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Spartina control at triangle cove in
Washington’s Puget Sound.
USFWS photo.

A Western Snowy Plover nesting on
a Washington beach.  European
beach grass is threatening its
habitat.  USFWS photo.

Knotweed threatens salmon habitat
spawning areas in Washington’s
Yaquina River.  USFWS photo.

Key Partners:
• Natural Resources Conservation

Service
• Washington Department of Fish

and Wildlife
• Conservation Districts
• Confederated Tribes of the

Umatilla Indian Reservation
• Ducks Unlimited
• The Nature Conservancy
• Washington State University
• Columbia National Wildlife Refuge
• Nisqually National Wildlife Refuge
• Turnbull National Wildlife Refuge
• Willapa National Wildlife Refuge

Habitat assessment — The Puget Sound Program assisted The Coastal
Resources Alliance in completing a GIS Assessment of Willapa Bay to map the
current distribution of Spartina infestations on private lands. This assessment will
help facilitate involvement by private landowners in controlling this invasive
species and assist in the adaptive management of numerous aquatic species and
shorebirds.

Advanced planning and habitat conservation — The Project Planning Program
promotes the protection, conservation, and restoration of the Nation’s fish and
wildlife resources through a proactive approach that focuses on preventing the
degradation of fish and wildlife habitats before actions such as Federal listings for
endangered species becomes necessary.  In 2004 the program provided more than
880 predevelopment consultations in support of permits and licenses for federal
state and local government projects.

Resource management support — The Puget Sound program provided technical
assistance and funding to three western Washington tribes for planning and
implementation of various coastal habitat restoration projects benefiting
endangered salmon.

Environmental response and restoration — Evaluated 18 of 22 oil and 2
hazardous substance spills. Responded to a 5,000 gallon bunker fuel spill in Puget
Sound and 5 other spills close to National Wildlife Refuges. Actively participating
in 12 large on-going damage assessment and/or restoration cases, directly leading
to the restoration of 16 acres for the Commencement Bay and Tulalip Landfill
cases in western Washington.

Environmental contaminants — Collaboratively evaluating 1) a large annual
die-off of swans in northwest Washington and southwest British Columbia from
lead poisoning, 2) potential effects of pesticide carbaryl on coastal cutthroat trout
in southwestern Washington estuaries, 3) possible contaminants effects to sea
otters near the Washington Maritime National Wildlife Refuge, and 4) non-point
source pollution on the health of salmonids in urban watersheds.

Environmental contaminants — Serving on interagency pesticide task force to
evaluate and mitigate possible effects to salmonids

Analytical methods — Recent investigations include the sea otter and cutthroat
trout and an evaluation of contaminants levels in fish foods used at National Fish
Hatcheries in a cooperative study with USGS.

Invasive species — In FY 04, a state and federal partnership to prevent and
detect zebra mussel introductions led to interception of live zebra mussels on a
boat entering Washington, and thousands of additional boaters learned how to
reduce the spread of aquatic invasive species.

Habitat restoration (partners) — Many projects involved improving riparian
and in-stream which benefited listed salmonids and other resident and migratory
fish and wildlife species; or will benefit rare prairie or shrub-steppe plant
communities.
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Columbia  NWR
Photo by J. and K. Hollingsworth

Management assistance — Fish and Wildlife Management is working with
partners to remove or bypass 27 fish passage barriers in interjurisdictional waters
to open approximately 2 acres of upland and wetland habitat and 50 miles of
stream habitat benefiting listed and recreational aquatic species.

Hatchery ops — Hood Canal Summer Chum avoided listing because of the efforts
of the Summer Chum Conservation Plan Work Group. This group consisted of the
Quilcene NFH, Washington Dept. of Fish & Wildlife, and Point No Point Tribal
Treaty Council. Today more than 30,000 adult chum are returning. Only one
returning adult was counted in 1992.

Budget and performance management — Through Activity Based Costing/
Management and the Program Assessment and Rating Tool (PART), the Service
continues to implement the President’s Management Agenda which centers on
integrating budget and performance and reforming the way the Service conducts
its business.

Aquatic animal drug approval program — The Aquatic Animal Drug approval
Partnership was established within the National Fish Hatchery System to ensure
continued progress towards obtaining FDA-approved and EPA -compliant new
animal drug approvals for use in Federal, State, Tribal and private aquaculture
program throughout the United States.

Contact information:
USFWS
Pacific Region
911 NE 11th Avenue
Portland, OR  97232
503.872.2763

Dan Diggs, Assistant Regional Director, Fishery Resources
http://pacific.fws.gov/Fisheries/
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