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MEMORANDUM 
       December 14, 2013 

TO:  ARD-Fisheries 
  Attn: Rich Johnson, Field Supervisor 
 
FROM: Craig Eaton, Project Leader, Hagerman NFH 
 
SUBJECT:  NOVEMBER, 2013 Activity Report 
 
PRODUCTION 
 
Steelhead Brood Year 2013  
 

Lot 
Number 

Stock Number  
 

Total Fish 
Weight 

Size (#/lb.) Length 
(inches) 

140 Sawtooth 1,406,258 75,670 18.58 5.26 

141 East Fork Hatchery 62,186 2,655 23.42 4.87 
 
Overall the steelhead are doing well with little mortality.  Pit tagging occurred in November and 
went smoothly.  We have not seen any indication of Furunculosis which normally would surface 
within one week of tagging.  We hope this indicates that we have a successful vaccination 
program for Furunculosis.   
 
We have seen a couple of isolated raceways that are exhibiting stress resulting in elevated 
mortality (50-60) immediately after cleaning.  These raceways have been sampled by Corie 
Samson, Idaho Fish Health Center, and results are pending.  The mortality returns to zero a day 
after cleaning and remains until the next cleaning.  D.O. levels remain at a satisfactory level.  
Also 3-4 raceways have developed lesions (coldwater) on a few fish but are having no mortality.   
We will continue to monitor those raceways.  
 
Rainbow Trout Brood Year 2013 Fall Release Numbers  
 

Lot 
Number 

Stock Number  
 

Total Fish 
Weight 

Size (#/lb.) Length 
(inches) 

0 Hayspur 0 0 0 0 
 
There are no rainbow trout on station until we receive eggs in early January. 
 



OPERATIONS 
  
-Hagerman NFH Aquaculture Reuse Project 95% design is now completed.  The estimated cost 
came in higher than the Lower Snake River Compensation Plan (LSRCP) office desired.  LSRCP 
requested that the hatchery and the design/construction team reevaluate system requirements and 
try to reduce cost.  
 
-Assistant Project Leader Turik completed the 39-118 permitting paperwork for the proposed 
reuse system and submitted it to Idaho DEQ.  The 39-118 permit is required before construction 
can start for the project.  All associated documents (NOI, BMP and QA plans) are being updated 
to address the new system.  
 
-Steve Money, Maintenance Mechanic, continues to work on modifying our Oxygen 
supplementation tower.  This project has been hampered from the start by having incorrect 
installation specifications (undersized piping for injection lines).  Steve will be doing a third 
modification upgrading from the previous 2” injection lines to 3” to now 4” lines.  We have been 
unable to deliver the needed water to the system and therefore results are not acceptable.  The 
system needs to operate with approximately 1 cfs of water to achieve desired results. 
 
-The contract was awarded for construction of a new bunkhouse which can house up to 4 
employees/interns.  This will be a huge advantage to us during hiring as we will finally be able to 
offer affordable housing.  Historically, we have struggled to attract applicants and have lost 
others when suitable housing could not be secured. 
 
 
PERSONNEL/TRAINING/SAFETY 
 
- Progress continues on establishing our new Tribal Training Program with the Shoshone 
Bannock Tribe.  This will involve training two tribal members that are pursuing careers in the 
Tribal Chrystal Springs Hatchery.  These trainees will gain experience at Hagerman NFH 
(hatchery production/maintenance), the University of Idaho Hagerman Fish Culture 
Experimental Station (genetics), Idaho Fish Health Center, and Sawtooth Hatchery (spawning) 
during seasonal differences to gain hands-on knowledge of various hatchery duties throughout 
the year.  Performance period is August 2013 through December 2015. 
 
- All hatchery personnel received flu shots. 
 
-Jeremy Trimpey, Fish Biologist, attended the one week training course, “Crucial Conversations” 
at NCTC in Shepherdstown, WV. 
 
-Project Leader Eaton and Assistant Project Leader Turik attended the Hatchery Management 
Training in Richland, WA.  Eaton presented water quality improvements at our facility, 
Degasser, Oxygen Tower, and talked about the soon to be constructed Reuse System. 
 
-Project Leader Eaton traveled to Boise to attended the one day course “Water Rights in Idaho”.  
Materials and presentations were provided.  This class was to assist with familiarizing Eaton 
with the water issues in southern Idaho. 



Fisheries Program Assistant Ray attended several WebEx presentations to learn the new 
reporting and budget tracking systems. 

COORDINATION  
   
-Project Leader Eaton attended Lower Snake River Aquifer Recharge District meeting.  
Presentations included a video modeling water recharge injection work and which locations were 
more beneficial for the State.   
 
-Project Leader Eaton and Fishery Program Assistant Ray met with the new Hagerman National 
Parks Service Superintendent, Judy Geniac.  Discussions included ways we could help one 
another with training and facilities. 
 
-The Malheur National Wildlife Refuge picked up the brush chipper and loaned it to the Warm 
Springs Hatchery.  The Hagerman National Fish Hatchery stores this piece of equipment and 
performs maintenance as needed.  
 
 
OUTREACH & VOLUNTEERS 
 
- Project Leader Eaton met with the Hagerman Bird Festival committee to discuss the up-coming 
festival in February 2014.  The event continues to progress.  
 
- Fish Biologist Trimpey and Animal Caretaker Leija presented a fish dissection for the Filer, ID 
5th graders.  This annual event is performed cooperatively with the Hagerman National Park 
Service and Idaho Parks and Recreation.  Each agency presents an hour-long program in three 
consecutive sessions as a part of our “Connecting Students to Hagerman Resources” program. 
  
  
Volunteer Hours: 0   
Hatchery Contacts/Visitors :  < 16yrs =  138       >16yrs = 37  
 

MAINTENANCE 
 Repair shear pins on butterfly valves on Mainspring degas system 
 Repair Grasshopper mower 
 Replace faulty smoke alarms Quarters 6 
 Replace bathroom sink plumbing Quarters 6 
 Test water flow on Oxygen Injection System 
 Winterize Oxygen Injection System 
 Aquaculture circular tank reuse project conference calls 

 
 
 
 



FACEBOOK - VISIT AND “LIKE” US AT: 
HTTPS://WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/PAGES/HAGERMAN-NATIONAL-FISH-HATCHERY/403395333013900 
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