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MEMORANDUM                           May 22, 2007 
 
TO:  ARD-Fisheries Attn: Rich Johnson, Field Supervisor 
 
FROM: Project Leader, Hagerman NFH 
 
SUBJECT: April Activity Report 
 
PRODUCTION 
 
Steelhead Brood Year 2006 
 

Lot Number Stock Number  Total Fish 
Weight 

Size (#/lb) Length 
(inches) 

115 Clearwater B 102,393 22,754 4.50 8.44 

116 Pahsimeroi 0 0 0 0 

117 Sawtooth 243,922 54,205 4.50 8.44 

 
The Hatchery finished the Hazard Creek and Sawtooth weir distributions during April.  The 
remaining Sawtooth stock are destined for the Yankee Fork of the Salmon River.  These fish are 
part of the steelhead smolt evaluation study being conducted by the Shoshone/Bannock Tribes. 
The remaining Clearwater B stock will be released in the East Fork of the Salmon River.  Brood 
Year 2007 eggs will arrive in mid-May. 
 
Rainbow Trout (Dworshak Reservoir Mitigation) 
 

Lot 
Number 

Stock Number  Total Fish 
Weight 

Size 
(#/lb) 

Length 
(inches) 

118 Hayspur KT Rainbows 85,723 4,843 17.7 4.94 
119 Hayspur KT Rainbows 57,219 1,134 50.5 3.48 

 
Kathy Clemens, Idaho Fish Health Center (IFHC), performed pre-release inspections on Lot 118 
rainbow trout.  The Idaho Department of Fish and Game changed the release location of Lot 118 
into Cascade Reservoir because of low water level at Little Camas Reservoir.  Lot 118 is 
scheduled for distribution in early May immediately following the Steelhead distribution.  
Mortalities in Lot 119 increased during the second week of April.  Fish samples sent to the IFHC 
tested positive for Nucleospora by PCR.  Nucleospora has no AADAP approved treatment, so 



the Hatchery crew has quarantined the equipment for Lot 118 and is removing mortalities twice 
daily. 
 

   
 Hazard Creek Release Site    Sawtooth Release Site   
 

OPERATIONS 
 
James Brandon, Animal Caretaker, assisted Dr. Shawn R. Narum, Lead Geneticist, Columbia 
River Inter-Tribal Fish Commission, and his staff with the sample collection of tissues from 
Hatchery steelhead.  The investigators are testing procedures to track steelhead smolt 
development using DNA analysis on gill, brain, and liver tissue.   

COORDINATION 
 
A Department of Interior (DOI) Appraiser visited the Hatchery and the Hagerman area to 
conduct an appraisal of the Mitchell property.   Information gathered for the appraisal will be 
used to develop an acquisition proposal for the Service to purchase the 11.64 acre property.  The 
property is situated adjacent to Service owned land and just upstream on the aquifer.  The 
purpose of the acquisition is to reduce nearby encroachment upon the Hatchery’s water supply. 
  
Bryan Kenworthy, Project Leader, traveled to the Regional Office Portland, OR to meet with 
staff representing Fisheries, Engineering-Water Rights Division, and attorneys from the DOI 
Office of the Solicitor to discuss and review Service options relevant to water issues on the 
Eastern Snake Plain Aquifer.  A briefing document is being developed for the Regional Director. 
During the time spent in the Portland, Bryan also met with Gary Melvin, Region 1 Coordinator, 
Service Asset Maintenance Management System, to update the Hatchery’s information in the 
database. 
 
Bryan Kenworthy and Nathan Wiese, Fish Biologist, met with Michael Morse, Mark Robertson, 
Dave Hopper, and Bob Kibler, Ecological Services (ES) Snake River Fish and Wildlife Office, 
Boise, to discuss issues regarding the National Pollution Discharge Elimination System 
(NPDES) permit, the threatened Bliss Rapids Snail, and issues related to managed recharge of 
the Eastern Snake Plain Aquifer.  The ES staff also met with Gary Fornshell, University of Idaho 
Extension Aquaculture Educator, and Gary Marguardt, Idaho Aquaculture Association, to 
discuss the current status of the NPDES permit as it relates to the role the ES office has for 



Section 7 consultation with EPA.  The ES staff agreed to complete a Bliss Rapids Snail status 
report to guide the Hatchery staff regarding its operations.  During the station visit, the ES staff 
had a chance to survey additional snail habitat at the Hatchery and found two more sites that 
contain populations of the Bliss Rapids Snail.  The two sites are small drains, one located north 
and west of the Hatchery Shop and one north of the Trout Raceways.   

          
       It’s very small.   Photos provided by Bib Kibler and Dave Hopper  

PERSONNEL/TRAINING/SAFETY 
 
The Hatchery crew organized a farewell wild game feed at the Peking Restaurant, Twin Falls, for 
Mark Olson, Assistant Manager, and family.  Mark begins his assignment as Project Leader at 
the Willow Beach National Fish Hatchery in early May. 
 
Steve Money, Maintenance Mechanic, conducted ATV training for 4 National Park Service 
employees. 
 
The Hatchery staff celebrated Anna Ray’s contribution to the Hatchery’s program during a 
“Secretary’s Week” luncheon in Hagerman. 
 
 

   
 Mark Olson finally realized where      Steve Bouffard leads the birding walk 
 Willow Beach NFH is….        
 



OUTREACH 
 
The Hatchery conducted five scheduled tours during April for Twin Falls, Rupert, and Buhl 
elementary schools, the Hagerman Mentor Club, and the IDFG Resident Fish Culture Workshop 
for Wyoming, Idaho, and Colorado.  The Hatchery continues to partner with the National Park 
Service (NPS), Hagerman Fossil Beds National Monument, to provide a unique environmental 
education outreach experience for students in the Magic Valley.  
 
Bryan Kenworthy assisted Steve Bouffard, Project Leader, Minidoka NWR, with a birding 
program for 25 impaired sight students from the Idaho School for the Deaf & Blind, Gooding, 
ID.  The program included a two hour classroom presentation at the school, introducing the 
students to bird songs using an MP3 type device and to various wildlife species using taxidermy 
mounts.  This was followed later in the week with a three hour fieldtrip around the Hatchery 
grounds.  Mike Munts, Biologist, Craters of the Moon National Monument, NPS, assisted with 
the Hatchery field trip. 
 
The Hatchery had 273 registered visitors and 8 guests, for a total of 688 visitors during April. 

MAINTENANCE 
Vehicles and Equipment 
 

• Serviced Manlift truck. 
• Conducted ATV safety training for Fossil Beds National Monument, NPS employees. 

 
Buildings and Grounds 
 

• Installed isolation valves in egg incubation lines for Hatchery Building 1. 
• Cleaned area around Oster Lake pumps. 
• Cleaned area around springs. 
• Repaired leaking Visitor Center toilets. 
• Installed new GFCI breaker in Hatchery Building 2. 
• Replaced broken weatherhead on 480v line to Off Line Settling Basin. 
• Repaired guide walls on Riley Creek Bridge. 
• Filled out pesticide use booklet for 2007. 
• Replaced mercury vapor lights in Hatchery Building 2. 
• Repaired locks on Chiller Building. 
• The contract for replacement of windows in Quarters 4, 5, and 7 was completed. 
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