
STUDENT WORKSHEET:  NATIVE FISH OF THE RIO GRANDE WORD SEARCH 

 

 

Name  
 
Native Species:  A species that occurs naturally with respect to a particular ecosystem. The species has evolved or developed naturally over hundreds or thousands of 
years in a particular region or ecosystem. The word native should always be used with a geographic range. Fish species may be native to a particular river in New 
Mexico or across several rivers in the United States. This word search only includes fish species that still exist in the Rio Grande today.  Five species have disappeared 
from the Rio Grande such as the Shovelnose Sturgeon, American Eel, Longnose Gar, Speckled Chub, and Rio Grande Shiner.  The Rio Grande has also lost two species to 
extinction; the Rio Grande Bluntnose Shiner and Phantom Shiner. Find the native fish species of the Rio Grande in New Mexico. 
 
Blue Catfish 

Bluegill 

Fathead Minnow 

Flathead Catfish 

Flathead Chub 

Longnose Dace 

Red Shiner 

Rio Grande Chub 

Rio Grande Cutthroat Trout 

Rio Grande Silvery Minnow 

Rio Grande Sucker 

River Carpsucker 

Smallmouth Buffalo 

Western Mosquitofish 

R I L U I E X R I O G R A N D E S I L V E R Y M I N N O W J 
I V P R B L U E C A T F I S H E F T F C K U Y O J X X D U J 
O V E G L D C Z Y C G C T R P G L Q O I M I R O P J Y K Y B 
G H S O U S A R T N F X T I H I A Y I W N N L N X A B G H G 
R U F D E J M R O D K E K V J X T Z R A V J Y E W L E F T B 
A P F B G J O U H T T O T E T Z H D H M E D Z Z H D P D R S 
N F Y N I U S E C C A L D R Y R E D S H I N E R M Y D J B M 
D C L M L Z S T R G I R R C C Y A B Z L S D X G K Y S V I A 
E L F V L O N G N O S E D A C E D N G S M X N X C Q N Q H L 
S K Z F E X W W K Y P V N R V X C G R N A P L F S J C T J L 
U K L T Z P O X T H G M K P Q F A T H E A D M I N N O W T M 
C N B B B G X G O G S Y Z S Q J T T F X T N V B U B K E H O 
K I U D O C S Z Q J U T W U C X F Z Z T J O G N D O N C Q U 
E Z V U G K R M Y L V K N C S Y I Y U R N S B K P O U Y L T 
R P P V F X R V E E X R T K P H S L Y G W Z L Q Y R E L K H 
H O S Q A U N F Q K N D L E K C H R I O G R A N D E C H U B 
F L A T H E A D C H U B K R N K U U I D S M M P I F J Y H U 
H M C K Q L B J C U C G D Y K M M P J T S A B O A U J Y E F 
C C H L Q Z M L X W T B S V K O F Y Z N Y R K W P U Y V I F 
J V W E S T E R N M O S Q U I T O F I S H J A T C A X C S A 
G E H W U Y I M E S Q J N V E F C D Z W U G A W S J I Q E L 
G R T P O Q F U A G J G W I D H D G T J Q T G G U P P D P O 
N R I O G R A N D E C U T T H R O A T T R O U T R O L V C L 
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