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MEMORANDUM 
       June 07, 2013 

TO:  ARD-Fisheries 
  Attn: Rich Johnson, Field Supervisor 
 
FROM: Craig Eaton, Project Leader, Hagerman NFH 
 
SUBJECT:  MAY, 2013 Activity Report 
 
PRODUCTION 
 
Steelhead Brood Year 2013  
 

Lot 
Number 

Stock Number  
 

Total Fish 
Weight 

Size (#/lb.) Length 
(inches) 

140 Sawtooth 671,696 168 4,000 n/a 

141 East Fork Hatchery 0 0 0 0 
 
The Hatchery received its first shipment of brood 
year 2013 steelhead eggs on May 16th.  The Hatchery 
will receive eggs from the Sawtooth Fish Hatchery 
every Tuesday and Thursday until the end of June.   
 
The East Fork Hatchery program was scaled back 
this year for a smolt release goal of 60,000 compared 
to 155,000 last brood year. 
 
The overall Hatchery smolt release goal for this brood year, in addition to the East Fork, is 
1,270,000 smolts to the Sawtooth Weir and 130,000 smolts to McNabb Point.  This is an overall 
increase of 100,000 smolts over brood year 2012. 
 
The newly installed degas system is functioning well.  The incubators in the two nursery 
buildings are now running on Spring 13 water.  Spring 13 is currently at 104% N, but the degas 
system has our incubators running at 95% N.  The tanks (Main Spring water) are running at 
about 101%-102% N after being reduced from 103%-104% at the Brailsford intake.  It is 
difficult to reduce it further due to the fact that only about one half of the water in the Main 
Spring is currently treated.  
 
   



Rainbow Trout Brood Year 2013  
 

Lot 
Number 

Stock Number  
 

Total Fish 
Weight 

Size (#/lb.) Length 
(inches) 

139 Hayspur 138,824 6,048 23 4.53 
 
The rainbow trout continue to do well with survival at 99.8% for the month.  Spring fingerling 
plants are scheduled for the end of next month and will be stocked in Salmon Falls Creek 
Reservoir. 
  
OPERATIONS 
 
Craig Eaton and Bob Turik attended a conference call with GHD (design firm), Five Rivers 
Construction (construction contractor), Chris Starr (LSRCP), Brad Senatra (FWS Region One 
Engineering) and Jack Christiansen (FWS Dworshak) to discuss the Hagerman Reuse system.   
GHD is proceeding with the design package and will hopefully have it completed by July. 
 
 

The aluminum screens on the Len Lewis 
intake were replaced with new stainless 
steel screens with enlarged perforations 
allowing more flow.  With the completion 
of the degas project, the Len Lewis intake 
now sends 27 c.f.s. of water through this 
pipeline versus 3 c.f.s. like before.  The 
old aluminum screens had smaller slots 
which were restricting water flow as well 
as being in poor condition. 
 

 
Craig Eaton and Bob Turik attended a conference call discussing the Engineering Evaluation/ 
Cost Analysis (EE/CA) on the demolition debris cleanup containing PCB’s from the old 
Hatchery building.   
 
Craig Eaton, Bob Turik, and Jeremy Trimpey participated in an Idaho Department of 
Environmental Quality hatchery inspection.  Dr. Buhidar (IDEQ) performed the inspection of the 
Hatchery and was also helpful in providing some additional information for our new reuse 
system requirements. 
 

The hatchery crew completed the Hatch 1 building 
plumbing modification.  This project replaced the  
2-inch plumbing with 3-inch plumbing to increase 
the total flow available to the nursery tanks.  This 
will also eliminate the need for us to supplement 
flows with Spring 13 water.  The need to 
supplement with Spring 13 water is what led to our 
fish loss last year when the Spring 13 collection 
chamber dewatered due to overwhelming demand.   
 



Project Leader Eaton attended the monthly Project Leader conference call.  Topics discussed 
were:  1) The National Hatchery Review and results that are forth coming;  Region 1 hatcheries 
are looking good because the mitigation agencies are reimbursing us fully;  2) Touched on 
upcoming meetings such as Regional Project Leader Conference and the Hatchery Management 
Workshop training;  3) Regional Budget has not received the final allocation for FY13 yet.    
 
Fisheries ARD, Mike Carrier, visited the Hatchery.  We discussed plans for hatchery personnel 
to begin a training program for tribal personnel in hatchery operations.  Project Leader Eaton was 
assigned to an On-the-Job-Training committee.  The Regional Fisheries Office with Hagerman 
NFH is working with the Upper Snake River Tribe Foundation to pilot an on-the-job training for 
tribal members in hatchery management for the Southern Idaho area.  
 
PERSONNEL/TRAINING/SAFETY  
 
Craig Eaton and Bob Turik took required annual Ethics training. 
 

COORDINATION  
 
Craig Eaton and Bob Turik met with Idaho Fish and Game to discuss their plan to drain Oster 
Lakes Ponds #2 through #5 for Carp eradication.  One of the concerns was how to avoid angler 
displacement on Oster #1, which is the most popular for fishing, for the shortest time available. 
Flows from Oster #1 need to be isolated to allow for draining the other ponds.  Hagerman NFH 
is working on obtaining an archeological clearance to install a permanent drain line to allow for 
continuing fresh water flow to Oster #1 while draining the overflow into a ravine on the other 
side of the complex.  This fresh water would allow for continued stocking and fishing in Oster #1 
while performing the needed maintenance on the other ponds. 
 
An additional archeological approval was requested to allow for modification of the access road 
to Oster #1 which is a documented safety concern.    
 
Our neighbors, the University of Idaho, had 75 Treasure Valley Science Academy students tour 
their facility.  Due to the size of this group and the multiple buses, the Hatchery provided parking 
to accommodate foot-access to the Hagerman Fish Culture Experiment Station.   
 
 
Our College of Southern Idaho (CSI) Intern, Damian Hainer, completed 
his aquaculture studies and worked his last day in mid-May.  Damian 
worked under a cooperative agreement between the Hatchery, the 
College of Southern Idaho, and the Idaho Aquaculture Association from 
June 4, 2012 through May 12, 2013.  He was a hard worker and 
understood the Hagerman NFH fish life cycle process well.  Damian’s 
near future plans are working with the Idaho Fish and Game on research 
projects in southern Idaho.  We wish him well with all of his future endeavors.  
 
 
 



With one student’s departure comes another’s arrival.  We are 
excited to introduce Jarod Knott as our new CSI Intern.  Jarod 
is a graduate of the Hagerman School District and enrolled in 
the College of Southern Idaho’s Aquaculture program. 
 
 

 
 
 
OUTREACH & VOLUNTEERS 
 
Our FY2012 Volunteers, Terri and Alice Esslinger, 
returned for another year of Service.  They arrived 
a little later this year due to their busy schedule of 
volunteering throughout the states.  It was exciting 
to have them arrive just as the bulk of our big 
school tours began to pour in!  We appreciate their 
ability to so quickly pickup were they left off last 
year….it was like having family come home. 
 
 
 

Volunteers Bob and Gerri Bass left a few days earlier 
than planned due to a small RV repair that was needed.  
They insisted we not make a big deal about their 
departure…but how could we resist??!  We put together 
a little dessert appreciation and bid farewell to a great 
couple who always have a smile and energy for 
everything!  Our thanks to a wonderful time and all your 
generous help!!   
 

Anna Ray, Fisheries Program Assistant, represented the Service at the Gooding Junior High 
Career Fair.  The Gooding Parent/Teacher Association received grant money to develop early 
planning for students to consider career directions and encourage furthering education after high 
school.  Ms. Ray was partnered with two other conservation agencies including the National 
Parks Service – Hagerman Fossil Beds National Monument, and Idaho Department of Fish and 
Game.  
 
Our “Connect Students to Hagerman Resources” program toured 11 schools totaling 698 
students and 151 adults.  Additionally, we had 5 guests and 335 people sign the guest registry for 
a grand total of 1,189 May visitors. 
 
Volunteer Hours: 353.5  (Bass & Esslinger) 
Hatchery Visitors :  < 16yrs= 811        >16yrs= 378 



 

MAINTENANCE 
 
 Hatchery 1 tank room plumbing changed from 2-inch inlets to 3-inch inlets, valves and 

cleaning pipes to allow more water flow at the critical time in August before marking and 
move to outside raceways 

 Mounted 6- 60 amp receptacles and wired in for marking trailers at Sawtooth Fish 
Hatchery 

 Quarterly domestic water bacteria test 
 Mounted ceiling fans with lights in the four quarters 
 Adjusted and test degas system at Spring 13 before egg arrival 

 
 

FACEBOOK - VISIT AND “LIKE” US AT: 
HTTPS://WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/PAGES/HAGERMAN-NATIONAL-FISH-HATCHERY/403395333013900 
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