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Celebrating Habitat in
North Dakota

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) has produced wetlands inventory
maps and digital data for the entire state which the Habitat and Population
Evaluation Team (HAPET) in Bismarck has used to assess waterfowl breeding
habitat potential to guide land management activities throughout the Prairie
Pothole Region.

The Service provided 220 predevelopment consultations in support of permits and
licenses for federal state and local government projects in 2004.

In 2004, the Service protected and/or restored 178 acres of wetland and upland
habitat.

The Service has initiated a study at Lostwood National Wildlife Refuge to evaluate
mercury levels and potential effects to wildlife. This effort includes the North
Dakota Department of Health, U.S. Geological Survey, and the Environmental
Protection Agency. This study will focus on potential effects of mercury on the
aquatic resources on this 27,000-acre refuge.

The Service provided technical assistance to the North Dakota Department of
Agriculture and North Dakota Game and Fish Departments regarding 15
emergency use exemptions for pesticides covering all areas of the State in 2004.

In 2004, the Service worked with private landowners to control invasive species on
approximately 14,000 acres in the Mountain-Prairie Region. In North Dakota,
there were three projects on 60 acres.

The Service has worked with over 90 landowners to voluntarily restore wetlands,
streams, grasslands, woodlands and other important habitats that support fish and
wildlife in 2004.

The Service is working with partners to recover the pallid sturgeon and restore
other native fish of the Missouri River system; and resolving fish passage and
entrainment issues for native species in the Yellowstone River system. The Service
distributes over 13,000,000 fish for recovery, mitigation, and recreational purposes
in North Dakota.

The Aquatic Animal Drug approval Partnership was established within the
National Fish Hatchery System to ensure continued progress towards obtaining
FDA-approved and EPA-compliant new animal drug approvals for use in Federal,
State, Tribal and private aquaculture program throughout the United States.

For further information, contact the FWS Regional Fisheries Office at 303.236.4517 or
visit http://mountain-prairie.fws.gov/fisheries.
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