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1  Native Range and Status in the United States 
Native Range 
From Froese and Pauly (2019): 

 

“Asia: Mekong [Cambodia, Laos, Thailand] and Chao Phraya [Thailand] basins; Malay 

Peninsula, Sumatra, Borneo [Indonesia, Malaysia].” 

 



 

2 

 

From Vidthayanon (2012): 

 

“Cambodia; Indonesia (Kalimantan, Sumatera); Lao People's Democratic Republic; Malaysia 

(Peninsular Malaysia, Sarawak); Thailand; Viet Nam” 

 

Status in the United States 
There are no records of Rasbora trilineata in the wild in the United States. R. trilineata is found 

in trade in the United States. 

 

From That Pet Place (2019): 

 

“Scissortail Rasbora - Rasbora trilineata 

[…] 

$1.99 

Item: 208458 

Out of Stock” 

 

Means of Introductions in the United States 
There are no records of Rasbora trilineata in the wild in the United States. 

 

Remarks 
Rasbora stigmatura is a synonym of Rasbora trilineata and therefore a search was conducted 

using both names. 

 

2  Biology and Ecology 
Taxonomic Hierarchy and Taxonomic Standing 
From Fricke et al. (2019): 

 

“Current status: Valid as Rasbora trilineata Steindachner 1870.” 

 

From ITIS (2019): 

 

“Kingdom Animalia 

     Subkingdom Bilateria 

        Infrakingdom Deuterostomia 

           Phylum Chordata 

              Subphylum Vertebrata 

       Infraphylum Gnathostomata 

          Superclass Actinopterygii 

             Class Teleostei 

                Superorder Ostariophysi 

                   Order Cypriniformes 

                      Superfamily Cyprinoidea 

                         Family Cyprinidae 
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                            Genus Rasbora 

                               Species Rasbora trilineata Steindachner, 1870” 

 

Size, Weight, and Age Range 
From Froese and Pauly (2019): 

 

“Max length : 13.0 cm TL male/unsexed; [Taki 1974]” 

 

Environment 
From Froese and Pauly (2019): 

 

“Freshwater; benthopelagic; pH range: 6.0 - 8.0; dH range: 5 - 12. […] 23°C - 25°C [Riehl and 

Baensch 1991; assumed to be recommended aquarium temperature]” 

 

Climate/Range 
From Froese and Pauly (2019): 

 

“Tropical;” 

 

Distribution Outside the United States 
Native 
From Froese and Pauly (2019): 

 

“Asia: Mekong and Chao Phraya basins; Malay Peninsula, Sumatra, Borneo.” 

 

From Vidthayanon (2012): 

 

“Cambodia; Indonesia (Kalimantan, Sumatera); Lao People's Democratic Republic; Malaysia 

(Peninsular Malaysia, Sarawak); Thailand; Viet Nam” 

 

Introduced 

According to Froese and Pauly (2019) Rasbora trilineata has been introduced the Philippines 

and established in Singapore. 

 

From Froese and Pauly (2019): 

 

“Species widespread in fish rearing facilities and has presumably escaped into local waters [in 

Colombia]. Established in the Magdalena watershed [Colombia].” 

 

Means of Introduction Outside the United States 
From Froese and Pauly (2019): 

 

“Species widespread in fish rearing facilities and has presumably escaped into local waters. 

Established in the Magdalena watershed [Colombia].” 
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Short Description 
From Froese and Pauly (2019): 

 

“Dorsal soft rays (total): 9; Anal soft rays: 8. A short blackish line present on each side along the 

base of anal fin, the line on both sides uniting behind anal fin and extending to base of caudal fin 

along the lower edge of caudal peduncle [Taki 1974]; narrow dark mid-lateral stripe on side; 

black stripe along middle of back [Kottelat 2001]; 13 predorsal scale rows; no red in caudal fin 

[Rainboth 1996].” 

 

Biology 
From Froese and Pauly (2019): 

 

“Found in lakes, swamps, slow flowing areas of rivers, usually in open areas [Kottelat 1998; 

Vidthayanon 2002]. Seems to prefer habitats in forest [Kottelat and Widjanarti 2005]. A 

common resident of surface waters in streams, canals, ditches and occasionally of reservoirs in 

lowland areas [Rainboth 1996]. Inhabits medium to large rivers, flooded fields and brooks of the 

middle Mekong [Taki 1978]. Feeds mostly on exogenous insects [Rainboth 1996], also takes 

worms and crustaceans [Mills and Vevers 1989].” 

 

“Provisionally considered a brood hider. In captivity, this species spawns only in darkened 

aquaria and deposits adhesive eggs under an object on the bottom.” 

 

Human Uses 
From Froese and Pauly (2019): 

 

“Not seen in markets, but popular in aquarium trade [Rainboth 1996; Vidthayanon 2002]” 

 

“Aquarium: commercial” 

 

That Pet Place (2019): 

 

“Scissortail Rasbora - Rasbora trilineata 

[…] 

$1.99 

Item: 208458 

Out of Stock” 

 

Diseases 
No records of OIE reportable diseases (OIE 2019) were found for Rasbora trilineata. 

 

According to Froese and Pauly (2019) Rasbora trilineata is host to nematode infections and 

bacterial infections. 
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Threat to Humans 
From Froese and Pauly (2019): 

 

“Harmless” 

 

3  Impacts of Introductions 
Although this species is recorded as introduced in three countries and established in at least one, 

no information on impacts of introduction could be found. 

 

4  Global Distribution 
 

Figure 1. Known global distribution of Rasbora trilineata. Locations in Cambodia, Indonesia, 

Lao People's Democratic Republic, Malaysia, Thailand, Vietnam, and Singapore. Map from 

GBIF Secretariat (2019). 

 

Rasbora trilineata is established in Colombia (Froese and Pauly 2019) but no georeferenced 

observations were available. 
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5  Distribution Within the United States 
There are no records of Rasbora trilineata in the wild in the United States. 
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6  Climate Matching 
Summary of Climate Matching Analysis 
Rasbora trilineata had a low climate match throughout most of the contiguous United States. 

There was an area of medium match in peninsular Florida and the southern portion of Texas. 

There were no areas of high match. The Climate 6 score (Sanders et al. 2018; 16 climate 

variables; Euclidean distance) for the contiguous United States was 0.000, low (scores between 

0.000 and 0.005, inclusive, are classified as low). All States had low individual Climate 6 scores. 

 

Figure 2. RAMP (Sanders et al. 2018) source map showing weather stations selected as source 

locations (red; Myanmar, Thailand, Laos, Cambodia, Vietnam, Malaysia, Indonesia) and non-

source locations (gray) for Rasbora trilineata climate matching. Source locations from GBIF 

Secretariat (2019). Selected source locations are within 100 km of one or more species 

occurrences, and do not necessarily represent the locations of occurrences themselves. 
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Figure 3. Map of RAMP (Sanders et al. 2018) climate matches for Rasbora trilineata in the 

contiguous United States based on source locations reported by GBIF Secretariat (2019). 

0 = Lowest match, 10 = Highest match. 

 

The High, Medium, and Low Climate match Categories are based on the following table: 

 

Climate 6: Proportion of 

(Sum of Climate Scores 6-10) / (Sum of total Climate Scores) 

Climate Match 

Category 

0.000≤X≤0.005 Low 

0.005<X<0.103 Medium 

≥0.103 High 

 

7  Certainty of Assessment 
Certainty of assessment for Rasbora trilineata is low. There is biological and ecological 

information available. Records of introduction and establishment were found but there was no 

information found regarding impacts of introduction. 
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8  Risk Assessment 
Summary of Risk to the Contiguous United States 
Scissortail Raspbora (Rasbora trilineata), is a freshwater fish native to Southeast Asia. 

R. trilineata is native to Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao People's Democratic Republic, Malaysia, 

Thailand, and Viet Nam. This species is popular in the aquarium trade. There are records of 

introductions in Colombia and Singapore which resulted in established populations, and an 

introduction to the Philippines but it is unknown if it became established. History of invasiveness 

is None Documented. The climate match for the contiguous United States is low. However, there 

were areas of medium match in southern Florida and southern Texas but no areas of high match. 

The certainty of assessment is low due to lack of information about impacts of introductions. The 

overall risk assessment for Rasbora trilineata is uncertain. 

 

Assessment Elements 
 History of Invasiveness (Sec. 3): None Documented 

 Climate Match (Sec. 6): Low 

 Certainty of Assessment (Sec. 7): Low 

 Remarks/Important additional information: No additional remarks. 

 Overall Risk Assessment Category: Uncertain 
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