
This Land is Your Land 
 
Members of Congress joined leaders of the Service and conservation organizations recently in 
Washington, D.C. to celebrate a milestone for the National Wildlife Refuge System. Refuges in 
the Northeast Region now protect more than a half million acres of premiere habitats for 
migratory birds, threatened and endangered species, and other native wildlife.
 
These half million acres of land provide critically important breeding and feeding grounds for 
hundreds of thousands of ducks, geese and shorebirds migrating along the Atlantic Flyway. They 
support the recovery of the bald eagle and peregrine falcon, species that were nearly extinct 50 
years ago. And, coastal refuges are playing a key role in the stabilization and recovery of the 
piping plover.
 
National wildlife refuges are for people, too. They are places where we can watch wildlife, hunt 
and fish, and where our outdoor traditions can endure in the most densely populated region of our 
country. Refuge landscapes inspire and comfort us, provide a haven from the fast pace of our 
lives, and help keep our air clear and our waters clean. 
 
It took nearly 6,000 real estate transactions, more than 70 years, and innovative partnerships 
among government, the conservation community, and landowners to conserve the half million 
acres for refuges in the Northeast. 
 
These are your lands. They’re our lands. They provide a half million acres of refuge for wildlife, 
for us, and for future generations of our families.


