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MS. TRAVERS: We are now on the
record.

Good afternoon. On behal f of the
United States Fish and WIldlife Service, |
wel come you to this public hearing regarding
the proposal to list the Mexican wolf as an
endangered subspecies in the southwest and to
delist the Gray WI f el sewhere.

My name is Lesley Travers. I wi l
be your hearing officer today. My company isS
Travers Consulting, and I am not affiliated with
the U.S. Fish and WIldlife Service, and | don't
represent them | represent no point of view
with respect to the proposal that is subject of
t his hearing.

My role is to conduct this hearing in
an orderly manner, such that we receive your
comments accurately into the record.

| would Iike to recognize the
follow ng representatives fromthe U. S. Fish and
Wldlife Service, who are also in attendance

t oday. Mr. Dan Ashe, Director of the U.S. Fish
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and WIldlife Service; M. Gary Frazer, Assistant
Director for Ecological Services; M. M ke
Jimenez, Northern Rocky Mountains Wol f

Management and Science Coordinator, and the many
Fish and WIldlife officials for the Ecol ogi cal
Services, External Affairs and Congressional and
Legislative Affairs Programs in the headquarters
office that are staffing the hearing today.

Al so assisting with this hearing is
Ryan Bl ack, our court reporter from Veritext;

Ni col e Shambourger and Dani ka Davi es, our
I nterpreters from Purple Languages Services.

At this point, I'Il turn the floor
over to Mr. Dan Ashe, Director of the U. S. Fish
and WIldlife Service, to make a brief opening
statement for this hearing.

MR. ASHE: Thank you. Good eveni ng.

Come on. Good eveni ng.

THE CROWD COLLECTI VELY: Good evening.

(Whereupon a voice in the crowd
howl ed. )

MR. ASHE: Thank you for that.
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You want to know someone who can
really how a wolf? This guy over here, M ke
Ji menez. |*ve had the pleasure to be in the
field with himon two occasions, and when he
howls to the wolf, it makes the hair stand up
on the back of your neck.

A VOI CE: Let's hear it.

MR. JI MENEZ: Af t er war ds.

MR. ASHE: Af terwards he says.

So thank you all for com ng here
this evening to this first hearing on the U.S.
Fish and WIldlife Service's proposal to |list the
Mexi can wolf an as endangered subspecies in the
sout hwest and to delist the Gray Wl f el sewhere.

| doubt anyone in here would disagree
t hat no ani mal engenders a more pol arizing
emoti on among Americans than the wol f. But
regardl ess of our position, we can all recognize
that the recovery of this iconic species stands
as one of the greatest conservation success
stories in history.

By the time the wolf was |isted under
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t he Endangered Species Act, only a few hundred
wol ves remai ned in M nnesota and on |Isle Royale
in M chigan. And today those wol ves range
across thousands of square mles in eight of the
| ower 48 st ates. Their recovery stands as a
poster child for the success and the power and
the protections that ESA affords our most
| mperil ed species.

We achi eved robust wolf popul ations
in the Western Great Lakes and the Northern
Rocky Mountains, such that we were able to
deli st those wolf popul ations due to recovery in
2011 and 2012. Those popul ations continue to
exceed recovery thresholds by significant
mar gi ns.

Wbl ves have al so established packs in
Washi ngton and Oregon, and we expect them to
continue to establish themselves in these and
possi bly other areas in the future.

Of course, much has changed t hroughout
the 30-year plus history of wolf conservati on,

for most, which have been among people's
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attitudes. We have certainly seen a dramatic
bi ol ogi cal recovery, but we have also seen and
equally dramatic change in people's attitudes
t owar ds wol ves. And we need to recognize
success on both of those fronts.

| see good friends in the audience who
were here in the U . S. Fish and WIldlife Service
and the Department of the Interior as we were in
partner organizations back in 1995 when we first
reintroduced wol ves into Yellowstone National
Park and into the Idaho wilderness. And we saw
those wol ves released am dst a gross intol erance
for wolves. And we have seen that change in the
20 years since that time.

More work has yet to be done, but we
have seen dramatic transformation in social
attitudes and acceptance towards wol ves.

Alittle over a year ago, | stood with
Governor Matt Mead in Wyom ng and heard Governor
Matt Mead, in front of Wyom ng press, say that
Wyom ng would be a responsi ble steward of

wol ves. It would have been impossible to
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I mgi ne back in 1995 to stand with a Republican
Governor of Wyom ng and have heard those same
wor ds.

A VOI CE: Do you believe him,

M. Ashe?

MR. ASHE: | do believe him

From t he outset, we have faced stiff
opposition to wolf range reduction from al
gquarters, even some conservation organizations.
But we persevered, moving stedfastly forward on
what we knew was right track, and slowly
attitudes have begun to change.

Not everyone believes that returning
this apex predator to the great American wild
was the right move, but slowly the prevailing
wind shifted to the point that eventually
success changed from elusive to inevitable.

Throughout the ups and downs, one
thing remai ned constant, the dedication of the
U.S. Fish and Wldlife Service staff to the Gray
Wbl f's recovery.

| believe that the comm t ment of the
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women and men of the United States Fish and
WIildlife Service, some of whom |I|ike M ke
Jimenez here on the stage, have given their
entire professional |lives to conservation of
this remarkabl e ani mal . This has been

i nspirational to many, none more so than myself.

Their success against sometimes fierce
opposition is one in which we all share, and
It's a victory that none of us in the Fish and
Wldlife Service would ever put in jeopardy.

The time has now come for the Service
to focus its efforts on the recovery of the
Mexi can wol f. And |'m confident that, as
has been the case until now, history will
demonstrate that the path we're choosing is the
ri ght one.

Recovered Gray Wolf popul ations wil
continue to be managed by science-driven state
management plans that will sustain healthy
popul ati ons of wolves as components of their
resident wildlife community.

A VOI CE: They suck.
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MR. ASHE: Much has changed throughout
the 30 -- sorry. The service's role in wolf
management is limted to the authorities under
t he Endangered Species Act, which directs us to
ensure that the Gray Wolf is no |longer in danger
of extinction.

We have done that in the Western Great
Lakes and the Northern Rockies, and now it's
time for us to focus |Iimted resources on the
Mexi can wol f popul ation in the sout hwest.

The issue at hand is whether Gray
Wbl ves still require Federal protection under
t he Endangered Species Act. Wth the exception
of the Mexican wolf in the southwest, we believe
that they, quite clearly, do not.

The goal of the ESA is not to recreate
t he past, and we cannot do that. The goal is to
protect species from extinction. Once a species
I's no |longer in danger of extinction, now or in
the foreseeable future, our job under the
Endangered Species Act is done. We have far too

many species that desperately need help. We
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can't continue to afford to continue to invest
scarce dollars on species that have recovered.

But we understand that others believe
differently. That's why we've commtted to
robust public engagement for our proposals.
Wth that in m nd, we've extended the comment
period by 45 days until October 28th, giving
ample time for you and all interested
st akehol ders to provide us with information you
believe would help us make a final determ nation
on the Wbl f's status.

We've received in excess of 93,000
comments so far, representing many different
facets of this debate.

This hearing, the first of several
that are planned, is an integral part of that
comment process and gives you additional
opportunity to address your concerns and
opinions directly to us.

Today's hearing will be followed | ater
this week by hearings in Sacramento, California

and Al buquerque, New Mexico, if we're not
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I nterrupted by a government shutdown. Keep your
fingers crossed for that.

' m pl eased to be able to announce
that we've added a fourth hearing to be held
in Denver, Col orado, on October 17th.

In addition to the public comment
process, we'll ensure that our proposals are
subject to rigorous, independent peer review by
the scientific community.

The Service has now reinitiated the
scientific peer review process, which will now
be managed and hosted by the National Center for
Ecol ogi cal Analysis and Synthesis, a highly
respected interdisciplinary research center at
the University of California, Santa Barbara.

NCEAS will vet prospective reviewers
to verify that they're able to provide objective
review and have no conflict of interest,
cul mnating in the selection of five to six
scientists with appropriate professional
qualifications and relevant expertise.

No scientist, including any of those
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who wrote to the Secretary criticizing the
Service's wolf proposal, will be excluded from
consi deration by NCEAS. The vetting and

sel ection of peer reviewers will be a conpletely
I ndependent process in which the Service will
have no i nvol vement whatsoever.

NCEAS will conmpile a final report that
they will submt to the Service and which we'l
post on the Service's public website, along with
statement of work, for the peer review process.

The Gray WIf remains an embodi ment of
our treasured wild places and an i nmportant
feature of healthy ecosystems. We remain
confident that focusing the protection of the
Endangered Species Act on the endangered Mexi can
wol f from here onwards is the right course. But
we're commtted to reviewi ng and considering any
and all evidence to the contrary and to making a
final determ nation that incorporates the best
avail abl e science and corresponds to the
authority given to us under the Endangered

Speci es Act.
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| encourage everyone to take part in
the public comment process, as |'m sure you're
pl anning to do here tonight.

| want to say before | end that |
realize, as | said, the passion that |ies behind
this iconic symbol of American wilderness, and |
appreciate that all of you have come here
toni ght to share your perspectives and vi ews
with the United States Fish and Wldlife
Service. And we'll receive those comments in
the spirit with which they're offered. And |
ask you to offer themin the same spirit that
we're here tonight with you, in one of working
t oget her toward a common objective.

And | want to turn your attention
and, hopefully, your passion, also, to the
current crisis which we are facing at the
nati onal |evel. |'ve spent the better part of
the day trying to figure out how to shut down an
organi zation of 9,500 people, because the United
St ates Congress can't seemto come to agreenment

on a budget for the United States government.
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And 81 percent, or 59,000 empl oyees of the
Department of the Interior, including more than
7,000 enmpl oyees of the U. S. Fish and Wldlife
Service, are facing the prospect of furlough
tomorrow, if the government shuts down.

And just a matter of a couple of
mont hs ago, we had the House Appropriations
Comm ttee or the Appropriations Commttee in the
U.S. House of Representatives report a budget
t hat would cut the funding for the U. S. Fish and

Wldlife Service by 27 percent.

So we need your attention. We
certainly need your passion. We need your
support. We need your engagement on recovery of
wol ves in the United States. But we need your

time, we need your attention, we need your
passions, also, to ensure that conservation, as
a whole, receives the attention that it deserves
I n the context of this nation's budget
priorities.

So | would urge you, after you're done

here toni ght expressing your views to the U.S.
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Fish and Wldlife Service, that you commt
yourself to helping us in the context of this
| arger battle of which we're all a part and in
whi ch we all have a st ake.

So thank you again for being here this
eveni ng, taking your time to come here and share
your views. And thank you for everything you
do, and will do, to support conservation in the
days ahead.

Thank you.

MS. TRAVERS: Thank you, Dan.

Now I will turn the floor over to
M. M ke Jimenez, Northern Rocky Mountains Wbl f
Management and Science Coordinator, and M. Gary
Frazer, Assistant Director for Ecol ogical
Services.

They will give a Power Point
presentation that explains the subject matter
on this hearing, the proposal to |list the
Mexi can wolf as an endangered subspecies in
t he sout hwest, and to delist the Gray Wl f

el sewher e.
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MR. JI MENEZ: Thank you.

You'll hear some of these same themes
repeat ed over and over by all of us, because
they're very basic and they're very important.

The goal of Endangered Species Act
Is to prevent extinction, and we use the term
recovery, meaning securing species fromthe
t hreat of extinction now or in the foreseeable
future.

And with that, it's important to
remember that there's no one set formula of how
we recover a species. We have a | ot of options
to do that, but the goal is always to bring a
t hreatened or endangered species back to the
poi nt where it no | onger needs the protection of
t he ESA.

For exampl e, some species m ght need
an expansi on of range or of distribution in
order to become recovered, while other species
m ght just require addressing certain issues or
threats within their historic range or their

currently suitable habitat, or other species
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m ght need a combination of both.

So keep that in m nd. But what drives
all these processes is not -- what does drive
themis the biological needs of that individual
species in order to avoid extinction. It's not
a percentage of their historic range or a
certain size of their suitable habitat, but
it's that biological requirement of each
I ndi vi dual species.

I f you |l ook at the history of the

protection of wolves under the ESA, in the 1960s

and '70s we l|listed wolves and we |isted sever al
subspeci es of wol ves. In 1978 we reclassified
wol ves on a species level, rather than a
subspecies |level, and we |isted wolves Canis
Lupus throughout the |l ower 48 -- with the
exception of M nnesota, we |listed them

endangered, and in M nnesota we had an exception
and we |isted them as threatened.

If you |l ook at the range at the time
of the listing, you'll see just a small remant

popul ation in Northern M nnesota and a little
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bit in Isle Royale. Wbl ves were gone in the
rest of the | ower 48. So that became the
starting point for our recovery prograns.

And we approached recovery by
I mpl ementing wolf recovery progranms in three
regi ons throughout the country; the Western
Great Lakes, the Northern Rockies and the
Sout hwest .

And recovery in the Western Great
Lakes went very well. We reached recovery goals
by md to | ate-1990s, and in 2012 we delisted a
recovered popul ation of over 3,600 wolves in
M nnesota, W sconsin and M chi gan.

In the Northern Rockies, again,
recovery went very well. The program worked
very well. We reintroduced wolves in 1995 and
96 into Central Idaho and into Yell owstone, and
we reached recovery goals by 2002. And by 2012,
we delisted a recovered popul ation of over 1,600
wol ves, which is five times our recovered
wol ves, in Montana, |daho and Wyom ng, with

wol ves continuing to expand their range in
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Or egon and Washi ngton.

In the Southwest, it's a process
ongoi ng. We haven't reached recovery. And
where we've increased the number of wolves in
the wild, in 2012 we had 75, but that's far from

recovery, we have another 300 in captive

breedi ng prograns. But the Southwest is a
recovery work in progress, if you will.
So if you'll look at the range of

where the wolves are, currently you can see

t hat our recovery prograns have dramatically

i ncreased the presence of wolves in the range
of over 5,000 wolves in the three recovery

ar eas. The orange is the occupied habitat now,

and the yellow is a delisted distinct popul ation

segment .

So the results of the recovery area,
and, again, you'll hear these themes over and
over again, is that we've recovered popul ati ons

and we've delisted populations in the Western
Great Lakes and in the Northern Rocky Mountains,

and the work in the Sout hwest still remains and
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IS an ongoi ng project.

So if you | ook back and kind of
remember where we were and remember where we
started, we started with a very small remnant
popul ation in Northwest M nnesota and M chi gan,
and we've extended that to a recovered
popul ati on, again, of over 5,000 wolves in the
| ower 48.

And with that, I'll introduce or send
it over to Gary Frazer.

MR. FRAZER: So having successfully
recovered two popul ati ons of wolves, the
guestion before us is really what now? What
should the Endangered Species Act -- how should
it, the Act, apply to the Gray Wbl f conservation
now and into the future?

Well, the first question to answer
that is, what are valid listable entities
remai ni ng that needs the protection of the
Endangered Species Act?

A valid listable entity

under the Endangered Species Act is one that
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constitutes a valid species, a subspecies, or a

di stinct population segment, and that is either

i n danger of extinction now, throughout all or a
significant portion of its range -- that's an
endangered species -- or is likely to become

endangered in the foreseeable future throughout
all or a significant portion of its range, and
that's a threatened speci es.

So our proposed rule walks through the
approach that we took in | ooking at all possible
valid listable entities of Gray Wolves to

determ ne how they should be addressed under the

Endangered Species Act. The proposed rule
eval uates the current Gray Wolf |isted entity.
That was the area that is still in blue after

the two populations in the Western Great Lakes
and Northern Rockies are renmoved.

We | ooked at the Gray Wbl f, Canis
Lupus, range-wi de. We | ooked at the three
subspecies of Gray Wbl ves that have historical
ranges that included the | ower 48 states and

Mexi co. And we al so evaluated a potenti al
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di stinct popul ation segment of Gray Wl ves in
the Pacific Northwest.

So Step 1, |l ooking at the current Gray

Wol f |isting. Ils this a valid listable entity?
And we concluded that it is not. And it
i ncludes portions that were listed in error.

We concluded that Red Wbl ves actually occupi ed
t he Sout heastern United States, and should not
have considered Gray WIf historical habitat to
begin with.
And we al so accepted the Eastern
Wbl f as a valid species, so the northeast,
an area that we also believed was occupi ed,
historically, by a different species of wolves.
But, more significantly, this area
that is currently still on the |Iist and
contain the Gray WIf in that area that would
be considered endangered species doesn't
reasonably represent the range of the only
popul ation of wolves that exist within this
area, the Mexican wolf in the Sout hwest. And

so for this reason we propose to delist this
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current entity that's currently on the |ist.

We then | ooked at other alternatives.
We | ooked at Gray Wbl ves as a species, Canis
Lupus, range-wi de, and we found no evidence to
suggest that Gray Wl ves, Canis Lupus, are at
risk of extinction. So we concl uded that
| isting at the species levels is not warranted.

We al so | ooked at the three subspecies
of Gray Wblves that historically existed within
the | ower 48 and found that there's no basis
to conclude that Nubilus or Occidentalis are in
danger of extinction, but we did find that
Bail eyi, the Mexican wolf in the southwest, is
currently at risk of extinction throughout its
range.

Finally, we |ooked in the Pacific
Nor t hwest . We found that there are wolf packs
now in Western Washington. Wlves are expandi ng
I nto Western Oregon. There was one wolf that
wandered into Northern California, and we've
concluded these don't constitute a popul ati on at

this time. They may constitute a population in
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the future, if it's consistently reproduci ng and
that carries over recruiting into the
popul ati on.

But, more significantly, we found
that these wolves are not discrete. They' re not
separ at e. They are, in fact, on the advancing
edge of the recovering wolf population in the
Nort hern Rockies and Wl ves in Canada.
So we've concluded that this would not be a
valid distinct popul ation segment.

So this table summarizes our anal ysis,

and it's all laid out in our proposed rule. We
found that the current |listed entity is not a
valid |listable entity, that Canis Lupus,
range-wi de, listing is not warranted. The same

for Nubilus and Occidentalis. That Bail eyi, the
Mexi can wol f, is endangered and should be
| i sted, and that wolves in the Pacific Northwest
are not a valid DPS.

So on that basis, we came to our
proposal, which was to focus Endangered Species

Act protection for the Mexican wolf by listing
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the subspecies Baileyi as endangered wherever
found, and remove the current Gray WIf listing
fromthe list of endangered and threatened
wildlife, and also to inmprove the operation of
the experimental rule for Mexican wolves in the
Sout hwest .

So again, in conclusion, our goal
Is to adm ni ster the Endangered Species Act, to
prevent extinction and to secure a species from
the threat of extinction now and into the
foreseeabl e future.

We believe that the Gray Wl f has
recovered in the Western Great Lakes and the
Nort hern Rockies, and that we now need to focus
t he Endangered Species protections on the
Mexi can wolf in the Southwest.

So we've laid this out in a proposed
rul e. We have an open comment period right now.

And the purpose of our hearing today is

to hear from you. We want all information that
Is relevant to our final decision. We're here
to listen to you. As Dan said, we very much
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appreciate the passion that you bring here.

These are i mportant public policy, as
wel |l as science-based decisions that we make.
And we want to learn from you as we nove
forward.

So thank you.

MS. TRAVERS: Thank you, M ke and
Gary.

This is a public hearing under Section
4 of the Federal Endangered Species Act. Noti ce
of this public hearing was published in the
Federal Regi ster on September 5th, 2013,
starting on Page 54614.

The U.S. Fish and W ldlife Service
wi Il accept comments and information on this
proposal postmarked on or before October 28th,
2013.

After review and consideration of
your comments and all other information gathered
during this and other previous comment periods,
the Service will make a final determ nation.

The purpose of this hearing is to
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receive your comments on this proposal, both

oral and written. Comments on all aspects

of the proposal are very important and will be
carefully consi dered. Because of the importance
of your comments, it is necessary that we follow
certain procedures during this public hearing.

| f you want to present oral comments
at this hearing, please go to the registration
t abl es outside of this auditorium and sign up.
When you register, indicate the organization
you're representing in your comments today.

The followi ng process is designed
to maxim ze efficiency and provide speaking
opportunities to as many partici pants as
possi bl e: Peri odically throughout the hearing,
| will call groups of names for those registered
to provide oral comments.

When your name is called, please come
forward and take a seat in the reserved side
rows in front of the auditorium Hearing staff
are stationed at the two m crophones -- if you

could please stand so that they can see you.
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Thank you. Hearing staff at the two m crophones
will maintain a queue of two people at each
m crophone and will direct those seated when

to get up and stand in the queue.

We will alternate speakers between the
two m crophones. When it is your turn, please
begi n your presentation by stating your full
name, spell it for the record, and indicate if
you represent an organization.

If you are reading your comments,
pl ease take care to read them slowly enough for
the court reporter to understand. Al so, if
possi bl e, the reporter would appreciate a copy
of your comments you read, and you can deposit
themin the box on the timekeeper's table in
front of the stage.

Pl ease return to your original seats
in the auditorium after you speak.

This is an informal hearing and,
therefore, you will not be questioned in
connection with your comments. Your comments

or guestions are being recorded by the reporter
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to preserve them for the record.

| f you are called to speak and choose
not to speak or provide short remarks, you may
not yield your time to another speaker. Because
the purpose of this hearing is to receive your
comments, the Service will presume any questions
are for the record. The Service's formal
response to questions and issues raised during
the comment period, including this hearing, will
be published in the final rule.

The Service will not respond to
guestions at this hearing.

Pl ease keep in mnd that the reporter
will not record any statements from the audi ence
or any statements which are made to the
audi ence. Comments nmust be made directly into
the m crophone facing the front of the room

| ask that you treat each speaker with
respect and refrain from making comments from
t he audi ence. Questions, comments, applause,

j eers or demonstrations fromthe audience will

not be all owed.
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| appreciate everyone's cooperation in
m nim zing distractions.

Out of respect for the speakers, |
ask that you please refrain from photographing
I ndi vidual s as they present their comments.

Those that have identified themselves
as elected officials on their registration wil
be the first speakers.

At this time, we have none that |I'm
awar e of.

Members of the public will follow with
two m nutes for the remai nder of the hour.

Because of the number of people

expected to speak, strict adherence to the time

limt is necessary by all speakers. The
ti mkeeper will hold up cards to indicate when
60 and 30 seconds remain. Il will let you know

when time is up.

Il will call five-m nute breaks after
each hour to allow the reporter to recover.

Il will now call the first group of

names to allow those called to move to the front
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reserved seats while |I finish my statement.

Don Barry, Jam e Rappaport Cl ark,
Jeremy Cl are, Maureen Hackett, Patricia Welty,
Nat e Pamplin, Christine Chessire, Hayden Wayne,
Nancy Savage, Jeffrey Geist.

| f you choose not to present oral
comments today, you may submt your comments in
writing. Witten comments may be submtted to
the staff at the registration tables, or they
may be on electronic media, such as CDs.

I nformation on how to submt comments
outside of this hearing is also available on the
hearing agenda you were given as you entered.
Addi ti onal agenda copies are avail able at the
regi stration tables.

Additionally, at the back of the
auditoriumin the outer wings, there are two
tables with blank comment forms and chairs to
sit and write your comments.

Comment forms may be left at the
regi stration tables or mailed to the address

on the form before the deadline of October 28th,
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2013.

At this point, we are ready for our
first speaker.

Pl ease state your name, spell it for
the record, and identify who you represent and
begin your comments.

MR. BARRY: My name is Don Barry,
B-a-r-r-y.

| am a former Chief Counsel of the
U S. Fish and W ldlife Service and Assi st ant
Secretary for Fish Wldlife and Parks. ' ve
wor ked on the Endangered Species Act for 39
years, and |I'mtestifying tonight in my private
capacity as a citizen, but also on behalf of two
other former assistant secretaries from both the
Republican and Democratic adm nistration,

Nat hani el Reed and George Frampton.

Dear Director Ashe, we have each have
had the honor and privilege of serving as the
Assi stant Secretary for Fish WIldlife and Parks
for the Department of the Interior, both in

Republi can and Democratic adm nistrations,
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during critical periods in the history of the
enact ment and i mplementation of Endangered
Speci es Act.

During our 15 years of combi ned
service as Assistant Secretary overseeing the
programs and policies Fish and Wldlife Service,
we were staunch advocates for conserving the
I mperiled species of this country and in
I mpl ementing the ESA faithfully and effectively.

Our experience and expertise in the
I mpl ementation of the ESA is what brings us
together on this letter today as we express, in
the strongest ternms possible, our opposition to
the Service's premature and ill-advised proposal
to delist the Gray Wl f throughout most of the
| ower 48 states.

For decades, the Service's vision
and interpretation of what recovery meant for
endangered and threatened species was optim stic
and biologically ambitious. Recovery and
delisting the Bald Eagle, the American Fal con,

the American Alligator and the Brown Pelican are
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true success stories under the ESA. But in each
of those cases, the Service did not remove the
protection under the ESA until those species had
once again recolonized to suitable habitat

t hroughout most of their historic ranges.

That is the way the Endangered Species
Act i s supposed to work.

By stark contrast, the Service's
proposal to delist the Gray Wolf is prem sed on
a shrunken vision of what recovery should mean
for this important Apex predator.

Rat her than retaining Federal
protection under the ESA until Gray Wl ves
have once again occupied suitable habitat in
Col orado, Utah, California and the western parts
of Oregon and Washi ngton, the service is washing

its hands prematurely on wolf conservation and

proposing to remove all Federal protection
before full recovery of the Gray WIf has been
achi eved.

The fact that wolves are in abundance

in Canada is irrelevant under the ESA, whose
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goal, first and foremost, is to preserve the
bi ol ogi cal diversity in this country.

Mor eover, if the Service chose to take
the intermedi ate step of downlisting the wolves,
i nstead of delisting the wolves --

MS. TRAVERS: Thank you. Thank you
very much. If you could provide your written
testimony, |'d appreciate it.

Next speaker, please.

MR. GEI ST: My name is Jeffrey Al bert
Gei st . " m from New York, New York.

| s that enough on that?

Anyway, - -

MS. TRAVERS: Yes.

MR. GEI ST: -- | thank you guys at
the Fish and W ldlife Service for the good work
you've tried to do, and, actually, for the great
wor k that you have done in bringing wolves back
as far as you have.

| totally disagree with your campaign,
as | see it, that the main thing is to keep them

from extinction, and that is all. You're going
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to |l ose a |lot of genicity if you have, you know,

400 wol ves in one state, or 200 or 100.

Main thing to me -- it's time that we
guit playing games. To me politics is playing
games. To me most politicians are sellouts,

i ncl udi ng our President, maybe especially our

Presi dent, okay, who prom sed us all Kkinds of

t hings regarding wildlife and environment, |ike
drilling and imting it, and did not keep his
wor d.

| would |like to see him bl amed, not

you, for the current suggestions that wolves,
basically, be delisted all over the place,
which, to me, means that they're going to be
pretty much wi ped out everywhere, okay?

| did not |like seeing a wolf that
appeared in Kentucky a few weeks ago just killed
on the spot, and nobody did a thing about it.
Okay?

The only way that | think we
can save wolves at all is to get performers,

celebrities, to go in the public, because we're
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not getting into the public. " m not getting
into the public except maybe now. TV is not
covering this. Ameri cans do not know what is
happeni ng at all.

| spoke to a Canadian woman | ast week

when | said wolves are getting killed all over
t he place, including Canada, which | have been
all over. And | think that the poaching issue

needs to be addressed, the fracking issue needs
to be addressed, all the drilling and m ning and
| umbering i ssues need to be addressed to the
connection of wol ves.

Obama is | eading the charge on
fracking and drilling. "' m not the only one
here who knows t hat.

MS. TRAVERS: Thank you. Thank you.
Your time is up. Thank you.

Next speaker, pl ease.

MS. RAPPAPORT CLARK. Good eveni ng.
l'"'m Jam e Rappaport Clark, J-a-mi-e,

R- a- p-p-a-p-o-r-t, C-l-a-r-Kk.

| "' m Presi dent and CEO of Defenders
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of WIldlife, representing more than a mllion
member s and supporters nationwi de. l'"m also a
wi | dlife biologist, spending most of my career
wor ki ng for the Federal government, serving as
Director of the U. S. Fish and WIldlife Service
during the second Clinton Adm nistration. It's
good to see you guys. Il wish it was different
circumst ances.

When wol f recovery began more than
25 years ago, | had really high hopes. Usi ng
Yel |l owst one, Central |daho, the Desert Southwest
as sources, we had hoped not only to prevent the
extinction, but to restore them throughout a
significant portion of their range. Restoring
the native Apex predator to the American
| andscape represented a bold vision for the
future of imperiled wildlife conservation.

Not only was the Federal government
fighting to save imperiled species from
extinction, it was also working hard to restore
endangered and threatened animals that had been

carelessly elimnated decades earlier.
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Fast-forward to today, with wolves
struggling to gain toehold in the Northwest and
still nonexistent in states with significant
areas of unoccupied habitats, |like California,

Ut ah and Col orado, the Federal government seens
ready to give up before the job is finished.

Whil e we have a marked i mprovement in
wol ves throughout the west, anti-wolf politics
i n Idaho, Montana and Wyom ng have set in motion
management strategies designed dramatically to
drive wolf populations down from where they were
at the time of the delisting. Anti - Wbl f
| egi sl ati on has cropped up in Oregon and
Washi ngt on, where there's only about a hundred
wol ves.

Ut ah has a | aw banning the return of
wol ves al toget her. Gray Wolves currently occupy
only about eight percent of their historic range
and just a third of the remaining suitable
wildlife wolf habitat. They're m ssing from
pl aces |i ke Western Col orado, North California

and the Ol ympic Peninsul a. W t hout continued
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Federal ESA protection, wolves may never recover
to those areas.
Further, by proposing to deli st
wol ves prematurely, the Service has signaled a
di sappointing shift in its conservation
phil osophy on recovery. Bi ol ogi cal optim sm has
repl aced by --
MS. TRAVERS: Thank you. Thank you.
Coul d you please | eave your statement

for the court reporter, because | think you have

went a little fast at some points.
A VOI CE: Well, we only have two
m nut es. Gi ve us three.

MS. TRAVERS: Next speaker.
MR. WAYNE: Good evening. My name i s
Hayden Wayne.

To make this quick, thus far from

the people who speak, | agree with them Very
Il ronic evening. We're | ooking at a wol f. We're
| ooki ng at oursel ves. Your own exi stence is now

threatened by a Congress who can't govern.

We're dealing now -- we're defiling our water.
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We're dealing with over 350 mllion parts.
We're up to 400, rapidly going to 600 parts,
whi ch means irretrievabl e.

We should be put on the Endangered
Speci es Act, because if this wi ndow rapidly
accelerates with fossil fuels, it's
irretrievabl e. Ten years.

| compliment all of you profoundly
fromthe bottom of my being for your inval uable
wor k. Now we have to work on saving ourselves.

The wolf is part of keeping di seases
from spreading, like the white-footed nouse,
whi ch has proliferated Lyme Di sease. We need
predat ory beasts. We need to clean up our own
acts. We need to be accountabl e. We need to
uni fy our consciousness. Critical thinking,
we pride ourselves, and yet the lynchpin to
suspend demolition of our own species is
collective critical consciousness.

Remember what the Hopi said: Whet her
we choose to be part of it or discarded because

of it, this is not negative. This is evol ution.
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MS. TRAVERS: Thank you.

Next speaker.

MR. PAMPLI N: Good eveni ng. My name
is Nate Pamplin, P-a-mp-I|-i-n.

" m an assistant director with the
Washi ngton Department of Fish and WIldlife, the
adm ni strator of the Wldlife Program

Washi ngton Department of Fish and
WIildlife completed a Wolf Conservation
Management Pl an and EI'S back in December of
2011. The plan establishes recovery objectives
and proscribes actions to address wol f
| i vestock.

Washi ngt on has ei ght Endangered
Species |laws and regul ati ons. Wbl ves are
classified by the State Fish and W ldlife
Comm ssion as endanger ed. And there are several
regul ations established by the Comm ssion to
ensure that wolves are protected and consi stent
with the plan.

We have received funding fromthe

state legislature to i mplement the plan, and we
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are actively implementing the key strategies in
it.

Washi ngton's wol f population is not a
cl osed population in terms of imm gration and
em gration. Wbl ves are dispersing into the
state, with 117 packs in Idaho, six packs in
Oregon, and an estimated 8,500 wolves in British
Col umbi a.

The i mportance of this is that it
demonstrates that there is a tremendous source
popul ation surrounding the state for supply of
di spersing wolves into Washi ngton.

We have documented multiple | ong
di stance di spersal events, where the distance
of the dispersal is equivalent to the distance
bet ween maj or patches of wolf habitat across the
state. This demonstrates that, ecologically,
wol ves in Washi ngton have the dispersal ability
to colonize any suitable habitat in Washi ngton.

We' ve experienced rapid popul ation
growt h. From 2011 to 2012 the number of

confirmed packs went from five to nine, and
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the m ni mum number of wolves in our counts went
from 35 to 51, paralleling the rapid growth seen
in the Northern Rocky Mountain states.

We are commtted to managi ng for
sust ai nabl e wolf population in Washi ngton. We
have extensive demonstrabl e experience
successfully managi ng other | arge carnivores.
We woul d continue to coordinate with U.S. Fish
and WIldlife Service in post-delisting
moni toring and reporting.

I n conclusion, considering these

policy and biol ogical factors, WDFW supports

deli sting.

Thanks again for the opportunity to
comment .

MS. TRAVERS: Thank you.

Next speaker.

MR. CLARE: Good eveni ng. My name is
Jeremy Clare, J-e-r-e-my, C-l-a-r-e. ' m a

litigation associate with Safari Club
| nternational .

Safari Club supports the Service's
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proposed rule because it is based on the

best-avail abl e science that Gray W]l ves have met

their recovery goal s. Del ayi ng the delisting
any further will only underm ne conservation
efforts.

Upon delisting, Gray Wlves will be

managed and conserved by individual states,
which will increase the social tolerance for the
speci es.

Public participation in the management
of |l ocal wolf popul ations by those individuals
that actually live with, and who deal with
wol ves, will lead to long-term conservati on of
the species.

In its rule to delist Wyom ng's
popul ation, the service expressly recogni zed the
val ue of social tolerance.

It stated: Human attitudes are
| mportant to the long-term preservation of the
Gray Wol f. The service then admtted that its
prol onged failure to delist the wolves actually

under m ned conservation efforts.
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If the Service delays its delisting
of the wolves of the | ower 48 states, it will
further negatively impact current and future
conservation efforts.

Thank you.

MS. TRAVERS: Thank you.

" m going to call ten more speakers,
and then we will hear from the [ast four.

Robert Gol dman. Brett Hartl, Charles
Ellis, Harriet Crosby, Lori Udall, Amanda
Ferguson, Christine Mongeau, Elizabeth Anderson,
Carson Barlyak, and Rosemary Donal dson.

Next speaker.

MS. HACKETT: Yes. "' m Maur een
Hackett . My name is spelled Ma-u-r-e-e-n.
My | ast name is H-a-c-k-e-t-t. And |I'm

representing How ing for Wblves, an organization
| started out of M nnesota to advocate for

M nnesota's wol ves. And |I'm gl ad that |

foll owed up on somebody from the Safari Club

| nternational and somebody from Washi ngton State

who i s advocating delisting for two different
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reasons, because |I'd |ike to talk about
M nnesota's experience.

Here we have the | argest and the
original population of wolves that never went
extinct. What happened within a year of being
delisted in M nnesota? W had a great plan. W
had a plan that was put together by 32
organi zations in 1998, signed into |law by the
Governor, by the Comm ssion of the Department of
Nat ur al Resources.

That plan was thrown out the wi ndow.
And the five-year wait, which was originally in
the plan prior to any hunt, any public take, was
I mmedi ately put into | aw after delisting,
because the five-year wait was removed by | aw.
So that can happen in any state. Pl ans can
change.

The other issue is that a hunt will

create more public attitudes towards the wolf of

a positive nature. That is an assumpti on. That
has not been shown in prelimnary results. |t
has actually shown to be incorrect. And in
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M nnesota what |'d like to say is, we had the
hunt . We did it without baseline counting.
There was no science. W hadn't had a
popul ation survey in five years. And we dropped
our popul ation down to 1988 |l evels, nearly 1988
| evel s.

One out of four Wblves were killed
i n one year, because we killed 300 through
| ivestock and property owners, and 413 with a
public take.

That didn't help any attitudes.
We have seen the hate of wolves increase.
| brought just a few things that
we took off of social media yesterday.
wol ves bl anking kill humans, you retards.
| f not controlled, they will get out of
control and eat your children, you stupid bl ank.

Why do you think they are called Big Bad Wbl f?

Then we have, | shot one out nmy back
door yesterday. It was still alive after the
first shot, so | bashed it with a baseball bat
several times. | got busy, and it's still out
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t here howling.

What |'m saying is that there is a bad
attitude towards Wl ves.

MS. TRAVERS: Thank you. Thank you.

Next speaker, please.

(Whereupon the crowd appl auded.)

MS. TRAVES: Pl ease do not appl aud.
will call a timeout, and you will | ose precious
time at this hearing.

Next speaker, please.

MS. CHESSI RE: My name is Christine
Chessire. |"m from Pennsyl vani a. And | just
want to say that | drove here from Pennsyl vani a
this afternoon and took a half day from work and
|l eft my famly to be here this evening because |
knew | just couldn't live the rest of my life
not knowi ng that | did everything |I could to
help this ani mal.

For so many reasons, the proposal to
delist the Gray WIf in the |ower 48 is wrong.
| " ve thought about this for a very long time.

And turning this back to the management of the
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states, | think that we just heard an exanmpl e of
what that management is |ike.
And let's face it. | think what we

woul d be tal king about is the inevitable
deci mati on, exterm nation, and, ultimately, the
extinction of this beautiful animl.

Because of man's actions, the wolf
I's already struggling. Openi ng up the remaining
states to a free-for-all will be the nail in the
coffin of this animal's very existence.

| also want to rem nd those in whose
hands this decision |lies that history has never
been kind to governments who perpetuate an
exterm nation of any kind.

No matter the species, a mass
and purposeful killing because something is
different or different from what you want it to
be is enormously wrong.

Wbl ves are an Apex predator and serve
a purpose in nature. Occupying only 8 percent
of the territory they once occupied, their

recovery i s nowhere done.
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| wanted to share a coupl e of
experiences that | had. | hope | have enough
ti me. | just want to say that | live in a state
that is not part of the Gray Wdlf's territory,
but that doesn't mean there aren't a | ot of
folks in my region who know what is going on
with them and who think the Gray Wolf is being
unfairly demoni zed and victim zed.

MS. TRAVERS: Thank you.

Next speaker, please.

MR. GOL DMAN: My name i s Robert
Gol dman. "' m here because | love my homel and.
| respect and | ove America's natural heritage,
our continent's wild places and our precious
natural wildlife, including America's ecol ogic,
the vital and beautiful wol ves.

" m only one person, but | created a
wol f petition that has al most 23,000 signers
from around the United States and the world and
whi ch condemns this Democratic Adm nistration
for its abandonment of wolves and call ous

di sregard of America's native wildlife.
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Many signers were and are shocked
to learn that Democratic President and both
Democrats and Republicans in Congress have
turned their backs on the wi shes and desires of
the American majority, which does not support a
return to the demoni zati on and persecution of
wol ves or any enmbarrassing state of wildlife.

Farl ey Mowat, the great Canadi an
naturalist and prolific author, stated in the
preface to the 1993 Edition of Never Cry Wl f,
We have doomed the wolf, not for what it is, but
for what we deliberately and m stakenly perceive
it to be, the mythologized epitome of a savage,
ruthless killer, which is, in reality, not nore
than the reflective i mge of ourselves. We have
made it the scape wolf for our own sins.

It's time to remove the doom t hat
humani ty has unjustly placed on wolves, not
return to it, here in the United States or
anywhere, as you're proposing and enabling with
what you've already done and what you'd |like to

do more of.
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We al ready know from the scientists
that wrote Sally Jewell, the 16 scientists, that
you're not followi ng their science. You based
this delisting proposal on what they said.
Because they know more than what you fol ks do
about wol ves, they said that you're m staken.
That's not what their conclusions are.

They feel that you are | eaving out the
potential that this animal has to expand where |
live in New England and California, the
Nort hwest and el sewhere. You're doing a
terrible job.

MS. TRAVERS: Thank you, sir.

Next speaker.

MS. WELTY: Good evening. ' m
Patricia Welty, We-I-t-y. | disagree with the
Service's position to delist the Gray Wl f. The
Fish and WIldlife Service is responsible for
uphol di ng the Endangered Species Act to save the
diverse wildlife in our country. And Fish and
W ldlife should uphold its m ssion and protect

the Gray Wolf under the ESA by ensuring critical
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habitat for the Gray WIf is maintained.
The Gray Wbl ves are vital to our
nation's biodiversity. They provide a vision

of the wilderness that attracts tourism Gr ay

Wbl ves mai ntain species' balance and vegetation

di versity by aiding in the control of other
popul ations, such as deer and elk.
The Fish and W ldlife Service should

stand tall and not cave in to the interests of

weal t hy ranchers and hunters who have selfish

vested interests in guarding cattle.

Gray Wolves are intelligent. They're
maj estic creatures, whose presence adds to the
beauty of our National Park system

Thank you very much.

MS. TRAVERS: Thank you.

Next speaker.

MR. ELLS: Good evening, M. Frazer,

M. Jimenez. My name is Charlie Ells. First
name i s spelled the way you would expect. The
| ast name is E-I-1-s.

And | want to ask you please do not
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remove the Gray Wolf from the Endangered and
Threat ened Species List that the Fish and

W ldlife Service maintains pursuant to the
Endangered Species Act of 1973.

In 1995, your agency began
reintroducing Gray Wbl ves obtained fromthe
Canadi an authorities into the Yell owstone
Nati onal Park ecosystem A small popul ation
of transpl anted wolves grew to perhaps 1,585
animals in the years until -- in the states
surroundi ng Yell owstone up by the year 2012.

Your | eaflet here does a nice job
expl aining that.

The relationshi ps of the predators
and the prey and the vegetation preserve soi
for farm ng and ranching, among other things,
protect wetlands and rivers for a healthy fish
popul ation, which, in turn, serves human
consumption and tourism And reintroduction of
predators at Yell owstone and other areas has
hel ped to restore the delicate natural bal ance.

But we are not yet finished.
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At the District's Environmental Film
Festival held in March, | |l earned a coupl e of
t hi ngs, one of which was that many states have
taken steps to permt the killing of wolves once
they are delisted.

And given the small numbers of the
Gray Wolf nationwi de, we risk its extinction if
you proceed with the proposed delisting.

There will be consequences if that
happens, an i mbalance in the |ocal ecology and a
| andscape | ess able to resist troublesome
climatic events.

Delisting would al so encourage a
hardeni ng and cruelty in many souls toward our
fellow inhabitants of this planet, creatures who
were here before we were.

Finally, the Service should avoid
m st akes that have been made by ot her pieces of
our national government in recent years. Rul es
t hat have succeeded in mtigating effects in
human nature relating to voting rights, species

protection and, for example, food --
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MS. TRAVERS: Thank you, sir.

MR. ELLI S: They shouldn't be all owed
to quit.

MS. TRAVERS: Next speaker.

Thank you.

MS. SAVAGE: Nancy Savage. N-a-n-c-vy,
S-a-v-a-g-e.

| strongly oppose the delisting of

the Gray Wbl f. | have lived in New Mexico since
1958, and | believe that wolves belong in every

area and state of this country that will support
t hem

This has not been accompli shed. We
can already see what will happen to wolves, if
deli sted, by | ooking at Montana. Last year they
killed one-third of their wolf population, and
are continuing the slaughter this year with
| ooser hunting rules, including $19-per-license
permt with a five-wolf-per-limt bag.

Si x thousand permts have been issued.
Permts enough to kill 30,000 wol ves. At the

begi nni ng of 2013, Montana only had 625 wol ves.
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The states cannot be trusted with the |ives of
wol ves. We will be right back where we started
in the 1970s, and |, for one, do not want that.

My granddaughter, two-year-old Kayla
El i zabeth, deserves to inherit a world rich with
wildlife, and this includes wol ves. | never
want to have to tell her that wolves have gone
the way of the Mexican Grizzly Bear, no |longer
i n existence in the Southwest because humans
have killed every |ast one of them

| emphatically urge you to protect
this birthright by protecting these ani mals
and not delisting them They have a right to
continue to recover into the |and that wil
support healthy WIf popul ati ons.

In all honesty, your job is not done.
Do not stop prematurely.

MS. TRAVERS: Thank you.

Thank you. Next speaker.

MS. DONALDSON: Good eveni ng. My name
I's Rosemary Donald, D-o-n-a-1l-d-s-o0-n. | woul d

|l i ke to share with you that tonight is ny
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birthday, and |'ve chosen to spend it with you
because | feel so strongly that this proposal is
di sastrous.

Al t hough | was raised on the eastern
seaboard, | was privileged to spend quite a bit
of time in the Pacific Northwest and was given
the opportunity to see Gray Wl ves on several
occasi ons. They never ceased to take my breath
away.

| knew then that | was | ooking at an
i conic symbol of my nation and its heritage, and
that the restoration of wolf popul ations woul d
constitute, to paraphrase Gandhi, a measure of
the morality of our society and of its val ues.

There are so many reasons why our
nati on should support efforts to reestablish
heal t hy popul ati ons of wolves, many of which
have been discussed here tonight, so | will not
read my entire testimony. One very good reason
Is simply that wolves and other top predators
are an essential element of a healthy ecosystem

| believe that tonight we are at a
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crossroads. We have before us two choices. We
can maintain the wolves on the endangered |i st
or we can remove it, a course of action which
woul d |l ead to disaster for wolf recovery
efforts, and further man's di sconnectedness
with the natural world around him

| beg you to consider that every
time we interfere directly with this natural
order, we choose to dim nish our own future
possibilities and we jeopardize our children's
futures.

What we have done during our recent
st ewardshi p, our children m ght all find
unf orgi vabl e. In 1797 Thomas Jefferson wrote
the foll ow ng words: For if one link in
nature's chain m ght be | ost, another and
anot her m ght be lost, till this whole system

of things should vanish by piecemeal.

Our forefathers understood intuitively

what we - -
MS. TRAVERS: Thank you. Thank you.

Next speaker, pl ease.
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MR. HARTL: My name is Brett Hartl,
B-r-e-t-t, H-a-r-t-1, and | represent the Center
for Biological Diversity.

The Center

Adm ni stration's proposal

to remove Feder al

strongly opposes the Obama

protections for Gray Wl ves across most of the

Uni ted St ates. Endi ng Federal protections now

Is simply premature. The Fish and Wldlife

Service's own data indicate that

yet recovered and been restored to mllions of

acres of suitable habitat in the Pacific

Nort hwest, Sout hern Rockies and Nort heastern

Uni ted St ates.

This proposal hands wol f management
over to state wildlife agencies, which, on the
whol e, frankly, are not up to the task of

I nformed science-based wildlife management for

the 21st Century.

Foll owi ng the removal of Federal

protections, wolf populations in M nnesota have

fallen 25 percent. In 2012, wolf popul ations

the Northern Rocky Mountains have fallen 7

wol ves have not

n
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percent, and more hunting and trapping is
pl anned for this year.

Wyom ng's Shoot On Sight policy acro
most of the state effectively elim nates any
possibility that wolves will successfully retu
to Col orado or the Southern Rockies.

As a result of aggressive and cruel

SS

rn

hunting and trapping seasons, over 2,000 wol ves

have been killed in the last few years, and 40

years of wolf recovery efforts are now put in

j eopardy by this cynical and defeatist proposal.

The American people do not support
this proposal. Recent polls show that the

overwhel mng majority of the people understand

t hat wol ves represent a vital part of America's

wi | derness and natural heritage, and that the
presence of wolves provide important benefits
to many species of plants and wildlife,

I ncl udi ng beavers, foxes, songbirds and fi sh,
keepi ng ungul ate popul ations from overgrazing
the | andscape.

The American people understand that

by
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when a species is present in only 5 percent of
its historic range in the |lower 48 states, that
does not represent recovery. The fact is that
wol ves are wildly popular, and most Americans
want to see wolves in more places.

Every year, tens of thousands of
people go to Yellowstone National Park in the
hope of seeing a Wolf. Why should people in
California, Colorado or Maine have to travel to
Yel |l owst one when there are |large areas in their
own state that can support wolf popul ations?

The Obama Adm nistration should simply
wi t hdraw this flawed, scientifically
unsupportable proposal and do what the
Endangered Species Act requires.

MS. TRAVERS: Thank you, sir. Thank
you, sSir.

We will take a two-m nute break. We
are off the record.

(Recess taken.)

MS. TRAVERS: Okay. We are on the

record.
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MS. BARYLAK: My name is Carson
Barl yak, C-a-r-s-o0-n, B-a-r-y-I|-a-Kk. And |I'm
providing testimony on behalf of the Ani mal
Wel fare Institute.

Thank you for the opportunity to
comment today.

We have a number of concerns with
the Gray Wolf delisting plan, which wil
interfere with the wolf's recovery and lead to
the i nhumane and unnecessary killing of these
Apex predators.

Stripping Gray Wl ves of Endangered
Speci es Act protections would derail one of the
most i mportant species recovery programs in the
country and would be inconsistent with the
spirit of ESA.

As the Fish and WIldlife Service
acknowl edged, the Gray Wblf plays a critical
ecol ogical role within its range.

Elimnating this keystone species from
the | andscape or interfering with its recovery

wi Il have far-reaching consequences for a broad
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range of other species.

The protections afforded by the ESA
are essential to preserving and promoting the
val uabl e ecosystem services provided by Gray
Wbl ves t hroughout their range.

We are particularly concerned that
the delisting plan will add a flawed recovery
standard, as it fails to account for the wolves
absent from much of its historic range.

Gray Wolves currently inhabit |ess
than 10 percent of their historic range, and
Federal protections are essential to help the
speci es recover and expand into currently
unoccupi ed but suitable parts of the former
range.

The plan fails to consider extensive
sui table wolf habitat Iike the Pacific
Nort hwest, California, the Southern Rocky
Mount ai ns and the northeast, and the importance
of these areas to the specie's long-term
survival and recovery.

It also ignores the adverse i mpact
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the delisting would have on recent efforts to
restore wolves to more of their historic range
al ong the west coast, and fails to acknowl edge
the delisting could result in the eradication of
wol ves from those states that still have very
few of the animal.

Finally, the consequences of turning
management authority over to states are cl ear.
As we have seen in regions where wolves have
al ready been transitioned to state management,
state agencies are not necessarily equipped to
manage wol ves in recovery and, instead, |aunched
attacks on the species by allowi ng for
unnecessary and i nhumane recreational killing.

The premature delisting of wolves in
states such as Wyom ng, Montana and |daho has
| ed to reckless efforts to gun down and trap as
many wol ves as possible, resulting in a race to
the bottom management of the wolf management
among these st ates.

The wol f population in the original

Nort hern Rockies recovery area has declined --
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MS. TRAVERS: Thank you.

Next speaker, pl ease.

MS. ANDERSON: Good evening. My name
is Elizabeth Anderson, A-n-d-e-r-s-o0-n. And |'m
testifying as a public citizen and also with the
Defenders of W ldlife.

And |I'm actually a retired school
teacher of 35 years and currently working on
m ddl e school curriculum And | strongly oppose
the premature delisting of the Gray Wbl ves.

At the time | was teaching, the
wol ves were making a comeback to their home
territories. Thanks to mllions of dollars of
taxpayers' money and the support of the Federal
government, the wolves began to repopul ate areas
and restore ecosystems, notably Yell owstone

Nati onal Park, which has been very, very

wel | -document ed. The wol ves benefitted the elk
and the deer, as well as altered the behavi or of
el k and deer, as well as the coyotes, which

all owed for the restoration of ecosystens.

They were found to be the keystone
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speci es and Apex speci es. My students al ways

| oved the wol ves. They called them awesome.

Cool . | love wolves. No ot her |and ani mal drew
as much of a response -- a positive response as
t he wol ves.

We all thought the wolves were
protected by the Endangered Species Act, but
little did we know that politics could trump
science and even the Endangered Species Act.

| often think of my students when
| reflect what we're doing to the natural world
and animals in the name of politics, governed by
i ndustry, in this case primarily the livestock
i ndustry.

No wild animl or environment is
Il mMmune to the unrivaled greed and cruelty that
has exceeded our wil dest expectations and
I magi nati on.

How can we, in good conscience, cal
ourselves civilized when we continue to justify
t he gassing, poisoning, shooting and trapping of

the direct ancestors of our beloved dogs?
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Our actions reflect extreme ignorance,
cruelty and disrespect --

MS. TRAVERS: Thank you.

Next speaker, pl ease.

Thank you.

MS. UDALL: Good eveni ng. My name i s
Lori Udall, L-0-r-i, U-d-a-I-1.

l'"mtestifying on behalf of Sacharuna

Foundation, of which I'mthe director. In 1967,
46 years ago, nmy father, Stewart Udall, as
Secretary of Interior, issued the first

Endangered Species List under the Endangered
Speci es Preservation Act. That was six years
before President Nixon signed into the |aw the
Endangered Species Act.

My father's list included such great
American icons as the Timber WIf, the Red WIf,
the Bald Eagle, the Grizzly Bear, the American
Al ligator and the lIvory Billed Wodpecker.

After all these years, we know that
the ESA works and has saved many species from

extinction. The Gray Wblf is an exanmple of a
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species that is com ng back, but has not yet
made it back, and, yet, now is caught in
political |inmbo.

This delisting is premature.

What | fail to understand is the current

adm nistration's preferential |obbying to deli st
the Gray WlIf, instead of followi ng science and
serious peer review.

That a single species could be
delisted in Congress sets a dangerous precedent
for all species on the |ist. And yet we know
t hat Department of Interior was complicit with
delisting the wolf in the Rockies and now
prom ses, with these rules, to delist across the
country.

This sets a precedent that any single
species, no matter how endangered, could be
delisted in Congress through a political move,

I nstead of through science, as required by the
Act . What will happen -- what will Interior do
when this happens next time?

" m quite sure my father, as | am,
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woul d be opposed to this rule. One of ny
favorite expressions of his: There is a right
way to do things and a wrong way to do things.

If do you it the wrong way, you're going to have
a big fight on your hands.

| heartily join the fight against the
Wol f delisting.

MS. TRAVERS: Thank you. I would Iike
to call the next ten speakers: M chael Fosburg,
Lisa Arken, Christy Wagner, Cassandra Sullivan.
Charl es Biviano. Jose Deartehea. Tena Meadows
O Rear, Beth Stewart, and Connor Schultz and
Mar gar et Maguire.

Next speaker, pl ease.

MS. CROSBY: Hi . | m Harriet Crosby
with Friends of the Earth, and |I'd |like to honor
some of the el oquent testimony that we've heard
fromthe other speakers tonight. lt's very
clear that all of the testimony is opposed to
the delisting of the Gray Wbl f.

| stand here before you today to

honor the memory of Mollie Beattie who was the
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director of the Fish and WIldlife Service and
was instrumental in the release of the wol ves at
Yel | owst one Nati onal Park. | think she would be
profoundly di sappointed to see the premature
delisting of the wolves at this time.

She fully understood the importance of
the Wolf in healthy ecosystems, that the wolves
woul d scare away the elk and the deer that were
grazing on the trees that were keeping the
wat ers cool that allowed the trout to live in
the stream that allowed the beaver and all the
mammal s in these complex |living ecosystenms that
need the predator to keep in balance and contr ol
the health of the living ecosystem

| think we have to honor the web of
life and the role that the wolves have played in
creating and holding these complex living
ecosystems on which we're ultimately dependent.
And | hope the Department of Interior wil
reconsider this decision in |listening to the
enormty of the sentiment here in our

di sappoi ntment in hoping that you do not
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delist the Gray Wl ves.

Thank you very much.

MS. TRAVERS: Thank you.

Next speaker.

MS. FERGUSON: My name is Amanda
Ferguson, from the Adirondack Mountain Region of
Upstate New YorKk.

| oppose the delisting of the Gray
Wol f . Wbl ves have not recovered in key parts
of the range, period. This past summer |
vol unteered at Col orado Wolf and W I dlife. I
spent four days working on the grounds. I met
many wol ves, many people and saw some passi onate
vol unteers educate the community as they wal ked
t hrough.

Most people don't know that some
states are aggressively managi ng the wolf
population in a way that in no way takes into
consi deration science and respect. They al so
don't know of the possibility of delisting in
all the |lower 48 states.

On one particular day | had to walk
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away. Looki ng back, | tried to contain ny
emoti ons. It was sadness. It was shame. How
can we as a human race have such a little

concern for this keystone species and the role
they play?

The wol f has a place in our world. W
must keep them protected. There is a place for
them in Col orado, Utah, California and the
Pacific Northwest. This must happen with a
coexi stence philosophy. Wom ng, Montana, |daho
and their wildlife strategy is clearly not a
good exampl e of this.

The fragmented packs are not healthy,
creating ill health for all the predators, the
el k, the birds, the insects, the trees and the
humans. The humans? Well, ask all the people
hoping to see these ani mal s.

It creates consciousness and
compassi on and respect for our co-inhabitants.
That's healt hy. And, quite possibly, a
byproduct is tourist money, jobs and educati on.

How sad that this ruling would abandon the
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original intent of the Act. If it were not for
the endangered species, so many other animals
woul d not have recover ed.

Management of this wolf is not
suitable at the state | evel and may never be.
This is where the Endangered Species Act must
hold the |line and prevent the Gray Wbl f from
becom ng extinct altogether.

There must be a morally and ethically
right plan, and it starts with protection.
There are many success stories. Pl ease |l et the
wol f be one of them

Thank you.

MS. TRAVERS: Thank you.

Next speaker, pl ease.

MS. WAGNER: Il"m Christy Wagner,
C-h-r-i-s-t-i-e, Wa-g-n-e-r.

| lived simultaneously for decades out
west of the Rockies and in the D.C. area. Pl us
|"ve worked in 43 countries, 34 states, for 15
years traveling globally 10 months a year. So

| ve seen a few national and internationa
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| ssues up cl ose. There's a two-pronged problem

with the anti-wolf problem economc |oss and

fear.

It is cruel, expensive and unnecessary
for the slaughter of wolves and affiliated
prograns. For example, in Stevens County,

Washi ngton, they pay $1,500 per cow, which m ght

be kill ed. Pl ease pay me several mllion for
possibly falling down the subway escal at or
steps.

The livelihood of farmers is totally
compati ble with wolf protection. Hungary, for

over a thousand years, has had no wolf predation
problem although it's had a | ot of wolves,
because they have the Hungarian Komondor Dog.
You wal k that dog around your territory twice.
It remembers. It can fight off two wol ves
si mul taneously.

Fear of wolves is absurd. Farl ey
Mowat went down into a wolf den headfirst,
t hi nking the adult wolves were gone. They

weren't. Plus there was a litter of eight
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puppi es. Not hi ng happened to him

| personally kissed two Gray Wl ves on
the mouth and greeted them in their manner by
gently biting them on each side of the snoot. I
still have my face; however, |'ve been attacked
by a Chi huahua for just wal ki ng past it and
attacked from behind by a Beagle for just
wal ki ng past it.

So the Hungarian Komondor should be
exported. It's cheap. It's good for the
environment. lt'"s a win-win for the wolves, for
the United States, for cooperation with the
foreign country, Hungary. And might | rem nd

people, man's inhumanity to man is only

surpassed by inhumanity to ani mals. And it's
proven statistics that most serial killers start
out by killing animals.

Thank you.

MS. TRAVERS: Next speaker, please.
Pl ease hold your appl ause. We have 71
speakers tonight, and I'd love to give everyone

the opportunity at this hearing.
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Next speaker, please.

MS. MONGEAU: My name is Christine
M- 0-n-g-e-a-u.

| would just like to add, | grew up on
a farm I'"m a native of Col orado. | grew up in
the Ozarks also, on a cattle beef production.
So | understand some issues that ranchers may
have, potentially. My brother is an organic
beef producer in Col orado.

| think that we need to educate some
of the potential beef producers and give them
some options as far as flagging, the dogs that
were previously mentioned. We have to help them
have ot her options, because | think a | ot of
this anger is com ng out of m sinformation.
There are ways to keep predators away from your
animals, and |1'd like that to be shared with
them

Al so, | have some concerns in the
way in which Wldlife Services is elimnating
predators. I know that they're using poisons,

and there's one particular one that's 1088, no
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known anti dote. Not everyone knows t hat. It is
bei ng used. | believe it's cyanide is the other
one. These are devastati ng. | mean, you could
have a child that gets exposed to this. This is
not just something we should tolerate, and it
just should not be all owed whatsoever.

That's it. Thank you.

And, also, forgive me, | want themto
remain on the endangered |list, as well as the
Mexi can Wol f, please.

MS. TRAVERS: Thank you.

Next speaker.

MR. BI VI ANO: My name is Charl es
Bi vi ano. | am from Ri chmond, Virginia. My | ast
name is spelled B-i-v-i-a-n-o. | do not support

the U S. Fish and Wldlife Service's proposal to

delist the Gray Wolf. | have several reasons
for that.

First of all, froma financi al
standpoint, it is simply bad business to take

a species that was near the brink of collapse,

spend mllions of taxpayer dollars, only to
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abandon the program well before recovery goals
could be achieved. And |I'm a taxpayer, and |
have to tell you that's something |I'm not happy

about right now.

Secondly, | think that you all have a
responsibility to manage wolves in a healthy and
sust ai nabl e way so that future generations can
benefit and enjoy our national wildlife.

Now t hat wol ves are being prematurely
delisted in Montana, Wyom ng, |daho and
W sconsin, these states are not managing their
wol f popul ations |ike they are doing with their
other wildlife.

Simply stated, these states are
aggressively driving down wolf populations to
absolute bare m nimums that are required by | aw.
Removi ng the wolves from the Endangered Species
Act |list will most certainly be seen as a green
| i ght.

Finally, wolves are an i mportant
Ameri can resource. | think that they represent

a spirit of a pioneering nation and have become,
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for many, a symbol for perseverance and
adversity. So | ask that you please do not
remove them from the Endangered Species List.

Thank you.

MS. TRAVERS: Thank you.

Next speaker.

MR. FOSBURG: My name is M chae
Fosburg, and | do not support the delisting of
Gray Wolves from the ESA. Wol f recovery is
still tenuous, fraught with human conflict,
overshadowed by the politics of irresponsible
management, the |likes we've seen in |ldaho,
Mont ana and Wyom ng.

| hold that we still have a noral
obligation and an i mperative -- excuse me, a
mor al obligation to protect this species, which
we, as a species, nearly drove to extinction.
I f we delist Gray Wbl ves at the cusp of their
fragile recovery, we would be reneging on our
duty of responsible stewards to this |and and
Its biodiversity.

Such a drastic shift in wildlife
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management policy by the FWS and this, sadly, on
the cusp of ESA's 40th anniversary, would | ower
the bar for endangered species recovery and set
a precarious precedent that could i mpact
conservation and recovery efforts across the
country for other imperiled species.

Gray Wolves are icons of this rich and
di verse conti nent. Il will never forget hearing
them howl in Yell owstone. The sound was full of
|life and prophesied the very real hope of wolf
recovery. That recovery is still possible.

They've returned to key parts of their
hi storical range. There's still a wolf habitat
in Colorado and also California and Utah.

But wolf recovery is not assured.

Their fate is still uncertain. Every wol f
gunned down in the snow is proof of this. It's
proof of ancient prejudices at work, that, if

| eft unchecked wi thout Federal protection, wil
once more lead to the devastation of the
American Gray Wl f popul ation.

We've seen it before when the
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rail roads went across to the west.

| implore the Obama Adm ni stration
as a citizen of this nation, a democrat, and a
decedent of this world, do not strip protection
for the Gray Wl f.

Pl ease do not allow politics to
prevail over science and emotion to trump
reason. Pl ease don't give up this fight and
finish the job of wolf recovery.

MS. TRAVERS: Thank you.

Next speaker.

Next speaker.

MR. DEARTEHEA: " m Jose Deartehea.
My first name is spelled J-o0-s-e. My | ast name
D-e-a-r-t-e-h-e-a.

|"m originally from Puerto Rico, but I
grew up in Wsconsin. My mother's from Ger many.
And | can remenmber fondly as a child when the
wol ves started com ng into W sconsin how
patriotic my mother felt, that, as a citizen of
W sconsin and newly-m nted American citizen,

that she lived in a state that was doing it
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right, that it was taking care of its ecosystem
to the extent that wolves felt welcome to come
voluntarily into the State of W sconsin. And
now we have a Governor that's allowing themto
be massacred by packs of dogs, and they call

t hat hunting. And you guys are trusting state
governors to take care of our wolf popul ation,
and it doesn't make sense to me.

And | don't want you to deny this
experience that | had as a child, experiencing
grade schools and my mot her and everybody
honoring the fact that wolves came into
W sconsin, and you m ght potentially be denying
that to citizens of Utah and Col orado and Mai ne
and New York and California, because that's
their habitat as well. And if we delist it,
they're not going to, potentially, be able to
become part of both ecosystems, as well.

And | think that we need to honor
ranchers and farmers and hunters that do
things ethically and not | azy and support sharp

practices, but, rather, reward ecologically
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sound practices so that we can coexist and not
destroy these ani mal s.

Thank you.

MS. TRAVERS: Thank you.

Next speaker.

MS. MEADOWS O REAR: My name is Tena
Meadows O Rear. T-e-n-a, Meadows, O R-e-a-r.

| live in EcoVillage of Loudoun
County, Virginia, where a small group of
residents are attempting to restore 180 acres of
Virginia forrest. Our re-forestation efforts
have been chall enged by extreme overpopul ation
of white-tailed deer.

Speaking from this persona
experience, | request that you consider
t he overwhel m ng evidence of ecosystem
restoration that results from preservation and
rei ntroduction of top-of-the-food-chain species.

Whet her this species is wolves,
mountain |ion, shark or killer whale, bal anced
results from species that keep herbivores in

check.
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In the Yell owstone example, we see how
wol ves have shifted an entire ecosystem toward
enhanced bi odiversity and natural resilience.

In Loudoun County, we recently had
our first predator-friendly farmcertification.
Surely, this indicates that there is a way for
us to live respectfully with our fellow
creatures.

Pl ease provide the essenti al
protections that are needed while we seek and
expl ore such options across the country relative
to all kinds of predator species.

|'"d like to close by introducing the

next speaker, who is my neighbor, Cassandra

Sol ar.

MS. TRAVERS: Good ahead and speak,
pl ease.

MS. SOLAR: My name i s Cassandra
McKenna Sol ar. That is C-a-s-s-a-n-d-r-a,
S-o-l-a-r. I am nine years old, and | oppose

the FWS proposal to delist the Gray Wbl f.

Wbl ves are intelligent mammal s. They
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work in packs |ike teams. Losi ng wolves to me
woul d be |like | osing our best friends. Wbl ves
are said to be mean, but they are quick-witted
and strong. Wbl ves can sense when anot her
animal is sick with a disease or parasite and
will remove the weaker animal from harm, which
prevents the disease from spreading.

Wbl ves al so are hel pful to nature
because they help control the moose and el k
popul ation. And ot her animals known and
scavengers, |ike ravens and coyotes, eat
the leftovers after the wolves have eat en.

Leftovers fromthe wolves also
help feed the soil. Wbl ves al so protect our
ecosystem by preventing elk from overeating the
streams and rivers. In the past, wolves were
killed on sight before they were put on the
Endangered Species List in 1974 and were

protected by the government.

| think wolves are |ike dogs, but
they are more wild and bigger. | believe the
government should protect wol ves. They are not
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harmful to humans or our pets, and there should
be more wolves all over the country.

| am Cassandra McKenna Sol ar, and this
is why | |ove wolves and why wol ves should be
protected.

Thank you.

MS. TRAVERS: My name i s Margaret
Maguire, Ma-g-u-i-r-e. And | am here today
to speak out for the wolves and give my voice
to the wol ves. | strongly believe that the
wol ves should not be delisted because that means
that this beautiful animl can be hunted down,
and not only hunted down with guns, but also
with traps.

Traps are cruel and inflict horrific

injuries. The United States is considered a
first-world country, and I am from Ger many and
|l ive since many years in Frederick. And |I'm so

often told that the United States is one of the
greatest or the greatest country in the world,
and | really think this country should act

accordingly.
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When | saw in your presentation you
saying the wolf has reached its proper
popul ation, this is hard to believe.

| mean, who is determ ning that
anyway?

Pl ease don't delist the wolves, and
ban trapping.

Thanks.

MS. TRAVERS: Thank you.

" m going to call the next ten names:
Ashl ey Chengeri an, Brock Evans, Susan Hol mes,
Sylvia Fallon, Kenneth Kukavich, James Manfull.

El ai ne Aroadhead, Sarah Gam and Brooks Brown.

Leda Hut a.

Next speaker, pl ease.

MS. STEWART: Hi . My name is Beth
Stewart, and | just returned from a two-week

trip to Yellowstone with 12 other amateur
phot ographers to photograph wildlife.
Specifically, we went to see wol ves.

Normal |y, we take our tourist dollars

to Africa to photograph their Apex predators,
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but this year we chose Yell owstone because of
the comeback wolves have been making. We wer e
fortunate to see and photograph a Junction Butte
Pack, including their four pups. These wol ves
attracted even more tourists than the ubiquitous
grizzlies.

We've heard a | ot tonight about how
beneficial wolves are to the ecosystem, but
It's also important to remember how extremely
beneficial they can be to the economny.

But just as in certain m smanaged
areas of Africa, animals who have experienced
hunting pressure and are wary of humans do not
bring in much-needed tourist revenue because
they are too difficult for tourists to view.

You can keep wildlife -- you can keep
more wildlife tourist dollars here in the United
States, but only if you don't give up on them
before the job is done.

Thank you.

MS. TRAVERS: Thank you.

Next speaker.
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MS. AROADHEAD: My name i s El aine
Aroadhead. I live in Virginia. And | want to
tal k about the humane aspect -- the inhumane
aspects of delisting.

This brings out all of the fear and

hate and allows something |ike this to happen,
which | have just come from Europe, and | hope
that this would never be all owed. This is a

picture of a man grinning while a wolf is
agoni zing in a trap.

s this what we do in a civilized
country? | have just come back fromltaly.
Wol ves are fully protected, and, not only that,
the shepherds are given dogs. They are given by
the region. Leg traps are not allowed, and the
peopl e cohabit.

| don't say they |love the wol ves.
This happens, but they cohabit, and they do not
all ow this behavior.

Are we any less civil than the
Eur opeans?

MS. TRAVERS: Thank you.
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Coul d you spell your name for record?

MS. AROADHEAD: A-r-o0-a-d-h-e-a-d.

MS. TRAVERS: Thank you.

Next speaker.

MR. SCHULTZ: My name is Connor
Schultz, C-o0-n-n-o-r, S-c-h-u-l-t-z. And I'm
with the National Campaign Office of the Sierra
Cl ub.

The Sierra Club considers the
recovery and reintroduction of the wolf a great
ESA success story. But if we stop now before
it's done, decades of hard work could be
negat ed.

To paraphrase Joe Biden, Bringing the
wol f back fromthe brink is a big freakin' deal.

Wol ves are emblematic of America's
| ast wild areas and our nation's wildlife scene
and serve as a rem nder of the strength and
beauty of the natural world.

They're vitally important to
mai nt ai ning the natural bal ance, cutting out

weak and sick animals to keep el k and deer
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popul ations in check and healthy.

The rippling benefits of wolf
rei ntroduction in Yell owstone can be seen
t hroughout the region fromthe re-appearance of
the WIllow and Aspen trees, to the return of
the Beavers and increased population to the Red
Foxes.

There's even an economy growi ng for
wildlife here. These benefits could be enjoyed
el sewhere if the wolf is properly reintroduced
to its original range. The proposal to delist
i s based on a single study that has not been
peer reviewed and relies on a wildlife
classification theory that is not generally
accepted within the scientific community.

There are few, if any, wolves in most
of their home ranges today.

The Sierra Club feels that now is the
time to hunker down and finish the job of wolf
recovery, not abandon wolves to the kind of
destructive forces that endangered themin the

first place.
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Thank you for holding this hearing,
for reviewing the science, and for allowi ng us
to testify. We urge you to protect the wolf and
keep the species in the American wil derness,
where it belongs, not just in the American
Museum of Natural History.

Thank you.

MS. TRAVERS: Thank you.

Next speaker.

MS. HUTA: My name is Leda Huta,
L-e-d-a, H-u-t-a. |"mthe Executive Director
of the Endangered Species Coalition, which is
comprised of hundreds of member groups, from
nati onal to | ocal environmental organizations
across the country, as well as scientific,

faith, outdoor recreation, community and other

groups.

Toget her our groups represent
mllions of Americans, such as those who are
here tonight. We care about wildlife and want

to see America's threatened and endanger ed

speci es protected.
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It's been an honor for me to hear each
one of these stories fromthe heart. And with
so much joy that our members have had witnessing
the reintroduction of the Wolf to Yellowstone in
1995, it's sad to see that work undone. Those
are brave and important times for Fish and
WIldlife Service.

Ameri cans continue to support wol ves

I n overwhel m ng numbers. Polls consistently
show a support for native species, including
wol ves specifically. 84 percent of Americans

support the Endangered Species Act. 87 percent
believe that the Gray Wbolf is a vital part of
America's wilderness and natural heritage. And
92 percent favor science over politics when
maki ng wildlife decisions; however, today our
members are di sheartened to see the disregard of
science around the wolf. The Gray Wolf reigns
t hroughout the United States and deserves to be
protected in all of its suitable habitats.

Wbl f scientists stated in their May

| etter to the Fish and W ldlife Service, we
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do not believe that the rule reflects the

concl usions of our work or the best-avail able
science concerning the recovery of wolves, or is
i n accordance with the fundamental purpose of

t he Endangered Species Act.

The Fish and Wldlife Service did an
i ncredi ble job bringing back the Bald Eagle, and
t he wol ves deserve the same exact treatment as
the Bald Eagle, to be delisted only when the job
I s done.

The Endangered Species Coalition has
al ready gathered more than 50,000 comments
calling for the continued protections of the
wol ves in the | ower 48. Toget her our member
groups have already gathered more than 500, 000
| etters. And these are fromindividuals from
across the country, not from liberal bastion of
certain cities. These are individuals such as
Jody Young from Lakesi de, Arizona; Barbara
Trocher from Larchmont, New York; Nicole
Hatfi el d, Kingwood, Texas; Diana Posner,

Ol ympi a, Washi ngton; Jonat han --
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MS. TRAVERS: Thank you very much.

Next speaker, pl ease.

MS. CHENGERI AN: Hi . " m Ashl ey
Chengeri an, C-h-e-n-g-e-r-i-a-n, and I'mfrom
New York City. | took a vacation day from worKk
today so that |I could be here on behalf of the
Gray Wol f.

| want to give an exanple past the

| ower 48 with regards to tourism and estimate

records.

This past spring, | decided to take a
real vacation to Al aska. As a National Parks
Department site, Denali one of the best pl aces
in the world to see wild wolves. | spent

t housand of dollars on the trip.

After days inside the park visiting
the deepest parts accessible and talking to
various park rangers, tour guides and | ocal
residents, | soon |earned that their total
popul ation in the entire park was actually 45
i ndi viduals, a number which has never been

recorded as so low in the survey data from
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1986 through today.

Throughout the world, we constantly
hear of species in peril. Just this summer,
Africa's Western Black Rhino was decl ared
officially extinct. How then do we | eopardize
the livelihood of the Gray Wolf, a symbol of
American as strong as the Bald Eagle and Bison?

The urgency of protecting wolves is
not a matter for future generations. It is a
responsibility our country must face today.

| ask you to keep the Gray Wolf I|isted
for the sake of our nation's ecol ogy and econony
and so that a tourist |ike me may one day
experience the siting of a wild wolf.

Thank you so much for your time.

MS. TRAVERS: Thank you.

Next speaker, pl ease.

MR. EVANS: Hi . My name is Brock
Evans. | ve been working at the Endangered
Species Institute for the past 40 years, and
" m here representing the Federation of Western

Out door Clubs, which is active in the western
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states right now. We have some very strong

concerns and di sagreements with the proposed

rul e.

There's already been so much el oquent
testimony here, | don't want to repeat it all
over again, but I'd Iike to just disclose three

observations.

First, that the clear mandate of the
Endangered Species Act is that science rules.
When they're speaking of science determ ning
whet her a species is endangered or not, they
didn't mean political science. They meant
bi ol ogi cal science when they said this sort of
t hi ng. And that's very, very important. That ' s
number one. Science really rules. Real science
rul es.

Secondly, there's been a |ot of talk
about recovery and what the standards are for
recovery and things |like that. Well, | don't
know all the legalities of it, but surely
recovery has to mean real recovery, really doing

the job to real health, not just fragments here
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and there, but to real health so that there can

be no question that the job isn't only hal fway

done.

Finally, back to you folks, and | know
many of you personally. | think you guys are
gr eat. You' ve done a great job over the years
here. Remember who you are. Yes, it's your

ar ea. You have to take all kinds of testimony.
But in your hearts and in your lives and in your
m ssion, you're stewards. You' re guardi ans of
somet hi ng.

A VOI CE: Yeah.

MS. TRAVERS: Pl ease. Pl ease don't do
that while he's speaking.

MR. EVANS: You' re guardi ans. You're
not here calling balls and strikes, impartial or
anything Iike that. You are stewards of a real
treasure, an irreplaceable treasure, and you're
not supposed to give it away. You've taken us a
| ong way to get there in the |last 20 years.

Stay the course. Don't blow it now.

Thank you.
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MS. TRAVERS: Thank you.

Next speaker, pl ease.

MS. HOLMES: Hel | o. My names i s Susan
Hol mes, H-o0-l-me-s. And |I'm here today on
behal f of myself and my husband and our two
chil dren, Aubrey, she's age six, and Catherine,
age nine. And |I'm here to speak in opposition
to the proposed rule to remove the Gray Wl f
from the Endangered Species List.

This summer, my famly traveled to
Yel | owst one Nati onal Park. And thanks to the
| eadership and the bol dness of the Fish and
WIldlife Services in the 1990s, we were able to
experience wol ves.

In the early dawn, we went to Lamar
Val l ey, and there we watched a wolf pack playing
and feeding in a meadow. It was for me and ny
children an opportunity to truly connect with
the wild, and it was definitely the highlight of
our trip.

Yet as so many people have said, the

j ob of wolf recovery is far from done. Today
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roughly 5,000 wol ves account for only about 5
percent of the animal's historic range.

Est abli shing wolf populations in the remaining
habitat in the Northeast, Southern Rocky
Mount ai ns, Sout hwest and Pacific Northwest,
woul d secure a future for wolves and allow the
wol ves to play an important ecological role in
more of their former range.

As ot her people have said, they are

critical to keeping an ecosystem whole, not only
as a symbol of wild, but something that can
restore wild places.

Our nations | eading conservation and
wol f bi ol ogi sts agree that now is not the time
to remove wolves fromthe Endangered Species
Act . They believe that if we abandon wol f
protection now, we will put wolf recovery across
the | ower 48 at serious risk.

As a former New Engl ander, | one day
dream of a time when we can experience wolves in

the east. According to scientists fromthe

W ldlife Conservation Society, Maine has an
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excell ent habitat that can support a popul ation
of at | east 575 wol ves.

| urge Secretary Jewell to heed the
concerns of our nation's biologists and famlies
|l i ke mne and to continue protection and
restoration of the Gray WIf so that this dream
can some day become a reality.

Thank you.

MS. TRAVERS: Thank you.

Next speaker.

MR. KUKOVI CH: Good eveni ng. My
name i s Ken Kukovich, K-u-k-o0-v-i-c-h. ' m
representing myself, my famly, my children, and
all their children into the future.

| do not support the U. S. Fish and
W ldlife proposal to remove the Gray Wbl f from
the list of endangered and threatened wildlife.
As a person who grew up roam ng and exploring
t he woods, enjoying the presence of wildlife and
hunting with my father, | strongly support the
continued protection of the Gray WIf under the

Endangered Species Act.
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Removi ng wol ves from t he
Endangered Species Act threatens to reverse
gains made in their population sizes in recent
years. W t hout protection, they will once again
become vul nerable to being hunted to extinction.

In fact, this is now what has been
potentially set in motion in Wyom ng, |daho and
Mont ana, three states where wolves are no | onger
Federally protected and are left to state
management .

In these states, it has become open
season on hunting wol ves. In Montana there was
even a Facebook page that promotes and
cel ebrates the killing of wolves.

During the past two years, hunters
have killed nearly 1,200 wolves since they were
delisted as a protected species in these three
st ates. Unli ke most ot her game, wolves do not
provide a source of food to hunters.

In the case of Montana, hunting season
for wolves began on September 15t h. And as of

t hat date, nearly 6,000 state residents, at a
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cost of $19 each, had purchased licenses to

hunt the remaining 625 wolves in the state. An
addi tional 370 out-of-state hunters also
purchased a hunting license. There's al so
hunters, trappers and archers that significantly
out number the remaining 600 wol ves.

In the case of Idaho, hunters and
trappers killed 698 wolves during the |ast two
seasons which was more than the esti mated
popul ation of 683 wolves at the end of 2012.

| strongly urge you to not delist the
Gray Wol f.

MS. TRAVERS: Thank you. l'"d like to
call the next ten names in the interest of time.

Deni se Gal |l agher, Judy Stobbe, Nardi
Hobl er, Rosemary Call ahan, Judith M|l er, Diana
Paul sen, Kelin Waters, Spencer W I hem Madel ei ne
Carey, Gary Still man.

Next speaker, please.

MR. BROWNE: Hi . My name i s Brooks
Br owne. That's B-r-o0-o0-k-s, B-r-o0-w-n-e. And
' m here representing mysel f. And my position
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Is that the Fish and WIldlife Services should
not support proposal to delist the Gray Wbl f.

So we've heard a | ot of great
speakers, but what has all this got to do with
securing wolves from extinction? Well, you've
heard the numbers about where the wolves have
al ready been delisted. You' ve heard what the
states have done. You' ve just heard anot her
speaker talk about the numbers of hunting
permts and so on.

Wher ever you're getting your numbers,
| think they need to be updated. Yes, we've
exceeded conservation goals in that region, and
those are sort of black and white numbers that
you all | ook at. But I'"m not really optim stic
t hat wol ves have conpl etely taken hold, even in
the areas where they've been delisted.

And let's | ook at Apex predators in

gener al . | just got back from Africa having
done some volunteer work with cheet ahs. | was
i n Southern Africa in Nam bi a. Cheet ahs have a

vi abl e popul ation in Southern Africa, at | east
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i n Nam bi a. There may be 10, 000 |l eft. But
cheet ahs used to be all over Africa, all over
| ndia, all over the M ddl e East. There are few
| eft in lran, but they're in less than 28
countries now. And |'m not sure that with the
size of Nam bia they're a really sustainable
popul ati on.

The same could be said of the Bl ack
Rhi no. The tiger you could just forget about.
It's al most gone. There's more in captivity
than in the wild, and so on.

So even though we have what, quote,
unquote, m ght be sustainable popul ations,
vi abl e popul ations, in places where you've
delisted, | don't believe that, with all the
hunting and everything else going on, that we
can really sit back and feel secure that the job
I s done.

| don't think it is. | think there
are many ecol ogical reasons to promote wolves in
ot her states, and so | hope you can do what you

can do to do the right thing.
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Thank you.

MS. TRAVERS: Thank you.

Next speaker, pl ease.

MR. W LHEM Good eveni ng, gentl emen.
My name is Spencer W /| hem S-p-e-n-c-e-r,
Wi-l-h-e-m

| was born and raised and Wyom ng.
|"ve also lived in Washington State and Arizona
and all during the time of the wolf return.

l"ma former hunter and a |livestock
owner, and | now |live in New YorKk. And | 'm the
operations manager of the Wbl f Conservation
Center. "' m here to speak on their behal f.

The Wbl f Conservation Center believes,
and with the scientific experts agrees, that
nati onal delisting at this time is seen as
premat ure.

We' ve heard a | ot about all these
ecosystems that can still support the wolf.

In fact, you can actually hear many of them
scream ng for the return of this keystone

speci es.
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Now, it's supposed to be about
science, but, yes, there's money in it, too.
Every year the WIf Conservation Center, we take
small groups to the Rocky Mountain States for
the sole purpose of seeing wolves in their
native | andscapes.

Now, within just two short weeks, we
di sbursed nearly $60,000 in tourism spending
into those |local communities.

Now, what can these benefits be for
the ecosystems or environments that don't have
wol ves but could? All right.

And lastly, if U S. Fish and W ldlife
Service continues to move forward with this
premature delisting, in spite of listening to
t he best-avail able science and the fact that a
maj ority of the Americans do support wol ves as
part of our wilderness and our heritage, then
we're going to be opening the door to more
political assaults on wolves and other imperiled
speci es.

Now, we al most came cl ose to
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exterm nating the wolf once before. The
Endangered Species Act gave us a second chance
to right this wrong. Well, now, delisting is a
political decision. For the sake of wolves, the
environment and the integrity of science, we ask
you, we urge you not to kill so many years of
recovery.

Thanks.

Oh, and, by the way, my six-year-old
daughter came to join us tonight, as well.

MS. TRAVERS: Thank you.

Next speaker, pl ease.

MS. FALLON: My name is Sylvia Fallon,
F-a-1-1-0-n. l"ma director of the Wldlife
Conservation Project for NRDC, the Natural
Resources Defense Council. And on behalf of our
more than 4 mllion members and activists, we'll
be submtting detailed witten comments on the
Service's proposal to remove the endangered
species protections from Gray Wbl ves across nmost
of the U.S.

But as a scientist, | wanted to use
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this opportunity to express my concern about one
of the most troubling aspects of the Service's
proposal, which is its use of science. And, in
particular, | amtroubled by the Service's
i nvolvement in and relying on the Chambers
taxonom c review.

While the Service provided that it
just wanted an evaluation of the scientific
I nformati on, the Chanmbers document simply is not
an effective independent eval uation of the
taxonomy of Cani d. The Chambers document was
created by four agency biologists who were
directed by the U . S. Fish and Wldlife Service
to identify alternative taxonom c units for
managi ng the wol ves under the Endangered Species
Act; that is, the study was motivated by the
Service's desire to address a specific policy
| Ssue.

It was conducted exclusively by agency
bi ol ogi sts, and the results were then published
in the Fish and WIldlife Service Journal. None

of this is reflective best-avail able science
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st andar d. And, in fact, this approach goes far
afield fromthe Service's |long-held practice of
relying only on standard taxonom c distinction,
as is determ ned by the biological expertise of
the scientific community.

By creating, publishing and accepting
t he Chambers document, what the Service has done
has effectively trumped the science of the
process by declaring an outcome in an area of
active research in a way that has significant
policy implications for the management of wol ves
in the U S.

We believe the best course of action
for the service is to abandon its reliance on
the Chambers review and continue to recogni ze
the Gray Wolf as a species that historically
occupies much of the |lower 48 states, including
t he Eastern U. S.

MS. TRAVERS: Thank you.

Next presenter, please.

MS. GALLAGHER: My name i s Denise

Gal | agher, G-a-l-1-a-g-h-e-r.
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Last year | visited Wyom ng and
Mont ana. | was awed and amazed by the beauty
contained within these st ates. | hoped and
prayed that | would be privileged to see a wolf
or wolf famly during my stay. | never did, but
| hold out the hope that | mght in the future.

| want my children and their children
to be able to have the hope of seeing a wolf in
the wild and the | arge diversity of other
wildlife, as well.

| f the Fish and WIldlife Service
delists the wolf now before the species is fully
recovered, that hope may be | ost. | f the wolf
is delisted now, we defeat the original purpose
of the Endangered Species Act, which is to
preserve the diversity of wildlife in our own
country, regardless of what is happening
gl obal ly.

When we have stayed the course in the
past, we have succeeded in recovering other
endangered speci es. Let's stick with policies

t hat have worked in the past when it comes to
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the wolf so that this species has the greatest
chance for recovery.

Wol ves deserve it. Americans want it.
Deci sions should be made not for the benefit of
special interests, but for the benefit of all
Ameri cans who deserve to have the full diversity
of wildlife preserved in their country.

Thank you.

MS. TRAVERS: Deni se, could you spel
| ast name for the record?

MS. GALLAGHER: D-e-n-i-s-e.
Gal | agher, G-a-l-1-a-g-h-e-r.

MS. TRAVERS: Thank you.

Next speaker.

MR. MANFULL: Hi . My name is James
Manfull, Ma-n-f-u-I-1I. And |'m speaking for
myself and on behalf of the national nonprofit,
Living Wth Wl ves. And first 1'd like to
commend U.S. Fish and WIldlife for its success
and their hard work, but I think it's qualified
success. And to hear the tone of U.S. Fish and

WIildlife Service, lately it sounds as though the
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goal post has simply moved.

They're saying now that we're done.
We've reached the goal. We can wal k away. But
wol ves have yet to return to much of the
avail abl e habitat that they historically belong,
pl aces where the | and continues to feel their
absence since they were wi ped out so many years
ago.

And the record shows what delisting
will bring. In the states where the ESA
protections have already been conmpletely
removed, wolves are aggressively hunted. The
wol f numbers are in decline right now today even
wi t hout this proposed delisting.

So it raises the question, why deli st
wol ves nationwi de when nearly every wolf in the
| ower 48 |lives and dies in a place where they've

al ready been delisted?

The proposal would, in essence,
decl are wol ves recovered in all of their former
range, including Col orado, Utah, California and

Nevada. So think about that. We're sayi ng

VERITEXT NATIONAL COURT REPORTING COMPANY
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830




o N o o B~ W NP

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

Page 116

we're finding wolves recovered in places where

there are no wol ves.
The Endangered Species Act was
desi gned specifically to ensure that our

nati onal heritage of wild places and wild

creatures would not be subverted by econom c

expedi ency and | ocal politics.

If we move forward with this proposal,

It will mean that politics and money have the
final say. Not science, not common sense, not
our heritage and not our posterity. Uphol d the

Endangered Species Act, please, and allow the

wolf to recover.
MS. TRAVERS: Thank you.

Next speaker.

MS. M LLER: Good eveni ng. My name i s

Judith Ml er. | have come here from Florida to

speak out for our American Gray Wbl ves.

| oppose this proposal that the U.S.

Fish and WIldlife Service has announced to

delist wolves fromthe Endangered Species Act.

| am al so hand-delivering with me a folder

ful
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of comments and signatures from peopl e of
several states who couldn't make it here to this
hearing that also oppose the proposal to deli st
our American wolves fromthe endangered species
list.

| emphasize on our American wol ves
because, we may have created borders that
represent states, but we are united as one
country. And as a U. S. Citizen | say, our

wol ves need to be protected.

They are not Montana's wol ves, |daho
or W sconsin's wol ves. They are America's Gray
Wbl ves. They are to be respected as a predator

that is an i mportant part of our wild | ands, of
our natural heritage.

We have many studies now that gives
i nsight and knowl edge of the vital role wolves
play for healthy, abundant ecosystems. They
contradict the fairytales and lies that some
people choose to continue to believe, and others
make big money from of the Big Bad WIf i mage.

We know now that state management does
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not worKk. We see how |l daho, Montana, W sconsin
and others promote, in every way, to exterm nate
wol ves with snares, traps, poisons, shoot on
sight and even wolf houndi ng.
It's not about wolf management to
t hese states. It's about destroying wolves.
They pass corrupt | aws and all ow hei nous
activity that is crim nal and unethical.
Taking wolves off the list already
I n select regions has been a death warrant for
wol ves. Wth this kind of mentality in state

management, surely taking wolves off the

Endangered Species List in all of the 48 states
will continue this terrorismon our wolves, on
our wildlife, until all of them are dead.

Thank you.

MS. TRAVERS: Thank you, ma'am

Next speaker, pl ease.

MS. STOBBE: " m Judy Stobbe.
J-u-d-y, S-t-o0-b-b-e.

|"ve been devoted to wolves since

2006, and | am very opposed to the Obama
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Adm ni stration's proposal to elimnate a

essential federal protections for our Gray

Wol ves.

Recently, Roy and | visited Busch
Gardens, W IIliamsburg, Virginia, and we were
thrilled to happen upon their newly introduced

wol f program

The fam |y included young adults,
an ol der wol f, almost white. He was | earning
husbandry skills from a trainer that was right
next to him and wolf pups that came out at
5:45. Their mother was a surrogate brown
spotted Dal mati an and they m nded her.

The young adults were being trained
to be integrated into a wolf pack, and soon.
And these wolves came froma wildlife refuge in
Mont ana. | have read books about wol ves. They
are, without question, part of the fabric of the
heritage of our nation, and every bit as
| mportant as the early ranchers who settl ed out
west and soon became nmore territorial than the

Gray Wbl ves themsel ves.
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The Gray Wbl f was the guide to
| ndi ans, keeping them out of harm s way, howling
on a rock to warn them of impendi ng danger as
the Native Americans made their way on their
nomadi ¢ journey in the thaw.

Our Gray Wolves are not political
pawns to get through budget crises as they were
March 30th, 2011, when they were |literally the
victimof a closet deal with Obama and John
Lamb.

We know they're predatory, and we've
heard that they are necessary for bal ance of
ecosystens. They don't attack sheep if they're
gui ded away from them

MS. TRAVERS: Thank you very much.

Next speaker, pl ease.

MS. CAREY: My name i s Madel ei ne
Carey, Ma-d-e-l-e-i-n-e, C-a-r-e-y. l'"m from
Al buquer que, New Mexico, where the wolves have
been part of my life for a very long time. I
even had the privilege to work with captive

popul ati ons on ranches.
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These days | |ive in Bedford,
Massachusettes, where | attend Tufts University
and am studyi ng biology and urban studies.

My interests lie not in ecology or
ant hropol ogy but the intersection of the two,
how we can |live in harmony with wild things.

"' m here today because of nmy personal
conviction that it is our duty as westerners,
Ameri cans and scientists to manage and preserve
our natural resources in a way that is ethical,
econom cally sustainable and ecol ogically
consci ous.

But |I'm also here because | can read
the science and the policy. | know things are
going wel |l . | know there are certain boxes that
have been checked off. But | also know we're
not finished yet.

| feel you need connections with the

wol ves of the west. They are |ike college
students, independent and strong, al most ready
to stand on their own in the real world. But

|l i ke me, the wolves are not ready for total
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| ndependence.

In time, | will be ready to take on
the world on my own. The same could be said for
the wol ves. The popul ati ons have exceeded the

m ni mum recovery goals, and there are a good
number of breeding pairs in the wld. But
public perception of the wolves isn't quite
there.

So this is why | stand before you
today, to ask you to Federally protect all
wol ves. The cultural climate is not allowi ng
the science to succeed. I f we want to use
science to create best management practices, we
have to find a way for the science to talk to
the real world and for the real world to
understand the science.

It's an undeni able fact that a
| andscape with the wolf is healthier and more
robust than a | andscape without.

| ask you, on behalf of the youth of
America, to finish what you started and | eave us

with a west that we will be proud to fight for
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and a precedent that gives us the means to do

so.

Thank you.

MS. TRAVERS: Thank you.

Next speaker, please.

MS. HOBLER: " m Nardi Hobler. That's
N-a-r-d-i, H-o-b-Il-e-r.

| came from St. Louis to speak as a
private individual and on behalf of the
Endangered Wl f Center.

Wol ves have been in the cross hairs
of my heart since 1972 when the | ate Carol and
Marlin Perkins, along with Dr. M chael W Fox
and others concerned about the wolf founded the
W 1ld Canid Survival Research Center, now call ed
t he Endangered Wolf Center.

On behalf of the Endangered Wolf
Center, | wish to state we do not favor the
premat ure delisting of the Gray Wbl f. The
proposal fails to define important specifics
in regard to the protection for the Mexican Gray

Wbl ves, which may end up causing delays in its
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recovery efforts.

Further, world-renowned scientists
voi ce opposition to Gray Wolf delisting. The
speci es has not fully recovered in much of its
hi storic range, still absent in California,

Col orado and Ut ah. And they oppose, as do I,
handi ng over the wolf management to the

I ndi vidual states, not to be shown as successf ul
with such small popul ati ons.

"' m not going to deliver numbers of
dead wol ves. But the yearly wolf kill in many
states is simply unsustainable, and it wil
devastate the Gray WIf popul ation.

From Dr. M chael Fox, the
follow ng statement: Hunti ng damages wol f pack
structure, does not serve to resolve or reduce
verified |livestock degradations, nor does it
I ncrease | ocal public acceptance of the wolf.

It serves only the interests of those who enjoy
and profit from shooting and trapping wol ves.
Wth the wolf hunt beginning tomorrow in

Wom ng, no wolf is safe.
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The state has designated to reduce
Wom ng's wolf population by 60 percent, | eaving
just 100 Gray Wl ves outside of Yell owstone.

At the beginning of my remarks | used
the word cross hairs. That's exactly where our
wol ves stand today.

MS. TRAVERS: Thank you. Thank you.

Next presenter, please.

MS. WATERS: My name is K-e-I|-i-n.
Wat er s. | come to you today hoping to change
your m nds. The past few years have seen a

country ravaged by war, divided by opposition
and devastated by | oss. | speak not about the
tragedi es suffered by our men and women
overseas, but by the current ridiculous campaign
to exterm nate wol ves. And it is, in a word,
ridiculous to allow Gray Wbl ves to be removed
from the Endangered Species List. Just the
proposal of such maneuver brought about the

sl aughter of thousands of wolves, including

def ensel ess pups.

They have been shot, gassed,
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strangled, bled dry in traps, and then hung or

mounted |ike trophies, such a bitter end to such
a graceful and magnificent ani mal. No creature
deserves to be killed in such a manner.

And, of course, because you are
I mpartial and have |listened to several experts
and have heard extensive amount of facts about
Gray Wolves, | will stick to what | feel is
best, and that is the truth.

If removed from their protected
status, wolves will be wiped out in this
country. Since the initial proposal, there has
been a systematic attempt to rid this country of
wol ves, headed by ranchers and big game hunters
and funded by, honestly, ignorant gover nment
officials, using outdated research as a basis
for their, honestly, baseless accusations about
these animals as a nuance and a danger.

Human bei ngs are supposed to be the
most advanced species, and, honestly, with so
much technol ogy at our disposal, it is amazing

that we still continue to resort to the most

VERITEXT NATIONAL COURT REPORTING COMPANY
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830




o N o o B~ W NP

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

Page 127

basi c and brutal of solutions in order to solve
what we perceive to be a problem

We claimto be a superior species,
and if that is the truth, then we can come up

with a reasonable comprom se to |ive in harmony

wi t h wol ves. And, honestly, what it comes down
to is wll. Wbl ves have shown a resilience that
rivals our own. They want to be --

MS. TRAVERS: Thank you very much.

We need the next speaker, please.

Thank you.

MS. PAULSEN: Good eveni ng. My name
is Diana Paul sen, P-a-u-Il-s-e-n.

| absolutely do not support the
Service's proposal to delist the Gray Wl f and
abandon the original intent of the Act. Wbl f
recovery is not yet complete. It is too early
to declare victory and wal k away, stripping
wol ves of the vital ESA's protection.

| have al ways thought of America as
a | eader in the world concerning global issues,

such as medical and scientific research,
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programs to aid those worl dwi de with hunger and
di sease, paving the way for household product
compani es and cosmetic industries to end ani mal
testing in their | abs and establishing

organi zati ons such as ASPCA, HSUS, Defenders of
Wldlife, just to name a few, to be the voice of
wi | dlife across the world.

Learning to coexist with all the human
and ani mal beings on our plant is a challenge,
but one we are most capabl e of achieving.

A nation can be judged on how it regards human
and animal I|ife.

Proverbs 12:10 states, that a
ri ghteous man regards the life of his beast.
When God gave man dom ni on over the earth, that
meant that we are to act as God's stewards in
caring for and protecting, with compassion, what
happens on the earth, for all inhabitants, human
and ani mal .

Pl ease keep the magnificent wolf under
the protection of the ESA and |let those with the

knowl edge pioneer creative and equal strategies

VERITEXT NATIONAL COURT REPORTING COMPANY
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830




o N o o B~ W NP

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

Page 129

for promoting coexistence between wolves and

man.

Thank you.

MS. TRAVERS: Thank you.

Next speaker, please.

MS. CALLAHAN: Hi . "' m Rosemary
Cal | ahan, C-a-1-1-a-h-a-n. | " m basically
representing myself. "' m not a scientist. Many

ot her people have made very el oquent arguments
as to why the wolves should not be delisted.

And | could not say anything more than they have
al ready said, except that we need to protect
these ani mals and keep them on the Endangered
Species List because we do not live in a perfect
wor | d. In a perfect world, you wouldn't need

t he Endangered Species List.

We're seeing what's happening in the
states where we've already delisted these
animals, and to have this fantasy that the other
states will not respond in the same manner is
unconsci onable, and it is disappointing to the

American public, who has put their trust in you
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to safeguards these ani mals.

You came up here yourselves and showed
us a Power Point at the beginning of this, trying
to show us how successfully wolves have been
reestablished.

Thi s Power Point covered | ess than
10 percent of the country. | f these wolves were
reestabli shed the way that you say they are, you
woul d see them the way we're seeing American
Eagl es.

We're not seeing that. We're seeing
peopl e goi ng out and hunting and killing them
off entirely in the states where they have been
del i st ed. We need to safeguard these ani mals
for our children and for the American public,
who, as a majority, do not support what you're
doing now.

And to think -- also, another thing to
keep in mnd is that the Federal government may
be cutting your budget, but the state budgets
have been devastated, even as these states were

willing to endorse protecting these ani mals.
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They don't have the budgets to do it. Only the
Federal government can do this. And we really
need to remenber that and try to protect these
ani mal s because that's what the American people
want .

We don't want the NRA and farmers
and ranchers determ ning the fate of an entire
speci es. Because once you start with the
wol ves, they're going to get rid of every other
ani mal that they can.

Thank you.

MS. TRAVERS: Thank you.

Next speaker, pl ease. Next speaker,
pl ease.

Okay. ' m going to call the list.

Christine McMurry. Robi n Russell.
Robert W I ki nson, Frederick Monroe, Amanda
M| ster, John Gnrorer, Nancy Corey.

Speaker, please.

MR. GMRORER: Good eveni ng. My name
I's John Gnrorer. First name J-o0-h-n. Last name

Gmr-o-r-e-r. |'"ve come here from New Jersey.

VERITEXT NATIONAL COURT REPORTING COMPANY
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830




o N o o B~ W NP

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

Page 132

And I'm simply a taxpayer who's being forced to
pay for this madness. And |I'm here to speak
toni ght on behalf of the wolves and ask that
they not be delisted.

| have a passion for visiting the
nati onal parks, the parks which you are supposed
to protect.

Last year, while visiting Montana and
visiting Glacier National Park, outside the park
at a restaurant/bar there was a sign, bring in a
dead wolf, get a free pizza. "' m wonderi ng how
many pizzas you're going to be supporting with
the delisting of these Gray Wbl ves.

Last month | spent 10 days in
Yel |l owstone in the Grand Tetons, my third visit
to those parks. |'ve yet to see a Gray WI f at
t hose parks, even though they're supposed to be
there. | was there with thousands of Americans
and busl oads of European, Japanese, Chinese
travelers, who traveled thousands of mles to
our national parks just to see those ani mals.

While the park rangers are nice
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people, we're not there to see the park rangers.
We're there to see the ani mls.

| hiked over 60 mles on trails. And
while the trail-heads had warnings of bear and
wolf territory, the only recent sightings were
t hose of bears. There were no recent wol f
sightings.

And the other thing |I need to add is,
with all those tourists and tourists' dollars
that are comng into this country, and now the
government is proposing to delist these ani mals,
which they will be slaughtered, it's no wonder
we're about to go broke and shut down.

Thank you.

MS. TRAVERS: Thank you.

Next speaker, pl ease.

MS. M LSTER: My name i s Amanda
MIlster, A-ma-n-d-a, Mi-l-s-t-e-r.

"Il keep this short and sinmple. Thi s
probably won't be anything you already haven't
heard, but | do oppose this decision to delist

the Gray Wol f.
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The purpose of the ESA is to protect
endangered species and the ecosystem upon which
they depend.

This proposal does not fulfill
this m ssion because it ignores vast areas of
suitable wolf habitat in which the wolf could
recover.

Al t hough this decision is required to
be based upon science, several scientific
experts in the field have publicly stated that
this ruling does not accurately reflect their
wor k or the best-avail able science concerning
Gray Wbl ves.

The previous delisting of wolves
has | ead to extremely aggressive and cruel
management practices that are clearly not based
upon science.

Wth continued protection, the
wol f can continue to recover and resume its
critical role as an Apex predator in our
ecosystens through more of its historic range.

| urge you to reconsider this proposal
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and allow for the recovery of this iconic
speci es. It is a vital part of our national
hi story, culture and economy.

This deci sion does not reflect the
purpose of the ESA, the vital and strong | aw
that has all owed for the recovery of so many
speci es over the past 40 years.

The U.S. Fish and Wldlife Service has
done great work bringing the wolf to this point.
Pl ease see this job through so that my future
children and grandchil dren can share our nation
with this amazing species.

Thank you.

MS. TRAVERS: Thank you.

Next speaker, pl ease.

MS. COREY: Hel | o. My name is Nancy
Corey, and | currently live in the State of
Connecti cut. For several years | have been
aware of the challenges to wolves, endangered
species and our environment, in general. | have
endeavored to support each as |I'm abl e.

| have often said that the wolf is a
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pai nful animal to value, support and appreciate,
as the politics, the polarization and speci al
i nterests that challenge their recovery is
remar kable to me.
This was evident by the 2011 delisting
of the wolves of the Northern Rockies, which
mar ked the very first time ever in history
that a species was removed or added by way of
Congressional action, rather than sound science.
So whet her you care about wol ves or
not, allowing this delisting of the Gray Wl f
across most of the |lower 48, to me, is a dire
predictor for the future of our environment, as
it falls even deeper into the hands of speci al
I nterest groups and away from the protections
t hat sound science, and once you, have afforded
themin times past.
Thank you for considering my comments.
MS. TRAVERS: Thank you.
Next speaker.
MR. RUSSELL: My name i s Robin

Russell, R-u-s-s-e-I|-1. And |'m here this
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evening, along with everybody else, to ask you
to please reconsider the delisting of the Gray
Wol f .

Not to repeat, but | think it's
probably i mportant to reiterate what everybody
has said, that the wolf reintroduction in 1995
was a historic ml|estone event, but it is
unfinished and it is inconmplete.

Why would the United States end this
I ncredi ble project before it is completed? It
makes no sense. As your Director Ashe said, the
wolf is a keystone iconic North American
speci es, wi ped out by man's greed and man's
i gnorance, and then successfully saved.

The wolf is critical to a vital and
heal t hy ecosystem There is overwhel m ng
support from the American public to protect
wol ves, and it is staggering that, in |light of
this, the U.S. Fish and WIldlife Service are
trying to delist wolves even in places that they
currently do not exist. And to have the

audacity to do so in undemocratic ways and
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wi t hout adequate public hearings, how can it be
that in the United States of America the will of
the majority is silenced by the interests of the
few?

If, after more thorough research, wolf
management i s deemed a necessity, then and only
t hen should it be carried out in a scientific
and et hical manner, not left to individual
states and outdated barbaric methods.

The manner in which this delisting is
being carried out is unscientific, unethical and
most surely un-Ameri can.

Thank you.

MS. TRAVERS: Thank you.

Next speaker, pl ease.

MR. MONRCOE: Good eveni ng. My name i s
Dr. Frederick F. Monroe, MoO-n-r-o-e.

There are three sounds that evoke
some of our most primal feelings. They serve
to indelibly Iink us to our past frontier and
wi | derness on which our forbearers settled; the

cry of the Loon, the scream of the Mountain Lion
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and the how of the Wbl f.

In various times in my life, |'ve
wor ked as a field geol ogist and heard all of
them In every instance, my respect for our

wi | derness heritage has increased.

To permt the exterm nation of any of
t hese sound sources is to deny every American
citizen and our visitors a very fundament al
right to the understanding of and appreciation
of how nature has devel oped our history.

To be able to say to yourself, Lewis
and Clark heard these same sounds, brings to the
forefront a sense of history.

| have six children and seven
grandchil dren, and | passionately want each
one of them to hear the sounds in person and be
thrilled by them as | have been, without having
to spend great sums of money on empty vacation
trips.

The resettlement of wolves in the
U.S. has been one of our greatest conservation

accomplishments of my lifetime. It ranks up
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there with Clean Water Act and is a
demonstration that the Endangered Species Act
actually works.

To throw such an achi evement away
when there are proven ways to avoid the negative
aspects of very little thoughts, especially when
comparing the cost of the restoration efforts,
woul d be extreme dereliction of duty on the part
of the Federal government that should not be
condoned.

In this instance, it is not the duty
of the Fish and W Ildlife Service to exacerbate
the already radically skewed predator-prey
rel ati onships, but to restore bal ance as soon as
possi bl e.

Accordingly, | beg you to discontinue
all efforts to delist the Gray WIf fromthe
protections given by the Endangered Species Act,
and, instead, redirect all your efforts
concerning this animal and its subspecies to the
reestablishment of its historic |land range, not

only throughout the west and sout hwest, but also

VERITEXT NATIONAL COURT REPORTING COMPANY
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830




o N o o B~ W NP

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

Page 141

al ong the Northern Tier to the Northeastern U. S.

MS. TRAVERS: Thank you, sir.

Could I please have the next
speaker?

MR. W LKI NSON: Good eveni ng. ' m
Robert W I kinson, Wi-Il-k-i-n-s-o0-n. | come

here representing nmysel f.

| agonized over how to present mysel
here. Do I present nmyself as an environment al
science student majoring, and | will be

graduating three months from now, | earning
from biologists |Iike yourself how i mportant
Apex predators are to the environment? Or do
present myself as a hunter, not |ike the

i ndi vidual from the Safari Club, who sits ther
and goes on a find, hunting behind high fences
to be fair chase.

No. |l"ma true hunter. | understan

f

e

d

what a predator is in the environment, how they

are needed in the environment, how my hunting
made better by having themin the environment.

We sit here -- all of us are here

S
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speaking for the wolves, yet we shouldn't be.
The delisting should come from hard science, not
political science. We're all wasting our time
here talking to you for a political process when
this should be a scientific process.

| thank every one of you who came out
here tonight to speak. Pl ease, please do not
delist the wolf. G ve it a chance.

MS. TRAVERS: Thank you.

Next speaker.

This hearing was scheduled to end at
8:30 p. m Due to the I arge number of registered
speakers, we will take a five-m nute break, and
then we'll reconvene and try to get to the rest
of the speakers.

Thank you. We are off the record.

(Recess taken.)

MS. TRAVERS: We are on the record.

What | would like to do is attempt to
get through the remainder of the speakers.

So we're going to call some nore

names. Gary Stillman, Sarah Gam, Lisa Arken,
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Lawrence Rosenblum John Hadi di an, Ellen Gordon,
John Ham |Iton, Francisco Santiago Avilla, Terri
Avm ol , Jai mye Bart ak.

Could I please have the next speaker?

MR. ROSENBLUM: My name is Lawrence
Rosenblum R-0-s-e-n-b-1-u-m l"ma retired
physician, speaking on behalf of the wolves,
because they cannot speak for thenmsel ves.

They wi sely, studiously avoid
all human contact. Il think they are being
premat urely delisted, and |I think everybody in
this room knows in their hearts that the current
program of | eaving the wolf regulations to those
of the northwestern states is the same thing as
wol f removal .

" m a graduate of Columbia Coll ege. I
have an BS with a major in Zool ogy, and I
| earned three basic principles there about
zool ogy.

First, each creature is perfect in
Its own way; secondly, life altogether is one

beauti ful tapestry; and, third, cooperation in
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nature is as important as competition.

Presi dent Obama al so went to Col umbi a
Col | ege. | think he should have studied more
zool ogy and less political science. Il think it
was foolish and cynical that he delisted the
wol f specifically fromthe Endangered Species
Act .

Wbl ves are an essential part of the
American environment and the |Indians that |ived
with them for is 13,000 years in harmony. Chi ef
Seattle of the Duwam sh Tribe said, what is man
wi t hout the beasts. If all the beasts were
gone, men would die froma great |oneliness of
the spirit, for whatever happens to the beast
al so happens to man. Al'l things are connect ed.
What ever befalls the earth befalls the children
of the earth.

And in the words of John Trudell of
the Santee Sioux Tribe in the 20th Century said,
we must step into reality of natural rights,
because all of the natural world has a right to

exi stence. We are only a small part of it.
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There could be no tradeoff.

Wth removal of the endangered species
protection from Gray Wl ves, this should not be
a political or econom c decision that has
profound i mplications regarding human val ues.

MS. TRAVERS: Thank you very much.

Next speaker, pl ease.

Thank you.

Next speaker, please. We're --

A VOI CE: Call some names.

MS. TRAVERS: | called ten names, sir.

A VOI CE: Call nore.

MS. BARTAK: My name is Jaimye Bart ak.
That's J-a-i-my-e, B-a-r-t-a-Kk. And |'ve come
down from Boston, Massachusetts, to be here
tonight. Thank you for sticking it out so |ong.

" m here to respectfully request that
you i mmedi ately withdraw your proposal to deli st
the Gray Wolf from the Endangered Species
List.

| realize my reasons for com ng here

toni ght are based on three val ues: Prudence,
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justice and trust.

First, since wolves were reintroduced
to the | ower 48 using taxpayer dollars back when
| was a teenager, the ecological and econom c
benefits have been well -document ed. We' ve heard
about how wol ves reduce overgrazing of elk and
the mllions of tourists' dollars that wol ves
attract.

" m sure |l ots of businesses near
sui table wolf habitat would |Iove to see that
ki nd of econom c opportunity, such as places in
Col orado or Northern Maine, a state where |
lived for three years.

Yet the Fish and Wldlife Service
is giving up before wolves have even had a

chance to return to 95 percent of their historic

range.

Why are these areas being left out,
and why are mllions of New Engl anders and New
Yorkers, like myself, being denied the chance to

see wolves in their natural habitat close to

their homes.
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Furt hermore, how does this benefit
the majority of the American taxpayers? | don't
t hi nk you can reasonably say it does.

Second, your delisting plan apparently
does not take into account the extreme vitriol
that is directed towards this species. The wol f
Is a target of vengeance and di srespect on
anot her scale than seem ngly any other
endangered speci es.

For many people, wolves seem to be
a symbol of the Federal government and of a
t hreatening wild nature that must be defil ed or
subdued. These are outdated and unfair views
that are often expressed in painful and
unet hical, but perfectly |egal, hunting and
trappi ng practices; for example, |ast year
a U S. Forrest Service enmployee was
phot ographing himself smling in front of a
trapped bl eeding wolf that was surrounded by a
cheering crowd.

It kept me up for several nights

t hi nki ng about it. Anyone with half a heart
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could see that the wolf is subject to unusual,
aggressive discrimnation, which will be

unl eashed in the form of a bl oodbath once ful
protections are removed.

Finally, we all know protections were
initially initiated by Congress for reasons that
had nothing do with do with science --

MR. TRAVERS: Thank you.

Next speaker, please.

MR. HADI DI AN: Good eveni ng. My name
is John Hadidi an, J-o0o-h-n, H-a-d-i-d-i-a-n. |
am the senior scientist of the WIldlife Program
at the Human Society of the United States.

We fully understand the many
chal | enges that this Service faces with wolf
conservation and protection and appreciate that
you are commtted to using the best-avail able
science and commercial information in making
deci sions.

That science and information should
reflect not on the biology of wolves, but on

their social dimension, as well; that is, how
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people feel about them and act towards them

To a | arge extent, our history of
i nteraction with wolves has been shamef ul,
reckl essly exploitive and | aden with a hatred
and prejudice that rarely, if ever, has been
directed at another wild species.

We have moved past the days when
the elimnation of wolves fromthe | andscape
was a dedicated comm tment of State and Federal
agencies, not to mention private entities, into
an era where now at | east the wolves and their
conservation and protection has a seat at the
t abl e.

It is clear, however, that old
animosities are still alive and that little or
no tolerance exists for wolves in many parts of
their current and former range.

Even where they have reestablished a
t oehol d, wolves are viewed as a resource to be
exploited, not preserved, and every effort seens
to be made to commercialize them in what can

only be called a rush to kill. The Service's
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various efforts to delist wolves have all
premature and failed to meet the central
in seeking their return, reestablishing t

vi abl e presence within the historic range

been
poi nt
he

t hat

rei ntegrates the wolves into full and conmpl ete

ecosystems.

We | ack the sufficient

under st andi ng of wolf taxonomy, biogenetic

hi story, biogeography, habitat and range,

vul nerability of exploitation and di sease

behavi or and soci al organization to allow a new

peri od of human exploitation of these ani

be | aunched.

mals to

The precautionary principle which

we i nvoke here tells us it's better to be safe
than sorry. The best science and commercially
avail able informati on appears to suggest to us a

prudent, not reckless course of action.

Let's gives wolves a chance. We owe

them | east that much, if not nore.
MS. TRAVERS: Thank you, sir.

| m going call ten more names:

Kevi n
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Scrutch, Rob Ross, Dori Simmons, Patricia Soble.
Ryan Benson, Nicole Paquette, Patty McGrat h,
| nes Castro, and Elizabeth Martin.

Next speaker, pl ease.

MR. SCRUTCH: My name i s Kevin
Scrut ch. | represent more than 500 ranchers in
the State of |daho, Montana, Wyom ng and Ut ah.

' m ki ddi ng, folks. | simply
represent myself.

" m here to say thank you very much to
the Fish and Wldlife Service for the job you've
done so far, particularly in light of the fact
t hat you've been asked to i mplement and manage a

act which has a significant amount of ambiguity

to it.

What |I'mreferring to is, sitting
around this roomtonight, listening to the term
recovery. It seems to me you could ask a

rancher in Cody, Wyom ng, and a house husband in
At hens, Georgia, and get two different answers
to that question.

So I think this whole deal comes down

VERITEXT NATIONAL COURT REPORTING COMPANY
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830




o N o o B~ W NP

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

Page 152

to, you have to define recovery, and then you
can implement it.

So if you look at it from a
data-driven standpoint or an anecdot al
standpoi nt, data-driven, | think it's pretty
clear that the science says that, historically,
we woul d not consider a species recovered at
this point. While we're done a great job in
what we've come to so far is a good start.

Anecdotally, | think you could ask
what woul d a reasonable person concl ude when
you' ve restored eight percent of a former
terrain of habitat for a species, and |I think
a reasonabl e person would say, that's a good

start, but that's not recovery.

The other thing that we haven't talked

about tonight, though, that's so i mportant for
t he Endangered Species Act is continuity. And
what the Endangered Species Act has done has
gotten as Americans and as a country to have
coal escence and tackle this issue united.

It's very difficult when you have
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different states with different opinions trying
to restore a speci es. For example, | live in
Col or ado. We heard testimony from Washi ngton

State tonight. Col orado is not Washington

St at e.

I'"m 51 years old, and, statistically,
"1l live for about another 26 or 27 years. For
the life of me, | can't see the |ikelihood of me

seeing the wolf in Colorado if we delist.
Thank you very much.
MS. TRAVERS: Thank you.
Next speaker, pl ease.

MR. HAM LTON: My name is John Kyl e

Ham I ton, H-a-mi-|-t-o0-n. | am 21 years ol d.
I"mliving in Alexandria, and |I'm here
representing the wolves, but |I'mjust saying

t hat for mysel f.

Since | was a little kid, | have
al ways | oved wol ves, and | have read up on them
and their habitats and everything. And | think
they are a huge part of our history and a huge

part of our society. And | think that
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definitely delisting them would be a big

m st ake, because, as so many people have said,

is that it's a little premature and it's not the
right time. And from what |'ve seen and from
what |1've read, it's definitely a little

premature, if not more.

And | think that they should
definitely stay on the Endangered Species List
so that they can be protected agai nst hunters

and ranchers and people who are just ignorant or

just simply hate them for not much of a -- no
real reason, is what |I'mtrying to say.
And | think that the bureaucracies are

really trying to get in the way of what should
really be done. Because, as some people have
said, this is something that should be
approached by scientists and people who know
science, to the point where they can figure out
the right approach to figuring out how to bring
the wol ves back into the country and to keep
them safe. And | think that's all that | can

say.
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MS. TRAVERS: Thank you.

Next speaker, pl ease.

MR. ROSS: Hi . Name i s Rob Ross,
R-o0-b, R-0-s-s. And | am adamantly agai nst this
proposed rul e.

There was a time when this |and was
filled with exponentially far more vegetation,
forest and animals. The indigenous peopl e of
this land had no need to manage any of these
animals or the vegetation, because they knew how
to live in harmony with the [and all owi ng nature
to do the managi ng.

They al so understood the bal ance that
the creator had already put in place. And whil e
they were far outnumbered by all the ani mals,

t hey were never overrun, harmed or had to be
hunted by them

We all know that all animals, big and
small, play a vital role in our ecosystem and
our environment as a whol e.

The wol f has a particular important

part of the grand scheme of it all as an Apex
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predator. My own personal connection to the
wol f runs very deep. It is both my brother and
it is also a part of my spirituality, a very
deep part of that.

They have tried to tell us that we
have been tearing this |land apart. We don't
understand this, because we don't hear them
It's time that we stop this insanity. We have
not recover ed.

Do not delist them pl ease.

MS. TRAVERS: Thank you very much.

Next speaker, pl ease.

MS. PAQUETTE: Hi . Good eveni ng. My
name i s Nicole Paguette, N-i-c-o0-1I-e,
P-a-q-u-e-t-t-e.

" m here as the Vice President of

WIildlife for the Humane Society of the United

St at es. And we urge you to not delist the
still-recovering Gray WIf from the Endangered
Speci es Act. We will also be submtting

detailed comments closer to the due date.

The Gray Wbl f once roamed across the
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United States in the hundreds of thousands;
however, Federally-funded eradication programs,
which | asted through the m d-1900s, bounty
programs, poisons, trapping and aerial shooting
nearly elim nated the Gray WdIf from the | ower
48 states.

This proposal will now fully transfer
all management to the states and | eave wol ves
vul nerable to resumption of exploitation driven
by political pressure fromranchers and
trophy-hunting industries. Whil e some states
have set up sound, capabl e management pl ans,
many ot hers have taken a regressive, dangerous
approach by declaring them a game speci es.

When protections were removed from
the Gray Wolves in the Northern Rockies and the
Great Lakes, |daho, M nnesota, Montana,

W sconsin and Wyom ng all rushed to enact state
regul ations to authorize some of the nmost
abusive and unsporting practices, including
hound hunting, wire | eg snares, night hunting,

and the use of painful steel dog leg fold traps.
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Hunters and trappers in those five
states have actually killed more than 1,650
wol ves if you add in the Great Lake st ates.
And this is just in the past two years al one.

And now M chigan is embarking on the
exact same program Just this past weekend
hunting tags went on sale, and they're nearly
sol d out. M chi gan actually snubbed their nose
at the will of the people. They first passed a
| aw. The public actually went there. They
coll ected more than enough signatures. And
t hen, upon that, they actually then put it back
on the agenda and passed another |law to make
them a game species.

This clearly is not science. This is
pure politics.

The Federal government should be
driving the nation toward full recovery of
wol ves. This is a short-sighted proposal.

MS. TRAVERS: Thank you.

Next speaker, please.

MS. CASTRO: Hi . Thank you for
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hearing me and staying here this | ate.

My name is Ines Castro, |-n-e-s,
C-a-s-t-r-o. And | didn't prepare anything, so
| may not be the most el oguent speaker. But |
am concerned, |i ke most people here, about the
science you presented to base your decision or
your proposals to delist the wolf. And | see in
your representation you have what they were in
1975 in a very little part of the map and then
what they are now, but you didn't show what they
should be, like their original range.

| think that's a little bit m sleading
i n your presentation that you don't show -- you
show that that is what it should be. But it
isn't. They should go back to what their
original range is.

| also have a little bit of concern
about the science that you showed when you say
that a few popul ati ons, 300 wolves, 500 wol ves,
are stable popul ations that are good source
popul ati ons.

| mean, |'ve been working with the
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conservation biology for a while, and |I know
those nunmbers are super |ow, especially for a
speci es of |large mammal, compl ex soci al

structure, only one female reproduces, most of

the time, | think, per pack.
So how can six -- you know, oh, we
have six packs, yea. That's nothing. That is

nothing in conservation biology world.

| urge you to consider and review your
science, please.

MS. TRAVERS: Thank you.

Next speaker.

MR. BENSON: Hel | o. My name is Ryan
Benson. | represent Big Game Forever. | do
represent the sportsmen and |livestock i ndustry
in Utah, Idaho, Wyom ng, Montana and many ot her
states in the country.

| appreciate the opportunity to
be here and speak in support of this delisting
proposal . We recognize the fact that with the
wol f's current distribution and numbers that

they are no |longer at risk of extinction. We
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strongly feel that these states have done a

wonderful job in managing all |arge predators,
mountain |ions, bears and other species, and we
feel they'lIl do a great job managing the Gray
Wol f.

We al so recognize in some areas wol f
numbers are not sustainable. And |'ve spent
many, many days meeting with hard-worKking
ranching famlies or talking with famlies who
have spent generations in the outdoors who have
been personally i mpacted by the delay in Gray
Wbl f management .

For the most part, despite some
of the rhetoric that's been on display here
toni ght, these people support Gray Wl ves on
the | and. They recogni ze that they have a
pl ace. And we support responsi bl e management
of the Gray WIf in sustainable numbers, and we
feel that this delisting proposal will allow
that to happen.

Thank you.

MS. TRAVERS: Thank you.
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| " m going to read the names one more
ti me. | have Dori Simmons, Patricia Soble,
Patty McGrath, Elizabeth Martine, Gary Still man,

Sarah Gam, Lisa Arkin, Ellen Gordon, Francisco

Santiago Avilla, Terry Avm ol and Christine
McMurr ay.

Pl ease come forward if you'd like to
testify.

Speaker, please. Yes.

MS. Mc GRATH: |'"m Patty McGr at h,
P-a-t-t-y, Mc-Gr-a-t-h. |"ve come here as a
private person.

| believe it was John Muir who
reflected that going into the wilderness
restored his soul. And he mai ntained that the
guality of wilderness is a reflection of the
soul of our country.

| think elimnating wolves from
wildlife, because they have a part in wildlife,
was a terrible, terrible m stake.

The whol e program of putting Gray

Wbl ves on the Endangered Species List was an
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attempt to address a m st ake.

Wol ves didn't al most become extinct
in the |l ower 48 states by accident. It was a
reflection of a certain energy and a certain
smal | group of people, mnority, who thought
that it would be good to just clear out these
ani mal s. It wasn't a good idea, and wil derness
suffered and the soul of the country suffered.

Five thousand wolves is a pittance.
Maybe there were a hundred thousand or two
hundred thousand. Look at the percentage, not
just of the habitat, but of the total number of
wol ves that exist now. It's not time to delist
the Gray Wol f.

Thank you.

MS. TRAVERS: Thank you.

Next speaker.

And any additional speakers this
eveni ng?

MS. LEW S: Eli zabeth Martine Lew s.

MS. TRAVERS: " m sorry. | could not

hear your name.
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MS. LEW S: Eli zabeth Martine Lewis is
my name. Il Iive in Maryl and.

| wanted to begin opening nmy statement
here with your own website m ssion, Protecting
America's Great Outdoors. It's from your actual
website that | was on today.

The U.S. Department of Interior
protects America's natural resources and
heritage, honors our culture and tri bal
communities.

Being that | share -- | am an
Ameri can, number one, and take great pride in
that, and being that | also do have Cherokee
blood in me, | find it -- I'mgreatly opposed to
delisting the Gray Wl f.

We think of himas a brother. And we
think of him-- the Native Americans often said
they |l earned their greatest |essons fromthe
wol f .

| think it's very iconic, just like
our Bald Eagl e. They're on the same | evel.

I f you | ook at China, China has the
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Pandas. People go in droves to see the Pandas,
and they are just mesmerized by them And |
know the tourism which generates at | east 33
mllion in just people going to visit these
wol ves, is Yell owstone's biggest attraction.
And we're just iconically known for that.

And if you take that away from
America, it's |like taking a Bald Eagle off that
flag right there, in my opinion.

| guess other people could say
different things, but it's very super important.
They brought back 200 plant and ani mal species.
They did the research. They figured out that
the trees were dying because of the excess of
el k, because they were eating the bark off. And
it changed the geography without the wol ves.
And with them back, all these things are
thriving, |like Lords Of Nature says, which is a
documentary, which these people put all of this,
the conglomeration of 1,100 biologists and
scientists that put this together.

So | think the evidence speaks for
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Itself.

Thank you all for your time, and thank
you for everyone who came out.

MS. TRAVERS: Thank you.

It is now 8:54.

On behalf of the U.S. Fish and
WIildlife Service, we appreciate the time

and effort you took this evening to take the

comment s. They have been very informative and
will be fully considered in comng to a final
deci si on.

Again, as a rem nder, written
comments may be submtted to the staff at the
regi stration table, or they may be submtted to
the U.S. Fish and wildlife Service by October
28t h, 2013.

The hearing is closed. | show the
time to be 8:55.

We are off the record.

A VOI CE: Wai t . | have one nmore.

Okay. We're back on the record.

MS. WESTON: Hi . | just want to
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speak. Actually, |'ve never been to one of
t hese. | "' m not a professional --

MS. TRAVERS: What is your name?

MS. WESTON: My name is Ellen Weston,
E-I-l-e-n, We-s-t-o0-n.

|"ve been a fan of the wolf since |
was young. | have a good fortune that | grew up
in the suburbs. | was able to see them at Teton
Nati onal Park, and | was around a bunch of them
And it's something I'll never forget. And |
hope everyone can have that privilege. They're
absol utely gorgeous in their natural habitat.
And they deserve to have every chance to |ive,
just as any other animal or anyone's pet dog.

I"mfrom Virginia, and | see people
literally every day wal king their dogs in ny
nei ghborhood that | ook just |ike wolves, maybe a
little smaller.

Peopl e are devoted to their ani mals.
And | also |love cani nes. And | think people
need to take that into account that they're so

genetically simlar, just a few genes different.
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| don't think they're frightening.
was never afraid of them when | was around them
as a teenager. And |'ve talked to ranchers, and
they're not afraid.

| know a rancher from Montana that
| met, and he actually told me that he's not
concerned. He | aughed when | asked hi m about
t he wol ves. He owns hundreds of acres, and he
told me that he's more concerned about his
cattle tripping over a stump or a rock or
dealing with the weather or illness.

And, you know, | think that's very

realistic. And | don't think they're being

hunted for a good purpose. Peopl e don't eat
them It's just cruel. It's inhumane. Peopl e
care about their dogs. Why don't they care
about wolves? They're a native species. And

l"mtotally speaking off the top of my head, but
| just wanted to say this fromthe heart. I
really care about them and that's why |I'm here.
Thank you.
MS. TRAVERS: Thank you.
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Any further testimony this evening?
| show the time to be 8:56.
We are off the record.

(Hearing concluded -- 8:56 p.m.)
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CERTI FI CATE

| do hereby certify that | am a Notary
Public in good standing, that the aforesaid
hearing was taken before me, pursuant to notice,
at the time and place indicated; that the
hearing was correctly recorded in machine
short hand by me and thereafter transcribed
under my supervision with computer-aided
transcription; that the transcript is a true and
correct record of the hearing; and that | am
nei t her of counsel nor kin to any party in said

action, nor interested in the outcome thereof.

W TNESS my hand and official seal this
25t h day of October, 2013.

Not ary Public
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