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MEMORANDUM 
       February 6, 2012 

TO:  ARD-Fisheries 
  Attn: Rich Johnson, Field Supervisor 
 
FROM: Bob Turik, Acting Project Leader, Hagerman NFH 
 
SUBJECT: January 2012 Activity Report 
 
 
PRODUCTION 
 
Steelhead Brood Year 2011  
 

Lot 
Number 

Stock Number  
 

Total Fish 
Weight 

Size (#/lb.) Length 
(inches) 

134 Sawtooth 1,215,775 129,231 9.4 6.60 

135 East Fork Hatchery 196,991 20,291 9.7 6.53 
 
The steelhead continue to perform well with very little mortality.  Guppy, Idaho Fish Health 
Center, arrived on January 24th to sample fish from three raceways.  One raceway had a small 
amount of increased mortality reaching 20 fish/day for a few days.  Guppy was able to identify 
A. salmonicida in the raceway with higher mortalities.  With signs that the mortalities were 
dropping off, we chose not to administer a treatment and avoid using antibiotics.   At this time 
we are seeing mortality of less than 5 fish/day in that raceway.   
 
 
Rainbow Trout Brood Year 2012 
 

Lot 
Number 

Stock Number  
 

Total Fish 
Weight 

Size (#/lb.) Length 
(inches) 

136 Hayspur 132,024 89 1,479 1.13 
 
The Hatchery received triploid rainbow trout eggs from Hayspur Fish Hatchery, Idaho Fish and 
Game, on January 3rd, 2012.  Overall hatch rate was 88.01%.   
 



A heavy wet snow this month 
bent the support beams to the 
bird exclusion netting to the 
rainbow trout raceways.  Once 
the snow was removed we did 
notice a permanent bend in the 
poles and a broken support 
cable.  The screen remains intact 
with no major repair needed. 

 
OPERATIONS 
 
The Hatchery crew began a tree thinning operation on the facility.  This tree thinning will 
remove smaller non-desirable trees/deadfall with the goal of promoting growth of the more 
desirable trees.  Bob Turik, Acting Project Leader, also talked with Lance Roberts (Idaho Fire 
Management Officer) about obtaining additional funding for a fuels reduction operation on the 
facility.  Hopefully this spring/summer will allow us to remove an accumulation of deadfall 
which has collected around the Hatchery for several years creating a definite fire hazard. 
 
Steve Money, Maintenance Mechanic, and the rest of the crew, 
continue modifications on the RBT water supply line.  The 
degassing tower installed on Spring 17 is complete.  Final 
construction on the Main Spring towers (located on the RBT 
raceways) is nearly complete.  Final installation of the manifold and 
valves is about all that remains to finish this project.  The three 
additional towers should be operable in mid- February. 
 
PERSONNEL/TRAINING/SAFETY  
 
Bob Turik, Acting Project Leader, and Jeremy Trimpey, Fish Biologist, traveled to Portland, OR 
to attend a week of FBMS Field Training.  This will enable our office to be more self-sufficient 
to perform our procurement duties in-house according to the policies for separation of duties. 
 
FBMS training is on-going through information sharing formats such as conference calls and 
WebEx.  The Lower Snake River Compensation Plan (LSRCP) office took the lead to establish 
an informal training with the Boise Bureau of Land Management (BLM) who has been deployed 
in FBMS for some time.  Our thanks to LSRCP and BLM for their time to provide onsite and 
“lessons learned” to reduce the painful learning curve associated with the new accounting 
program. 

COORDINATION  
Bob Turik, Acting Project Leader, attended the Idaho Aquaculture Association (IAA) meeting.  
The IAA is an organization formed to serve the Idaho aquaculture community and is one of our 
cooperators involved in our agreement with the College of Southern Idaho to provide fisheries 
college students’ internship opportunities at our facility. 
 
Bob Turik communicated with Kurt Tardy, Shoshone/Bannock Tribe, about the possibility of 
having their personnel assist with different hatchery events (i.e. distribution, vaccination 



procedures, etc.).  The Shoshone/Bannock Tribe has expressed interest in providing training to 
their personnel and Hagerman NFH can provide some of these opportunities.  We will be 
coordinating with the Tribe to schedule training when the opportunities arise.  
 
Anna Ray, Fisheries Program Assistant, worked with the National Park Service, Hagerman 
Fossil Beds National Monument, and the Idaho Department of Parks and Recreation to schedule 
more school tours for May. 
 
Anna Ray had communications with the Shoshone/Bannock Tribes, Magic Valley Steelhead 
Hatchery, and the Sawtooth Fish Hatchery managers to organize scopes of work to solicit 
contract trucks and drivers for the Idaho Department of Fish and Game fish distribution this 
spring.  The Hagerman NFH takes the lead each year to manage the funds and contracts for these 
entities as a part of the LSRCP family. 
 
Steve Money retrieved the man- lift from the Magic Valley Fish Hatchery that we loaned to them 
last month.  The Hagerman State Fish Hatchery next door requested use but was put on hold 
pending completion of some degassing installation projects on Hagerman NFH. 
 
Steve Money worked with Pacific States Marine Fisheries Commission (PSMFC) to move the 
Idaho Department of Fish and Game tagging trailers from the Magic Valley Steelhead Hatchery 
to the Niagara Springs Hatchery.  We have two staff members with CDLs and often provide 
these services while utilizing our station’s 1978 International Semi-tractor to save the cost of 
hiring contract drivers to perform these duties. 

VISITORS 
The visitor register logged 23 visitors and 2 guests for a total of 26 contacts in the month of 
January.   
 

MAINTENANCE 
 Wired weatherproof enclosure for 480v and 110v outlets on Trout raceways to deliver 

power to degas regenerative blower 
 Removed old plumbing from Trout raceway packed columns and cleaned 12” fittings to 

reuse on degas project. 
 Weld flange on 12” 90 for Spring 17 degas tower 
 Break bolts and remove 20” flange on Mainspring line to tie in degas towers 
 Mounted flanged 90 at Spring 17 line and degas towers and weld in connecting pipes 
 Attached stainless steel bands to degas towers and weld in to increase stability 
 Weld 20” flange to 20” 90 and attach to Mainspring water line 
 Weld manifold support structure for Mainspring degas project 
 Weld 18” manifold and cap for Mainspring degas project 
 Replace faulty electrical cord on metal bandsaw 
 Repair electrical circuit to welders 
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