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Renewal of the OX Ranch Safe Harbor Agreement for the Northern Idaho Ground 
Squirrel–Adams County, Idaho 
 
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service), Hixon Properties Incorporated (HPI), 
Rocky Comfort Cattle Company, LLC, and the Idaho Department of Fish and Game 
(IDFG) are hereby renewing the OX Ranch Safe Harbor Agreement (Agreement) for the 
federally threatened northern Idaho ground squirrel (Urocitellus brunneus) for an 
additional 5 years.  The purpose of the Agreement is to help meet recovery goals for the 
species on 7,783 acres of OX Ranch lands in Adams County, Idaho.  This Agreement 
follows the Service’s Safe Harbor Agreement policy (64 FR 32717) and regulations (64 
FR 32706), both of which implement Section 10(a)(1)(A) of the Endangered Species Act 
of 1973, as amended (Act). 
 
The original Agreement was for a term of 10 years and was signed on September 28, 
2009.  HPI requested a renewal of the Agreement on May 30, 2019, prior to the 
Agreement’s contemplated expiration on September 28, 2019.  The associated Section 
10(a)(1)(A) enhancement of survival permit (Permit) does not expire until September 28, 
2024.  The Agreement is hereby ratified and revived, and the expiration date of the 
Agreement is hereby renewed and extended to be September 28, 2024, the same date the 
Permit is set to expire.  The Agreement and Permit are consistent with the purposes and 
policies of the Act and are expected to further the conservation of the covered species in a 
manner consistent with the recommendations and strategies contained in the recovery 
plan for the species. 
 
There are no substantive changes to the renewed Agreement originally signed in 2009.   
The OX Ranch has met obligations outlined in the 2009 Agreement.  For example, they 
have carried out habitat enhancement projects on their land and have participated in 
multiple habitat enhancement studies by providing access to their property for research 
purposes (i.e., Suronen and Newingham 2013, Goldberg 2018).  They have allowed the 
installation of no-shooting signs on their property, conducted outreach, allowed needed 
surveys and monitoring to be carried out on an annual basis by the IDFG  (i.e., Wagner 
and Evans Mack 2019), and have allowed limited predator control to be carried out on 
their property on an as-needed basis.  Renewing the Agreement for an additional 5 years 
will provide continued conservation benefits on OX Ranch lands for the northern Idaho 
ground squirrel.  For purposes of clarity, the parties acknowledge and agree that the 
Agreement is voluntary and that HPI may terminate it prior to the expiration of the 
extended term.  Further, as an alternative to terminating the Agreement, the cattle 
operations contemplated by the Agreement may be discontinued without modification of 
the Agreement. 
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Signatures  
 
Owner  
 
Hixon Properties Incorporated 
 
 
By:__________________________________________________ __________________  
      President                     Date  
 
 
 
Lessee  
 
Rocky Comfort Cattle Company, LLC, an Idaho limited liability company,  
by its Manager, RCCC, Inc., an Idaho corporation,  
 
 
By:__________________________________________________ __________________  
                              Date  
 
 
 
 
Agencies  
 
Idaho Department of Fish and Game 
 
By:__________________________________________________ __________________  

Director                      Date  
 
 
 
 
Idaho Fish and Wildlife Office, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
 
By:__________________________________________________ __________________  

 Idaho State Supervisor                 Date 
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