ANNUAL REPORT
Hagerman, Idsho NTH

Fiscal Year 1978

INTRODUCTION

The Hagerman National Fish Hatchery supplies rainbow trout to Indian
Reservations throughout the state of Idaho and to northern and central
Nevada, Sneke River steelhead trout are reared for release in the up-
per reaches of Idsho's Salmon River,

STATION OPERATIONS

The station's program was greatly altered in 1978 as a result of the
reoccurrence of IPNj this, in spite of & fullesecale attempt to elim-
inate IPN through station disinfection in July, 1977. As a result of
the IPN outbrezk it was necessary to cancel rainbow commitments for
plants in Dworshak Rescrvoir, Idsho and the Warm Springs and Umatilla
Indian Reservations in Oregon. Surplus fish were then provided to the
states of Idaho and Nevada,

Fall chinook salmon were succussfully reared in the hatchery's 59° F,
spring water, Eyed chinook eggs were peceived from the Spring Creck
NFH, Washington in November, 1977, Following incubation and hatching
&t 50° F, the chinook fry were reared to five inches in length on the
Service's open=-formula Abernathy dry diet, Growth averaged one inch
length increase per month and fish health was excellent, As a result
of this successful demonstration of chinook-rearing capability the
station is entering the production of Snake River fall chinook salmon:
a stock of fall chinook prusently under review for listing as either
Endangered or Threatened under the Endangerced Species Act, Hagerman's
production of these salmon will assist in establishment of an egg bank,

The Hagerman hatchery is being consided by the Corps of Engineers as a
steelhead trout mitigation hatchery under the Lower Snake River Compen-
sation Plan. The hatchery entercd into a steelhead pilot project in
cooperation with the Corps of Engineers and Idaho Fish and Game Dapart-
ment to evaluate the feasibility of steelhead rearing and also to pro-
vide data for rvaring facility desiegn criteria, Fiscal Year 1978 re-
sults of thu pilot project were successful in producing quality stecl-
head in 59° F, water, A final decision will ba reached by the three
agencies in the Spring, 1979 regarding Hagerman's future role in the
Lower Snake River Compensation Plan.



COOPERATION WITH OTHER AGENCIES

The steelhead pilot project referred to in Station Opurations has
resulted in & great deal of cooperative effort with the Corps of
Enginecrs and Idaho Tish and Game Department, Close contact with
these agencies will contirnue in the future as the possibility of
large scale stecelhead production is further avaluated,

CYCLICAL MAINTENANCE

A badly needed shop=garage stall is under construction as a ruesult

of a $u42,500 contract awarded from Fiscal Year 1978 Fishery Resources
funds. This building addition will provide accommodations to accom-
plish maintenance and repairs to the station's large distribution
units as well as the other smaller vehicles and equipment,

A contract for $6,000 was awarded to complete the asphalt resurfac-
ing of the station's driveways,
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