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MEMORANDUM 
       March 8, 2013 

TO:  ARD-Fisheries 
  Attn: Rich Johnson, Field Supervisor 
 
FROM: Bob Turik, Assistant Project Leader, Hagerman NFH 
 
SUBJECT:  FEBRUARY, 2013 Activity Report 
 
 
PRODUCTION 
 
Steelhead Brood Year 2012  
 

Lot 
Number 

Stock Number  
 

Total Fish 
Weight 

Size (#/lb.) Length 
(inches) 

137 Sawtooth 1,185,377 194,914 6.1 7.63 

138 East Fork Hatchery 155,803 23,700 6.6 7.44 
 
The steelhead smolts continue to do very well with 99.9% overall survival for the month of 
February.  Six raceways were treated with a one hour drip treatment of potassium permanganate 
at 1.5 ppm for three days for external parasites. 
 
Corie Samson, Idaho Fish Health Center, was here on the 13th to perform monthly fish health 
diagnostics.    
 
Rainbow Trout Brood Year 2013  
 

Lot 
Number 

Stock Number  
 

Total Fish 
Weight 

Size (#/lb.) Length 
(inches) 

139 Hayspur 140,305 200 701.5 1.45 
 
The trout fry are doing very well with a survival rate of 97.85% since hatching.  Flows were 
increased to accommodate the installation of cleaning pipes in the vats this month. 
 
 



OPERATIONS 
 
Recirculating System:   
Hatchery staff attended a conference call on February 20th to discuss value of cost to design and 
construct the Reuse System.   
 
Steelhead Raceway Oxygen Injection:  
The oxygen injection system will be completed in March.  For the remainder of this season we 
are utilizing a portable trailer/bulk liquid Oxygen tank.  In most years we will operate this system 
from February through early May.  This season it will operate only about a month however it 
will allow us to become familiar with operating the system and supply needed oxygen. When the 
oxygen probes are added, it could have the ability to detect low incoming D.O. at the head box 
and start the system to boost D.O. up to our desired levels.  It would also have an outgoing probe 
to detect oxygen levels higher than needed and could shut down the pump and oxygen to save 
cost. 
This system also allows us to fill our own GP tanks during distribution.  This will allow us to 
refill our GP tanks while they remain on the trucks and eliminate the need for personnel to 
remove and install GP tanks when empty.    
 
 
 
Degas System:  The Degas systems underwent final 
inspection with the contractor, Yerba Buena, Engineers from 
McMillan LLC and the USFWS, LSRCP, and Hatchery staff.  
A few items were identified for a “punch list” which will be 
addressed.   
 
   

 
 
PERSONNEL/TRAINING/SAFETY  
 
Steve Money, Maintenance Mechanic, traveled to Albuquerque, New Mexico to attend the 
Uniform Committee meeting February 4-8th. 

 
Adam Leija, Animal Caretaker, served a 
one-week detail at the Dworshak National 
Fish Hatchery assisting with steelhead 
spawning.  He also assisted Nate Wiese 
after hours in performing wild sampling.   
 
 
 
 
 
 



COORDINATION  
 
Feb. 5:  Anna Ray, Fisheries Program Assistant, met with cooperators of the “Connecting 
Students to Hagerman Resources” group to prepare for the school tour season.  Cooperators 
include the National Parks Service, Hagerman Fossil Beds National Monument, and the Idaho 
Parks and Recreation, 1000 Springs Parks. 
 
Feb. 7:  Scott LaPatra with Clear Springs Trout Company (commercial hatchery) is doing a 
coded wire tag (CWT) study.  Hagerman NFH provided approximately 200 fish to Clear Springs 
to conduct a test on whether CWT placement, near their nares, may be hindering the fish’s ability 
to fend off infections. 
 
Feb. 7:  Shipped NZMS to the University of Idaho for continuation of studies by Fishery 
Resources Master’s students. 
 
Feb. 11:  Manager Eaton attended the Project Leader Conference call. 
 
Feb. 13:  The Hatchery Evaluation Team (HET) 
meeting including Idaho Department of Fish and 
Game, USFWS Idaho Fish Health Center, USFWS 
Fisheries Resource Office (Dworshak), Lower 
Snake River Compensation Plan, and Hagerman 
NFH.  Following the meeting, we provided a brief 
tour of our new Degas & Oxygen systems. 
 
 
Feb. 22: The temporary Animal Care Taker position advertised closed on this date.  Received the 
Animal Care Taker cert on Feb. 25 and began the selection process. 
 
Feb. 27: Hatchery staff listened to Director, Dan Ashe’s All Employee Webcast to discuss the 
sequestration and how it will impact the hatchery’s mission.  All USFWS hiring has been frozen 
however; a waiver may be obtained through the Regional office as long as stipulations are met.  
Furlough for USFWS personnel has been avoided because vacant jobs will be left unfilled.  
 
OUTREACH 
 
February gave us a few “spring-like” days that produced a few more visitors than in January.  
Our log book recorded 59 visitors and 17 guests for a total of 76 February contacts.  
 
Maintenance Mechanic, Steve Money, participated in the Hagerman, ID Cabin Fever Days.  He 
gave a PowerPoint presentation to the community about the Hagerman NFH’s mission and 
talked about local fishing spots. Steve also provided information about the local fish species and 
the different tackle used to catch them.   
 

FACEBOOK - VISIT AND “LIKE” US AT: 
HTTPS://WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/PAGES/HAGERMAN-NATIONAL-FISH-HATCHERY/403395333013900 

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Hagerman-National-Fish-Hatchery/403395333013900


MAINTENANCE 
 
 Cleaned generator compartments on 910 Fish Transport 
 Installed valves, gauges and ball valves on degas system to Mainspring water supply to 

Trout raceways 
 Welded in new pipe on degas system for Spring 17 supply to Trout raceways 
 Buried vacuum lines to water service building from Mainspring degas system 
 Added conduit and electrical to Mainspring degas system site 
 Put in new vacuum line on Trout raceway degas system 
 Inspected running gear on 910 Fish Transport 
 Installed Goose nesting platform at Sedimentation ponds 
 Repaired electronic stops on Security Gate 
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