 14, your preference of date and
location and we will do our best to accommodate your agency’s needs. You may contact
Bernardo via email at bernardo _garza@fws.gov or by telephone at (303) 236-4377.

Please find attached to this letter the meeting’s agenda and a draft memorandum of
understanding that we have prepared for your review prior to the meeting. Thank you and I look
forward to seeing all of you at the cooperating agencies meeting in Montana late<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>