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Key Partners:

- South Dakota Game and Fish
Department

- South Dakota Association of
Conservation Districts

- South Dakota State University
Cooperative Fish and Wildlife
Research Unit

- Corps of Engineers

- U.S. Forest Service

- Bureau of Land Management

- National Park Service

- Lower Brule Sioux, Cheyenne
River Sioux, Ogallala Sioux, and
Rosebud Sioux Tribes
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Celebrating Habitat in
South Dakota

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) has produced maps and digital data
for the entire state which the South Dakota State University Cooperative Fish and
Wildlife Research Unit is using to produce publications on the extent and
characteristics of wetland habitats in the state.

The Service is cooperating with the South Dakota Game, Fish and Parks
Department to develop a statewide Bald Eagle Management Plan that will identify
nesting and wintering habitat for eagles. Efforts are underway to protect and
develop more wintering habitat along the Missouri River.

The Service provided more than 2,444 predevelopment consultations in 2004 in
support of permits and licenses for Federal, State, and local government projects.

In 2004, the Service provided support for more than 2,000 acres of wetland habitat
conservation projects and 3,241 acres of uplands habitat conservation. Over 3,200
acres of forest habitat was protected through National Fire Plan monitoring.

The Service provided technical assistance to the State of South Dakota in the
completion of the Whitewood Creek Restoration Plan. Federal monies were used
by the State to purchase and preserve 11,000 acres of important habitat in the
watershed.

The Service provides technical assistance to other Federal, State and local
agencies, primarily regarding pesticide use and Clean Water Act actions.

In 2004, the Service worked with private landowners to control invasive species on
approximately 14,000 acres in the Mountain-Prairie Region. In South Dakota,
there were 14 projects on over 5,000 acres.

The Service has worked with over 300 landowners to voluntarily restore wetlands,
streams, grasslands, woodlands and other important habitats that support fish and
wildlife in 2004.

The Service is working with partners to recover the pallid sturgeon and restore
the paddlefish and other native species; and control aquatic nuisance species, such
as Asian carp, in the Missouri River system; and provide technical assistance to
five Tribes.

The Service distributes over 7.25 million fish in South Dakota for recovery,
mitigation, and recreational purposes.

The Aquatic Animal Drug approval Partnership was established within the
National Fish Hatchery System to ensure continued progress towards obtaining
FDA-approved and EPA-compliant new animal drug approvals for use in Federal,
State, Tribal and private aquaculture program throughout the United States.

For further information, contact the FWS Regional Fisheries Office at 303.236.4517 or
visit http://mountain-prairie.fws.gov/fisheries.
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