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Key Partners:

- Utah Division of Wildlife
Resources

- Utah Partnership of Conservation
and Development

- Department of Defense

- Department of Energy

- National Park Service

- Bureau of Reclamation

- Western Area Power
Administration

- Environmental Defense Fund

- National Audubon Society

- Colorado Water Congress

- Colorado River Energy
Distributors Association

- Utah Water Users Association

- Wyoming Water Development
Association

- Bureau of Indian Affairs

- Trout Unlimited

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Fisheries and Habitat Conservation

Celebrating Habitat in

Utah

Healthy Fish and Wildlife

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) is a member of the Utah Partnership
for Conservation and Development, along with the Bureau of Land Management,
Utah Department of Natural Resources, National Resource Conservation Service,
Farm Bureau, County Commissioners, Soil and Water Conservation Districts and
others. This is a state-wide effort to pool public and private resources to conserve
and restore sagebrush steppe ecosystems for the benefit of wildlife and rural
economies. To date, several thousand acres of restoration have been initiated.

The Service is participating with a coalition of stakeholders interested in
protection, management and restoration of natural areas, balanced with human
use along the Jordan River. The coalition includes county and municipal
representatives, non-profit organizations, local businesses, concerned individuals,
as well as State and Federal government agencies. Restoration efforts in 2004
involved invasive plant species removal and planting of native trees and shrubs on
over 200 acres along the river.

In 2004, the Service provided 256 predevelopment consultations in support of
permits, licenses and environmental reviews for federal state and local
government projects.

In 2004, the Service protected and/or restored nearly 28,500 acres of wetland,
upland, and riparian habitat in Utah.

The Service has worked with the Bureau of Reclamation and U.S. Geological
Survey to implement measures to reduce selenium concentrations at Stewart
Lake. These actions are responsible for reducing selenium levels in this 620-acre
State Wildlife Management area, which provides important habitat for fish and
birds.

The Service is providing technical assistance to the State of Utah, the
Environmental Protection Agency and others in an effort to determine
appropriate selenium standards for the Great Salt Lake.

In 2004, the Service worked with private landowners to control invasive species on
approximately 14,000 acres in the Mountain-Prairie Region. In Utah, there were
four projects on 2,000 acres.

The Service has worked with nine Utah landowners to voluntarily restore
wetlands, streams, grasslands, woodlands and other important habitats that
support fish and wildlife in 2004.

The Service is working with partners to remove or bypass three fish passage
barriers to open stream habitats benefiting Colorado River and Bonneville
cutthroat trout and other native species; and to recover Colorado pikeminnow,
razorback sucker, humpback chub, and bonytail in the upper Colorado River. The
Service completed 15 Tribal training sessions, and 39 Tribal consultations.

The National Fish Hatchery System distributed over 1,000,000 fish in Utah for
recovery and recreational purposes in 2004.
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B The Aquatic Animal Drug approval Partnership was established within the
National Fish Hatchery System to ensure continued progress towards obtaining
FDA-approved and EPA-compliant new animal drug approvals for use in Federal,
State, Tribal and private aquaculture program throughout the United States.

For further information, contact the FWS Regional Fisheries Office at 303.236.4517 or
visit http://mountain-prairie.fws.gov/fisheries.

Alamosa/Monte Vista NWR
Photo by Robert Sanders, Ducks Unlimited
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