
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Fisheries and Habitat Conservation

Celebrating Habitat in
Oregon

Healthy Fish and Wildlife ~~ Healthy Habitat ~~ Healthy People ~~ Healthy Economy

An Oregon Coastal Program
estuarine habitat restoration:
benefiting salmon and numerous
other aquatic species.  USFWS photo.

Seabird nesting and migration
abitat assessment project at off
shore islands of the Oregon Coast
National Wildlife Refuge.  USFWS
photo.

European beach grass removal to
restore habitat for Western Snowy
Plover.  USFWS photo.

Habitat assessment — The Oregon Coastal Program is working with local
watershed councils to determine the priority and restoration potential of tidal
wetlands.  The approach uses an easily understood protocol, incorporates
community feedback in the process and produces a restoration strategy that can
be used by the watershed council to contact landowners for their interest in
restoring tidal wetlands.

Advanced planning and habitat conservation — The Project Planning Program
promotes the protection, conservation, and restoration of the Nation’s fish and
wildlife resources through a proactive approach that focuses on preventing the
degradation of fish and wildlife habitats before actions such as Federal listings for
endangered species becomes necessary.  In 2004 the program provided more than
970 predevelopment consultations in support of permits and licenses for federal
state and local government projects.

Resource management support — The Oregon Coastal Program leveraged over
$300K with State and Federal agencies and non profit groups to re-establish 96
acres of historic tidal wetland and stream habitat in the watershed of the Lower
Columbia River Estuary. Historic tributaries were reconnected to the estuary, and
tidal plant communities re-established to restore habitat for fish and wildlife,
improve sediment retention and increase flood storage in the watershed.

Environmental response and restoration — Collaboratively evaluated 23 of 41
oil spills and 13 hazardous materials spill reports received in FY 2004.

Environmental response and restoration — Currently assessing 12 on-going
cases in coordination with natural resource trustees on 14 specific projects to
restore resources injured by the intentional release of oil from ships.

Environmental contaminants — Completed final report in conjunction with our
partners, evaluating contaminants in the Columbia River and the effects on
aquatic species particularly birds and fish.

Environmental contaminants — Working with USEPA, state regulators and
other natural resource trustees to identify potential parties responsible for the 6
mile stretch of the Willamette River in downtown Portland (a Superfund site). This
information will ensure cleanup of this site that benefits natural resources and
human health.

Analytical methods — Recent investigations in Oregon centered on water quality
issues at Malhuer National Wildlife Refuge (NWR) and the cleanup of oily waste
at Klamath Marsh NWR.

Invasive species — A survey of the lower Columbia River supported by the
Service determined the presence of 81 nonnative aquatic plants and animals
(including 8 species previously unreported), providing a baseline for measuring
effectiveness of ballast water management and other prevention programs.

Habitat restoration (partners) — Many projects in Oregon restore fish passage
and/or spawning and rearing habitat for listed steelhead trout and bull trout; or
will benefit rare plant communities and set the stage for potential re-introduction
of listed plants.

Key Partners:
• Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs
• Fort Bidwell Indian Community
• Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla
• Burns Paiute Tribe
• Klamath Indian Tribe
• Friends of Buford Park
• Oregon State University

Extension Service
• The Nature Conservancy
• Ducks Unlimited
• Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation
• Trout Unlimited
• Oregon Trout
• Audubon Society
• Deschutes Resource Council
• South Coast Land Conservancy
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Ankeny NWR
Photo by Aaron D. Drew

Habitat restoration (coastal) — The Oregon Coastal Program is focus its efforts
on conservation and recovery of federal or state listed, threatened and
endangered salmonids, shorebirds such as the threatened Western Snowy Plover,
and native plants.

Management assistance — Fish and Wildlife Management is working with
partners to remove or bypass fish passage barriers in interjurisdictional waters to
open 40 miles of stream habitat benefiting listed and recreational aquatic species.

Hatchery ops — Warm Springs NFH uses automated fish tag detection and video
recording technology to promote rapid automatic separation of hatchery from
natural origin fish. This system allows natural fish to proceed upstream without
anesthetization and hand sorting.

Budget and performance management — Through Activity Based Costing/
Management and the Program Assessment and Rating Tool (PART), the Service
continues to implement the President’s Management Agenda which centers on
integrating budget and performance and reforming the way the Service conducts
its business.

Aquatic animal drug approval program — The Aquatic Animal Drug approval
Partnership was established within the National Fish Hatchery System to ensure
continued progress towards obtaining FDA-approved and EPA -compliant new
animal drug approvals for use in Federal, State, Tribal and private aquaculture
program throughout the United States.

Contact information:
USFWS
Pacific Region
911 NE 11th Avenue
Portland, OR  97232
503.872.2763

Dan Diggs, Assistant Regional Director, Fishery Resources
http://pacific.fws.gov/Fisheries/
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