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Natural Resource Damage Assessment Process: CERCLA 

Restoration 

Restoration Planning 

Injury Assessment 

Determine if you have a case 

 Trustee notification of spill/

release 

 Ephemeral Data Collection 

 Coordination with response 
agency and co-trustees 

 Emergency Restoration 

 Do you have a case? 
 

Plan your case and evaluate       

restoration options 

 Assessment Plan 

 Summarize Preassessment 
Screen  

 Identify Sampling Methods 

 Reasonable Cost 

 Coordinate with Remedial  
Investigation/Feasibility Study 

 Restoration and                  
Compensation Determination 
Plan (RCDP) 

Evaluate injury and calculate  

damages 

 Injury Determination 

 

 

 

 

 Injury Quantification 

 Damage Determination 

 

 

 

Conduct restoration 

 Report of Assessment 

 Restoration Plan* and       
Environmental Assessment 

 Demand for total damages 

 Settlement/Litigation 

 Restoration Implementation 

 Cost of assessment 
 Cost to restore resources/

services to baseline 

 How severe/extensive 

 Duration of Injury 

 Is there an exposure 
pathway 

 What resource exposed 

 Did injury occur (43CFR 
11.62) 

 Did exposure cause   
injury 

Documents: 

 Final Study Report 

 Location, Resources,  etc. 

 Has discharge occurred? 

 Is a trust resource likely    
injured? 

 Is the quantity/
concentration sufficient to 
cause injury? 

 Is sufficient data available 
at a reasonable cost? 

 Are response actions         
insufficient to remedy    
natural resource injury? 

Documents: 

 PAS– Preassessment Screen 

 MOU– Memorandum of       
Understanding 

 NOI– Notice of Intent 

Documents: 

 RCDP 

 Assessment Plan 

Documents: 

 Restoration Plan 

 Environmental Assessment 

 Develop and scale     
restoration alternatives 

 Evaluate restoration 
alternatives 

 Consider no action/
natural recovery option 

 Monitoring 

 Compliance with other 
laws 

Southeast Idaho Phosphate Mine Site — Natural Resource Trustee Council 

*Public Comment Opportunity 

*Public Comment Opportunity 

*Public Comment Opportunity 
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