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MEMORANDUM 
       December 8, 2014 

TO:  ARD-Fisheries 
  Attn: Rich Johnson, Field Supervisor 
 
FROM: Craig Eaton, Project Leader, Hagerman NFH 
 
SUBJECT: NOVEMBER 2014 Activity Report 
 
PRODUCTION 
 
Steelhead Brood Year 2014  
 

Lot 
Number 

Stock Number  
Fry 

Total Fish 
Weight 

Size (#/lb.) Length 
(inches) 

143 Sawtooth 1,478,672 65,531 22.56 4.94 

144 East Fork Hatchery 61,578 2,379 25.88 4.71 
 
 
Steelhead PIT tagging took place in November.  The Recirculating Aquaculture System (RAS) 
was the initial group marked to avoid possible contamination from Ichthyopthirius multifilis (Ich) 
found on the steelhead raceways earlier this year.  The only issue encountered was getting fish 
from the trailer into the circular tanks.  The trailer had to be raised onto blocks to allow for water 
to flow over the 42” tank walls.  It was close, but worked fine.  This was also the first use of the 
seine the Hatchery purchased for crowding fish.  It seemed to be very effective in containing all 
of the fish.  This was a great trial-test for the upcoming distribution season. 
 
The final formalin treatment for the outside steelhead is scheduled for the first week in 
December.  The Idaho Fish Health Center (IFHC) will be conducting a follow up assessment of 
the Ich situation probably around the second week in December.  This will determine whether 
the Hatchery needs to maintain ongoing preventive formalin treatments. 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 



Rainbow Trout Brood Year 2015  
 

Lot 
Number 

Stock Number  
 

Total Fish 
Weight 

Size (#/lb.) Length 
(inches) 

145 Hayspur 24,213 9 2690.3 0.93 
 
The Hatchery received 29,800 triploid Hayspur strain rainbow trout eggs the first week of 
November.  The hatch rate for this lot of eggs was 84.7%.  The fish will remain on station until 
October 2015, at which time they will be released as twelve-inch catchables.   
 
OPERATIONS   
 
- Construction began on the Riley Creek Bridge replacement.  The 
fifty year old bridge is located over Riley Creek prior to entering the 
main hatchery property.  Regional inspectors have mentioned that 
this bridge is deteriorating creating a safety hazard and should soon 
be replaced.  Funding was made available for a bridge design and 
later for construction.  Estimated completion date is May, 2015.  
 
- Idaho Groundwater Appropriators, Inc. (IGWA), submitted their fourth mitigation plan and 
requested a hearing pursuant to rule 43 of the Rules for Conjunctive Management of Surface and 
Ground Water Resources to provide additional ways of satisfying the mitigation obligation 
imposed by the Idaho Department of Water Resources’ (IDWR) (Final Order Regarding 
Rangen, Inc.’s Petition for Delivery Call; Curtailing Ground Water Rights Junior to July 
13,1962 (“Curtailment Order”), and thereby prevent curtailment of junior priority groundwater 
use.  IGWA secured by lease or purchase the right to pump up to 10 cfs of first use water from 
our neighboring hatchery to the south SeaPac’s, Magic Springs facility.  SeaPac in return will 
secure ownership or control of Aqua Life water rights, a separate aquaculture facility owned by 
Idaho Water Resource Board.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



During this process, it was discovered that the 
property that the USFWS owns above the Magic 
Springs facility doesn’t all belong to the Service.  A 
100-foot setback from the rim is where Service 
property starts and within that 100-foot setback is 
where this pipeline is going to reside.  Two pipelines, 
a 24” and 36”, will go straight up the rim from the 
I&J Raceway Diversion of Magic Springs.  Above 
the rim the pipe will go north along the rim to the 
North Side Canal Company property that separates 
Service property and then head east to a private 
landowner which follows the county road to the 
Rangen facility.  Construction has begun with the 
intent of having it completed by January 18, 2015.  Hatchery personnel also found that the 
Service fence line is not necessarily the Service boundary line. We have an additional twenty feet 
from our fence line that the above mentioned landowner is using as their driveway. 
Tracy Casselman, Refuge Manager SE Idaho National Wildlife Refuge Complex, met with 
Project Leader Eaton to visit the area where the pipeline is being laid.  We followed Tracy’s 
recommendation to not replace the fencing of Service property on both sides of the North Side 
Canal property and instead utilize Service boundary markers.  In doing so, we will allow wildlife 
the ability to roam without maneuvering through two fence lines.   
     
-Zach Spruell, R1 Engineering, and Chris Starr, LSRCP office, met with Assistant Manager 
Turik to discuss plans to modify the bird netting over the steelhead raceways.  Current design of 
the end curtains places them in a very inconvenient location for working the raceways.  The new 
modification will not only move the curtains to a location where they will not be in the way for 
working but will greatly enhance the biosecurity of the structure.  Currently they are free hanging 
and can blow in the wind and thereby not very effective.  The new design will have them 

anchored at the bottom but remain movable when needed.  
 
-Assistant Manager Turik conducted a 
final inspection of the Recirculating 
Aquaculture System (RAS) with Craig 
Thomas, Idaho Department of 
Environmental Quality.   
 
-As anticipated, our RAS issues with 
over-splash do not fare well with winter 
temperatures.  We now have beautiful 
icicles forming and a sheet of ice on the 
floor.  

  
PERSONNEL/TRAINING/SAFETY 
 
- Project Leader Eaton attended the Regional Fishery monthly conference call. Topic discussed:  
1) Fleet management, looking at reducing Service vehicles; 2) USFWS FY 2015 budget; 3) 
Strategic Plan and Work Plan Templates. 
 



-Project Leader Eaton and Assistant Project Leader Turik traveled to Richland, WA to 
attend the Hatchery Management Training.   Assistant Manager Turik presented a 
status update on the RAS system. 
 
-Anna Ray, Fisheries Program Assistant, served a one-week detail in the Lower Snake 
River Compensation Plan office to assist in training their new employee, Renee Heeren, 
in the administrative programs. We welcome Renee to our LSRCP family!   
 
COORDINATION 
 
- Maintenance Mechanic Money delivered the brush chipper and man lift to Magic Valley 
Hatchery to clean up some woody debris and bird net repair.  Later in the month the man lift was 
delivered to Hagerman State Hatchery for bird net repair. 
 
OUTREACH & VOLUNTEERS 
 
 - The Hatchery provided a tour approximately 120 Filer 2nd graders as a part of our “Connecting 
Students to Hagerman Resources” program. 
 
 Volunteer Hours:   0 
Hatchery Contacts/Visitors:  < 16yrs = 142      >16yrs = 63 
 

MAINTENANCE 
 Installed new dishwasher in Quarters 6 
 Installed new kitchen faucet Quarters 4 
 Troubleshoot Recirculating Aquaculture System (RAS) oxygen probes and Radio 

Interface Units (RIU) 
 Permanently mount generator unit for RAS  
 Loaned Wood Chipper and Manlift to Magic Valley Hatchery 

 
 
 

FACEBOOK - VISIT AND “LIKE” US AT: 
HTTPS://WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/PAGES/HAGERMAN-NATIONAL-FISH-HATCHERY/403395333013900

 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Hagerman-National-Fish-Hatchery/403395333013900
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Hagerman-National-Fish-Hatchery/403395333013900
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