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MEMORANDUM                                     November 8, 2004 
 
TO:  ARD-Fisheries Attn: Rich Johnson, Field Supervisor 
 
FROM: Project Leader, Hagerman NFH 
 
SUBJECT: “October” Activity Report 
 
 
PRODUCTION 
 
Steelhead Brood Year 2004 
 

Lot Number Stock Number  Total Fish 
Weight 

Size (#/lb) Length 
(inches) 

105 Pahsimeroi 198,647 11,838 16.78 5.441 

106 Sawtooth 862,989 37,350 23.11 4.892 

107 Clearwater B 202,669 7,905 25.64 4.720 

 
The Idaho Department of Fish and Game (IDFG) completed ad marking of the brood year 2004 summer steelhead on 
October 14, 2004.  The overall number of fish marked was 3.7 percent less than paper inventories.  The fish performed 
extremely well during marking with no post marking mortality observed.   Fish health remains excellent with no 
necropsies warranted during October.  Demand feeders were utilized for the first time on all three decks.  Fish size at 
the end of the month is still slightly ahead of previous years.  We will use the Hatchery Constant feed method to control 
growth and meet target size at release.  
 
Rainbow Trout (Dworshak Reservoir Mitigation) 
 

Lot Number Stock Number  Total Fish 
Weight 

Size (#/lb) Length 
(inches) 

   
0 

 
0 

 
0 

 
0 

 
There are no rainbow trout on station.  Triploid Rainbow Trout eggs are expected in late December and early January 
from Hayspur State Fish Hatchery (IDFG). 

OPERATIONS 

Rich Johnson, Region 1 Fisheries Supervisor, and Chris Starr, Lower Snake River Compensation Plan (LSRCP), met at 
Snake River Basin Ecological Services Office, Boise, Idaho to brief Congressional Staff on the Eastern Snake River 
Plain Aquifer (ESPA) water issues affecting the two Service hatchery programs in the Magic Valley.   
 



Throughout the month, Bryan Kenworthy participated in four meetings related to the ESPA water issue that were 
convened by the Expanded Natural Resources Interim Legislative Committee, Idaho Department of Water Resources 
and the Thousand Springs Water Users Association.  Progress towards resolution of the issue continues to be slow.  In 
an effort to move it along, the State representatives and the attorneys and water users on both sides of the issue have 
agreed to form a small workgroup to focus on writing a settlement agreement.  Neither the Service nor Bureau of 
Reclamation are represented in the workgroup, but will have the opportunity to review its contents and provide 
comment.  
 
On October 15, Bryan Kenworthy and Kurt Schilling, Assistant Project Leader, attended the mini Project Leaders 
meeting in Boise, Idaho. 
 
The Hatchery conducted a small lot sale of fire wood October 19 through 21. The wood originated from dead and dying 
tress left from the Oster Lakes Fire in 2001.    Bureau of Land Management and Forest Service Fire crews cut most of 
the wood during the summer, using it as an opportunity to train their fire crews in chain saw operation. 
 
Because of inconsistencies of previous results, the Hatchery initiated a sampling protocol to monitor the prevalence of 
copper in the domestic water system.  Earlier samples revealed concentrations above the Environmental Protection 
Agency’s action level of 1.3 mg/L in different connections and at different times. 
  

COORDINATION 
 
As part of the Bridge Safety program, contractors for the Service conducted an inspection of the Riley Creek Bridge.  
 
The Hagerman Fossil Beds Monument, National Park Service (NPS) administrative staff invited Anna Ray, Fisheries 
Program Assistant, to participate in their Southern Idaho National Park Service Administrative Team meeting.  
Coordination with the NPS has led to shared opportunities for training and outreach efforts.  The highlight of this 
meeting was demonstration of one of two hybrid vehicles used by the NPS staff. 
   
Gina Egusquiza, IT Support, Snake River Basin Office, Boise, conducted on-site maintenance on the Hatchery 
computers and the MIRRA backup system. 
 
Jannette Brummel, Region 1 Property Utilization Specialist, completed a Physical Property inventory and review with 
the assistance of Tammy Froscher, LSRCP. 
 
Tom Mendonca, Region 1 Engineering, conducted an on-site inspection of the Spring 13 pipeline replacement project.  
 
Ray Jones, Idaho Fisheries Resource Office, Kathy Clemens, Idaho Fish Health Center, and Chris Harrington, IDFG, 
met with Hatchery staff to review plans for the brood year 2004 Clearwater steelhead rearing study.  Ray and Kathy 
conducted a fish health inspection after the meeting. 
 
Nate Wiese, Fisheries Biologist, obtained live New Zealand Mudsnail samples for Louise Bruce, University of Idaho.  
The samples are being used for pilot studies designed to find possible means of control or eradication of this invasive 
species.  The US Geological Survey Science Support Program is providing the funding for this research. 

PERSONNEL/TRAINING/SAFETY 
 
As part of the Hatchery’s workforce management efforts three employees participated in cross divisional/interagency 
work details.   James Brandon, Animal Caretaker, served a one-week detail at the Malheur National Wildlife Refuge.  
Brian Clifford, Motor Vehicle Operator, and Eric Willet, Motor Vehicle Operator, served separate one-day details 
assisting (IDFG) with fisheries management activities at two recreational fishing lakes in southern Idaho.
 



Nathan Wiese, Fisheries Biologist, attended the Region 1 New Employee Orientation in Portland, Oregon. 
 
Steve Money, Maintenance Mechanic, attended Industrial Electricity training in Boise, Idaho 
 
Several members of the Hatchery staff attended the Retirement Party for Dan Herrig, LSRCP. 
 

OUTREACH 
 
Mark Olson, Fisheries Biologist, staffed a booth at the College of Southern Idaho Science Expo on October 11, 2004.  
Mark demonstrated PIT tagging, CWT tagging, and digitizer technology being used at the Hatchery to 600 sixth grade 
students  
 
Hatchery staff provided guided tours to the Three Creek, Foothills, and Burley Schools. 
 
224 visitors signed the guest registry. 

MAINTENANCE 
 
Vehicles and Equipment 
 

• Western Fire Equipment conducted the annual fire extinguisher inspection. 
• Work continued on 469 fish transport generator replacement. 
 

 
Buildings and Grounds 
 

• Quality First Asphalt Inc. slurry seal coated 24,946 ft3 of Hatchery asphalt. 
• Kralman Steel, Inc. delivered two Brock feed bins to the Hatchery. 
• Wickam Pipeline Inc. conducted a Pressure Test on the new Spring 13 pipeline. 
• Snake River Glass continues work to replace widows in Quarters #7 and the Maintenance Office. 
• New faucet and shutoff valves were installed in Quarters #7 kitchen sink. 
• Completed winterization of the fire line sprinklers and lawn irrigation system. 
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